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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACEj 



^T^HE great attention and labour beftowed 
upon the p.refent tranflatron o£ thefe 
Letters, and the remarks which jn tlje cpurfc 
of it /have prcfenlied thenafelvcs, feem to re- 
quire the followiijg ibort account of what 
has been donei* 

Finding, on confplting a few of the quo- 
^tions in the Fren<ph, various errors had 
crept into the text, moft of which, pro- 
bably, and many, certainly, were errors of 
the prefs, it was thought neceffary to refer 
to the original authors : thofe, therefore, 
who fhall think proper to compare the tranf- 
lation^with the Freoch, will find many de- 
viations in the quoted paflages ^ but, if they 
fliall pleafe, further, to refer to the Latin, 
Greek, and Arabic writers, cited^ it is pre- 
fumed, they will find fuch deviations are 
not errors, but corredtions. We mean not 
to affirnii miftakes'may not ftill exift ^ though 
we fcarcely can hope fufficient credit will 

Vol. L a b« 



ii translator's preface. 

be given for the labour beftowed in fearch- 
ing voluminous books to find a Tingle quo- 
tation. The induftry with which M. Savary 
has read the ancients, to obtain information 
on his fubjedt, aftonifhes the reader ; but it 
were to be wiflbed, by thofe who are inclined 
to refer, and examine the accuracy or fpirit 
of the paffages cited, he had contihually 
noted his . editions, books; and pages $ fo 
that they might have been turned to with- 
out trouble. Not aware, ourfelveis, of the 
numerous quotations which were to follow 
in the fecorid volume, we negkded this 
method, in the firft, and continued fo to do, 
partly for the fake of uniformity, and, part- 
ly, in deference to M. Ssivary ; neither indeed 
could we obtain every author, or find every 
paflage he has cited j therefore it vras, in part, 
impradlicable. 

Were we to note our deviations> and 
fupport them by citing the paflfages in 
queftion, our preface would affume the form 
and length of a diflertation ; we (hall only 
fay, therefore, we reft our juftification on 
the paffages themfelves ; and, imagining we 
fhall not, often, at leaft, be deteSed in hav- 
ing 
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ing injui'cd the author by our emendations, 
we truft we (hall rather deferve applaufe than 
cerifure. 

The fpelling df words tranflated from lan- 
guages little known, as the Coptic and 
Arabic are, iiito French, and thence re-tranf- 
lated into Englifti, is a difficulty frequently 
found very embarraffing ; nor is the Frenck 
• itfclfi in this work, always confiftent. This 
we muft plead in excufe for thofe few places 
where we have committed the like fault. 
The French fpelling ufually endeavours at the 
original pronunciation; to give which, in 
Englifll, the fpelling fhould be very different. ' 
In fome few places this has occafioned us to 
vary from the original ; but^ in moft, we 
have not dared^ left we (hould fcem to dif- 
figure names which the eye has been ac- 
cuftomed to fee written in another manner. 
Thus the words Cacbef^ and EccberiJ\ are, as 
we fuppofe, pronounced Cajhefy and Ek/herif; 
Boulac is Boo/ac ; Gibel is Jeebeh, Malaoui is 
Malawee^ &c. The village of Semennoud 
is, by an error of the French, not deteded in 
time, fpelt Samantmt^ on the map : We be- 
lieve no other error of this kind is committed, 

A 2 except 
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except fo trifling as to be. Jmmedilately feen, 
?ipd corredled, by an intelligent re?ider. 

Our calculation of the weight of the gra* 
nite, in the note, Vol. II. page 375, differs 
from that of M. Savary ; but if, inftead of al- 
lowing with him the fides to be fixty feet high, 
fix feet are deduiSed for the thicknefs of the 
ceiling, which was of another ftone, the pro- 
dud: then will be nearly the fame ; and this de- 
dudion, we imagine, the author made, it is 
not fo expreffed. 

Ancient meafures are frequently reduced to 
French, by M. Savary; but, as the learned 
-do not all agree in their eftimates, we have 
generally fubftituted a literal tranflation of 
the Greek and Latin writers quoted 5 and, in 
fuch places, ufed the ftadium inftead of the 
league. 

The words Ox and Bull, Bceufzndi Taureau^ 
feem to have been ufed with a blameable in- 
difcrimination, both by French and Englifli 
writers, when fpeaking of ancient Egyptian 
deities. Apis is called the facred Ox, by 
M. Savary, but it is evident this god was a 
Bull : he had a heifer prefented him once a 
year, and theftrange pradice of the Egyptian 
women, related by Diodorus Siculus (lib. i. 

fee. 
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fee. 2), and noticed by M. Savary, is a far- 
ther confirmation. Mnevis and Onuphis 
are fpoken of in the fame confufed manner, 
though there can be little doubt they all were 
bulls. 

We have been obliged to ufe the word port 
in the fame fenfe with M. Savary ; and ap- 
ply it to towns, and villages, fituated on the 
Nile, to which boats only, not (hips, refort : 
though, in Englifli, it ufually implies fea- 
port. We have likewife adopted his fpelling 
of the word Khalig; but the Arabic pro- 
nunciation is Khalidge. We mean not to 
be minute, but wifti not, after all our in- 
duftry, to be thought negligent. 

The gentleman to whom M. Savary ad* 
dreffed his letters was M. Le Monnier, Phy- 
fician to the King of France^ firft phyii- 
cian to Monfieur, his Majefty's eldeft bro- 
ther, and a member of the Academy of Sci- 
ences ; the M. L. M. at the beginning of 
each Letter are the initials of his name, and 
the (hort eulogium at the conclufion of the 
work is highly to his honour: it (hews to 
what noble purpofes he employs wealth and 
power. 

A3 The 



vi t&anslato];l'sj»rkfacb« 

The work, in the French, is dedicated tq 
Monfieur, cldeft brother tp the King of 
France i but we haye omitted tl^is dedica* 
tion, becaufe the mode of addrefs is fo dif- 
ferent from any the Englifti language is ac- 
cuftomed to that it would render a tran- 
i^ation pither ridiculous pf full of Gallicifms. 

The manner in which thefe letter^ hav^ 
been received, both in France and Eqglanc^, 
is fuperior to any praife we can bellow ; and 
we Ihall only fay M. Sayary poffefles a degree 
of erudition, judgment, imagination and 
feeling which are feldom unitfd* 



PRE. 
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np RAVELS are the moft inftruftive 
fchool of man : travelling teaches us 
the knowledge of our fpecies ; and, by living 
among different nations, ftudying their man- 
ners, religion, and government, rules may 
be obtained to eftimate the manners, religion, 
and government of our own country. Sub-' 
jedt to the prejudices of eduqation, and the 
empire of habit, while man remains in his 
native land, he will view other nations 
through a deceptive glafs, which, changing 
their forms and colours, will lead his judg- 
ment aftray j he will be aftoniftied at their 
errors, when he himfelf fhall be tributary 
to others equally great ; he will laugh at and 
ridicule their cuftoms, himfelf a flave to ab- 
furdities not lefs extravagant. 

But, having attentively examined the man- 
ners and genius of divers people, and calcu- 
lated 
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lated how far education, laws, and climate 
may influence phyfical and moral qualities, 
his ideas will expand, and meditation will 
releafe him from the yoke of pre- conceived 
opinions, and cuftoms by which his reafon 
had been enchained. Then, looking to- 
ward his own country, the film will be 
removed from his eyes; his rooted miftakes 
will be eradicated, and objedls will aflume a 
very different afpedt. ' 

Before he begins his travels, a thorough 
knowledge of geography and hiftory are 
ncccflary. The firft will indicate the place 
where great events have pafTed; the latter 
bring them to memory : thus doubly 
enlightened, if he traverfes thofe eaftern 
countries where moft aftonifliing revolutions 
have, more than once, changed the face of 
the earthy wherever his footfteps lead, each 
objecSt will become animated ; ruins, mar- 
bles, and mountains will fpeak, moft elo- 
quently, to his underftanding and his heart. 
Here, beneath brambles, he will read the 
following infcription, with which his coun- 
try honoured the manes of a hero : Sta^ 
viatovy beroem calcas. This clifF, hanging 
over the abyfs of fcas, will call to mind the 

fata! 
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IX 



fatal ehd of the defpairing Sappho, who/ 
by the energy and fablimity of her poetry, 
merited the name of the tenth iiiufe. Here 
the melancholy remains of two famous re- 
publics will retrace to ^memory man enno- 
bled by the love of libertyi his foul aggran- 
dized, and every faculty of the body and 
mmd perfedioned. ; How^ nutoerous will be 
his comparifons between whflit 'Wa$ and what 
is 1 How imftienfe the chain- of rccolleftionf ! 
He, however, will only notice great adions, 
and prefent the reader with rapid ftrokes, 
where the paft and preftnt may clearly unite, 
and touch without being tonfounded. 

At beholding the magnificent monuments 
Egypt ftill pdffefles, he* will imagine what 
that people fnuft have been whpfe works 
only, of all ancient nations, have refifted 
the ravages of time : a pepple who feemed 
to labour for immortality, and among whom 
Orpheus, Homer, Het-odotus, and Plato 
went to obtain that knowledge with' which 
they enriched their native land. How will 
he regret that nO effort^ of the learned 
have hitherto removed the veil from the 
numerous hieroglyphics of thefe wealthy re- 
gions ; the intelligence of whicH charafters 

would 



X P & E *• A C fe; 

vrould enlighten ancient hiftory, ahd^ jJeN 
hap8^ caH: a luminous ray into the darknefs 
of the firfl: ages of the earth I 

Become a citizen of the world, he will 
rife fuperior to partiality, and, while de- 
fcribin^ cities and countries, will give to 
truth the guidance of his pern But let him 
ihun the f;^ult of many other travellers, 
and not make hitiifelf the principal figure 
in hispiifture, nor throw all the light on 
himfelf, and fhade and obfcure the other 
parts and perfons : let him avoid affedtation, 
cither to (hew his fuperior knowledge or 
add weight to his opinions. Such are the 
requifites he ought to poffefs who would tra- 
vel to advantage; and fuch the principles 
he (hould imbibe. To fuperior intelligence, 
and a fpirit of obfervation, he muft ^dd that 
quick, deep, and penetrating fenfibility which 
alone can make himfelf or others feel, effec- 
tually. Should he remain unmoved when 
he views the place where Pompey the great 
was affafnnated; fhould the wonders of 
Egypt not flrike him with aftonifhment 
and admiration ; fhould he not weep over 
the augufl ruins of Alexandria, and the lofs 
of 400,000 volumes, devoured by fire; 

fhould 
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fhould not enthuiiafm feize him^ at be« 
holding the ruins of Lacedaemon, Athens 
and Thebes; let hin> beware of writing: 
nature has not formed him to tranfmit thoie 
feeling, thofe fublime impreflions^ which 
objedls fo grand (hould infpire. 

Such fenfations, I imagine^ I have had; 
but whether I have conveyed them with 
the force neceflary to render my travels in- 
terefting the public muft determine. If 
the reader accompanies me with pleafure, if 
the reality of my defcriptions bring convidtion, 
if the geographical and hiftorical details 
inftrudl, if the memorable events I call to 
mind are appoiite, and the parallel of ancient 
and modem manners be traced by judgment 
and reflection, I (hall have obtained the 
height of my wiflies, and all the fatigues, 
dangers, and labours I have undergone will 
be amply rewarded. 
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L E T T E R !• 

A general defcriptkn of Egypt y and of tke 
changes it has undergone from the mojl remote 
antiquity to the prefent time. Enquiries 
concerning the topography of the country j the 
labours of the Fharoahs to turn the channel 
of the Niky and the original formation and 
gradual enlargement of the Delta. 

To M, L. M, 

Alexandria, July the 24th, 1777^ 

X O U complain, Sir, of my iilence, and 
claim mypromifes. *' Where," fay you, " are 
thofe pidures of Oriental manners, which, 
knowing your inclination to obferve, I was led 
to exped ? What ! have you been travcrfiftg 
Egypt thefc three years, and iM)t written oop 
Vol. 1/ B word 
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word concerning a country the moft cele- 
brated the earth contains ?" 

Such, Sir, are your reproaches. But be 
pleafed to recolledl the advice which you 
yourfelf gave mc, v/hen I left Paris, and in 
th^t you will find my juftification. " You 
** are going, young man, into a foreign coun- 
, ^* try, among a people who will be new to 
*' you. Obferve the influence of climate, 
*^ the power of religion^ the imperious fway 
*' of ancient cuftoms, and the tyranny which 
** defpotifm exerts over fufFering humanity; 
** in thefe you muft find the hiftory of their 
*' vices and their virtues. To facilitate this 
*' ftudy learn the Eaftern languages ; live 
" among, and conyerfe with, Greeks, Turks, 
*^ and Arabs; and, that you may fee them 
** fuch as they are, leave your prejudices be- 
** hind you. Be it. your endeavour to paint 
** the people you behold after Nature ; let 
•* the Turk refemble himfelf, and do not 
•* give us a pidure of Paris inftead of Grand 
*' Cairo." 

Such were the precepts di(5tated by yourwif- 
dom; your judgement gave them weight, 
your friendship rendered them dear to me, and 
they have never been forgotten. Three years 

of 
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Bftravelj pain, and labour, have been cfonfc-^ 
crated to my defire to put them in practice ; 
had I written fooner^ I had been iefs obe-^ 
dient. 

It appears neceflary, Sir, fir ft to defcribe.the 
limits of Egypt, and thofe revolutions which 
time and the labours of man have efFe<5led i 
the map, which accompanies this letter, will 
ht of fome afiiftance to you in acquiring the 
firft of thefe* To the authorities of the an- 
cients, the difcoveries of Fathejf Sicard^ Po- 
cock, Niebuhr, and D'Anville^ I have added 
my own obfervations. This laft geographer^ 
whofe learned penetration could difcovcr truth 
ahiong the numerous contradictions of tra- 
vellers, has often bi^en of great fervice to ihe > 
tiOT do I ever quit him but in places which, 
he having never feed, it was impoffible fot 
him to" avoid error* 

Egypt is bounded on the north by the Me« 
ditcrranean, by a chain of mountains, which 
feparate it froni Nubia, on the fouth ; and 
on the eaft by the Rea Sea, and the Ifthmus 
of Suez; its weftern limits arc the deferts 
of Lybia, in the midft of which flood the 
temple of Jupiter Ammori. Its greateft 
length is about two hundred and twenty- 
S 2 five 
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five kagttes, exteoding frorh SyetiCj which 
is fitualed under the tropic of Cancer, to 
Cape Bttrtos, which is the pioft projedling 
land of the Delta, and almoft terminates the 
32d degree of latitude. 

Drawing a line from the ruins of Pelu* 
fium to the tower of the Arahs> formerly cal- 
led Tapoliris,'wc fhall find itsgreateft width 
to be fixty-eight leagues; and this mcafurement 
egrees with that of the ancients, who com- 
puted fifty-four leagues, crofling the Delta 
from Pelufium to Canopus, and fourteen from 
Canopus to Tapofiris. (a J 

Egypt 

(a) The bafe of the Delta, from Pelufium to Cano- 
pus, now called Alboukir, contained, according to Dio- 
dorus Siculus and Strabo, 1300 ftadia, which we may 
cftimate at 54 leagues > to which add 14 leagues from 
Canopus to the tower of the Arabs, and the amount will 
be 68 leagues. Herodotus reckoned 60 fchcenas, that is 
to fay 80 leagues, betyA^een Mount Cafius and the bay of 
Plintina, where Tapofiris flood. Mount Cafius ftands 
I3t leagues to the eaft of Pelufium; therefore fubtraft 
12 from '80 and the remainder will ftill be 68 leagues 
from Pelufium to Tapofiris. The two geographers, firft 
mentioned, have evidently meafured the fame extent of 
country in a tight line^ and did not, like Herodotus, fol- 
low the bafe of the Delta ; for, between the age of He- 
rodotus/ and the time in which they lived, that part of 

Egyp 
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Egypt is divided into Upper and Lower j 
the former is a long valley, beginning at 
Sycne, and ending at Grand Cairo. Two 
ridges of. mountains, which take their de-» 
parture from the laft cataradt, form the lofty 
outlines of Upper Egypt : their parallel di- 
rection is from north to fouth, till they reach 
Grand Cairo, where* feparating to the right 
and left, the one ftretches towards mount Col- 
»ouro, and the other terminates in fand- banks, 
near Alexandria. The former confifts of high 
rocks and cliffs, the latter of fandy hills, the 
bafe of which is a calcareous ftonc. Beyond 
thefe mountains arc dcferts, bounded by the 
Red Sea on the eaft, and extending over Afri- 
ca to the weft ; in the centre lies that long 
plain the greateft width of which does not 
eicceed nine leagues. Here the Nile rolls his 
waters between two infurmountable barriers : 
now fjent and tranquil,, following the courfe. 
which nature, and art have traced ; and anon 
an impetuous torrent, red with the fands of 
Ethiopia, fwelling, overflowing his banks, 

Egypt had ilncreafed, by the immtenfe quantity of fand 
which the courfe of 'the Nile carries with it; and, had 
they followed the fea-fliore, the admeafurement would 
have been confidcrably augmented. 

B 3 and 
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and fpreading his waters over the country for 
the fpace of two hundred leagues. In this 
celebrated valley, man firft fought, and firft 
beheld, the light of fcience, whofe radiance, 
diiFufing itfelf over Greece, (b) has fuccef-* 
fively enlightened the reft of the world. This 
valley, though ftill as fruitful as in the hap- 
py days of Thebes, is much lefs cultivated ; 
its famous cities are laid level with the duft ; 
laws and arts have been trodden under foot 
by defpotifm and ignorance, and their throne 
ufqrped. 

Lower Egypt includes all the country lying 
between Grand Cairo, the Mediterranean, 
the Ifthmus of Suez, and Lybia : fkirjted 
by arid fands, this immenfe plain, contains 
flips of land well cultivated, on the borders 
of the canals, and in its centre that tHangu- 
Is^r iljand to which the Greeks gave the name 
of Delta, fornjed by the two branches of 

{h} Herodotus, Strabo, ai\d Diodorus Sjculus, poi^r 
tjvely affirm ^he Greeks obtaioed moft of th^ir knp^y- 
}edge from Egypt. Thence it was that Orpheus 
apd Hprner brought mythology, and the daughters of 
Danaus the myfteries of Ceres. The Philofophers of 
Qreece ftudi^d aftronomy there, ajxd ^ir le^iflatbrs the 
principles of government. \ . . . 
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the Nile, which divide at Batn elBakara, (the 
Cow's Belly) and empty themfelves into the 
fea below Damietta and Rofetta. This ifland, 
the moft fruitful on earthy has loft much of 
its extent, fince the time when Canopus and 
Pelufiuq;! were its limits, (cj The eaftern 
bulwark of Egypt having been deftroyed by 
conquerors, and thofe who cultivated the 
earth becoming expofcd;to the inroads of 
the Arabs, the inhabitants have retired far- 
ther into the country. The canals, which 
with their ftreams brought fertility, are dried 
up: aqd the earth ceafing to be watered, and 
continually expofed to the burning heats of 
the fun, is become a barren fand. Scattered 
over the^plains which formerly contained 
fruitful fields, and flourifliing ciixtSy fdj on 
the Pelufiac, Tanitic, and Mendefian arms, 
which all flowed from the Damietta branch 
pf the Nile, we only find, at prefent, mife- 
rable hamlets, furrounded by date-trees, and 
defertj. Thefe canals, formerly navigable, fej 

(c) Strabo, lib. 17, 

(d) Bubaftus, Pelufium, Phacufa, and all the cities 
which flood in the eaftern part of the Delta, are totally 
deftroyed, 

(^^J The Pelufiac, Tanitic, and Mendefian branches 
ivere formerly navigaSle. 

B 4 bear 
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bear little refcmblance to their former ftate^ 
and no longer communicate with the lake 
]Menzala, except a very little while during 
the time of the inundation ; they are dry all 
the reft of the year. By digging them, and 
removing the toud which the river has left, 
iince the Turks have been maftcrs of Egypt, 
the country they traverfe would become 
fertile, and the Delta reftored to its ancient 
grandeur. 

Having obtained a general idea of Egypt, 
pleafe. Sir, to fix your attention on this rich ^ 
country, and the changes it has undergone. 
Anterior to thofe times of which biftory pre- 
ferves any certain record, a people defcend- 
cd from the mountains, which border on the 
catarad:, into the valley the Nile inundates, (^ 
then an imprafticable morafs, overrun with 
reeds and bulruflies. After repeated, and often 
fatal trials, they difcovered fome falutary plants j 
among thefe vvere th? lotus, ^gj which Hero- 
s dotus 

(f) Herodotus, p. 40, Euterpe; Diodorus Siculus, 
Jib, !• and Strabo, lib. 17, all afcertain the fame faft, 

(g) The lotus is an aquatic plant peculiar to Egypt, 
Whiph grows in rivulets, and by the fide of lakes; 
there are two fpecies;^ the one bearing a white, the other 

a blue- 
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dolus calls the lily of the Nile; thc^^eed we 
have named the fugar-cane, and which in 
this country has preferved its primitive appel- 
lation cajfab^ or reed ; (b) the colocaflium, (i) 
the onioBj and the bean. Many years 

a blueiQi flower. The calix of the lotus blows like 
that of a large tulip, difFufing a fweetnefs like the 
fmell of the lily. The root of the firft fpecies is round, 
refembling a potat;oe \ and is eaten by the inhabitants 
who live near the lake Menzala. The rivubts, near 
Pamietta, are covered with this majeftic flower, which 
rifes about two feet above the water. Mr. Paw 
nflinns it Is no longer found in Egypt, and defcribes a 
plant no way refembling the lotus. Recherchis fur les 
Egyptiens ^ les Chinois^ page 150. No wonder this learn- 
ed man was miftaken, fince moft of thp travellers who 
have been in Egypt never faw the lotus, whith does not 
grow on the great canals of the Nile, but among the 
inland rivulets. 

(h) Some authors fay the fugar-cane was brought 
from India to Egypt ; perhaps, the method of culti- 
vating it only was brought. It feems to me to be a 
native of a country which produces many fpecies of 
Itcds, and where it grows wild. Its very name induces 
this beliefi 

(i) The colocaffium is a plant well known to botanifts* 
Jt is particularly cultivated by the inhabitants of Da- 
mietta : vaft fields overfpread Mrith its large leaves are 
fccn near this city. Its root is in the form of a cone, 
and larger than that of the lotus, with a tafle lefs inii'- 
pid than the potatoes 

paiTed 



94 LETTERS 

paffed ^lipvay before they thought of culti- 
vating tiiefe native plants ; but neceffity be- 
gets iuduftry. He to whom chance, or 
meditation, made any lucky difcovery was 
a king, or a God. (k) Ofiris taught men, 
who till then were cannibals, to feed on the 
fruits of^the earth, inftead of human flefli: 
Jfis, otherwife Ceres, inftrudled them in 
agriculture; and both were deified. The 
Egyptiaa Hercules, the moft ajncient of the 
heroes fo named, freed the Thebais from the 
jnonfters by which it was ravaged, and had 
altars. ereded to him. While the people of 
Upper Egypt were contending with wild 
beafts for their vaft marflies, (IJ the fea, 
according to the ancients, waftied the foot 
of the mountains where the pyramids now 
iland; advancing towards the tower of the 
Arabs far into Lybia ; overflowing a part of 
the Ifthmus pf Suez, and forming an exten- 
five bay, over the country we now call the 
Delta. But I fhall pafs thefe ages, and come 
to the times in which the Egyptians, fub- 

(k) Diodorus Siculus, p. 24. 

{I) Hercidotus, Strabo, and Diodorus Siculus re* 
Jate the opinion of the Ethiopians on this Aibje£);. 

' jeded 
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jc&td to FcMgion and laws, dug canals; to 
give the ftagnant waters of the Nile vent i 
raifed high mounds, to oppofe its ravages i 
and, weary of inhabiting rocky caverns, built 
cities^ on hills thrown up by art, or nature. 
Boundaries were then prefcribed to the river, 
and the habitations of men fecured from its 
torrents, (m) Experience taught them : to 
forefee the feafon of inundation ; and geonic«^ 
try; meafiiring the lands which induftry had 
thus acquired, afcertained individual proper- 
ty. A mighty city rofe in the centre of the 
Thebais, which it was the glory c£ fucceed- 
ing kings to embelliflb. Such was the mag- 
Bificence of its public ftruftures that now, 
when more than four thoufand years have 
cjapfed, its very ruins imprefs the mind with 
awe and admiration. Thebes flouri(hed ages 
before Rome was. Divided from the reft of 
the world by deferts, mountains, and feas, 
the Egyptians cultivated arts and fciences 
in peaces and their unremitting laboyrs 
daily extended the limits of their empire, 
cither by railing Jbanks, to fecqre their newly 
ftcquired lands, or by cutting deep drains 

(m) l]erodott»$^ p. .4ja Euterpe^ 

. through 
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^ougb tbofe which ftiU were marfby* One 
qf the kings of Egypt, probably forefeeing 
the coDfequences, undertook to turn the 
courfe of the river, (n) which, after mean« 
dering a hundred and fifty leagues between 
the mountains I have naentioned, came to 
;m infurmountable obihcle, turned fuddenly 
tf> the left, and, running fouth of MemphiS| 
ipread its watery pv^r the iands of Lybia^ 
This prince cut ^ new channel to th^ eafl; 
of Memphis, raifed a large mound, and 
obliged it to return between the mountains^ 
and difcha^ge itfelf into the bay that thecr 
bathed the rock on which the caflle of Grand 
Cairo is built* The ancient bed of the rivefji 
and the paound which dammed up its en- 

(n) The priefts fay tlwit Menes, the firft king of Egypt, 
built a bridge over the Nile, near Memphis ; before 
which time the river, paffing Mount Pfammius, ran 
fputh of that city, and diffufed itfelf over the Lybian 
deferts.' Menes raifed a mound a hundred ftadia from 
Memphis, oppofed its courfe, and forced it to return 
between the mountains; by which means its firft bed 
became dry. At prefent, the Perfians, who are inaf- 
ters of Egypt, repair this mound^ which ihuts up the 
s^Kient. cbapnel, at a great expence i having added 
new works yearly, and appointed troops, to watch and 
preferve it from injury* Herodotus, p. 55. - 

trance. 
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trancCt wrte to be feen ift the time of He- 
rodotus. The Perfians repaired the mound 
with great care; nor is the courfc of this 
ancient bed unknown efven at prefent; it may 
be traced acrofs the defert, pafling weft of 
the lakes of Natroun, by petrified wo6d> 
mafts, and lateen yards, the wrecks of tef- 
fels by which it was anciently havigatcd. 
The Arabs call this channel, which is now 
nearly filled up, Babr Beh Ma, (0) a fea 
without water. 

Egypt is indebted for the Delta to the 
labours of this monarch. The enormous 
weight of the waters of the -Nile, difcharging 
themfelves into this gulph, repelled the fea ; 
and the fand and mire they carried with 
them, in their courfe, accumulated. The 
Delta, very inconfidcrable at firft, rofe from 
the fea, by encroaching on its limits : it was 
the gift of the river. Agriculture and man 
cariie to its defence, by raifing mounds. In 
the time of Moeris, who lived five hundred 
years before the Trojan war, the Delta was 
in its infancy 5 (p) eight cubits were fuiffi- 

[0) Great rivers are called by the Arabs Bahr^ or 
fea. 
Cp) Herodotus, p. 41, Euterpe. 

cient 
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ciiht to overflpw it entirely; they rowed 
over it in boats; and its towns^ built on ar-* 
tifipial mounts, rcfeitabled the iilands of the 
iBgean fea. (g) In the age of :HerodQtus> 
fifteen cubits were neccflary to overflow the 
Lower Egypt ; but the Nile^ at that timei 
inundated the country for the fpacc of two 
days journey td the right arid left of the 
Delta: IJnder the Roman empire, fixteeil 
cubits produced fimilar efFedls ; and when the 
Arabs governed, their writers fpeak of fe* 
yen teen a§ the mod favourable height. 
The ftandard of abundance^ at prefent, iS 
eighteen cubits ; but Lower Egypt is no 
longer overflowed; the inundation goes no 
farther than Grand ,Cairo> and the neigh* 
bouring country. The Nile, however^ off 
ten rifes to two-and-twenty cubits. This, 
phaenomenon has been produced by an in*- 
creafe of mud, fucceflively depofited, during 
fo many ages. Art has like wife contri^ 
buted towards it, either by raifing the lands 
mofl expofed to the acftion of the river, 
by multiplying its outlets, or by cutting ca-- 
nals, which gave free courfe to the waters* 

{g) Strabo, lib. 17, p. 11 36* 

I have 
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(r). I have twice made the tour of the 
Delta, during the time of inundation, fince 
I have been in Egypt, and have even crofled 
it by the canal of Menouf.' The river^' 
though full to the brim in the great branches 
of Rofetta and Damietta, and thofe v^^hich 
run through the interior parts of the coun- 
try, only overflowed the land where it lay 
low, or where banks had been raifed to flop 
its waters, and thro^y them over the rice 
fields. Thus, in the Ipace of 3284 years, 
the Delta has rifen fourteen cubits, (s) 
Yet we muft not believe the conjec- 
tures of thofe travellers who fuppofe this 
ifland will * become higher, and incapable 
of cultivation: being indebted, for its increafe, 
to the mud which the courfe of the Nile 

f rj Strabo, lib. 17. fays the Bolbitine and Sebenitic 
channels of the Nile were both dug by the hand of 
man. 

(5) To render this calculation exaft, we ought to 
know whether the Greek, the Roman, and Arabian 
cubit were precifely the fame, or what were the vari- 
ations it has undergone, among thefe different people; 
which would be a thing very difficult to demonftrate. 
But this precifion not being eflential to my fubjeft, 1 
fhall content myfelf with relating fads and the teftimo- 
nies of authors, 

carried 
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carried with it, and annually dcpofited, when 
it ceafes to be inundated, this effcfl muft 
likewife ccafe. It has been demonftrated that 
culture is hot fufficient to raiie land. 

The prefent pofition of the Delta is the 
beft poffible for agriculture. Wafhed on the 
eaft and weft by two rivers, which the Nile, 
in dividing, forms, as wide] and deeper than 
the Loire, interfered by innumerable rivulets, 
it is one immense garden, the beds and com-» 
partments of which may all be watered. 
The Thebais is under water three months 
of the year; mean while the Delta pof* 
fefles fields covered with rice, barley, ve- 
getables, and winter fruits : nor does it now, 
as formerly, refemble the Mgczn fea, with 
her Cyclades. As far as the eye is capable 
of feeing, rich crops cover its plains, groves 
of date, orange, and fycamore-trees, ftreams, 
ever running, verdure, ever changing, and ever 
renewing, and abundance, which rejoices the 
heart and aftonifhes the imagination. Ceafing 
to be overflowed, this ifland has a yearly 
gain of the three months during which the 
Thebais is inundated, for which reafon, it is 
the only part of Egypt where the fame field 

yields 
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jlfeW* a dojLible cropr of graia ; the one of rice; 
theother of harfey* ;7 

While it incrwfedia height, you may well 
fuppofe. Sir, it augn>?9(^df ifi length likcwife 5 
to prove whiqh^ anK>ilgi : v^ipus fadts which 
hiftpry h^s pr^eferv^d, I fhaU f^l?ft only one. 
ffj Dating ^he reign pf Pramn\e.tichu§, the 
Milefi^r^s, with thirty fhips, lainded: at the 
mouth of the Bolbitine btanch, at prefent 
tl^e branch of Rq^tt^, where they fortified 
t^6i^lelve$> an4 bulk a city, which they cal-* 
led Mctelis,, :?iow named Faoua^, but which, 
in the Coptic vocabularies, is ftil! called; Mef- 
fil. This city> which was formerly a fea-port, 
(lands, at prefent, nine le&gues^ from the;fhore j 
Vfhich fpace the Delta has lengthened fron^ 
the agci of Pfammetichus to the prefent. . 

Homer, that fqblime painter qC nations 
and countries, whofe geographic- details are 
^e mod precious remains, of the kind, tranf- 
mitted to us by all antiquity, rnakes Mene- 
laus, becalmed on the Egyptian fhore, Ipeak 
thus, fuj " In the ftormy fea that bathes the 
" coaft pf Egypt is an iflarid named Pharos, 
" whofe diftance from- the fhore is as far as 

(t) Strabo, lib. 17. * 
(uj Odyfliy, book iv. 

Vol/, i. C "a 
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" a veiTcl, impelled by a favourable wifi4,. 
*' may Tail in one day." — And, again^ Prote- 
us, prophelying to Mcnclaus, thus fpeaks. 
(x) " Deftiny forbids that thou fliouldcft fee 
*• thy friends, thy palace, and thy native 
** land, till thou haft fir ft returned to where 
** the Egyptus ("y/r Jove.born, rolls his wa- 
** ters, and there haft offered hecatombs to 
** the immortal gods.' — He faid, and the be-- 
** heft obliged me, with a broken heart, ag^. 
** to traverfe that vaft and ftorniy fea which' 
** feparates the Pharos from the Egyptian * 
** continent/' 

Homer, who had travelled over Egypt Yz>, 
where he had learned that mythology, from 
the priefts, of which he makes fo beautiful 
ufe in his poems, defcribes the ifland of Pha- 
ros, which now forms part of Alexandria, 
as being twenty leagues diftant from the fliore 
of Egypt, at leaft; which opinion is accor-- 
dant td that of the higheft antiquity. 

(x) Odyfley, book iv. 

(y/Thc Nile was called Egyptus until the time of 
Nileus, one of the fucceflbrs of Mendes, who, after 
many labours to confine and impede its ravages, ntaifed 
it after himfelf. Diod. Sic. lib. i. 

fzj Diodorus Siculus, 

. W-hat 



' What immenfe revolutions have" gVeat ri-»' 
Vers occafioned on the furfice of the globe ! 
How do they inceffantly repel the fea, by ac-^' 
Cumulating fand on fand ! How do they raife 
lip iflands, at theif mouths, which, in time^ 
become part of the continent ! Thus has the 
Nile formed almoft all the Lower Egypt ; and 
thus the Delta, which is ninety leagues itl 
circumference, has^ rifen from its waters ! 
Thus alfo Has the Meander, inceffantly driv- 
ing back the waves of the Mediterranean, and 
by degrees filling up the bay in which it 
difembogues itfelf, caft the city of Miletus faif 
within land^ though it formerly was a faihouj 
fea-port ! Thus do the Tigris and Euphrates^ 
defcending from the Armenian mountains^ 
fweep down the fands of Mefopotamia, and 
imperceptibly choak up the Perfian gulph. 

You have noWi Sir, a general idea of 
£gypt, and the principal changes which have 
happened there. I fhall^ therefore, proceed 
$0 be more circumftantial^ and you will then 
perhaps think my narrative more intercfting* 
Here> in the midft of Alexandria, fixed with 
aftonifliment at beholding monuments which 
neither the ravages of man nor time could 
yet deftroy, weeping over the fenfelefs re- 
• "• C 2 mains 
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ToaiciiS of coluonns and obeliiks wiii^h a^prn-* 
qd its public fquares and tecppl^es,, here w^U X 
write to you concerning the city of Ale^^n ^ 
der^ the Alexandria of the Arabsr, and the 
miferable huts to which the Turks prcfun^ 
to give that pompous title. Bairb^^^^k^ ![ 
throughout their vaft empire, they haveftifled 
^rts» fcienceSy cities, and kiogdoms ; anji the 
ipame, only remains of all thofe famous WQr|^s,. 
which the^r ignorance has l^ft to peri(h, o^ 
their intolerable fanaticifm has defl:rpye4 !* 

I have the honour tq be, &Cf 
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Ahxanariay ancient y middle ^ and modern^ with 
its- monuments, and three har^ ide^ 

fcribed: its fuccejive revolutions under tht 
Ptol^fesy Romans^ Qreeks, Jirabs, andOt^ 
tomans. 



To M. L. M. 

AleKandjis. 

^Lexamdria, Siri is well worihy your 
attentioh* The rank it once heJri among 
the meft celebrated cities (a), th6 kaftxefl 
roeft X6 tvhidi it has giteh birth, aHd the bc«* 
maiilifig txN^uiifieBt^ which, ihodgh two 
^i<:f«fend' years hiVe paflbd away, ftUl attcik 
its former, glory, have a claim on ^our cu^- 
riofity. To gratify this I have been three 
months examining the place where once it 
ftodti. By reMng the Grfcek, Latin, ind 
Arabic authors, I fhall be enabled to dit- 

(a) Dlddorus Siculiis, who wrote at Rome under 
AugurtaSj't^Hs Alexandffathe fifft city of the world. 

lift. ry. ' ' ^ 

C 3 oovp r 
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cover it beneath its own rubbifh; and, by 
comparing their writings with what I my- 
felffee^ trace out its plan. Is it not a me-* 
l^ncholy, a painful, t'4k, to feek a once f^- 
liious city within its own walls ? 

Afia Minor fubdued, and the pride of Tyre 
humbled, Alexander marched fpr Egypt, then 
groaniiig under the Perfian yoke; he con- 
quered it without a battle j the people, de- 
iirous to free themfelyes from their fetters, 
received him, lilje . ?i . deUyerer, with open 
arms. To preferve this conqueft, fo diftant 
from his own kingdom, a fortrefs was necef- 
fary, which ihould contain a port capable of 
harbouring a powerful navy. Alexander 
beftowed on Egypt an advantage fo pr^ious ; 
which till then it did not poflefs. The fpace 
which lay between Lake Mareotis and the 
excellent harbour formed by the ifle of Pha- 
ros (b)> he found proper fpr his purpofe, 

and 

{^h) Homer, as I have already fhawn, .dcfcf ibes the ifle 
pf Pharos as flanding at the pittance of a day's naviga- 
tion from the Ihore of Egypt, becaufe at that time 
the Lake Mareotis joined the fea, and formed a bay, 
Puring the five hundred years which elapfed between 
th^ time pf Honier and (he foyndatipn of Alexandria, 
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and traced the limits of a great city, to which 
he gave his- name; then vifited the miracles 
of Upper Egypt, while the engineer Dino- 
chares put his plan in execution. Alex- 
ander was gone almoft a year^ and, at his re- 
turn, found Alexandria nearly finiflied. (c) 
He then peopled it with the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring^citics, and purfued his coh- 
qticfts. 

Alexandria was a league and a half in length, 
and one third as wide ; fo that its walls were 
about four leagues in circumference, (d) 

canals had been cut over Lower Egypt ; and the Lake 
Mareotis, into which the waters of the Thebais dis- 
charge themfelves, withdrew fo far, from the? fe^, as to 
form the flip of land on which Alexander built this 
city^ When Caefar, Strab'o, Diodorus Siculus wrote, it 
bathed the walls. Under the Arabs, it retired half a 
league \ and, beneath the deftrudtive empire of the Otto- 
mans, it has difappeared. A traveller who fhould at 
prefent vifit Egypt, having read only Homer, would fay. 
with Madame Dacier, Pope, and many others of the 
learned^ that his defcription of Pharos was merely the 
fport of the imagination. 

(c) Quintus Curtius, lib. 4. cap. 8. 

{d) Quintus Curtius fays they were 80 ftadia, or 3 
leagues one third. Pliny, 15 Roman miles, or 5 
leagues. Strabo, ^fy ftadia, or 3 leagues and an eighth* 
Piodorus Siculus, 96 ftadia, or 4 leagues* 

C4 and 
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and were wafhed by the lake Marcbdson dbtj 
fouth, and the Mediterranean on the north. 
The ftrcets, lengthways, ran ftraight, and pa- 
jallel to each Qther ; thus giving a free paiTago 
tQ the north wind, which, alone, is healthy 
and temperate in Egypt. A ftrect two thou« 
(and feet <vide began at the marine gate, 
and ended at the gate of Canopus, addmed 
by magnificent houfes, temples, and .pubtift 
edifices. Throiigh this extent of profpefit the 
eye Was never fatiated with admiring the 
marble, the porphyry, and the obeliflts^ 
which were dcftined hereafter to embellifh 
Rome and Conftantinople r^J. This ftrcet, 
the fineft the world ever faw, was croffed 
by another of equal width (f)^ thus form- 
ing a fquare, at the point of interfeftion^ 
half a league in circumference, from the 
centre of which the two gates were feen, 
and vcffels under fail, both to the north and 
fouth. 

A mole was thrown up, from the conti-* 
nent to the ifland of Pharos, -ef a mile long> 

(e) It is well known the obtfifts *^ich are at Rome 
vrcre brought from Alexandria. 
.(f) Piodorus Siculus. Strabo, Kb. 17. 

• ^ which 
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^(g) which divided the fcdrbpcir. Ilie inirt 
aK)rth of the Pinole preferved tlic namb of tife 
jgradd harboiii^ ^anda maini(i» caorried froiti 
the ifland to the rock on which tin Pharte 
^ood^ ftcured it from the^wndft winds. 1^ 
other hatbotxr was called Bcmoftfiis, or the 
good return. At prefent^ the 'firft is called 
the New Port, tht fecond the Old. There 
was a bmdge of conxmufiloatioh between th^ 
mole and the dity^ built on high colammi^ 
funk in the &a/and leaving* a Ifree paiTage tb 
veifels. The palace be|fan far beyond ^ 
promontory Lochias^ and extended as far m 
the mound, occupying more thun & fourSi 
of the chy. (h) The Ptolemies all dofca^ 
sributed to its tnagniiBcence $ aiid v^t(^ 
in its walls were the muifeum, that ^{^^ 
ium of the leairned, ^oves, edifices, Wor« 
thy royal majefty, and a temple wherfc ^ 
body of Alexander, in a golden Cdfiin> hlit 
been depofited. (i) The infamous Seleoeut 

CybiofttSti 

fg) This mole was narhcd Hi^a Siadtumy Wttitift^fc 
WAS feven ftadia, or one mile long. 

(hj Strabo, lib, 17, fays it occupied a third. 

ft J Perdiccas ttn^ertook to ttmvty tht body of Al^- 
Under tg thQ temple of Jupiter Atomon, as he had 

coouxianded 
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Cybiofiiaes. violated this tomb, carried off* 
the golden: coffin, and left one of glafs in itS: 
ftead. The ifland of Anti-Rhode flood iii 
the grand harbour; it contained a theatre, 
and a royal palace. In the harbour of £u- 
noftus was another harbour, or dock, dug 
by the hand of man, named . Kibotos, (k) . 
which communicated with the lake Mare*- 
Otis by a canal. Between this canal and the 
palace flood the admirable temple of Sera^ 
pis; (I J that of Neptune was built near the 
gr^nd fquare, where the market was kept. ; 
Alexandria extended itfelf flill farther on the • 
ibuthern borders of the lake, aoid on its 
cafleruL fide was the gymnafium, with por- . 
tipos. more than, fix hundred feet long, refl-* 
ing on feveral rows of marble. columns; 
IVitJbout the gate of Canopus was a fpa- 
dious circus, for chariot races ; and, beyond, 
Jthe fuburb of Nicopolis fpread along the fea 
fhore, like another Alexandria. A fuperb 
wnphitheatre was built herf, »rith a fladium, 

commanded in his will $ but Ptolemy, the. Ton of La-* 

gus, having carried it ofF, depofited it in the palace of 

Alexandria. 

. (k) -Kibotosj The harbour of the Ark, 

: (I) Strabo, lib. ij. — 

for 
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|br theicelebratiorf of the Quinquennalia, (m) 
Such is the defcription which the ancients, 
and particplarly.Strabo, have left us of Alex-' ' 
andria ; a city built three hundred and thir. 
ty-three years before Chrift, and fucceflively 
fubje<a to the Ptolemies, Romans, and the 
. Greek Emperors, (n) About the iniiddlc 
of the fimh century, Amrou Ebn eliAasi 
the general of Omar, carried it by aflault, 
afer a fourteen months fiege, which coft 
him twenty-three thoufand men. Heraclius, 
Emperor of Conllantinople, did not fend a 
iingle veffel to its aid. There are few ex- 
amples in hiftory of a prince like this, who 
difcovered aftivity . in the firft year of his 
reign, flui^bered long afterwards in efiemi-^ 
nate ^idlenefs, and, fuddeply roufing at the 
fame of the conquers of Cocoes, the fcourge 
gf the Eaft, put hioifclf at the head of hte 
armies, (hewed himfelf a great commander 
the firft campaign, ravaged Pcrfia durmg 

fmj Games celebrated once in five years. 

CnJ The tenth year of the Hegyra, and A. iJ. 
651, was,' according to Abulfeda, the year ^94 after 
its foundation. Abulfeda ufes th« word Era, which, 
as I have faid in the li& of Mahomet, is derived froixi 
Arkha^i which in Arabic is f^nonymous Co epocba. 

ievca 
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fcvftn years, rc-cntcied h?s iSSpni^l loaded 
mtfa lanrels^ then> turning thtolbgian cfi 
the Ihroric, loft his energy, i^-^C-^ ^^^ 
reft of his life in difputirtg oh iftbifothelifixi, 
^hilc the Acabs deprived him of the fincft 
provdnces of his empire. Deaf to the trtifcS 
x>f the wretched citizens dF Alexandria, M 
be had feeen to thofe of Jenifalem, C^d) 
.who had defended themfelves for two years, 
he fuffered them to fall hefore thb indefati-^ 
gable and fortunate Amrou; their ^nkV6 
warriors all peri&ing l^ord in hand. 

Aftoniflied at his vidoiy, the cohquArbl' 
wrote to the Caliph — " I have taken thft 
«*city of the weft, the extent of which it 
«^ immenfe, and its miracles too tiumerotks 
^* for me to defcribe* It contains fbtjr th6il- 
** fand baths, t^vfe thoufaiid venders bf 
^ v^etables, four thoufand JevTS, who 

(o) Ovmr led the force of Arabia againft Jerufa- 
iem, which its inhabitants defended with admirable con-^ 
ftancy, and feveral times fent to conjure Heraclius to 
grant them fuccour; but, their pr^ers being fruitlefs, 
they were obliged to yield after a two years ficge, with^ 
out having obtained a fingle foldier from the Emperor, 
who facrificed bis time and treafures tc efiablifh a new 

lea. 

: 5' pay 
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^p2Ly tribute, four thoufand comcdiab^ 
** &c/' (pj 

The library, in w&icki the careful Ptole- 
Qiies had afTembled more than four hunn 
dred thoufand mannfcripts, drew the viiftor's' 
attentioOf who wrote to the Caliph for ot^ 
(}ers. " Bura them," replied the ferocious 
Qmar : " if they contain only what is in the 
*^ Koran they ar« ufelofs ; and dangerous if 
•* any thing more.'* Barbarous "^ fentence, 
which reduced* to aftes the greatcft part of 
the learned labours of antiquity! : Of what 
knowledge, what arts, what immortal works, 
did not this fatal conflagration deprive the 
world ! We ought, perhaps, to date that 
ignorance which fpread a veil over countries 
^at firft gave, birth to fcience from this 
fatal period. Let us but fuppofc three- 
fourths of the works Europe pofleflcs fud- 
cjenly annihilated, the art of printing un- 
known, and an illiterate people become 
mafters of that fine qijarter of the globe^ 
and we can eafily imaging it again fallen into 
that barbarifm which it has been the labour 

(p) Elmacin, life of Omar, p. 30. 

of 
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of fb many ages to eradicate. Such wasi dlCr 
fate of the Eaft ! 

, Thus fubjeiScd to the Arab>, Alexandrii 
gradually declined : the diftance of the 
caliphs of Bagdad prevented their afford-* 
iiig any powerful fupport to Gonnimerce and- 
arts, and population daily diminifhed ; thus^ 
in the year 875, fq) the circumference of the 
city was reduced one half> the ancient walls 
were demolifhed> and thofe built which ftill 
temain* Their folidity, thicknefs, and the 
hundred towers by which they were flanked, 
haye preferved them againft the efforts of 
man, and the ravages of time* This may 
be called the Alexandria of the Arabs,' 
which continued flourifhing in the thirteenth 
century . (r) The equal interfeftion of its 
ftreets made it referable a cliequer ) part of 
its fquares and public buildings were pre-* 
ferved; its commerce extended from Spain 

fqj This happened under the. reign of Elmetouak- 
kel, the tenth caliph of the AbaiJides, and the thirty-firff 
from Mahomet. Elmacin. £bn Touldfty then goverfiof 
- of Egypt, and who thought of rendering himfelf inde-' 
, pendent, built thefe walls. 

(r) Abulfeda, Geographical Defcription of Pgypt* 

to 
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to India ; its canals were kept in fepair^ * and 
its merchandize fent into Upper Egypt^ by 
the lake Marebtis/ and into the Delta^ by 
the canal of Faoua. r^^ The Pharos, built 
by Sbftratcs, of Cnidus, containing feveral 
flories, and farrounded by galleries fup- 
ported by marble colamns, ftill remained. 
This miraculous tower, as Caefar calls it, 
was near four hundred feet high; on its 
fammit was a vaft mirror of polilhed fteel, 
(t) fo difpofed as to prefcnt the image of 
diftant wtSth before they were vifible to the 
eye. This admirable tower fcrved as a fig- 
nal to {hipping ; it was lighted up, during 
night, to inform niariners of their approach 
to the Egyptian coaft, which is fo low that 
thcire is great danger of running a-groui\d 
before it can be feen. Alexandria, in its 
decline, flill preferved an air of grandeur, 
and magnificence, which excited admiration. 
The Turks fcized on Egypt in the fifteenth 

(5) It was built under Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

f^/^Abulfeda fpeaks of this pirror, mentioned by 
fever^ Arabian authors, in his defcription of Egypt, 
and fays, it was deftroyed by the arts of the Chriftians, 
under the reign of Oualid, fpn of Abd el Melee. ' 

century^ 
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cfiituty, (u^)^ an4 this putr a poai^ to itft^ 
g]f>ty. At that timc^ grammas^ aftoqi^qiQ}^ 
geomotry^ andpoetiy, wero QuiUiiVaAed.thprej^ 
bat the iro^ co4 of the Pacbias ijbon drove 
away thefe r^maiaa oi the fini^> arts-i. a pro^ - 
Ivbittoa to expoirfr the corn <3|f the Thebaiflj 
g^e a mortal blow u^ agriculture; the ea- 
Aals dirte4 up^ conpitneFcc kfigui^hed, and ti»&' 
iVkxandria of the Arabs was £> \yhoH]i da« 
populated that not a iingle iehabicaat r^«* 
mained ; the grand buildings they ha4 abfan-- 
doned fell to ruin, no one daring to rep^r 
them, under a government that made wealth 
a. crime, and poor huts were built on the. 
fea fhorC;. The Pharos, which had been, 
reckoned among the feven wonders, of the^ 
world, was deftroyedf and in its flea4 ai 
fquare caftle built, without tafte or orna-^ 
meiit, and incapable of fuftaining the £ire of 
a iingle vesQel of the line. At pr^fent, in a 
fpace of two leagues, walled round, pothifig 
is to be feen but marble columns, lying in 

fu) Sultan Selim conquered Egypt in 1517, and the 
fi^ft aft of this barbarous viftor was to hang Tboitian- 
bey^ the laft kingof the Mamlukes, whofe government 
had fubfiiied near 300 years, under the gate named Bab 

the 
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t}ie duft,. ^4. .Taw^d in pieces^ for the Turks 
i9afc;e miU-ftoaes of them, or ftanding eredt, 
^riQ and rcfifUefs by their enormous weight, 
together with the remains of pilafters, capi« 
tals, gbelifks, and mountains of ruins, heap- 
ed on;jeach other I Who, at beholding fuch 
precious rubbifh^ and recoUeAing the fa* 
Qious monuments of which they were pnce 
a partt can, in the afHi£tion of his foul, re. 
fraiti from weeping over them ? 

Modern Al^andria is a place of fmall 
extent, icarcely containing fix thoufand in- 
habitants, (xj but exceedingly commercial^ 
which advantage it owes to its iituation. 
Jt is built , on the ground over which 
formerly the water of the grand harbour 
flowed, but which the retiring fea ba^ now 
jeft dry. The mole> which waa carried to 
the iflp of Pharos, is now enlarged and be- 
come part of the" continent ; and the ifland 
of Anti* Rhode is the centre of the new town ; 
it is known by an eminence, covered with 
ruinSi The harbour of Kibotos is dry, and 

(x) Ancient Alexandria contained 300,000 free in- 
.habitants, in the t|me ^ Auguftus | a double nunibei; 
of flaves may at. leaft be added, and tlie amount will 
be 900,000. How prodij^pus the didlbreii^* 

Vol. I. D tbe 



34 LETTERS 

the canal that ran into it^ from: the lake' 
Mareotis^ has difappcared ; the very lake 
itfelf, on the borders of which the papyrud 
and datearee abounded, no longer exifts ; 
the Turks having negleftcd to repair the 
canals, through which the waters of* the 
Nile flowed into it. Belon, a very accurate 
obfcrver, who travelled Egypt fome yeare 
after the Ottoman conqueft, affirms that, in 
his time, the lake Mareotis was but half 
a league diftant from the walls of Alex- 
andria, and that it was furrounded by forefts 
of palm-trees, (y) The fands of Lybia are, 
now, where once thefe waters were ! To 
the deftruaivC' government of the Turks 
muft we attritJute thefe deplorable changes. • 
The canal of FaDua, the only one which 
Aill ruhs to Alexandria, aod without which it 
could no longer be a town, fince it has hot 
a drop of foft water, is half filled up with 
mud, and- fand^ Under th6 governmeat -of 
•the Rdmans, and even of the Arabs, it was 
-Navigable - all the- year, and fertilized the 
plains it traverfed ; its banks, were fliaded by 

'^ (y)^^otiy iJefcription of Alexandria. This writer 
*travelle<f in Egypt fifteen years after the conqueft oi^ 
Selim, about • 250 'years ago. 

i - - • — date- 
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date-trees, covered by vines, and embel- 
lifhed by pleafure houfes. f^^ The ft.eam 
only flows now about the end of Auguft, 
and there^is fcarcely fufficient time to fill th» 
refervoirs and cifterns of* the town ; the lands, 
it once made fruitful, are now become de- 

(z) The following paflage of Abulfeda will confirm 
what I have faid. ** No profpefl: can be more agreeable 
*' than that of the canal of Alexandria : gardens, groves, 
*' and an eternal verdure, adorn its banks 5 as Dafard 
<* ei Hadad thus has defcribed them, in thefe beautiful 
^* verfes* 

" How pleafant are the banks of the canal of Alexan- 
•• dria ! When the eye furveys them the heart is rc- 
** joiced I The gliding boatman, beholding its bowers, 
'^•beholds canopies ever verdant; the lovely Aquilon 
. ** breathcis cooling frefhnefs, while he fportful ripples 
** up the furface of its waters; the ample Date, whofe 
** flexible head reclines like a fleeping beauty, Jj crowned 
*• with pendent fruit." 

Oua khalig Elefcanderie ellati tatiha men el Nil men- 
ahfan el mentezhat laenno daiak Makdar eljanebin^ bel Bi^ 
fatin ouafih iecoul el Hadad; 

Ou ajhii ahadet Vainak menzara 
ya efferour bo le calbak ou afda 
Roud le mekhadder eladar oua gedaoual 
Nakajhet aleih id ech cbemal mebareda 
Oua-l'Nakhl Kelghid el hajfan tezainct 
Oua hies men atmarhen calaida. 

' Abulfeda, Pefcription of Egypt. 
P 2 ftrts. 
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fcrts, and the groves and gardens^ around 
Alexandria^ have difappeared^ with the ftreams 
that watered them ; a few trees only are 
{ten without the walls, thinly fcatteredt of 
iycamore, fig, the fruit of which is deli* 
cious, dates, the caper (hrub; and the fou« 
da, or kali, which fpread a partial verdure 
over burning fands, the fight of which is 
infupportable- 

Yet are not all tokens of the ancient mag* 
^flificence of Alexandria effaced; its cifterns, 
vaulted with great art, which were built under 
all parts of the city, and its numerous aque- 
dudls, are almoft entire, though they have 
remained two thoufand years. Towiitds 
the eaflern part of the palace are the two 
obelifks, vulgarly called Cleopatra's nee- 
dles, (dj of Thcbaian ftone, and containing' 
numerous hieroglyphics : one is thrown down, 
l)roken, ^nd covered with fand ; the other 
flill refls on its pedeftal ; each, cut from one 
fingle ftone, is about lixty feet high, and fe- 

CaJ Pocock fuppofes they ftood before the Temple of 
Neptune, but this temple was built near the harbour of 
Eunoftus, and the obelifks are half a league farther, to* 
wards the promontory Lochias; where^ iaccording to 
Strabo, the palace was built. 

ven 
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vcn fquare, at the bafe. Near the gate of 
Rofetta are five marble columns, in the 
place where the porticos of the gymnafium 
flood ; the remainder of the colonnade, the 
ranges of which, a hundred years ago, might 
be traced, (6) has been deftroyed by the 
barbarifm of the Turks. 

A column of red granite, ftanding a quar** 
ter of a league from the fouth gate, parti- 
cularly attradls the attention of travellers; 
the capital is Corinthian, with undented, 
fniooth, palm-leaves ; it is nine feet high ; 
the fhaft and the upper torus of the bafe are 
one fingle block of ninety feet long, and 
nine in diameter; the bafe is about fif- 
teen feet fquare. This block of marble, 
fixty feet in circumference, xefts on two 
layers of ftone, held together by lead ; which 
could not prevent the Arabs from forcing 
feveral of them out, in fearch of an imagi- 
nary treafure. The whole column is a hun- 
dred and fourteen feet high, and ftill pre- 
ferves a pcrfed polilh, except a little chipped 
toward the eaft. Nothing can equal its 

(bj Msuilet, Defcription of Egypt* 

D 3 maje% I 
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niajefly ! At a diflance, it is feen predo« 
minant over the city j and, at fea^ fervcs as 
a iignal . for mariners : near, it creates afto- 
nhhment, mingled with awe : the fpedtator 
is never weary of admi/ifig the beauty of the 
capital, the length of the (haft, or the grand 
fimplicity of the pedeftal ; and, I am per- 
fuadedi were this column traniported and 
placed before the palace of our kings, all 
Europe would come and pay their tribute of 
admiration, as to the moil magnificent mo- 
nument on earth ! 

Travellers, and men of literature, have 
made many fruitlcfs attempts to difcover to 
what prince it was dedicated : the moft in- 
telligent have thought it could not be in ho- 
nour of Pompey, fince Strabo and Diodorus 
Siculus have not mentioned it ; they there- 
fore remained in doubt, from which Abul- 
feda, in my opinion jv might have relieved 
them- He calls it the column of Severus, 
' (c) and hiftpry informs us this Emperor 

(c) Oua cfcanderi^ ala (hat bahr elroum, oua bcha 
elmenarat el mafhhoura, oua beha Aamoud Severi* 

Alexandria is built on the fea fhore, and poflefles a 
famous Pharos, and the column of Severus* Abulfe- 
da, Defcription of Egypt. 

vifited 
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-vifited ^gypUfd) appointed a court of jufttec 
•in the city of Alexandria, and deferved well 
of its inhabitants. This column was a 
mark of their gratitude; the greek in- 
fcription, half efifaced, ■ but vifible on the 
weftern fide, -when the fun (hines on it, 
was no doubt legible in the time of Abulfe- 
da, and contained the name of Severus. 
Neither is this the fole monument eredled to 
him, by the gratitude of the people of Alex^ 
andria ; in the midft of the ruins of Anti« 
noe, built by Adrian, is a magnificent co- 
lumn, the infcription on which flill fubfifts, 
dedicated to Alexander Severus. Half a league 
fouth of the city is the defcent into the ca- 
tacombs, the ancient afylum of the dead. 
Winding alleys lead to the fubterranean ca* 
verns where they were depofited. The fub* 
urb of Necropolis . fej extended thus far. 

fdj The Emperor Severus came to the city of Alex- 
andria, and granted the people a fenate, which, till 
then, had been under the authority of a fmgle |lomai| 
magiftrate, having no national council, but, as in the 
time of the Ptolemies, the v^rill of the prince was then 
law. The benefactions of Severus did not end here. 
for he changed feveral laws in their favour. Sparti- 
anus Vita Severi, cap. 17. 

(i) The city of the dead where there are gardens, tein« 
pies, and ftately ipaufoleums. 

D 4 Advancing 
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Aivanciog toward the §ai, wcxome to a large 
bafoDt hewn in the ixKk which ftandf On ^le 
ihore I two haodfome apartments have been 
cut in the fides of the baibto, with banks crol^ 
i^g them; into theie the iea water rons, ai 
dear and tranfparent as cryftal, through k 
canaU dug with angular turnings to retain 
the fand ; and here I bathed. When feated 
on the rocky bank, the water rifes ibmewhat 
above the middle ; the feet reft on a foft fine 
fand; the waves are heard, roaring againft 
the rock^ and foaming through the canal; 
they enter, raife you up, retire, and, thus 
paffing and rcpafling, bring, with water con-* 
tinually fre£b, a coolnefs moft delicious, un- 
der a Iky fo fultry. This is vulgarly called 
Cleopatra's bath, and there are ruins which 
denote it was formerly embelli(hed. 

I muft not quit Alexandria, Sir, without 
bringing fome of thofe memorable things to 
recoUeaion which have happened in this ci- 
ty • Imagine you behold yonder mount, near 
which Caefar, firing the arfenal of the Alex- 
andrians, coirfumed a part of the Ptolemojaa 
library. At the entrance of this port, repul- 
fcd by his enemies, he threw himfelf, arm** 
ed, into tte waves ; and, ever inafter of hitai-^ 
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ielfi forefteing the numbers of the flying 
would prefently iink his fhip» fwam to one 
more diftant : his prefence of mind faved htm» 
for his veflel and all on board weie fwallowed 
up. Yonder Ckopatra, famous for her 
beauty^ her talents, and arts, enfnared the 
hero, awhile reftrained his ever reftlefs am* 
bition, and, lulling him in the bdfom of vo*' 
luptoufnefs, led him in her train, up the Nile, 
at the very moment he ought to have fet fail 
for Rome, the gates- of which were in dan- 
ger of being for ever fhut upon him. Be- 
fide thefe columns, melancholy mementos 
of the gymnafium, the haughty queen of 
Egypt, feated on a throne of gcdd, received, 
in prefcnce of the wondering world, the ti- 
tle of wife to x^ntony, who there facrificed 
fame to love. Loft in pleafures, having fuf- 
fcred the moment of conqucll to efcape, (he 
caufed hcrfelf to be bit by an afpic, he fell 
upon his fword ; and thus, in death, afforded 
a memorable example to pofterity. 

Where yonder rubbifli lies the mufeum 
flood, once the afylum of fciences. Appian, 
Herodian, Euclid, Origen, Philo, and a mul- 
titude of other learned men, cultivated them 
there. Ignorance and barbarifm have now 

overwhelmed 
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overwhelmed the country of- the fine arts, 
which nothing but fonie prodigious reyolu- 
tion can ever reilore. * 

This is a long letter. Sir; I fhall. there- 
fore forbear to add obfervations on the man- 
ners and trade of the people of Alexandria: 
thefe will find a place hereafter, and I haften 
tp quit a city where one exiils in the midft 
of ruinst .where every objed: infpiresi griei^ 
where the inhabitants are a mixture of Moorg 
and Turks whofe crimes have expelled them 
from their country, ^where the Bedouin 
Arabs come and rob you in open day, and 
where, in fine, nature, dead eleven months 
of the year, decks herfelf in a momentary 
verdure only to inipire lafting regret ! 

I have the honour to be, fi?c. 



L E T- 
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L.E T T E R III. 

Tie route from Alexandria to Rofettaj acrofs 
the defert ; with the defcription of AJbou-- 
Or, formerly Canopus ; the famous temple 
of Serapis i the feftivals held there ; the 
dangers of the defert ^ and the delightful 
environs of Rofetta. 

To M. L. M. 

RoTetta* 

JL RAVfiLLERS, Sir, who go from Alex- 
andria to Rofetta by land, leave the canal of 
Faoua on the right, pafs near the ruins of 
the grand circus, and, on the left, meet 
with the remains of Nicopolis, a fuburb 
which was embellifhed by Auguftus, after 
his vidory over Antony. Here, for the fpace 
of two leagues, nothing is to be ktn but 
heaps of rubbifli, burying the precious re* 
mains of antiquity. Coafting, afterwards, 
befide the fea, the profpedl extends on one 
hand over waves, and on the other over fandy 
fields^ of 9ielancholy and arid uniformity, 

which 
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which is here and there interrupted hj date« 
trees. The Bedouin Arabs bring their flocks 
ta feed here,' during winter, and, in rummer, 
gather fbuda fjj in heaps, burn it, and fell 
the afhes to the inhabitants of Alexandria, 
who export it into Syria, and the ifle o£ 
Crete, where it is ufed in making ibslp. 
Thefe wandering Arabs, on the firft tidings 
of a revolution in Egypt, mount their horles, 
infeft the high roads, and plunder travellers* 
Six leagues from Alexandria is the Madias 
(g) where there is a ferry, at the farther 
end of the canal of Canopus, which, takingf 
its departure from Faoua, falls into the lake 
Behera. This lake is feven leagues in cir- 
cumference, and empties itfelf into the fea^ 
near Alboukir, (b) which fmall town is the 
ancient Canopus. Its diilance, fix leagues 
from Pharos, and its fituation, on the fea 
ibore, perfectly agree with the defcriptioo 
the ancients have given us of Canopus* 
Pliny, who had collected the authorities of 

ffj Kali, fouda, or glafs Wort, is a creeping plant 
which grows in the fands. 

(g) Madiay in Arabic, fignifies the pafiage over a 
lake, or river* 

(hJ This place is called Bekier, by mariners. 

antiquity. 
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antiquity^ fty«» it was formedy an iilandf 
which the afpe^ of thft place makes cr»> 
diblei the land lies To low> in the nc\^ 
bourhoodt that the Tea covered it» in partf 
in Strabo's time. ($) The city» built oo a 
rocki which forms an excellent road for 
{hipping, was fecure from inundation. 

CanopuB was named sifter the pilot of- Me- 
nelaus, who died there j (k) his tomb was 
to be feen in the age when S« Epiphanius 
wrote* The pleafantnei^ of its iituation, its 
temple of Serapis, and the cunning of its 
priefts, rendered it one of the moft famous 
places of pilgrimage in Egypt; multitudes 
came there from the mofl: diitant provinces^ 
and efpecially from Alexandria. Licentiouf* 
nefs reigned, during thefe feftivals, and plea-> 
fure, more than religion, led the pretended 
wot-fliippers of their God thither. The priefts 
were not lefs eminent as phyficians than as 
interpreters of the oracle : fkilful in reftoring 
their exhaufted patients by perfumed baths, 

fij Strabo, lib. 17. 

fij Strabo, lib. ij. Diodorns Sictilus, S. Epipha- 
aiiB) lib. 4. ^p. 3. Tbde authors confirm the opi* 
^ nioti of Homer, who makes Menelaits^land in £gypt«. 
* Odyffey, lib. 4. 

in 
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•iri- fenotrttiDg an injured Jlomadi by nutri- 
tive and fucculent food mingled with fpices, 
and in heating their imaginations by volup- 
tuous pi(ffcures, they fucceeded in reani- 
mating the half loft fenfes. Their cures^ 
all attributed to Serapis, wefe regiftered^ 
and this dazzled the people and ^ncreiiied 
their cdebrity.- ' Never had Divinity more 
adorers; neVei- had priefts more offerings. 
(IJ Strzbo affirms, the canal, between Alex- 
andria and Canopus, was loaded, night and 

(Ij Canopus contains a temple, dedicated to Serapis, 
where, diftincl adoration is paid to this God, in wham 
the very beft people have faith. — Some of the priefts are 
employed in writing the miraculous cures, performed 
there ; others the oracles, which are there pronounced ; 
but the thing moft aftoniibing is to fee the prodigious con^ 
courfe of people, who come, from all parts, to the feafts 
of Serapis, down the canal of Alexandria, which is, day 
and night," Covered with boats, full of men and women, 
who fing and dance with extreme licentioufnefs. Stra* 
bo, lib, 17* . 

Tbefe pilgrimages which exifted in the time of HerO'- 
dotus are ftill continued ; the Pagans went to the tem- 
ple of Serapis, the Turks go to the tombs of their i[an- 
tons, and the Copts to the churches of their faints ; 
.all abandon themfelves to mirth, nor has Turkifli gra^ 
vity abolifbed the want9n fongs and dances which iecm 
to have originated with the Egyptians, . 

day. 
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day, with boatsi ctfntaihing pilgrims whole 
fongs and dances Teemed infpired by libidinous 
diforder, and frantic joy. This canal is at 
prcfent dry, during one part of the year; 
and the ruinous tovtn confifts- only of huts,' 
and a caftfc, provided ^witfi- a-few pieces of 
artillery, to' defend the road. 

Faffing the iferry. Madia, we come to a 
caravarifary, the fole afylum, againft thefe 
burning heats, to be met with during a 
journey of fourteen leagues.* Beyond lies aft 
extenfive, barren, plain, where neither ver-^: 
dure, tree, nor fhrub, are feen ; the eye© 
are half blinddfl, by a torrent of light; th© 
Ikin parched by the fieiy fun. Eleven co- 
lumns, eredled at proper intervals, diredk 
the traveller acrofs the defert, where the 
wind agitates the faod hills till they refem-* 
ble the waves of the fca. Woe be to the man 
who, in the midft of this defert, is overtaketi 
by the noon day whirlwind ! If he has not 
a tent to flielter jiimfelf, he is overwhelmed 
in drifts of burning dull; which, filling his 
eyes and mouth, deprive hifia of breath 
and life. The wifeft way is to make this 
journey by night; and then, at break of 
day, the traveller difcoycrs the palm and 

: M:;-: fyc#Borcr 
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(ypaoiorc^tfeei Cm) wlddx adorn the baok* 
o[ the Nile, and prefently arrives at Roietbi^ 
bathed in fweat and dew. 

When, after a long abode in the centre of 
ruinsj and. a moft fatiguing journey, one 
finds one's (elf in the midfl: of a pleafant 
city, furrounded with groves and verdur^^ 
how does the foul dilate 1 How is it dif« 
pofed to enjoy all the beauties of nature! 
Such is the traveller who, quitting - Alex* 
srndria, comes to. inhabit Rofetta : efcaped 
all the horrors of the dcfcrt, he thinks him* 
felf tranfported into another Eden, where 
every obje£t is the iymbol of abundance. 

Rofetta, called Rafchid by the Arabs^ 
Hands on the ancient Bolbitine branch, to 
which it has given its name. It was found** 
ed in the eighth century ; (n) the increafing 

fand 

CiWJTbc Egyptian fycaimore produces a fig, which 
^ows on the trunk of the tree, and not at the end of the 
^ranches, and which, though fomewhat dry, is eaten, 
'I'his tree becomes exceedingly large, and tufted j it fel* 
doift grows ftraight, but is generally b6nt, and twifted % 
its branches exMbding tery far, horizontally, afford ex«- 
cellent (belter $ its leaves are divided, and its wood, im^' 
pregnated with bitter juic4;, is not fubje£l tp be worm* 
«atcn. The fycamore gFows feveral ages* 

C«/ Neither Father Sicard, Pocock,. Nicburh, nor 
anv cNllff traveller have^xed the time of the foundation 

of 
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(and banks of the Nile no longer permitting 
fhips to/fail as far as Faoua, this new city 
was built at;^ though now two leagues diflant 
from, ' the mouth of the river. Abulfeda 
Informs us it was an inconfiderable place in 
the thirteenth century, foj nor had it greatly 
increafed two hundred years afterwards ; but, 
when the Ottomans' added Egypt to their 
conquefts, they neglcdled to repair the ca- 
bals s and, that of Faoua ceafing to be na- 
vigable,' .Rofetta* became the ftore-houfe of 
the ftierchandize of Alexandria and Cairo. 
Trade iboh made it flourifh, and it is now 
one of the pleafanteft towns in Egypt. It 
ipreads along the weftern bank of the Nilcj 
and is nearly a league in lengthy and' one 

of Rofetta. £lmacin, p*'i52, informs us it was built 
duririg th6 reign of Elmetouakkeli Caliph of Bagdad, 
about the year 870, and under the t>ontificate of Cofmar^ 
patriarch of the Jacobines at Alexandria. . M» Maillet 
allows it* to have been built only a hundred jrears, and 
thinks it replaces Canopus. This is an error. Profper 
Alpinus has codiniitted the fame fault. 

(0) Rdfchid balide ah garbi el Nil il gdrbi and mefah- 
hofil bahr. Rofetta is a fmall city, built on the weftern 
bank of the weftern branc^ of the Njle^ near its mouth. 

Belon, who travelled in Egypt in 1530, fays Rofetta 
was fihaller than Faoua ; at prefent it is one half larger 
than that city. 

Voi.I. E fourth 
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fourth as wide. No remarkable ^tiare is 
feen herci no ftreet perfectly ftrai^t> but 
the houfes^ built with terfacei» fbuiding 
afuhder^ and kept in. good repair, have a 
pleafing aif of neatnefsand elegance. Widi-» 
idi they Contain vail ^partments^ where the 
air has free circulation through a great nam«^ 
ber of windows, kept always open : the lat^ 
tices and tranfparent blinds break . the fun'a 
rays, and thus render the light mild^i and 
temper the excels of the heat. The only 
remarkable poblic edifices are the mofi][ues, 
the lofty minarets of which are built in a 
light, bold, ilile, and produce a pi6lurefque 
eifed, in a town where the roofs are all flat> 
by throwing variety into the pidure. Moft 
of the houfes have a profpedt of the Nile 
and the Delta i a truly magnificent one ! 
Veilels and boats, fome rowing) ibme under 
&U, continually cover the river ; while the 
tumult of the port, the mirth of the ma- 
riners, and their noify mufic, prefent a 
fecne Qver moving, ever alive.^ The Delta, 
that immenfe garden, where the exbauftlefs 
earth is ntfvef >weary of producing, dFords 
an eternal view of harvefts, vegetables, flow- 
ers, and fruits, in iucceifion ; the. s^bundant 
.: i satiety 
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variety of which, at once, gladdens the eyes 
and the heart. Various fpecies of cucum^ 
hers, delicious melons, the fig, the orange, 
the banana, the pomegranate, all grow here, all 
have here an cxquifite flavour. Yet how much 
might culture incfeafe their excellence, did 
the Egyptians underftand engrafting. 

North of the city are gardens, where ci- 
tron, orange, date, aftd fycamore-trees are 
prom\fcuoufly planted^ though this diforder 
isnegligent> the mingling of the trees, and the 
arbours they form, impenetrable to the fun's 
rays, together with the flowers fcattered among 
them, render thcfc groves moft enchanting. 

When the attoofphere is all on fire, when 
the big moifturc courfes down every mem- 
ber, when gafping man pants after cool air, 
as the fick after health, with what ccftacy 
does he go and refpire under thefc bowers, 
and befide the rivulet by which they arc 
watered ! There the Turk, with his long 
jafmin pipe wrought with amber, imagines 
himfelf tranfported into the garden of delight 
which Mahomet prom ifed : thoughtlefs, in 
tranquil apathy, he fmokes the fun down, void 
of defire, void of ambition; his calm paflions 
never paft one curious look towards futurity : 

E 2 that 
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that rcftlcfs aflivity by which wc are tormen-* 
ted, and which is the foul of all our knowledge, 
of all our works, is to him unknown ; content 
with what he poflcflcs, he neither invents 
nor brings the inventions of others to per- 
fedlion: his life, to us, feems a long flum-: 
ber; ours, to him, one continual ftate of. 
intoxication ; but, while we arc ever purfu- 
ihg happinefs which ever eludes our grafp, 
he peaceably enjoys the good that nature 
gives, and each day. brings, without trou- 
bling himfclf concerning the morrow. 

Here, in thefe gardens, the young Geor-. 
gians, fold into flavery by barbarous parents, 
quit, with the veil which covers them, that 
decency they obferve in public. Freed hcre^ 
from all conflraint, they caufe lafclvious dances 
to be performed in their prefence, fing ten- 
der fongs, and relate tales, and romances, 
which prefent an undifguifed pidurc of their 
mannersi and pleafures* Born in a tempe-^ 
tate climate, they receive from nature a foul 
of energy, and tunxultuous paffions ; brought 
afterwards into Egypt, the fire of the at- 
xnofphere, the perfume of the orange flower, 
and the emanations of aromatic plants, vo« 
luptuoufly invade every fenfe: . thea does 

one 
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one fole care employ, one fole defire torment, 
them ; one only predominant want is felt ; 
the violence of which is endreafed by the 
reftraiiit under which they are Icept. 

The principal wealth of Rofettd flows from 
commerce. The tranfportation of foreign 
merchandize to Cairo, and of the produdlioris 
of Egypt to the port of Alexaftdria, gives 
employment to a great number of mariners , 
their veflcls are called fcherms ; fpj a light 
kind of boats, with lateen- fails, ^nd which, 
having no deck, are very hazardous ; a guft 
of wind, coming unexpedtedly, turns thctn 
on their fide, and they founder. The Bo* 
gaZf (q) for fb they call the bar at the 
mouth of the Nile, is a dangerous fhoal for 
them ; the waters here drive and ftruggle 
to find paflfage into the fea, and, v^^hen the 
wind frefliens, the waves ran mountain- 
high, forming whirlpools, which engulph 
veflfels. The Bogaz is (hallow, and, in the 
extent of a league, there is feldoni more thaa 

ip) Scherm, ejcprcffes the fwiftnefs with which thefe 
fmall veiTels (kim the wayes; the fallows of Provence 
call them, by corruption, germe. 

(qy The word, Bogaz, is defpriptive p.f the agitation 
of <the Waves. 

E 3 a paiTag© 
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a paflage of (bme^ew fathoms for the veflHa^ 
which is continually changing: a boatiaad^ 
or pilots keeps foundings night and day^. to 
diredt the mariners what courie they muft 
fteer^ who often are incapable, with all their 
art, to cope with the winds and waves ; they 
mils the paffage, get on a fand bank, and^ 
in a few miniHes^ all is fwallowed up in 
a vortex of water and mud. Numerous 
fliipwrccks happep every year |. there have 
been fevcral fince I have been here. A largd 
boat, richly laden, perifhed yefterday, onth^ 
bogaz ; the paflengers leapt into the water ^ 
an old and feeble man clung to the mafi:« 
and difappeared with it^ three young girlsj^ 
after long ftruggling with the waves and 
current, were fwallowed up ; two robuft fai- 
lors got aftiore ; a woman of thirty, who ha4 
tied a child (he fuckled round her with her 
fafh, fwam vigoroufly ; the defire of faving 
her infant gave her fortitude ; yet, after aa 
hour's contention, againft the violence of tho 
fea, this afFedionate mother was on the 
point of pcriihing, the vidtim 6f maternal 
love ; the boatliien, however, perceived her 
plunged into the Nile and haftened to h^r 
afGilancci fpent with fjitigue, ihe icarcdy 

could 
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could keep herfelf above water; but they 
fwam befide> fupported, and happily broiighf 
her on (hore. Thefe melancholy fcenes are ^ 
frequently renewed. " 

The bar of the Nile is totally clofed, two 
months in the year, and the commerce of 
Alexandria interrupted; but, were it to be^ 
come totally impaffable, and were all the 
Shipping of Egypt to be fwallowed up, the 
Ottoman government would not remove one 
foot of earth from the canal of Faoua, to 
render it navigable. Committed to their 
care, every thing perifhes, nothing is re« 
paired. 

I have many mor^ things. Sir, to tell yod 
concerning Rofetta ; but, as I ihall prolong 
xny ftay in this city, I Ihall wait tijl obfer- 
vation, and the fociety of its inhabitants, 
fliall have ftill better enabled me to execute 
my tafk. 

I have the honour to b?, Uc. 
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T^urtber remarks on Rofetta^ its JoundatunH 
eommerce^ inhabitants^ and gardens \ with 
an account of the procejion of the Pfyili, ost 
ferpent-edters. 

To M. L. M, 

Rofcttsu 

IxOSETTA, Sir, may well excite the 
curiofity of a European, who. {tts {p many 
new objeds that he imagines himfelf tran- 
Iportcd into another world: men and na- 
ture, all he beholds is changed. A dead 
filence reigns throqghout the pity, uninter- 
rupted by the noife of carriage ; camels ar^ 
the carriers here i; nothing alters or difturbs 
the grave walk of the inhabitants : their 
long garments float down to their heels ; the 
head is Ipaded with a heavy turbai^, or en-? 
circled by a fhawl; (rj they cut their hair 
pS^ and let their beards grow* Safhes are 
^ompipn to both fexes 5 the citizen is armed 

(r) They wind the fhawl, fometimes made of filk|| 
^d fometimes of iyopl> vfi 9 long piece^ round the head. 
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with a knife, the foldier with u fabre, and 
two piflols. The women of low rank, whofe 
clothing confifls'of an ample blue fhift, and 
long drawers, cover their faces with a bit 
of cloth, having holes oppofitc the eyes; 
the rich wear a large white veil, with a black 
lilk mantle, enveloping the body like a. do«* 
mino, fo that one would think them in maf- 
querade. A ftranger fcarcely dares look at 
|he(n, to fpeak wqifld be a crime ; but thefe 
mafks are liberal of their iigns, and oglings ; 
and, as this is the only language they arc 
permitted to ufe in public^ it is n^ore ex« 
prefHvp, morp copious, and in much higher 
perfeftion than in Europe: every thing ia 
faid, every thing is wonderfully well un4er^ 
ilood, without opening the lips. 

The cpuntry is as different frpn) the Jfitighr 
bourhopd of Paris as is Rofetta from a 
town in Francp. An immenfe flat, without 
hill or jnpuntain, interfered by inqumc* 
table canals; corn fields s branching fyca. 
mores, whofe unpcrifliable wood preferves 
the mud- wall hut into which the hufband- 
man retires durihg winter, for he fleeps 
undf r the (hade in fummer ; date- trees in 
cluflers^ or foattered oyer ^he plainj, thf^ pro* 

fufc 
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fuie fruit of which is nutritive, fweef, an<t 
ialutaiy ; the cailia; with flexible branches^ 
decked in yellow flowers, and bearing a pod 
well known in Pharmacy ; (s) orange and 
citron«trees untnutilated by the pruning kniiR?; 
whofe projecting odoriferous boughs form 
arbours impenetrable by the fun's rays i 
fuch. Sir, are Ae objcfts of the Deltai and 
fuch its principal trees and (hrubs. Win« 
ter does not rob them of their foliage, they 
fire apparelled all the year as if every month 
were May. 

The land is a black foil, the fertility of 
which fe6ms inexhauftible ; ever produ^ve 
and never fallow. The hulbandmen have 
been preparing the rice grounds* Oxen, 
blindfolded, turn a machine, with buck«» 
ets which empty water into a bafon^ 
whence it is difFufed over the fields, where it 
is left to remain a week : when the earth I9 
thoroughly foaked, men, women, and chil- 
dren, naked up to the wafte, walk and fink 

^t) This pod refembles a l6ng, finall, cucumber, 
wA contains the caffia ufed in Pharmacy; the caffia 
pf Egypt is much preferable to that of America, but, be- 
ing dearer, is negleded by the druggifts. The Egyp** 
tians itft *thfc oitGia flower as a laxativet ^ ' 

deep 
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deep intQ the mud, and eafiljr free the land 
from the old roots. This work done, rice of 
p foot b^ is tranfplabtad itito the rice bed, 
^i) wbere, wato^d cv^ry day, its rapid 
growth is aftonifliing. The grounds, on the 
banks of the 'Nile, and the canals, are plant- 
ed about (he end of July, and reaped in No- 
vember } the (heaves are fpread on the floor; 
a kind of low cart, with cutting wheels^ 
drawh by two oxtn, is driven, by> man fcated 
on it, ovw the rice, and the ftraw is fepa- 
tated from the graini^ which is afterwards 
winnowed; it is next carried to granaries, 
vHiere there is a mill that frees it from the 
hufk I and, thus prepared, it is mixed with 
fal^ and enclofed in Couffes^ (n) made frorttif' 
&e leaves ^f the date-tree. 
. The rice grown round Rofetta is known by 
the name Suliam^ and it is a miilake to fup- 
pofe this rice is ever fent to Marfeillcs; be-^ 
ing appropriated to the ufe and confumption 
of Gonftarttiflople, there arc very rigorous 
laws which prohibit its exportation. The 

(t) The word rice comes from the Arabic rou%^ 
(fi)J'ht word cmiffr is Arabic, and figtoifics the oval 
panniers, v^q of date*tree leaves, in which the rice is 

merchants 
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merchants of Provcdce taker in their cargoet 
at Daxnietta. ' . 

As foonas the rice is dovm, the ftubble is 
torn up^ the land iligbtly drei&dj and barley 
is fown^ which prefently ripeqs. Thofe who 
prefer a crop of hay inundate the fields and 
ibw it with lucerne, (x) which grows fo faft 
that» in twenty days, it is a foot and a half 
high, and fb thick that its furface appears 
one folid verdure. It is three tinotes cut before 
the feafoi; of tranfpUnting the rice ; thus, the 
fame field will either yield two crops, of 
grain, one of rice, the other of barley, or 
four, one of rice and three of hay^ This 
fecundity is^ however> peculiar to the Delta ; 
where the land, lying lower than in the The- 
bais, may be watered all the year, by means 
of the canals and machines above-mentioned, 

Rofetta has a manufadory of cloth : tho 
flax of the country, long, flexible, and filky, 
would make exceedingly fine linen, did they 
know how to work it; but the fpinners arc 
very inexpert ; their thread is coarfe, hard, 
and unequal, The cloth bleached in the 

', (x) The Arabs call it Barfim, it is the only hay 
known in Egypt 1^ ' 

devr 
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dew is for table linen ; the reft, dyed blue, 
clothes the common people. 

One of my walks, round Rofetta, was to 
fee the caftle built by the Mamluks, to de- 
fend the paflage of the river* This is a fquare 
building, flanked with four towers, containing 
artillery; and ftands a league north of the 
town, onthe wefternbankoftheNile. Front- 
ing it is a platform furniflied with cannon ; and 
thefe two forts, inQonfiderable as they are, 
would be fufiicient to impede' the entrance of 
ihips, if the Turks underftood gunnery. Here 
however they are fafe ; Nature has been care- 
ful to defend the mouth of the Nile, by 
throwing up a dangerous bar, the terror of 
mariners ; it would even be impoflible for 
gun-boats to pafsit, did not the boatmen 
of the bogaz ferve them as pilots. 

South of the city, on the bank of the 
Nile, is a fmall eminence, in the midfl: of 
which, an antique tower, half buried, raifea 
its Ixead. A large femicircular bafon, beneath, 
indicates a harbour, at prefcnt filled up. Some 
years ago, a Turkifli merchant, by caufing 
part of the rubbifli to be removed, found 
twenty beautiful marble columns : this was 
to him an u^fortui^ate difcovery. The Beys, 

thinking 
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tbiBking he had carried off concealed frea-i 
fures^ pillaged him of his wealth. None of' 
the learned, who have vifited Egypt, have 
endeavoured to difcover what city could have 
been built here, ^y) M. D'Anville fufpcds 
the ancient Bolbitinum might have flood not 
far from the place where Roietta is built i and. 
he was not deceived, for the ruins I defcribe 
are near this city,, and can only appertain to 
Bolbitinum^ mentioned by Stephanus Byzanti*. 
nus; which to^^ gave its name to one of 
the mouths of the Nile. 

This is a mod pidarefque place ; the ruin*' 
ous tower is furrounded by tombs; on the 
weft is a defert plain, over the burning ex-. 
tent of which one cannot glance without 
fhuddering ^ the flooding light, refledted front 
the fands, pains the light, and the pidure of % 
flerility fills the mind with melancholy. But 
turn to the eafl and how wonderful the con- 

(y) Neither Nicbuhr, Shaw, Pococke, nor Father 
Sicard, mention it. Maillet, who was an exa£t ob- 
fervcr, remarks there had been an ancient city in this 
place, which, he fuppofcd, might have been Canopus ; 
butthefite of Canopus^ is fo perfectly defcrfted, by Stra- 
bo, Pliny, Diodorus Siculus, &c. that there can beno 
doubt it flood where Alboukir now ftands.. 

trafl! 
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tfaft! How charming the view! Here the 
majeilic river is covered with boats^ and the 
Delta with all the graces of ipring, the beau* 
ties of fummer^ and the profafe richnefs of 
autumn ^ as far as the eye can fee are ver- 
dure, fruits, and corn fields. Is not this thot 
pidlure pf that Eden where the Creator placed 
the firft of mortals ? 

. You are acquainted with the Pfylli, thofe 
celebrated fcrpent-eater? of antiquity, who 
fported with the bite of vipers and the cre- 
dulity of the people. Many of them in- 
habited Cyrene, a city weft of Alexandria, 
and formerly dependent on Egypt. You 
know the pitiful vanity of Oftavius, who 
wifhed the captive Cleopatra fhould grace his 
triumphal qar ; and, chagrined to fee that 
proud woman efcape by death, commanded 
one of the Pfylli to fuck the wound, the af« 
pie had made. Fruitlefs were his efforts ; the 
poifonhad pervaded the whole mai&Qf. blood, 
nor could the art of the Pfylli reftore her to life. 
Would you fuppofe, Sir, thefe ferpettt-eaters 
ftill exift ? I myfelf am a witnefs they do, as 
you (hall hear. 

The 
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The feftival of Sidi Ibtabtm (z) was laft 
week held at Rofetta^ and drew a vaft coq-« 
courie of people. A Turk permitted me to 
fee the proceffion from his houfe, where, fcat- 
cd at the window, I obferved this novel fight 
with attention. The different trades gravely 
marched in files^ each preceded by its banher $ 
the ftandard of Mahomet borne in triumph 
followed^ and attraded a prodigious croud; 
all were defirous to touch, kifs, or put it td 
their eyes, and thdfe who obtained this fa- 
vour, returned fatisfied ; the tumult was it- . 
newed inceffantly. After this came thcf 
Cheiks, priefts of the country, wearing lea- 
ther-caps in the form of a mitre, and fing-» 
ing, as they flowly walked, the hymns of the 
Koran. A few paces behind them I perceiv- 
ed a company of men, apparently frantic, with 
naked arms, wild eyes, and enormous fer-« 
pents in their hands, which twined round 
their bodies, and endeavoured to efcape# 

f 2^ Our Lard Abraham. The Arabs, being defeend* 
ants of Abraham, from Ifibmael, hold him in great vene-» 
ration, and keep an annual feftival ia his honour. 

Thefc 
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ilie nccki avoided their bite^ stnd, regardlefs 
of their hiflcsi tbrfe therti with their teeth 
and eat them alive, v^hile the blood ftreamed 
from th^ii* defiled tiiouths ; other Pfylli ftrug- 
gled virith theiii, to force away their prey ; 
the contention was who ihould devour a liv- 
ing (erpent. 

Tiie aftonidied populace followed, aiid 
cried^s^A miracle ! They fuppofed thefe peo- 
ple infpired, and poflcfled by a ipirit^ which 
dcftroyed the effeds of the bite of ferpents. 
The defcriptioii I have fent you i6 exadtj 
the fight firfi terrified me^ and afterwards 
led me to reflect on man^ that ftrange crea- 
ture, to whom poifoh becomes food ; that 
credulous beings who, blinded by his igno- 
rance, cadhot deted a ftaiid which is annu- 
iilly pradtifedi but is prompted to wor£hip 
one of his own fpecies^ who hai art fufii- 
cient to deceive him.' Yott perceive, Sir^ 

(dj The Tfylii, inte ot CyttfiCj potkBcd a fecret 
^gainft the pbifon of ferpents. Strabo^ lib. 17. 

Perl^ips, by feeing on theif fle£b$ they deftroyed the 
efiba of their bite. 

Vol. L F ancient 
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^aclont ufages are not loft^ in a country 
where that tyrant^ cuflom, has particularly 
created his altars and his throne. 

I have the honour to be, &c.* 
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LET T E R V^ 

V^agefrom Rofetta to Boulac. Obfervations 
on the manner of navigating the Nile, on the 

. €anals cut from it 9 the towns 9 villages and 
hamlets 9 built on their banks ^ the produSiions 
and cultivation of the country^ and the cuf* 
toms of the inhabitants. 

TaM/L.Mi- ": . 

dfx N D now» Sir, be pleafe^ to imagine me 
on board a mach, that is to fay a large 
,two mailed boat with an agreeable cabin^ 
and a fmaller one hung with mats curiouily 
worked. A tent on the deck (hades me from 
the fun's heat, and» thus feated, from this 
charming profped will I endeavour to trace 
objects as they rife to view. It is now one 
o'clock^ the anchor is weighed, the fail fwells 
and the north wind, which blows without 
intermiffion at this ieafpn of the year, with 
eafe carries us againft the current: hriMy 
we cut the waves which whitea on the prow 
F 2 of 
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of our fmall veflel. The high minarets of 
Rofetta diminifh, and every moment new and 
delightful views fix our attention. The 
fliQres of the Nile abound in reeds, the 
plains with corn ; the rice is maturing for 
the fickle, arid the wind, agitating its pliant 
furface, makes it refemble the waving mo* 
tion of the fea ; the hufbandman, whoie core 
it is to water the harveft, opens the fluices, or 
clofes the dams at pleafare i the ox turns the 
noify creaking wheel which raifes the waters i 
diftant cots and hamlet; rife, and now and 
then a few hou£:s of bricks, fun-dried ^ and 
now we behold a fmall mofque, with its mi« 
naret by turns concealed and feen amon^ the 
tall trees, furrounded by the orange, the 
palm, and fycamore, every gbjedt fecms to 
fpring from the bofoni of profufion and ver- 
dure ! We have already paft various villages^ 
and an ifland, on the banks of which water 
melons grow ; Of thefe we have made ample 
provifion, for it is impofiible to be fatiated 
with them. Nurtured in a rich foil and 
'Opened by a penetrating fun, here, aniid 
thefe heats, their mehing fweetnefs is moft 
delicious; and, what encreaies their vahijC, 
moft healthy i they may be eaten to exceflf, 

without 
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WIthbtrt dinger or' ihconvcmcnce. The ifland 
wfcerc we obtained them lies between the' 
viliagfes Berimbai^ ihd Meballet el Emir. 

''Yonder we perceive a branching canal, 
^ich, quitting the Nile, goes probably and 
difcharges its ^ W^aters in the lake Bebira^ 
throogh which there is a paffage to Canopus ; 
and now we arrive at Deyrout, a charming 
viifage on the weftern bank of the Nile. — 
Thcf fbn declines, aiid his departing rays 
gild the towering fiiiiiarets of Faoiia, of which 
we have a twilight glimpfe i we (hall remain 
all night within fight of this city. 

From on boardf Oft. %i. 
Faoila is fallen froin its ancient greatnefs ^ 
in the time of Beloh (b) it was fecond on- 
ly to Grand Cairo, The Venetians kept a 
CohfiU there, and merchandife was brought 
thither up the canal that leads to Alexandria; 
but, this being no longer navigable, Rofetta 

fh) We have befdri faid Belon viftted Egypt in the 
fiflMnth century, about fifteen years* after the Ottoman 
c^^ueft. This nattiralift taverfed the greateft part of 
the Eaft, and imported various exotics into France. To 
(im v^ are indebted for the evergreen oak, which, in the 
depth of uridt^, pneferves a fatnt image of fpring. 

F 3 is 
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is now ^become flouriihing^ apd FaoQa has . 
loft» with its commerce, the fource of its 
fplendor. I have taken a hafty furvcy of it^ 
attended by the Janiflary who accompanies 
me. Large ruinous buildings ; fquares, load«r 
ed mth rubbiih ; brick houfes, oat of re* 
pair^ many mofques, deprived of all orn^i^ 
ment^ but few inhabitants, and thofe poor; 
fuch are the melancholy remains of this oe«. 
lebrated city of the Milefians. (c) Built; In 
the neighbourhood of Canopus, and' fome- 
what infedcd by the fame immorality, the 
inhabitants permit proftitutes to live in a pub- 
lic Kan, and >svink at their' difordcrs. They 
intercept paflengers, before whom they ling 
and dance» after the manner of their country; 
i^othing can be more licentious than their 
£)ngs, or more lafcivious than their looks^ 
and geHures. In the neighbourhood of this 
city Rood Naucratis, which alfo was founded 
by the Milefians. 

From on board, OA. 3d. 
The ever favourable north wind has fore- 
run the dawn, and the mariners have. un*. 
furled their fails; and now with eafe we cut the 

(c) I obfcrvcd, in my firft letter, that it was the MUfr* 
figns who built the city atprefent called Faoua* 

rapi^i 



O N E O r P T. 7J 

rapid <:urr«(nt, havealre^y paft feveral i(lands» 
almoft under water ; and hamlets of which 
we caught an occalional glance^ amidft the 
luxuriant verdure ; already we are five miles 
from FisioUa^ oppofite the mouths of the canal 
dog by Alexander, arid which the negligence 
of the iTurks has fufFered to be in part Hilled up. 
Four leagues down its ftream ftands the'little 
townof jDtfWtf»j6^«r,nnhabited by Copts and 
Mahometans, which is the Hermopolis Parva 
deifcribed by Ptolomy, Strabo places it befide 
the river^ but we muft underftand by this the 
canal of Alexandria. Abulfeda has precifely 
marked its fcite. (d) The neighbouring lands 
produce niuch flax, wheat, barley andcotton« 
which is an annual plant. 
. As we advance we fee multitudes of boats, 
fome gliding with, and others ploughing 
againft the flrcam; we hear the rude and 

(d) Damanbour is a town of Egypt to the South-eaft 
pf Alexandria, near the canal which runs thither; it is 
the capital of Bebira, and is called Damanhaur of the 
defert, (♦) Oua men balad mafr Damanhour. Oua hie 
fi-l-fliark, oua-1-genoub en Elefcanderi6. Oua hie caadat 
elbehire. Oua leha Kalig Elefcanderie. Oua taaref Da-» 
manhour el ouaehefh. Abulfeda Dcfcription of Egypt. 

(*) So called to difHngoiih it from two towns of thcfame namei^ 
it being not far from the defart in which are the lakes of 
Natrouut ' ' ^ 

F 4 ' noify 
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noiiy mufic of the mariners^ who nii|g]e llicat 
hoarfe voices with the. tambour de bftiquq 
an4 the artlefs reed flute* Thefe copcortf 
charm not the ear, yet da (hey inHfig^ tfaa 
heart with gladuefs. ^nd now her^s of cosen 
low in the meadows ; thfC hu{bandt9ief|t peOit 
pie the plain to water their Ymy^B^ |ho 
j:naiden8 come from thp vUkigcs^ to w^ tboif 
linen and draw water; th^y dreifr (heioielvet 
heiide thp ilream; th^ir pitchers and tbcif 
plothing lie fcattered on the bapkfi thqp 
• rub their bodies with the mire of tfee Nila^ 
plunge into it^ and ^or( among its wav^^ 
Several of them came fwimniing roqud' onv 
boat, and crying ya Jdi at fpaydi: Give mo 
^ medin, Sir. fej They fwim with grace, 
and their hair, knotted in trefles, floats upOQ 
their fhoulders ; their ilqns are of a fwarthy 
dark brown,^ but, in general they auc cx-» 
ceedingly well fornacd, and the cafe with 
which they fwim, againft the rapid flream, 
is a proof of the force and agility which ex- 
crcifc will beftow, on the moft delicate bo- 
dies. Thus the beauteous Nauficaa, (fj hav* 

(e) The medin is a fmall piece of plated copper 
worth three farthings. 

(fJ Odyffey, book the 6th. 

/ ing 



Jug wailied [her garments^ bathe4 vi^ith heiP 
icompantofHs, when Ulyfles ufiexpcft^dly ftoo(| 
Iiake4 before theip. (g) 
' The wind fjrefliens^ ami our bark fwiftly 
ibuts the Mpi the tortuons courfe of the Nile 
ibterj montent ^fents us a new profpefti 
here a village lofing itfelf in the 4iftant ho- 
rijiron^ th<?iT a town^ with a moi^ue and a 
jgrovc of orange trees ' growing by its fide; 
f^nd cycry where dove houfea, of a pyramidal 
form, in wljich innumerable flocks of pigeons 
gre aiiembled. FV4 Pn thcfe fertile plains^ 

(g) Ulyfles was {hipwreckej on the Pheacian coaft^ 
inhere, overcome with fat igue, heflept, am6ng the brakes^ 
p^ a bed of flowers; thither Nauficaa and her compa^ 
•ions came9 to waib their garments in the river, and, 
baving tithed, amufed themfelves with throwing fiones, 
pht of them fell near UlylSr$, who awaking, ran to the 
olace whence the found of voices proceeded* At the 
fight of a inaii, whohadno otlief covering than the bough 
pf a tree, tl^ icmale flatcs all Acd, but the daughter of 
^^ciao& semaiiied. With dignity fhe liftened to the 
unfortiiiute ftranger, gave him coniblation, recalled her 
puudcfis, commanded them to wa(h and clothe him, in a 
tunic and a mantle. The poet has painted, wi^ admti^ 
aUe art, in the perfon of Nauficaa, the noble dignity 
af birth and virtue, who, certain of herfelf, fled not at 
die fight of a naked man, and whom, being probably 
"jirctchc^ ihe might fuccour. 

they 
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they are plump and delicate^ and only cQfl; 
three medins a couple: the inhabitants 
manure their plantations of water melonii 
with their dung. Night draws on^ and each 
takes to his arms; for the Nile fwarms with^ 
pirates, who attack boats, under favour of .tl^e^ 
darknefs, affaflinate paflengers, who are p£f 
their guard, and. feize their efieds. -We 
have caft anchor s the mafter colle&s his crew, 
and, with a grave deportment, relates niar- 
yellous tales ; to which his circular^ audience 
ijiftens with iilent attention. 

From on board, 0,(£l, 4« 
f* We have lain all night between a fmall 
ifland and the mouth of the canal of Menouf^ 
which communicates with both branchM 
of the Nile, this of Rofetta, and the other 
of Damietta, and obliquely interfcds the 
Delta. It is fifteea leagues long, very widcj^ 
and navigable three months in the year^i 
Four leagues down the ftream, on its bahk^/ 
is thepleafant city of Menouf; (h) the ca- 
pital of the province and the reHdence 6f.t£ic 

[h) The Delta is divided into two provinces, , in 
which two Beys refide* Menouf is the capital of the 
upper, and Mehala el Kebira of the lowers the firffis 
.called Menoufia, the latter (S^arbial .- ^. - -.. 

Bey, 



^cf. -ItiUnds in the mt^fl; ot fertile £elds; 
ibwn with wheat, bean;, bamier, (0 ^d 
dourraj; fi) (haded by groves of tamarind 
wd datert^ees^i and inhabited by flights of 
pigeons, which,, never hearing the terrifying 
CKplpfion of powder, .tfe as gentle as our 
•domeftic doves. 

By breakr of day the no;*th wind had filled 
our tfain, and ;we coaffced among ifles, the 
grafs of which grows exceedingly high, and 
ferves as pafti^rage for bojffalpes. The Jierdf« 
man, feated on t^e withers ^of the foremoft^ 
de/cends the banks of the river, fmacks his 
whip, and leads the way; the whole herd 
, follow^ and lowing fwim; to pafture, blow- 
ing the water from their large nolbrils. 
puring the fummer heats they live in the 

(i) The bamier bears a pyramidal pod, in feveral 
4tvifions, of a citron colour, and full of fpiqr feed. 
When cooked with meat, this pod is very wholefome 
SooA^ and very agreeable to thetafte* The Egyptians^ 
ait liberal of it in their ragouts* 

(i) The Dourra^ or Indian millet, is a tall plant wit)i 
^K^f leafs it bears a pod that contains much grain, 
0f VTiiich the hufbandmen make bread. Tournefort calls 
k, MiliumarundinaciumptawalkQquifimini: Linnxus, 
Mm don glum vUl^/mimhiS €$mfri0$ arijl^ttiu 

Nile, 



Nile, lying afiiong &c w«tc» rrfj^-to 
neck, and feeding 6h the t^er herb fStitt- 
grows upon its bank©. *• The [edwi yicfcf 
abund&nceof rich mUki i»f which the inl|a« 
liifants make excfdleht batlfer,^-' - - ; . 

Our view is bounded, oa the iotiCh, by-^ 
grove of dates and fycamores, -bebhldwineh 
the lofty minare<8 of TerraW appear; This 
Jittle town, buitt on the wefto^ffce ^Niie, it 
but eight leagues from the rtkmiirtsy'df -815 
Macarius. Hither the natroun t* bteclght,^ 
v4rich is obtained from two Idkfes and rauchf 
ufed by the EgyptJans. Some -mifes^ higher^ 
among the Ihade of palm-trees^ wc fee " tfie 
fn^ail port of Ouardan ; wheire-Father Sieaitl 
burnt heaps of ancient manufcripts; depbfiin)^ 
in a dove-houfe, pretending they werelbodk* 
of m^gic. (IJ Thus, in a mpmcnt, blind h^ 
naticifm deftroys the treafures of ages. \,. '^.^ 

(I) The following' pafT^ge is from Father SicanT. ^*'t 
** was informed that a 3ove-houfc, in thrs vrllagc, wai fiP-* 
*f led with papers, containing magic characters, bou^Ht of 
*' foine religious Copts, and Schifmatics : I p^rf<itMe4 
^* my duty, withoi^t refiftancci and eredled the JfcrtiTa- 
** lem crucifix, which the Copts revere, with great dc- 
*** Votion^ in their ftcad.""" tktres .EJ^anteSy page'5'i 
By this it appeals tic' there biirnt^thcrc* miiriuifenplfs, 'Rktt 
of hi^oglyphic characters. 

Tho 
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"' 'The Ani'^s halJF rdn his courfc ; we have 
left Ooarddn ' era our right, and^ if the wind 
cohiinuei, 4iaU rtach JBodlac to-day. Not 
jjuviflagfe^we pafff but wefee the children; of 
both icxes^ exercifing themfelves by fwim- 
tning: ' they: 4aub thcmlfelves with mud, 
{)lunge Nbto the water, and land but tb dive 
isigam. Swimming is here the pleafure of 
neceffity. Egypt being every where inter- 
fered by largOi and deep canals, which are 
fullof Wftter in the time of inundation; it is 
often neceiiak'y to crofs feveral of them, in go- 
ing kom o&e town to another; and, on 
thei^ occtfions, men and women flrip them-* 
ielvGS of thdir light clothing, their (hirts 
and. drawers, tie them like turbans round 
&e heaidi and betake themfelves to fwim^ 
miog. A European is furprized to fee the 
females preferving a fmall morfel of cloth 
to cover only their faces : a Turk could 
eaiily explain this phaenomenon. 

We are arrived at the angle of the Delta 
where the Nile feparates^ and where it is 
two miles wide; the Arabs call this part 
o£ it BatneiBaiara; the Cow's Belly. And 
now, for the firft time, we perceive the 
tops of the two great pyramids, which are 
*. r eight 
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eight leagues diftant, and are g^ded by i^ 

rays of the fetting fun: they refemUe twtf 

pointed mountains, loft in the clouds^ H«& 

to thefe monuments, the moft ancient of die 

works of men I The very, fight lofjnrBS 

religious awe ! How many generations have 

pafTed away (ince thefe enormous piles have 

flood at the foot of that mountain where 

they ftill remain ! The (hades of night en* 

velop them; and our failors, now near the 

end of their voyage, make the air refbond 

with their riotous joy j they light up the 

lanthorn, which is to prevent the veflel from 

being run down^ and perhaps funk, by the 

innumerable boats which pafs and repafs, and 

we are riding in the midft of an ever v^r^g 

illumination. It is now eleven o'clock,^ and 

we have caft anchor before Boulac, the port 

of Grand Cairo, 



LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

Grand Cairo, the capital of Egypt ^ defcribed; 
enquiries concerning its foundation^ with 
proofs from the mojl authentic Arabian 
"writers. 

To M- L. M. 

X HAVE now been nine months an inha- 
bitant of Grand Cairo, that immenfe city, 
where Europeans, crouch in theduft, and 
where the name of- Frank is opprobrious. 
(m) There the fanatic laws of Mahomet 
reign triumphant, and the MufTulman, funk 
in ignorance, imagines himfelf the moft fu« 
blime of beings : with fecret fatisfadion he 
applies to himfelf the following texts : 

" You are the people on earth moft ex- 
^* cellent ; your laws ordain equity, forbid 
** crimes, and you believe in God.'* 

•* The Chriftians, unbelieving Jews, and 

(m)T\i^ moft reproachful epithet an Egyptian can 
ure is the word Frank, which is the general denomina- 
tion for Europeans. 

" ^ *^ idolaters. 



•* idolaters^ arc the rrioft perverfe of nieri i 
•* but the faithful^ who pradlifc virtue, artf 
** the mofl perfe<Sl work of Heaven." (^/2^ 

This oracle, which no one is fo incredu- 
lous as to difpute^ fdeds their pride^ arid 
they tread under foot all who are not of 
their' faith. To avoid being infulted by 
the populace^ and atcomplifli thtt purport 
of my voyage, I have aflumed the habit 
and manners of a Turks my tanned fkia 
is become Egyptian ; a fhawl, botind round 
*my head, conceals my hair, and long whif- 
kers {hade riny cheeks. Thanks to this me- 
tamorphofis, and the eafe with which I 
fpeak Arabic, I unmolft{^cd walk the ftreetsf 
of this city^ and its environs ^ and live fa* 
miliar with its ftrange inhabitants. Curio- 
fity often leads me beyond the limits of pru^ 
dence, but the voice of reafon is feeble where 
an imperious paflion rules. To this paffion^ 
however, you are indebted (of deferiptions^ 
which will^ at leaft, poflefa the merit of 
being exadl. 

Grand Cairo is a modern built city ; this 
^s proved, beyond all doubt, by the writings 

(n) Koran* 

of 
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•f the Oriental hiftorians. I A/eill cite their 
own words y for, when we fpeak of their 
ti0t^ they- themfelves can certainly afford us 
th6 befit* information. 

_.f*.Iii' the year 358 of the Hegyra, fo) 
^^yauiar, Generkl o£ Moaz, and defcendaat 
** of the princes of Kirouan, entered Egypt, 
^^ at~ tEe head of a formidable army, and 
** ctonquercd it from the Abaffides. (p) From 
^^that time, the prayers were read in the 
^ name of the Fatimites, (^gj The con- 
?' queror, wanting a place in which to 
'^effablifli his foldiers, laid the foundations 
^ of Elkahera, f^rj built a palace for the 

f$) Elmacin, page 222. 
"^ (p) The caliphs of Bagdad, flumbering upon the 
throne, were fucceffively ftripped of their vaft domi- 
nions, by their governors ; till, of a power which made 
Che whole world tremble, nothing remained, except the 
title, and the barren privilege of being named firft at 
prayers, in all the mofques. The conqueft of Moaz 
deprived them of that honour, which was not reftored to 
them till 207 years after, when Salah Eddin, of the fa<* 
mily of the Ayoubites, feized on Egypt* 

(qj The Fatimite caliphs derive their origin from Ali^ 
who efpoufed Fatima, the daughter of Mahomet. In the 
year 296 of the Hegyra, they founded a kingdom, on thc^ 
Coaft of Africa ; where they reigned till the year 567. 

(rj The city the Europeans call Grand Cairo. 

YoL. i. G ^[ Emperor, 



^^Empiroti «a<i coidmAaded tbb noibUIiy 
^' afid irmy lo iohabic this d^w city. Four 
^'ycM after tbi«,. Moas foribok hii )giB^ 
<* dom^ in Barbary, and catnc to chjoy his 
«' eonqucft^ This year the building pf .Grand 
^' Cairo tva($; complete^ ftnd the domiaiott 
*' of the Faiunites rendered permaneni/' 

Moaz, 10 ^ tnaodace to hiifoD^ harthe 
following words. '^ At the mommt thi« 
^< city . was founded^ the. planet Maf» WM . in 
*^ afcenfionf i^nd. it is Mars who conquers 
<• the univerft s f ij therefore have I given it 
« the name of Blkahera/' /^/y' The fouflda-^ 
tion of Grand Cairo has been a fabjed of 
difpute^ and error^ among travellers^ and 
learned men ; (uj permit mc^ therefore, Sir^ 
to add, to the tcflimony of Blmacin, thede* 

fcr^ption 

(sj The excavations were dug, which furrouirded the 
city; materials were prepared; the .oftroxlosiers^ With 
ftiathematical mfiruraents, bbferved the afc^ht of Mars i 
at the proper moinent, the. figiial Wfts given^ and tiie 
foundation of Elkahera was laid, ' with fiiotttSs ol^y/ 

CO The Word Elkahera k the nauic of A* plairfl 
Mars I and Hkewife fignifies vl&oribus. 

(u) Profpcr Alpinus fays, ** Grand Cairo is the city 
•* which the ancients called Memphb.^ foyage d* Eg^Uf 
page 17. 

Father Sicard^^preteods Gitod Caire was l;>uilt hy 

^ Zhtk 
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jferlpddn of Abalfcda. ^it) This Writer, fa- 
ttiou3 both as d geographer and hiftorian, 
has bequeathed us man/ ittterefting parkidu'* 
rar$,no wh^re eUd to bb found* 

•« Befide Foftati {f^ a little to the ndrth^ 
** ftandi the tity of Elkaheta> biiilt by Att 
^' Fatimite cali^t Tliefe pritt^et^ whb hall 
^' founded an i^ttipire on the ctoft bf Bar^ 
*< baryi became mafters of Egypt. fH* 
^^firft cod^queror Who reigned there wii 

Ebnel.Aas^ thelieutetsaht of Omar. £etires £i^/imtesi 
page 468. 

The p^agies I have did ftre fuft<^ient b fefutte thefe 
European writers ; Whofe dpinioii) void of proof, is con* 
traiiiaory to &11 OrieiitSil hlftory. 

f^) «< Oua ila jaheb d Foftat then Iham^ih'a^ Sid^U 
^^ ftel elkfthera^ ahediha elkolfa elfateihiOuA £lIas&iK 2a- 
*« hareU Belgatb^ tx>lh metekoa el maff ; Oua tafi ^6424.- 
^< men niei^k menhoih bettiafr Moat ebti Slmahfot-^ 
^* Oua akhtat elkihera' fi ffiie tefia^ oua thim&hy bUa 
^\ talai Inai'at } Oua can^t dkahera biftahlelie, tailouni 
^^ ala elcarb meh medihet mtlkfaom eImatoUf<l beleataiah i 
^^ oua famet elkahera l^eltefaoual ai ickhof ft^ii kh&lef. 
^^Mftrha; oua elkahek^ leift ala (hatt & Nil, belft; 
*^ fliaf kio ; ouil el Foftat ala bafkt el Nil i oUa hie 
^^ mahatt^ ou acllaa leimarakeb, oua befabab Zalek far 
^* el Foftat adar rdcca, oua afkas afaara iHeh elkabera/^ 
Abulfedcfs bijcfipfhn q/ Mgyp- 

(y) Foftat is the city which we improperly c^l Qlji 
Cairo. 

G 2 " Moaz, 
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*« MosiZf the ion of Elmanfor.— He laid the 
*• foundation of Cairo, in the year 359 of 
*« the Hegyra. — The ground on which it 
^' was built was a garden, belonging to the 
"fon of Toulon, fzj which ftood be- 
" fide the royal quarter of Catayah^ (aj 
^^ in which he refidedr This new city was 
^* nan^ed Elkahera^ as predidtive of the con* 
<^ quefts it (hould hereafter 6btain over its 
'^ enemies. It is not^ like Foftat, fituated 
•* befide the river Nile, but a little to the 
** caft ; for which rcafon the latter is beft 
^* adapted to trade ; boats come up to it 

(z) Toulon, a famous governor of Egypt, rebelled 
againft Abou Ekbbas, the fon of Elmetouakkel, the 
fifteenth caliph of the Abaffides, in the year 264 of the 
Hegyra, and made himfelf mailer of the country, over 
Vfhich his 4efcendants reigned till the year 2929 when, 
being vanquifhed by-Mahommed, general of MoAefi 
Bellah, the feventeetith caliph of the Abaffides, they 
. were brought to Bagdad. Elmacinr 

(a) Toulon built a fuburb, on the north of Foftat, fo 
large that they called it the royal city of Catayah. 
This fuburb is now included in Grand Cairo, and ftill 
contains a magnificent mofque, which this prince 
•<;^ufed to be built, as well as the palace he inhabited^ 
which is at prefent known by the name of Calaa elka* 
beck. 

^« fronci' 
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•*from all Egypt, and provifions are cx- 
** cccdingly cheap there.- ' , 

Abulfeda, and experience, both, tell us 
the fituation of Grand Cairo is not fo advan- 
tageous as that of Foftat i nor is its dift- 
ance from the Nile the only difadvantage 
felt there : the fteril chain of mountains, 
called Mokattam, totally void of verdure, 
prefenting a profpe£t of arid fand, and (lones 
calcined by the fun, are on its eaft ; and, 
when the north wind does not blow, refleft 
a fufibcating heat on the city ; the inhabit 
tants breathe a burning air, and are obliged 
to wait till night for refrefliing coolnefs. 
For this xeafon, it was long before any 
thing was to be feen where Cairo now ftands 
but gardens, pleafure houfes, and barracks for 
the troops ; it owes its fudden increafe to an 
incident, which I ihall relate with pleafure^ 
becaufe it affeds our own hiftory. The 
French, under the command of king Lufig- 
nan^ extended their conquefts over Syria, and 
carried their vi£torious arms as far as Egypt. 
•* In the year 564 of the Hegyra (b) they 

** took 

(h) ^^ Oua fi sen6 arba oua fettin oua khams6 maiat 
^^ elfrangi melekou belbes, oua nahabouha, oua catalou 
G X «* ahelha 
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V took Bajbdis by afliultj^ put t part of th$ 
<< inhabitants to the fwor4> and led the reft 
** captiv?* Eiatcd with f»cccf$, they marched 
^^ tQwardj and {cizci on» Cairq. Shfumart, 
^\ king of Egypt, fet fire to Foftat, fearing 
^' it would fall into their hands, and the 
^' flames fpfcad fo rapidly that <he city 
^* burn.t dqring four and fifty days* Unable 
^^ to rcpcfl, by force, his enterprizing cno* 
^* roies, this feeble prinp? had recourfe to 
^^ artifice i jbe gave thenn a hundred tihou£uid 
^* dii^rs (crowns of goW) and pfomifodthcm 
^^ a milliont on condition they would retire a 
^^ they did f9f and loO: their conqueft and 
^♦'' the prQqpiiftd fum/ • 

By the dU^fter of Foftat, Grand Cairo bo* 
<ame cinriohed; the unfortunate inhabitants 
quitted their aflies, and took refuge in the 
jiew eity, which affqmed ^e ponnippus fur^ 
f^am? of Mffr^ peculiar to th?? capital of 

^^ ahelha, qua cfro^bom $ torn farou men belbes oua 
*• nazelou ala elkahera oua haieroul^a. F^harac 5Aa- 
?* ouar medinct q^afr tzufzxi men ea icmlckha clfrangi ; 
** fe baquait clnar tehrokha arbaat oua khamfin ioum y 
^* oua faneh Shaouar elfrangi, ala elf elf dinar, iehmelha 
«* eleihom, fe hamal eleihom maiat elf dinar, fe falhoin 
«« en ierhelou an elkahem kicA^ ala g^OMt ehn4 OUa 
^ biOalo, fe rahaiou.*^ Ab^ilwl^ • * -- 
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Sgypti ^nd Sakb Eddin came here, and efta<» 
l^lUbi^d the dyoafty of the Ayoabites, (c) 

<* la the year 572 of the Hegyra, he buil( 
'^ fbe w^U which fqrround Grand Cairo, and 
'< the caftle on mount Mokattam^ (d) Tbe 
^V circumference of thefe walls was 29,300 
/< cuhitSt (about three leagues) and he conti* 
'< .aued this work till his death/' (^J 
. Thefe walls are (till almoft perfeft, though 
occafion«l]y mach c<mcealed by ruins uA 

(c) T&e femottf Salah Eddiii, or Saladin, wbd twentf^ 
Tears vmiircd with die Fhuiks, w6, drere them dtnqft 
Mtireijr from the Eaft, was appointed governor of Egypiv 
by Nour Eddia, in the year ^64 of tbo Hegyra, of whkli: 
he became ibvereigii d>ree years afjter^ and rapidly ex* 
tended his conquefts in Syria and Mefepotamia. Hs 
was bent at 7>rWf^ a ftttmg place betwtea Bagdad and 
MofulriadieyearsS|tfthftI|sgjr|i, and diodasD<k 
maictis in s8a* 

(d) <VF| hsdc off^ (etain w% Jdviins^ maist) ama| 
** Salah £ddtn beinan efloiir eddiar ala mafr dlluhera^ 
'• oaa dfcalaat ata eggebal elmc^ttaipi. b^a dot)r tetl|: 
^< taflSuit oim afherta tif draa, ooa t^ m^iat drsa, oua 
M Jatni leel elaml it a en quit.'* 

1^9 rf S$lab BdMn. 

O^ This paP^ge fbf^u^y QV^rtmw tie qiinion of ^ 
Father Sicard, who fays the caftle was built by Queen 
Semir^&j and 1^0 $bj^t pf Shaw» I^ii^i^Jiri ;|nd manjp 
other writerSj^^hohAvs fi^ppoftd it the %tr^iiaf ?abp 
Ml wbich the Periians built in Egypt» .\ . :.,.Y\ 

G 4 houfcs; 
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houies : they have feveral gates^ of fimple 
and majcftic architedlure ; which, with fome 
mofques, deferve the admiration of travellers. 
Salah Eddin, the protedbr of letters, * beilt a 
univerfity in the quarter of Caroffei ^&^ thd' 
beautiful mofque in Which is the Xomhoi Skaf^* 
fey^ the founder of one of the four fefts of the' 
Sunnites* (f) The mofque ftill fubfifts, but 
the univerfity is in ruins, and the academy Dja^- 
ikab EUifhar {ih^ moique of flowers) has fup-*' 
glied it3 place. Arts and fciences flourifhed 
till the Turks becaoie mafters of £gypt». but 
then, decayed. * Enemies to human know*** 
tedge, they have ftiflcd wifdom and learning 
throughout their whole empire: their only 
iludics, at prefent, are thecJogy, while their 
iimumerabb commentators have made a chao» 
of the Koran; grammar, which is neccffary to 
read this book corredHy,'in which is con- 
tj^ined their Veligion and laws i and aArplogy, 
Zr ftudy to which ignorant nations alway&^aro' 
addidted. ; : . . * 

In the fifteehth century. Grand Cairo was 
one of the richeft and moft flourKhing cities 

' (f) Thofe fe£lst>f the Sunnites, called orthodox by 
the Ntahometatis, are Sbaffiy^ Hiaujiy Hanbaliy and 

:! !^ -> in 
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in the world, the emporium of Europe and 
Afia^ and traded from the Straits of Gib- 
raltar to the fartheft limits of India. The 
difcovery of the Cape of Good-hope, and the 
Ottoman conqueft, have deprived it of a great 
part 6f its opulence and fplendor : yet, not- 
withftanding many of its canals, whidi 
brought the trcafures of the Eaft and Weft, 
are become dry, and the city itfelf groans 
under the yoke of the Pacha and four and 
twenty Beys, its admirable fituation, and th« 
fertility of Egypt, are advantages ib great 
that, in a fpace of three leagues, it ftill con-* 
tains a multitudinous people, and immenfe 
riches. 

I hope, ^, the authorities above cited 
will afcertain Ae origin of Grand Cairo. 
Before I am more circumftantial concerning 
this city, it feems necefTary to defcribe Foftat, 
of which I have fpoken fo much, and this 
will be the fubjed of my next letter. 

J have the honour to be, &c» 
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LETTER VII^ 

Foftat founded by Atnrcu 'Bhn EIms: the city 9 
its inhabitants and monuments^ with tb^ 
ancient canal that ran to, the Red Sea^ de^ 
fcribed. Refutation of tboft authors who 
have fuppofed this city to be the ancient 
Babylon^ founded by S^mir amis. 

Tom:l,m, 

HE city of Foftat, commonly called 
Old CairOi has be«n> Sir» the fubjeft of 
many difcuffions among the learned who have 
written on Egypt, (g) Moft of themi 

^ fcarching 

f. ;•. . . ,. 

(g) M. Maillet pretends the governors of Egyptf 

mider the Emperors of Conftantinople, made Foftat their 

place of kfidence, Vfaen Amrou fbn of £1 Aas took it, 

after a long fiege. DefaipHm JU fEgfpUy tom4 i.f. 194* 

--This is an error. 

Shaw, fpeaking after the geographer of Nubia, fays, 
♦* The city of Fofbt i^ the vcij fiwae 'called Mafr, a 
^* name derived from Mifraim, the fon of Ham, the fon 
^* of Noah, to whom be peace, for he was its firft foun- 
•* der." Shaw's Travels, p. 294. — This opinion is far 
from the truth. 

Father Sicard, citing Jofephus, fays, *« Old Cairo 

\^ yif^ the ^cient Lete. Cambyfes fettled .the Babylo- 

' ♦* niaiis 
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inarching Greek and Latia authors for iti 
prigm» have been deceived : had they looked 
Into the annals of the Eaft^ they would hav€ 
found the truth;i and avoided a inultitude of 
errors which have glided into their deicrip-^ 
tions. I fliaU follow my ufual plaut and* 
inAead of opinion^ cite fads. 

** In the twentieth year of the Hegyra^ 
♦* Amrou, fpnofEl Aas, built MafrFoftat, 
*^ in th? very place where he had encamped 
^^ before he went to the fiege of Alexan** 
♦^ dria. His tent was left (landing there, 
^* becaufe he would not deftroy a dove'a 
*• ncft and her young : returning from his 
^^ concju^, the general laid the foundation 
/* of the city, to which he gave the name of 
♦^ Foftat/' (kj 

This pafiage precifely marks the foundation 
of Foftat, where the goverpors fent by the 
Caliphs fixed their refidence^ It took the 

f* niaixs in this city; who, having conquered Egypt, 
^* remained there." teitr^s Edifiantes^ p. 473. 

Old Cairo, was not built in thatime of Jofephus, %s 
Jjiftory teftifies, but the fbrtrefs of Babylon, ftanding near 
the place where that city was built, remained. 

('i J Elmacin. Hiftory of tbeArabsr-Foftat, in Arabic, 
^gnifies tcft. 

furname 
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farname of Mafr, (i) which Memphis had 
before borne^ and which the Arabs always 
gave to the capital of Egypt ; and its fituation^ 
on the banks of the Nile^ and near a canal 
communicating with the Red Sea, loon 
made it flourifh. It was about two leagues in 
circumference, when Shaouar, (k) five hun- 
dred years after its foundation, fet it on fire» 
to preferve it from the French. This was 
the fatal period of its power; for, with its 
inhabitants, it loft its trade and riches. Grand 
Cairo then became the abode of lords and 
kings, and received the pompous name of 
Mafr. Foftat, then, added the epithet Elatik^ 
iignifying the ancient, to that of Mafr^ 
which it preferves to this day. (I) 

To 

(i) The Arabs pretend that Mifraim, the fon of 
Ham, came and fettled in Egypt, which they, therc^ 
fore, call Mafr ; and beftow the fame epithet on th^ 
metropolis of the country. 

(k) See the preceding letter. 

(I) The oriental hiftorians have never called Foftat 
by the name of Kahera (Cairo) ; they firft named it 
Foftat, then Foftat Mafr ; and, flnce its decline, Mafr 
Elatik. The Venetian merchants firft gave it the name 
of Old Cairo, and travellers have repeated the error. 

Oua Foftat madine mahedta benaha amrou ebn elaas, 
lamma fatah diar mafr fi khalafet Omar* Oua can fi 
inauda el Foftat Cafr m'iXi bena elaouail iecal lo cafr 

elihamah. 
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To the above dcfcription of Elmacin the 
learned Abulfeda adds circumftances which 
throw great light on hiftory. " Amrou, fon 
«« .of El Aas, having conquered Egypt, laid 
^* the foundation of Foftat, under the Cali- 
*• phet of Omar. Near the place on which 
*' he built it was an antique caftle, called 
** tie Cajlle of Lights. The mofque of Omar, 
'^ built at a little diftance from the ground 
** on which the general had creded his tent, 
*^ flood within the city^ Foftat Mafr wa^ 
** the feat of government, in Egypt, till the 
** time that Ebn Toulon. built, north of its 
** walls, the fuburb oiCatayah, to which he 
** retired with his army, and there founded 
** the celebrated temple which bears his 
** name.'* (m) 

The outlines of the caftlc, mentioned by 
Abulfeda, ftill remain* They are thick walls, 

clfliamah, fe can Foftat amrou be janeb el jameh 
elmarouf bejameh Omar be mafr. Oua lam tezel m^fr, 
oua hie Foftat courch lelmemleke eddiar elmafriat hetta 
taula ahmed Ebn Toulon. Oua bena lo oua rafquero' 
clcataiah fi fhemali raafr. Oua bena and elcatdiah 
d)ameh elmarouf bo djameh Tailoun. Abulfeda Defcrip*- 
tion of Egypt, p. 33. 

(m) I mentioned this temple in the preceding letter i 
it is one of the mgfl: beautiful mofqucs in Grand Cairo. 

in 
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in the fdrm of a parallelogram, the MtU 
quicy of which is very ftriking« It (lands eait 
of Foflat) on the iide of mount Mokattam^ 
Chriftians inhabit thefe ruins^ among which * 
the Greeks and Copts have churches. Several - 
ancient arches are ftill ftanding, betireen thisr ^ 
plate a;id the river; there are others faal# 
deftroyedj and a hexagonal buildings on the 
banks of the Nile, denotes the remains of the 
aquedud: which conveyed water to the caftfe*" 
Here then. Sir, behold the fortrefs of Baby-i 
loo; an objed: of refearch and error to fo 
many of the learned : it was built by the Pcr-*^ 
fians when they ravaged Egypt^ under Cam«* 
byfes i or, as other writers will have it, when 
Semiramis came there, at the head of a formi-* 
dable army. We may know it from the 
dcfcription of Strabo* (nj The Perfians, who 

fnj Up the Nilcj above Heliopolis, riow called lAz^ 
taree^ two leagues from Grand Cairo, is the Gaftle of 
Babylon^ fortified by nature and art 3 it was built hf , 
(boie Babylonians, who, with the confent of theif fo-* > 
irereign, retired thither^ Here^ the Rpmafis keep one of 
the three legions, who guard Egypt^ in garrlfon. Th^ 
mountain gently d^fcends f^om that fortrefs to *th# 
banks of the Nile ; a hundred and fifty flavcs arc conti* 
jpiually employed in ratiii^ water thither^ by the means 
of wheds and fcrews« Strabo, lib, 17^ 

adored 
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idoctd tkt ftuki kept a perpetual fire here, 
which occafioned the; Arabs to name it t&e 
cq^ tf Ugbts.(o) . 

Ma{r Elatik is only half a league in ex-> 
tent, but Is ftill very populous, and tolerably 
Gommerciah The boats from Upper Egypt 
come here, and from hence aicend again up 
the Said, (p) The Copts are very numerous, 
and have ieveral churches in this place, the 
largeft of which is that o^ St. Maca* 
riuSi where the patriarch is inflalled* . The 
church of .St. Sergius contains a cavem^ 
which the chriftians hold in great vcnera*^ 
tion, pretending that the holy family, ily-* 
ing from Herod, retired here« I faw. 
the hiilory of this flight painted on the 
door of a recefs, in which they fay mafs : 
the coftume of the Bail is perfedtly obferved 
in this pidure, and the head of the Virgin 
tolerable. The negle^ of coftume, among 

(oj Niebuhr has given the paidlelognun figure o^ 
this caftle, in his plan of Cairo \ but he has taken it for 
Ae citadel, the honour of conftruding whidi he hai 
boftowed upon the Arabs. 

(^j The Arabs call Upper Egypt, Said^ b^iiming 
above Mafir Foftat, and tndiiig at AiTouafij^ . fonncily 
Sycnc. 

teodern 
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modern painters^ too often detttoyiiiic^cSt 
of their fineft compditions. 

A hexagonal building (lands at the en- 
trance of Old Cairo» each fide of Tdiich 
is eighty feet wide^ and one hundreil 
high. Oxen mount up a very gentftf ^^ 
cent, and turn a wheel, which raifes watei^ 
to the fummit of this building : five bafoni? 
receive and retiim the water into an aque- 
dud, fuftained by three hundred arches, 
which conveys it into a refervoir; therd 
bther oxen, and a new machine, raiie it to' 
the palace of the Pacha. This is a wofk' 
of the Arabs, which they have conflrufted 
according to the plan of that defcribed by Stra- 
bo, the remains of which are fcen between the 
citadel of Babylon and the Nile*; the only 
difference is the Mahometans employ oxen 
inftead of men* 

- The environs of Mafr Elatik are fcattefed 
over with ruins, which indicate its ancient 
^xtent, and which, were hiftory defective, 
would fufficiently atteft it to be modern* 
They want that majeftic charadler the Egyp-^^ 
tiahs gave their edifices, and the impreffion 
of which time cannot efface. Neither fphinx, 
column^ nor obcliik can be found, among 

theft 
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iSkeSk hapB of tttSbi(h# Within the city 
are thick walk, round a -great fqaare^ in 
which they depofit the corn of the Thebais^ 
deftined fof the provision of the troops.^ 
This endofure th^ call Jofeph's granaries, and 
the name has impofed upon fome travellers^ 
who have taken it| without examination^ for 
the work of the fon of Jacob, though there 
is nothing appertaining to it which befpeaks 
antiquity, and hiftory has informed us it 
was built by the Mamluk kings. Memphis, ^ 
the refidence of the Pharaohs, was the place 
where Jbfeph^ the fuperintendant of the corn 
of Egypt, ereded his magazines* 

Jud ^trithout Mafr Elatik, near the wa«> 
ter works, the kbalig^ (q) which runs 
through Grand Cairo, and which is annu- 
ally opened with fo much ceremony, begins. 
Mod; modern writers have attributed this 
canal to the Emperor Trajan, (r) on the 

authority 

(q) The Arabs call all canals, kbalig. 

(r) §haw calls it, amnis Trajanus. Shawns Travels,' 
p.aQ4. 

Pococke fays — " Oppofite to this refervoir of water, 
** at the Nile, is the canal that conveys the water to 
** Cairo, and feems to be that which was made by Tra- 
.*• Jan." Poc. Trav. vol. I. p. 27. 

Vol.1. H Fathct 
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^uthoriQr of th^ padage in Ptolemy* whkll 
%s, the river of Trajan runs betvreeii.He- 
Uopolit and Babylon j but thi« Emperw cut 
no canal in Egypt; il work of thfe kind 
nuft be attributed to ht9 fucceflbr. who 
^Miilt the city of Antinoc. The canal Pto- 
lemy means begins a league and a half below 
Old Cairo, and paiTes near Heliopo^i apd 
this is what Macriau, (s)_ with reafoo, . calls 

• the khalig of Adrian. 

The origin of the canal, the moitfh of 
which is at Mafi- Elatik is too wdl defcfibed. 
by Elmacin, for any <»e, whQ confnltft ori* 
ental hiftory, to confound it with Utlt cf 
Adrian. Amroa having lent intelligcoce to 
Omar of the taking of Alexandria, and ca* 
mels loaded with wheat to Mediod, then 
ravaged . by famine, the Caliph OOQgrata- 
lated him on his fuccefs, and thus, added. 
"Dig a Hhalig, (t) by which the prOduc- 
** tions of Egypt may be taken into, the 

Father Sicard goes fiirtber, and fays—" Ttis »» the 
«* canal which Ptolemy calls, amnis Trajanuaj Qfin- 
*' tus Curtius, Oxius ; and the Arabs, MerajE^." 
Lettres Edifiantes, p. 470. 

(s) Macrizi, hjftory of Egypt. 

(0 Slmacin, biftory of the Arabs. 

f'fea 
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^ fet 0f Colixmm, (u) and from theftce to 
^^ the port of Medina. Amrou executed 
^^ dm gi%at MTOtk, and dug the khalig to 
^ which the name aitbe river of the princes 
*^ of the faithful was given ; (x) and the 
^* veflafi which go ffom Fbftat carry the 
r** prodafi&ifc of Egypt into the Tea 6f Cot- 

Tbisr Sir, w« the origin of the famous 
t:anal which tra^vclleft^ nepeating each others 
WOTds^vhdve caUl!^|tt)|^s 'jjf'rajanus. It be- 
git»ni^Foftat, raaSi-'lelftgthwjiys, throrrgh 
Cf ffid^ Cairor fills the ponds of that city, 
JEud tfffiifties: itfetfil 'fOdle leagues beyolid, in 
ikutl^iPfOe :{y} otf' Ae j^lgrims of Mecca. 
The^ tartow ptki608 who hav^ fucceffivdy 
»igtted?<»rer Egypt, feveral of Whom wete 
enenfiM t» the CaNphs, have fuiSered! if lb 
become dammed up, and it no longef erhp^ 
ties its waters into the Red Sea ^ but, as it 
was cut throttgh tticks for th6 Ipace of 
twenty-four leagues, the mud and fand with 

(u) Colzoum, is the name the Arabs give to the Red 
Sea 5 it was derived from the fmall town of Colaioum, 
the ruins of which are fome diftance from Suez. 

(x) Khalig el emir el moumenin* 

(y) Birqtie is an Arabic word, iignifying an cxtenfivf 
piece of water^ 

H z which 
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which it is filled might caiily be tcmavcA. 
By this important communication with tht 
Red Sea, Grand Cairo would pnce more be- 
come the moft wealthy and commercial city 
in the world. 

. Let me hope. Sir, your love for truth 
wHl indulge me in thele difcuflions, finee 
they ferve to throw light on certain parts 
of hiftory which have been, in the utmoft 
obfcurity* I fhall: fpon have occafioh to 
enliven and make my narrative more agree- 
able ; the country where I am at prefent is 
another world, prcfenting fcenes contimially 
jicw ; I will endeavour to trace them fuch 
as they are. You ihall hear the Turks 
ipeak for themfelves, ihall fee them 9l&,' and 
I will leave to you the fatisfaAion; which 
the enlightened mind always takes in judging 
foritfelf. 

X have the honour to be^ &c» 



LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 

^be extent tf Grand Cairo j its Jfreetsp^ 
fqUareSf and mofques. The palace of Sa^ 
IS Eddin, buHt on a height which over^ 
looks the citj, where are found Jiatefy 
columns of granite^ and the famous well 
of Jofeph, defcribed. 

To M. L. M, 

Grand Cairo* 

Jl HE length of Grand Cairo^ Sir^ built on 
each fide of the canal of the prince of the 
faithful^ is one league and a half, from north 
to fouth ; and three quarters of a league^ ia 
width) from eaft to weft. Its whole extent is. 
beft feen from the caftle, built by Salah Eddin^ 
on Mount Mol^attam, (z) which over-- 
looks the city, by which it is half encir- 
cled, like an immenfe crefcent. The ftreets 
are fo narrow and winding that it is im-- 
poffible to follow their diredioUi amidft the 

(z) Mokattam fignifies cut, and this rock is fo called 
becaufe it has been feparated by art from the mountain 
which, beginning at the cataracts, ends here : and from 
whidi it is only about a hundred paces diftant. 

H 2 multitude 
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multitude of houfes which ftand crowding 
on each other; vaft vacancies only can be 
diftinguifhed^ and thefe are fquares which 
becozi^ ponds in thf tlmt Qf iaqndatipua 
and gardens the refl of the year. They 
are rowed over in ^ppteniber^ a&4 covered 
with flowers and verdure in April, Some 
of the many temples with which this city 
abounds tower like citadels j an^ oncc^ du- 
ring the time of fedition, the rebels re- 
tired to the mofque of Sultan HaiTan^ from 
the top of which they battered the caftk 
with cannon* There is a vaft dome over 
this grand edifice; its cornice^ groteiquely 
fculptured^ projedts confideraUy, and Us front 
Is faced with the fineft marble : the g^tes are 
now walled up^ and are guarded by Jani^ies. 
Grand Cairo contains near three hundred 
mofquesy moil of then^ with minarets^ which 
'' are high ftecplcs of light aj-chitedurc, and 
furrounded by galleries. Thefe give an agree* 
able variety to a city which, from the fktnefi 
of its roofs, appears uniform. Public crierSj^ 
at appointed hours, (aj call. the people to 

players 

(a) That Is to fay, at fuarifing, nooa, tbfec o'cloci^» 
fun fetting, and about twa hours 4lM< Tki^{^,6^&it»t 

fervic«s 
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prayers from thcfe minarets : about dght hun- 
dred voices are heard at the fame moment^ 
from all quarters of the city^ calling man 
to the performance of his duty to God« 
The Turks abhor the noife of bells, iti& 
iky it of&nds the eftrs^ is unmeaning, and 
proper only for beads of burthen^ Th*y 
derive thir opinion from Mahomet^ who^ 
like a great politician, defirous that all his infti^^ 
tutions ihould have one tendency, and wfl^ 
ling to captivate both the ifenfefr and unde¥«« 
ftaodingv rejected the trumpet of the JeW^ 
and the rattle of the Oriental Chriftiatif. 
He kn^w the liuman voice virotiid make 
A greatdr iqiipreffioa on the mind of maif^ 
than thp grating ibcmd of in&nfiUe bi a^ 
and produced a holy fummons, fent by hesi^^ 
yen, conformable to his views* (ij 

iervices are called Salaat el Fey^ eldohr^ et afr^ it ma* 
preb^ elajba. 

* (bj The following Uk Ihe fotm oi tbk Ai«loloiiy: 
,Qo<t:is greats I bear witneft tkerqr xs hut oneOoRli 
I bear witnefs that Mahomet is his j^ropbet* Contie to 
prayer ; come to worfbip. God is great i he is oxily 
oifeGbd. • ^ - 

iUlab Acbar. Elhhed en la ib eUn alfoli^ <Afaed en 
Mahaoimed. is^faul »IM»» H^ii al^ f» foUt ^ hai aki f 1 Ar 
lah. AUabAcbar. La ilia ella all^* v 

H4 ' The 
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The caftle of Cairo flands oii a fteep rock^^ 
and is furrounded by thick walls^ oti which arc 
ftropg towers. - It was a place of great force 
^fpre the ipvention of gunpowder^ but^ be<f 
ing commanded by the neighbouring moun«? 
fains, it would not> now« (land the fire of a 
battery ereSed thei'e two hours. It is more 
than ihe fourth of a league in circumference $ 
the rock being fleep^ there are two roads cut 
to it^ which lead to doors guarded by Aflabs 
and Janiflaries. (c) The firft watch the 
lower part of t^e fortrefs; and the others 
what is properly called the citadel^ whence, 
with fix wretched pieces of artillery^ turned 
pn the Pacha-s apartment^ they oblige him 
to retire^ as jGx)n as the Beys have given the 
command. . 

This caftle includes the palaces of the 
Sultans of Egypt, now almqft buried under 
their own ruins ; domes overthrown, heaps 
of rubbifhi gilding, and picaurcs, the co- 
lours of which have defied corroding time, 
-ftately marble columns ftill ftanding, but 
. in general without capitals ; fuch arc tj^e 

/r^The Aflabs^ and Janiflaries are troops belonging 
' to ^tbe Grand Seignor; but alufays bought from their 
duty by the Beys. 

tokens 
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fokefls of its former magnificence. In one 
of the halls of thefe ruinous buildings the 
rich carpet is fabricated which the Emir 
Hadgi, (d) bears every year to Mecca 5 the 
q\d carpet is obtained in bits, by the pil- 
grims, as holy relics, and the new covers the 
Caaba, or temple of Abrahana. fej 
*' The Pachas inhabit a large building, con- 
taining nothing remarkable, the windows of 
which look towards the fquare Caramaydan. 
The hall of audience, where the Divan af* 
fembles three time^ a week, is as long, but 
not fo wide, as that of the Palais (the Juftice 
chamber) at Pari6, and is ftiined by the blood 
of the Beys, maflacred feme years 9go by order 
of the PorW/"* Thefe art, iiBwever, .at prefent, 
th© fovertlgnis of Egypt ; fdr'ttie Grand Seig- 
jior's reprefcntativc is a phantom with which 
they fport : they keep him to ferve their own 
purpofes, then difoiifs him with ihame. 
He cannot leave his palace, in which he h 
^ prifoner, ^ijhovit their permiffion. Thus 
humblcjd is the Otto^nap pride, thus feeble^ 

(d) Emir HaJgi, or prince of the caravan, is the title 
pf the Bey who undertakes to efcort th^ caravan ^hjcb 
departs eyery year from C^iro to Mecca. 

(e^ See abrigi di la vie di Mabmnft by S^vary, p. 4. 

thVK 
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thus reduced is the empire which threaten^ 
ed to enilave Europe ! 

The mint is befide Caramaydan^ where 
they coin a prodigious quantity of medins^ 
and fequins, (f) ftruck with the die pf the 
Sheik Elbalady (g) which I have federal tinaes 
vifited. The fequins are made of the gold« 
dufl: fupplied by the caravan of Abyffinia^ 
which the mailer of the mint aflored me an^. 
nually brought more than i66>6661« fterling* 

Jofeph's well is among th^ things the moft 
curious the caiQile contains, (h) It is funk in 
the rock> two hundred and eighty feet deep^ 
and forty-two in circumference. It includes 
two excavations^ not perpendicular to each 
other. A ftair-cafe, the deicentof which u 
exceedingly gentle, is carried round ; the par* 

(f) A fequin is a gold eoin, worth about fix and three* 
pence. 

(g) The Bey mojb powerfsJ^ in Grand Cairo^ afiumes 
thQ title Sheik Elbalad, goveraor o£ die COttlnitiy> and (be 
right of coining. 

(h) Pococke fays a Vifir named Jofeph fiink this well, 
about feven hundred years ago, by order of Sultan Ma- 
hammed, the fon of Calaoun : the Egyptians affirm it 
was Salah Eddin. It certainly, howcrer, is the work of 
the Afabs, and not the Babylonians^ as Father Sicard 
pretends. 

tftion 
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t^tioA which feparates this fiair^caic from thf 
well is part of the rock, left only ilyinchef 
thick, with windows cut, at intervalsj to give 
light; but as they are fmalU and fome of 
them loWi it is necefTary to defcend by the 
light of 9a9dl^«< There is a refcryoir, and a 
level ipacei at that part of the well where it 
takes a ^w diredionf wd oxen which tura 
a machine that draws water from the bottom 
of the well. Othor aacei>> abovei r^ it from 
this refervoir by a fimilar maphi&t. Thi9 
water comes from the Nilei and^ as it has 
been i^lfered through fand impregfiated widi 
ialt and nitre, is brackijQi* 
. The ruins of the palace of Salah Eddin are 
in the Janiflary's quarter, and include the 
divan of Jofeph, (i) the dome of which, and 
a. part of the walls have fallen. There are 
thirQr columns of red granite ftiU ftanding: 
the 0iaft of each, forty«five feet high, is a 
fingle ftone. The variations in their &sc^ 
and the ornaments fculptured round the car* 
pitals,. befpeak their having been taken from 

(i) Salah Eddin was called Jofcph/the fon of Ayoubj 
hi» olfeflf names wft potnpotrs tftles, gfvtit ftitt by the 
MiboiKtanB,.oiiiicoQORt of hh x\Btant£wti theChfif- 
ttin {iciac€% vbooi he drove ^put of S^rk; 

more 
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more ancient monuments. Somexiiftancefronr 
thefe beautiful columns is a delightful balcony^ 
or pavilion, ftanding in the higheft part of 
the citadel, the pro(pe£t from which is mod; 
extenfive. The whole of Grand Cairo, with 
its multitudinous mbfques and minarets, is 
feen at a view* Towards Boulac, fruitfcd 
fields, and rich harvefts, interfperfed with 
groves of date-trees j Mafr Foftat, on the 
South-weft, and the plains of Said beyond, 
which, when inundated by the Nile, con* 
tain hamlets fcattered up and down like 
iflands. The landfcape is terminated by the 
pyramids, which, like pointed mountains, 
appear loft in the clouds. The eye is never 
weary of objedls fo various and fo grand, and 
I have more than once enjoyed this view* 
The freih air breathed in this devated fitua- 
tion, and the coolnefs it imparts is an ad- 
ditional pleafure. Seated in this delightful 
pavilion, how many agreeable thoughts arifcr 
in the minds yet how fuddenly are thefe 
i^eet meditations difturbed hy gloomy me- 
lancholy ! Here, in thefe rich fields, arts and 
iciences once flourifhed,. where now an igno- 
rant and barbarous people trample them un« 
der foot. Tyranny, with its iron fcdptre is 

become 



become the fcourgc of this firft of countries^ 
in which the miferies of men feem to increailjj^ 
in proportion to tbc'tlForti of nature to ren-* 
dcr them happy ! It was but ycfterday. Sir, I 
was deeply afitded by thefe reflediohs^ 
when^ walking before the caftle^ I beheld the 
magnificent profpedt I have defcribed. 

1 have the honour $o be, &c. 



LET. 
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JBmiitfp the fort rf Grani C(nn^ its m^ 
gOmeif etrobrmsp and the garJkn tf Bd- 
lai defcribed-p with curious dstaik^cmat/tif^ 
the Mekias, or Nilometer, on the beauti^ 
ijland Raouda^ which abounds in ^deUgbtf4^ 
groves. 

ToM.L-M. 

Giand CairOf 

JL O U have more than once> Sir, feen Bou« 
lac mentioned in my letters. This is th$ 
place where all the merchandize, coming from 
Damietta and Alexandria, is landed. This 
modern town, only half a league from Grand 
Cairo, on the eaflern bank of the Nile, is 
two miles long, but narrow. It contains fu« 
perb public baths, and vaft okals. Thefe 
are fquare buildings, including a large court 
with a portico, over which is a winding gal- 
lery : the ground floor is divided into fpacious 
magazines, and the rooms above have neither 
furniture nor ornaments. Here Grangers 

live. 
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^Iwtf and depofit their wares f and^ thefe 
okals^ having only one gate, like that of 
a citadel^ are fecure, in time of revolt, 
from all infult. Thefc are the only inns iii 
Egypt, and Grangers i^e obliged to find 
their own furniture and food ; for, in this 
country, money cannot procure dinners ready 
drefled. 

In front of the houfes of Boulac are fcen 
thoufands of veffcls, of various forms and fizes, 
at anchor. Some, large and ftrong, carrying 
two mails, are trading barks ; thefe ufually 
have a large cabin for paflcngers : others^ 
light, and without decks, are only fo ferry 
the people from one fide of the river to the 
other. A third fort are pleafure boats, art« 
fully carved and painted^ containing charming 
jfrabins, carpeted over, and aflFordlng fhelter 
from the fun*s heat. Here, reclined at eafe 
on cufhions, the wealthy go to breathe that 
frefh and cooling air which is continually 
adive upon the Nile, and heref admire the ^ 
variegated landfcapes which its ever verdant 
banks prefent. When the wind li ftvdflr- 
abk the fail is hoifled^ and thefe light boats 
feem to fly over the forfaoe of tbfi wafeeri 

when 
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when cbntrary^ robuft watermeh give then 
almoft equal fpeed« 

Oppdlite Boulac is the fmall village of En<«^ 
baba, coniifting of miferable mud huts, buil( 
.of a round form^ under the (hade of :iyca-* 
mores, againft which they reft, foaie houfe^ 
of fun-dried bricks, and a fmall mofque, 
which is feen at a diftance among the fo^ 
liage of dates and tamarinds. The inhabi- 
tants of Cairo go there to buy excellent bu^? 
tcr, during winter; and, in fummer, deliri. 
cious melons. 

Half a league North-eaft of BoUlac is the 
old caftle of Hcllai, (k) which is falling ia 
ruins. Here the Beys, accompanied by their 
jftately train, go to receive the new Pacha, 
and condudl him in pomp to the prifbn from 
which they have juft expelled his predeceflbr* 
Round this caftle are fpacious enclofures, 
5Vherc the orange, citron and pomegranate, 
planted without order, grow exceedingly high 
^nd tufted : their twining branches form 
.•charming arbours, over which the fycamore 
.and palm extend their dark green foliage, 

(It) It feems probable this caftle derived its name from 
'•Beliopi^s, from which it is not far diftant» 

^-' ' and 
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attd among them rivulets meander, and the 
cluflering rofe and bazil bloom. (I) It is 
impoffible to defcribe the delight of breath- 
ing the frefli air beneath thefe enchanting 
ihades^ under a climate fo continually 
poflefling the burning heat of the dog-days ; 
this pleafure only can be felt. The odour 
of the orange flower, and the aromatic em- 
anations of balfamick plants gently renovate 
the fenfes, benumbed by heat^ and infufe the 
moft agreeable fenfations. It is dangerous 
for a European to frequent thefe groves too 
much, being peopled by concubines, whom 
the jealous Turks, if they flip, never par^ 
don. 

Ignofcenda quidem^ fcirentji ignofcere mana^ 

Beyond thefe gardens is the canal the con"" 
ftrui^ion of which Macrizi attributes to the 
emperor Adrian. Ptolemy calls it the Tra- 
jan river : it is almofl: dammed up* 

Having haftily viewed thefe charming 
places, I returned, embarked at Boulac, and 
proceeded along the Nile as far as the iflaad 

(I) The bazil, in Egypt, grows thrice as high as in 
France, and exceedingly tufted and pdoriferQUS. 

Vol.!* I Raouda; 
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Kaouda, (m) which lies between Old Quro 
and Giza. For the fpacc cf a league the eye 
48 delighted with immenfe fklds, of wheat, 
fiax^ and beans, intermingled with groves of 
dates, and hamlets. I aHb faw the moudi 
of a large canal, on the left bank of tlic nnttf 
before I came to Giza. (n) 

Being come to the projefting part cf the 
ifland of Raouda, I went to fee the NHoinc- 
ter which the Arabs call Mekias. (&) This is 
a high marble column in the middle of a ba- 
fon, the bottom of which is on a level with 
the bed of the Nile. It is divided, to the vc 
ry top, into cirbits and inches, and has a 
Corinthian capital on which a beam refts that 
fupports a gallery. The waters enter the ba- 
fon through a conduit, when the inundation 
. begins, and the criers examine the column 
every morning, and publiih the daily increafe 

(m) Raouda fignifies gardens, and the ifland has ob-* 
tained this name becaufe it poffeffes fome charming 
; ones. 

(n) I feveral times walked along the banks, and have 

r followed its courfe for the fpace of a league 5 it has 

various windings, and runs toward Libya. This was 

probably one of the canals which form.erly ran to the 

;JakcMarcoti«* 

C^^aAfr^xfigfRificim^fiirlu. « 

^^\ . : ^ ^ . ,i ^through 
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through the flreets of Grand Cairo. When 
it is fixteen cubits high, they open with great 
ceremony, the mound which dams up tAe 
canal of the prince of the faithful, and the 
Nile ftreams through the city amidft the ac- 
jclanoatbns of the whole people afTembled j 
but I will defcrihe this feftival to you in a 
letter on that particular fubjecfl. 

Before the Arabs had conquered Egypt, 
the nilometer flood in the little town of 
Halouan, five leagues fouth of Foftat, and 
oppofite the ancient Memphis. ** In the year 
** ninety- fix of the Hegira, (p) Ozama, go- 
*^ vernor of that rich country, wrote to the 
*' emperor, Soliman Abd Elnielek, that the 
** Mekias of Halouan had been thrown 
•* down, (q) The Caliph commanded ano- 
.** ther to be built in the ifland that lies be- 
** tween Foftat and Giza. A hundred and 
•* forty eight years after, this nilometer fell, 
^* and the Emperor Elmetouakkel had ano- 
** ther eredted in the fame place, which was 

(p) Elmacin hiftory of the Arabs. 

{q) It was natural to place the nilometer near Mem- 
phis, which, when the Ambs conquered Egypt, was the 
jrefideoce of its governors ; pei:hAps thc;« were two, op^ 
c^ each fide of the kxy^t, 

I 2 *' called 
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•• called the new Mekias/' This nilomctef 
ftill remains. Nejem Eddin, fon of Melek 
cl Adel, who died at Manfoura, during the 
expedition of Lewis the ninth into Egypt, 
charmed with the fituation, built a vaft pa- 
lace near the Mckias, and leaving that built 
by Salah Eddin went and inhabited it. The 
(laves whom he entrufted to guard it were 
named Baharites, or Maritime, and diftin- 
guiftied themfelves at the battle of Manfou- 
ra. The apartments and walls of this palace 
are now ruinous, but the bafon, owing to its 
folid conftrudlion, and the column, which is 
well fupported, though they have flood nine 
hundred years, appear to have received no 
damage from time. 

If Murtadimay be credited, in his defcrip- 
tion of the miracles of Egypt, the year that 
Amrou conquered this country the Nile failed 
in its annual increafe, and the chief men came 
to fupplicate the conqueror's permiffion to 
follow the ancient cuftom of dreffing a young 
virgin in rich robes, and cafting her into the 
river. The Mahometan general firmly op- 
pofed the requifition, and the Nile did not 
increafe during the three months after the 
fummer folftice. But the alarmed Egyptians 

coming 
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coming to folicit him again^ he wrote to 
Omar^ giving an account of what had paf- 
fcd. The Caliph anfwered — *' O Amrou, I 
<^ approve thy conduft, and the fortitude 
♦* thou haft fliewn. The law of Mahomet 
^* ought to abolifli fuch barbarous cuftoms. 
•^ When thou haft read this letter, caft the 
*' cnclofed into the river/* 

The cnclofed letter contained the following 
words. 

*^ In the name ofGody benevolent and mercifuh 

*^ The Lord fhower down his benedidions 
f * on Mahomet and his family ! Abd Allah 
♦• Omar, fon of Khetteb, prince of the faith- 
y ful, to the Nile. 

** If of thy own inherent virtue thou haft 
^* hitherto flowed in Egypt, fufpend thy 
f' courfe; but if it be by the will of Almighty 
^* God that thou watereft this land, we fuppli- 
*• cate him to command thee to do now as 
*' heretofore. 

*• Peace be with the Prophet, and health 
** and blefling upon his family.*' 

The hiftorian adds that no fooner had this 
letter been thrgwn into the Nile than the 

I 3 - waters 
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waters rofe feveral cubits. Though Omar, who 
could burn four hundred thoufand volumet 
without rcmorfe, might have been very ca* 
pable of writing this, and though it may ap- 
pear to be his ftile and manner, I will by 
no meafis. Sir, warrant its authenticity, on 
the faith of Murtadi j much lefs the miracle 
which followed : thecuftom, however, which 
ftill fubfifts, feems to prove the Egyptians 
formerly facrificed a youthful virgin to the 
God of the Nile; for at prefent they make a 
clay ftatue, in the form of a woman, which 
they call "TAe betroihedy and place it on the 
mound of the khalig of the prince of the 
faithful, and throw it into the river previ- 
ous to the opening of the dam. I» not this 
the remains of a barbarous worfliip, which 
the Ottomans, notwithftanding the horror 
they hold all kind of idolatry in, could not 
wholly abolifh, being the ancient error of a 
fuperftitious people ? , 

Having vifited the Mekias, and the remains 
of the palace of Nejem Eddin, I walked 
through the ifland, which is one Vaft gar- 
den, furrounded by the waters of the Nile* 
Walls, breafl high, protedt its banks from 
the impetuous current. On one fide^ OM 

Cairoj 
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Cairo, the ivater- works, ?ind plcafure houfes 
of ;thc Beys, are feen ; on the other, the 
pleaiaat town of Giza, where there is a ma- 
Bufedlory of lal-atnmoniac. The governor 
who refidcs here exadts a tax from thofe who 
vifit the pyramids out of curiofity. 

Loft in agreeable meditation, I entered a 
grove of tamarind, orange, and fycamore 
trees, and enjoyed the frefh air be- 
neath their thick foliage. A luminous ray 
Jiere and there penetrated the deep lli^des, 
gilding a fmall part of the fctne. Plants and 
flowers fcented the air, multitudes of doves 
flew from tree to tree, undifturbed at my ap- 
proach. Thus abandoned to the delights of 
contemplation, and indulging thofe delicious 
fcnfations the time and place infpired, I un- 
cautioufly proceeded towards the thickeft part 
of the wood -, when a terrifying voice fuddenly 
exclaimed — Where are you going ? Stand, or 
you are dead. — It was a flave who guarded 
the entrance of the grove, that no rafh cu- 
riofity might difturb the females who repofed 
upon the verdant banks. I inftantly turned 
back, happy in not having been known to 
l>e a European. I afterwards under- 

ftood ^ 
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ftood the Beys go there fometimes with 
their Harem, (rj and that any over inquifi- 
tive ftranger, who fliould wander there at 
fuch a time^ would rifk the immediate lofs 
of his h?jad. You perceive. Sir, how necef- 
fery circumfpedion is in ^ country where 
the le^fl: indifcretion may lead to death, 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 

(r) This name is given to the apartment of the wo-^ 
men, but it is alfo ufed to fignify the womep then^<) 
felves* 



LET- 
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LETTER X. 

Of Heliopolisy the ancient city of the Sun: 
the Jiate in which it was when Strabo 
wrote. Of the obelifk of granite Jiilljiand-^ 
ing: the balfatn-Jhrub of Mecca, which was 
tranfplanted by a Pacha \ and the fountain 
named Matar Ain, frejh water y which the 
Copts hold in great veneration, believing that 

• the Holy Virgin came thither with herfon. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo* 

VV H I L E defcribing the environs of the 
city, I ought not. Sir, to forget the ancient 
Heliopolis, (s) formerly famous, for culti- 
vating the higher branches of fcience, an4 
the grandeur of its buildings. Geographers 
place it at fome diftance from the pattern 
angle of the Delta. Strabo (t) tells us it 
was built on a long flip of earth, raifcd by 
men, to fecure it from inundation^ and the 

(i) j. c. The city of the funi 

place 
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place he defcribes I found covered with 
ruins, two leagues north eaft of Grand Cairo, 
and three from the feparation of the Nile. 

Heliopolis poflefled a temple of the Sun, 
where, in a particular enclofure the facred 
ox was fed. This ox was adored here by the 
name of Mnevis, as he was at Memphis by that 
of xApis. The credulous people fuppofed it a 
god; the priefts an animal moft ufeful to 
agriculture, in a country where he affilb in 
tillage, and afterwards in watering the earth, 
during fix months of the year : (u) but; as 
fuperftition Was their gain, by procuring 
them offerings and rendering them the guar- 
dians of the oracles, they fupported it with 
all their art. 

The temple of the Sun was not the only 
one at Heliopolis ; there was another, built 
in the old Egyptian ftile (x) with fphiny 
avenues and ftately obelifks before the prin- 
cipal ientrance. Nothing could have a finer 
tfft& than the coloffal figures of marble, and 

(u) When the waters of the Nile are low, oxen are 
employed to turn ^machines, with chain-^buck^t^, which 
raife the water into refervoirs, whence it is difperfed over 
the grounds ; for which reafon this animal is preferved at 
its birth, and it is forbidden to kill a calf in £g7pt« 

(xj Strabo, lib. j;. 

high 
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high pillars of a fingle ftonc, which were 
in front of the Veftibule of Eg)rptian temples^ 
While the aftonifhed eye contemplated thefc 
marvellous works, the imagination read the 
hiftory of the god adored there, and the 
prince Who had raifed fuch edifices.^ in the 
hieroglyphics with which they were over- 
ipread. The temples of Heliopojis were ru- 
ins in the time of Auguftus, Strabo relates 
that the marks of the rage of Cambyfes, who 
had attacked them with £re and fword, were 
every where feen. Two of the four obeliiks 
which Sochis had ere<9:cd in that city were 
carried to Rome, (y) a third was deftroyed 
by the Arabs, and the fourth remains on its 
pedeftaL It is a lingle ftone, brought from 
the Thcbais, perfedtly poliflied, fixty eight 
feet high above the bafe, and about iix ittX. 
and a half fquare. The obeliik is in good 
prcfbrvation, except toward the fbuth wefti, 
where the granite is chipped to a certaia 
height, and its fides covered with hierogly- 
phics. This and one fphinx of yellowifh 
marble, thrown in the dufl^ are the only 
remains of Heliopolis. 

(y) Strabo, lib. 17. 

There 
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! There was formerly a college of priella 
here, which obtained no more mercy from 
the barbarous Cambyfes than did the afy- 
lum of Mnevis, where for more than a 
thoufand years they had made aftronomical 
obfervations, and by their labours had cal- 
culated the folar year of three hundred and 
fixty five days and feme minutes, which alone 
will prove the extent of their knowledge ia 
this fcience. It was many years afterwards 
, before the people of Europe could exacfUy 
determine the folar year ; and Julius Caefar^ 
wiftiing to reform the Roman kalender, was 
obliged to employ an aftronomer of Alex-* 
andria* 

At Heliopolis Herodotus was chiefly in- 
ilrudled in the fciences, and Egyptian myfte- 
ries; which were no other than thofe pro- 
found branches of knowledge they thought 
prudent to conceal from the people under the 
veil of religion, and preferved to themfelves 
by writing them in hieroglyphics, which them- 
felves only underftood . Enlightened by what 
he learnt from them, and endued with an 
obferving mind, this father of hiftory was 
crowned at the Olympic games, and the 
nine books he compofed were worthy the 

name 
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name' of the nine mufes which they bore. 
And yet how many people, who have either 
not read him enough, or not at all, have 
dared to criticife and call him fabulous. For 
my own part, fufpending my judgment on 
the remainder of his hiftory, I only can efti- 
matc the worth of what he fays concerning 
Egypt, and with the utmoft fatisfadion I 
have found the manners and cuftoms he 
appropriates to this country 3 except with fuch 
(light modifications as changes of govern- 
ment and religion muft neceflarily have intro- 
duced. As to the monuments he has de- 
fcribed, what remains proves he has not 
exaggerated, and demonftrates the pofSbility 
of what is no more. Juftice extorts this 
homage to a hiftorian who, like Homer, was 
the painter of nations. 

Heliopolis has not only the glory of hav- 
ing inftruded Herodotus, but alfo of having 
taught philofophy to Plato, {"zj who, from 
the fublimity of his dodlrine, has obtained 
the name of Divine. In this city, Eudoxus 
too paft thirteen years, in the priefts fchool, 
and became the moft famous aftronomer of 
his time. What now remains of all her 

(%) Strabo, lib, 17. 
i. monuments 
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niohuments and all her fcienccs ? A tvarba^ 
rous Pwfian has overthrown her temples, a 
fanatic Arab burnt her books, and one folitary 
obclifk, overlooking her ruins, fays to paf- 
fcngcrs. This once was Heliopoi-is ! 

At a little diftance is the fmali village of 
MatareCf (a) fo called becaufe it has a fre(h 
water fpring, and the only one in Egypt. 
Probably the ftratuoi through which the 
waters of the Nile are filtered, in coming 
to this fpring, does not poflefs the nitrous 
quality, fo common to this country. Tra- 
dition has rendered it famous, which fays 
that the holy family, flying from Herod, came 
here; and that the virgin bathed the child 
Jefus in this fountain. The Chriftians relate 
many miracles performed here, and come 
with great devotion to drink its waters, for 
the cure of their difeafes ; the very Mahome- 
tans partake of their veneration. 

In this village was an enclofure where flips 
of the balfam ftirub, brought from Mecca by 
a Pacha, were cultivated. When cut like 
the vine, precious drops were caught, well 

(a) Named Mataree by the Arabs^ otherwife Aii^ 
Shams, fountain of the fun, becaufq it is near the fcite of 
Heliopolis« 

known 
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known in pharmacy, and which the caftera 
women ufed to give freflinefs to the com- 
plexion, and fortifjF the ftomach. Thefc 
fhrubs, a foot and a half high, have flight 
fhoots, and leaves like thofc of rue. Belon, 
^ho faw them when he was at Grand Cairo, 
enumerated nine ; be dried one of the flips, 
and proved it to be the plant known by the 
name of xyllo balfamum, or balm of Gilead, 
which the caravans bring from Mecca. Its 
colour he fays is reddifh, with an inner bark 
of beautiful green ; it has an odour which 
partakes of frankincenfe, the leaf of the tere^ 
binthusy or turpentine tree, and wild favory ; 
and, when rubbed between the fingers, is 
aromatic, like the fcent of the cardamomum. 
This precious plant is lofl: to Egypt, where 
the Pachas do not ftay long enough to think 
of any thing but the intereft of the moment. 
It was not to be found when M. Maillet was 
conful at Grand Cairo, and at prefent is 
fcarcely remembered. 

J have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XL 

^he hot baths ufed over all Egypt ^ and the 
manner of bathings defcribed; with ob/erva^ 
tions on the. benefits arifing from them ; on 
the praSiice of the women who bathe once or 
twice a week^ and compart fons between thefc 
baths and thofe of the ancient Greeks. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 



T 



H E hot baths. Sir, known in the 
remoteft ages, and celebrated by Homer, 
who paints the manners of his times, have 
here preferved all their alli^reraents and 
falubrity 5 neceffity has rendered them com- 
mon in a country where perfpiration is 
abundant; and pleafure has preferved the 
pradlice. Mahomet, who knew their uti- 
lity, has made the ufe of them a religious 
precept. They have been fuperficially de- 
fcribed by moft travellers 5 but as the habit 
I am in of frequenting them has given me 
l^urcto examine them attentively, I fhall 

endeavour 
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iitideavour to be more partiailar and fatif^ 
fadlory. (b) 

The firft apartrtient, at entering the bath^' 
is a great chamber, in the form of a rotunda^ 
with an open roof, to let the pure air circu* 
late freely. A fpacious alcove, carpeted^ is 
carried round, and divided into compartments^ 
in which the bathers leave their clothes. la 
the centre is a fountain, which plays into 
a refervoir, and has a pleafing efFedt. 

When undreiledt a napkin is tied round the 
middle i fandals are put on, and a narrow paf« 
fage is entered^ where the heat firft begins to 
be felt; the door fliuts, and, twenty paces 
further, a fecond opens, which is the en- 
trance to a parage at right angles with the 
firft. Here the heat augments, and thofe who 
fear to expofc themfelves too fuddenly to its 
effects ftop ipme time, in a marble hall, before 
they enter. The bath itfelf is a fpacious vault<o 
cd chamber, paved and lined with marble; be* 
fide it are four fmall rooms : a vapour conti- 
nually rifes from a fountain and ciftern of hot 

(b) I have feen the baths of the principd cities of 
Egypt ; they are all made on the fame plan, feldom dif- 
fering, except in fize; thus an cxaft defCription of one 
will include the others, v 

Vol. I. K water. 
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water, with which the burnt perfum«6 min- 
gle, (c) 

The bathers are not, as in France, impri« 
foned in a kind of tub, where the body cannot 
reft at its eafe ; but, reclining on a fpread fhcet, 
and the head fupported on a fmall pillow, 
they freely take what pofture they pleafe, 
\<rhile clouds of odoriferous vapours envelop 
and penetrate every pore. 

Having repofed thus fome time, a gentle 
moifture diiFufes itfelf over the body.; a fcr- 
vant comes, gently preiTes and turns the 
bather, and, when the limbs are flexible^ 
makes the joints crack without trouble; then 
majfes^ (JJ and feems to knead the body 
without giving the flighteft fenfation of paiq* 

This done he puts on a fluff glove and con^ 
tinues rubbing long, and freeing the Ikin of 
the patient, which is quite wet, from every 
kind of fcaly obflruiStion, and all impercep* 
tible particles that clog the pores, till it be- 
comes as fmooth as fatin i he then conduits 
the bather into a cabinet, pours a lather of 
perfumed foap on the head, and retires* 

, (-cj Perfumes. are only burnt when it is the defire of 
the perfons bathing. By mingling with the vapour they 
|)roduce a moft agreeable effect. 

(d) Majfer comes from the Arabic verb maffet^ which 
ijgnifies to touch lightly* 
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The ancients honoured tfadr guefts ftill 
more, and treated them after a more volup^ 
tuous manner. While Telemachus was at 
the court of Neftor, (e) ** The beauteous 
•• Polycafte, youngeft of the daughters of 
•« the king of Pylos> led the fon of Ulyfles to 
*^ the bath, waflied him with her own hands, 
«* and, having rubbed his body with precious 
«• ointments, clothed him in rich garments 
«« and a fhining mantle/* Nor were Pifif- 
tratus and Telemachus worfe treated in the 
palace of Menolaus, (f) the beauties of which 
Slaving admired, ^* they were conduced to 
^^ toarble bafons, in which the bath was prc- 
'^ pared, where beauteous (laves waftied 
^* them, rubbed them with odorous oils, and 
•*« clothed them in fine garments, and magui* 
•* ficent furred rpbes." (g) 

ffjOdyffey, Book III. 
(f)OAySQY, Book IV. 

jCg)l tranllatc the words ;c^aiFAf lv>M (fliaggy mantles) 

:,ittrred robes, though I am fenfible no tranflator has fo 

rendered them, becaufe it feems to me the poet intended 

. to defcribe a-cuftom which ftill remains^ in the Eaft, of 

. covering the bather with furred garments, when he leaves 

the hot bath, to prevent a ftoppage of perfpiration, at a 

lime when the pores are axcecdingly open^ 

K2 The* 
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The room into which the bather retires has 
two water cocks, one for cold, the other for 
hot water; and he waflies himfelf. The 
attendant, prefcntly returns with a depilatory 
pomatuni, f6j which inftantly eradicates hair 
wherever applied. It is in general ufe both 
with men and women in Egypt. 

Being well wafhed and purified, the. bather 
is wrapped up in hot linen, and follows his 
guide through various windings which lead 
to the outward apartment, while this infen- 
lible tranfition from heat to cold prevents all 
inconvenience, (ij Being come to the alcove, 
.a bed is ready prepared, on which the per- 
fon no fooner lies down than a boy comesj 
and begins to prefs with his delicate hands 
all parts of the body, in order to dry them 
perfedlly : the linen is once more changed, 

(h) Made from a mineral called rufma, of a dark 
brown colour. The Egyptians give it a flight burning, 
then add an equal quantity of flack lime, and knead them 
up with water. This grey pafte will make the hair 
fall off in three minutes, without giving the flightcft 
pain. 

Ci) Delicate people flop fome time in the chamber 
next the bath, that they may feel no inconvenience by 

. going too .fuddenly into the air* The pores being 
exceedingly open, they keep themfclves warm all day, 

, suid, in winter, ftay within doors. 



O M E G Y P T. isj 

and the boy gently rubs the callous fkin of the 
feet with pumice ftone, then brings a pipe 
and Moka coflfee. (k) 

Coming from a bath filled with hot va- 
pour^ in which exceflive perfpiration bedewed 
every limb, into a fpacious apartment^ and 
the open air, the lungs expand, and refpirc 
pleafure : well kneaded, and, as it were, 
regenerated, the blood circulates freely, the 
body feels a voluptuous eafe, a flexibility till 
then unknown, a lightnefs as if relieved from 
Ibme enormous weight, and the man almoft 
fancies himfelf newly born, and beginning firil 
to live, A glowing confcioufnefs of exiftencc 
diiFufes itfelf to the very extremities; and, 
while thus yielding to the moft delightful 
fenfations, ideas of the moft pleafing kind pre- 
vade and fill the foul ; the imagination wan- 
ders through worlds which itfelf embelliflies, 
every where drawing pidtures of happinefs 
and delight. If life be only a fucceffion of 
ideas, the vigour, the rapidity, with which 
the memory then retraces all the knowledge 

(k) The whole expence of bathing thus to me was 
half a crown j but the common people go fimply to per- 
fpire in the bath, wafli themfelvcs, and give three half- 
^nce or two-pence at departing. 

K 3 of 
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of the man, would lead us to believe that the^ 
two hours of delicious calm, which fucceed 
bathing, are an age* . , 

Such, Sir, are thefc b^ths, the ufe of 
which was fo ftrongly recommended by the 
ancients, and the pleafures of which the 
Egyptians ftill enjoy. Here they prevent 
or exterminate rheumatifms, catarrhs, and 
thofe difeafes of the fkin which the want of 
perfpiration occafions. Here they find a ra- 
dical cure for that fatal difeafe which attacks 
the powers of generation, and the remedies 
for which are fo dangerous in Europe. (1} 
Here they rid themfelves of thofe uncom- 
fortable fenfations fo common among other 
nations, who have not the fame regard ta 
cleanlinefs. 

The women are paffionately fond of thefe 
baths, whither they go at leaft once a week, 
taking with them ilaves accuftomed to the 

(I) Tourncfort, who had taken the vapour bath at 
Conftantinople, where they are much lefs careful than 
at Grand Cairo, thinks they injure the lungs 5 but 
longer experience would have convinced him of his error. • 
There arc no people who pradife this bathing more 
than the Egyptians, nor any to whom fuch difeafes 
are lefs known. They are almoft wholly unacquainted 
with pulmonic complaints. 

office. 
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office. More fcnfual than men, after thq 
ufual procefs they wa{h the body, and par- 
ticularly the head, with rofe-water. There 
their attendants braid their long black hair, 
with which, inftead of powder and poma^ 
turn, they mingle precious eflences. There 
they blacken the rim of the eye-lid, arch 
the brows with cohel^ (m) and ftain the 
nails of their hands and feet of a golden 
yellow with henna, (n) Their linen and 
their robes have been paft through the fweet 
vapour of aloes wood, and, their dreffing 
ended, they remain in the outward apart- 
ment, and pafs the day in feafting, while 
iinging girls come and dance, and iing footh- 
ing airs, or recount amorous adventures, 

. The days of bathing are feftive days among 
the Egyptian women ; they deck themfelves 
magnificently, and, under the long veil and 
mantle which hide them from the public 
eye, wear the richeft fluffs. They undrefs 
themfelves in prefence of each other, and 

(m) Tin, burnt with gall-nuts, which the Turkifk 
WQin^ ufe to blacken, and arch, the eye-brows, 

(n) A ihrub, common in Egypt, which bears fome 
refemblance to the privet. The leaves, chopped and 
applied to the ftiu, give it a bright yellow colour. 

K 4 theic 
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their vanity extends to their very drawers^ 
which in winter are made of fluffs inwove 
with Glk and gold, and in fummer of worked 
muflin. RufHes and lace are unknown to 
them, but their fhifts are made of cotton 
and iilky as light and tranfparent as gauze. 
Rich fafhes of Caflimire (0) bind up their 
floating robes, and two crefcents of fine 
pearls fparkle amidft the black hair that 
Ihades their temples; while diamonds en- 
rich the Indian handkerchief with which 
they bind their brows. Such are the Geor- 
gians and Circaffians, whom the Turks pur- 
chafe for their wives* They arc neat t# 
cxcefs, and walk in an atmofphcre of per-, 
fumes ; and, though their luxury is hidden 
from the public, it furpafics that of the Eq-? 
ropean women, in their own houfes. 

The exceffive jealoufy of the Turks makes 

them pretend that, in this warm climate, 

where nature is fo powerful, and women 

^are irrefiftibly prone to ple^fure, an inter? 

(pj The wool of Caffimire is the fineft in the world, 
furpaiEng filk itfelf. The fafh^s made from it coft 
about five-and-twenty pounds each j they are ufually 
embroidered at both ends, and, though three French 
dis long, and ohq wide, may be drawn through a ring. 

courfc 
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courfe between the fexes would be dan- 
gerous ; they therefore abufe the right of 
ftrength, afid hold them in flavery^ though 
they thereby increafe the violence of their 
paflions, and make them ready to feizc 
the firft opportunity of retaliation : ignorant, 
no doubts that^ though free women may be 
lYon, flaves need no winnings 

) )iave the honour to be^ ^« 



L E T^ 
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LETTER XII. 

Farther accounts of the Egyptians, their 
. private lives, food, occupations, amufements^ 
inclinations, morals, and the manner in 
which they receive vifitors. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

X^IFE^ Sir, at Grand Cairo is rather pajQive 
^ than adtive. (p) Nine months in the year 
the body is opprefled by heat; the foul, in 
a flate of apathy, far from being continually 
tormented by a wifli to know and aft, fighs 
after calm tranquillity. Inadion, under a 
temperate diiiiistte, is painful ; here, repofe 
is enjoyment. The moft frequent falutation, 
at meeting or parting, is. Peace be with you. 
fqj Effeminate indolence is born with the 

Egyptian, 

(p) From March to November the thermometer con- 
fiantly rifes from 23 to 36 degrees ; in the other months 
it feldom defeends lower than the ninth degree above 
the freezing point. 

(q) Thus the Orientals falute each other. The Chrif- 
ti^n reiigign, which owes its origin to Afia, has bor- 
rowed 
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EgyptiftOj grows as he grows, and defcenda 
with him to the grave : it is the vice of the 
climate; it influences his inclinations, and 
governs his aftions. The fofa^ therefore, is 
the moft luxurious piece of furniture of an 
apartment. Their gardejps have charming 
arbours, and convenient feats^ but not a fin* 
gle walk. The Frenchman, born luider 
an ever varying fky, is continually receiving 
new impreflions, which keep his mind as 
continually awake ; he is adtive, impatient, 
and agitated like the atmofphere in which 
he exifts ; while the Egyptian^ feeling the 
fame heat, the fame fenfation, two thirds of 
the year, is idle, folemn, and patient. 

He rifes with the fun to enjoy the morn* 
ing air, purifies himfelf, and repeats the 
appointed prayer, (r) His pipe and coffee 
are brought him, and he reclines at eafe on 
his fofa. Slaves, with their arms crofied, 
remain filent at the far end of the chamber, 
with their eyes fixed on him, feeking to an- 

rowed the phrafe. The priefts, in the time of commu- 
nion, at feftivals, falute each other with — Peace be with 
you. 

(r) ^^ Oh, believers! before ye pray, wafh your 
*' face, your hands, and arms up to the elbows, wip^ 
•* youiftlves from head to f©#t." Korgn. 

ticipate 
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ticipatc his fmalleft want. His children, 
landing in his prefence, unlefs he permits 
them to he feated, preferve every appearance 
of tendernefs and refpe£t.: he gravely ca* 
reifes them, gives them his hlefling^ and 
fends them back to the Harem, (s) He only 
queftions, and they reply virith modefty. He 
is the chief, the judge, the pontiff of the fa- 
mily, before whom thefe {acred rights are all 
refpeded. 

Breat^fafl ended, he tranfafts the bufinefs 
of his trade, or his office ; and as to difputes 
they are few, among a people where the 
voice of the hydra chicanery is never heard j 
where the name of attorney is unknown i 
where the whole code of laws confifts in a 
few clear and precife commands, delivered 
in the Koran ; and where each man is his 
own pleader. 

When vifitors come, the mafter receives 
them without many compliments, but with 
an endearing manner i his equals arc feate4 
befide him, with their legs crofleds which 

(s) Harem is an Arabic word, fignifying forbidden 
place. It is the apartment of the women, improperly, 
by us, ca}led Seraglio. 

pofturc 



O N E G Y P T. ,41 

pofture is not fatiguing to the body, unem- 
barrafled by drefs. His inferiors kneel, and 
fit upon their heels. People of diftinftion 
are placed on a raifed fofa, whence they over- 
look the company. Thus Eneas, (t) in the 
palace of Dido, had the -place of honour, 
while, feated on a raifed bed, he related the 
burning of Troy to the queen. When every 
perfon is placed, the flaves bring pipes and 
coffee, and fet the perfume bralier in the 
middle of the chamber, the air of which is 
impregnated with its odours i and afterward 
preient fweetmeats, and fherbet. 

The tobacco fmoked in Egypt is brought 
from Syria, in leaf, and cut by them into 
long filaments, it is not fo acrid as that of 
America 5 and, to render it more agreeable, 
they mix with it the odorous wood of aloes. 
Their pipes are ufually of jafmin, the end 
garniihed with amber, and often enriched 
with precious floncs : they are very long, and 

the 

(t) Inde toro pater Mneas Jic orfus ab alto. Eneid 
lib. II. 

The epithet pater^ which Virgil beftows on iEneas, 
proves this great poet intimately acquainted with orien- 
tal manners, among whom the title of Father is the 
moft honourable they can beftow ; they are proud of it 

ftill. 
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the vapour imbibed is, therefore, mild, (u) 
The Orientals pretend it agreeably irritates 
the palate, while it gratifies the ibieU. The 
rich fmoke In lofty rooms, with a great num* 
ber of windows, that give a thorough air. 

When the vifit is almoft ended, a flave, 
bearing a filver plate, in which precious cf- 
fcnces are burning, goes round to the com- 
pany : each in turn perfumes the beard, 
aii5, afterward, fprinkles rofe water on the 
head and hands. This is the laft cercmo* 
ny, and the guefts are permitted then to re- 
tire. Thus, you fee. Sir, the ancient cuf- 
torn, of perfuming the head and the beard, 
as fung by the royal prophet, fx) is not loft. 
Anacreon, the father of the feftive ode, and 
the poet of the graces, inceflantly repeats, 
'* I delight to Iprinkle my body with pre- 
pous perfumes, and crown my head with 
rofes/' (y). 

ftiH, and, on the birth of a fon, quit their own name, 
and call themfelves the Father offuch a one. 

(^«^. There are pipes fifteen feet long, and they arc 
commonly five or fix. 

(xj Like the precious ointment upon the head, that 
ran down upon the beard ; even Aaron's beard. Pf. 133. 

(yj Anacreon, Ode XV. 

About 
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About noon the table is prepared^ and the 
viands brought, in a large tray of tinned 
copper J and, though not great variety, there 
is great plenty. In the centre is a mountain 
of rice cooked with poultry, and highly fea- 
foned with fpice and faffron. Round this 
are haihed meats, pigeons, fluffed cucum« 
bers, delicious melons, and fruits. The roafl 
meats are cut fmall, laid over with the fat of the 
animal, feafoned with fait, fpitted, and done 
on the coals; it is tender and fucculent. The 
guefts feat themfelves on a carpet, round the 
table; a flave brings water, in one hand, 
and a bafon in the other, to wafh. This i€ 
an indifpenfable ceremony, where each per- 
fon puts his hand in the di(h, and where the 
ufe of forks is unknown; it is repeated 
when the meal is ended. The cuftoms of 
the Eaft appear to be very ancient. 

Menelaus, and the beauteous Helen, hav- 
ing loaded Telemachus and Pifillratus with 
gifts, gave them a hofpitable banquet. 

" And now when through the royal dome they pafsM, 
•* High on a throne the King each Granger plac'd. 
" A golden ew'er th* attendant damfel brings, 
•* Replete with water from the cryftal fprings, 

« With 



144 LETTERS 

'* With copious flreams the ihining vafe fupplies 

" A filver laver, of capacious fize. 

«« They wafli. The tables ia fair order (prcad, 

'« The glitt'ring canifters are crown'd with bread : 

** Viands of various kinds allure the tafte 

" Of choiceft fort and favour, rich repaft !" fzj 

The manner in which the fon of Thetis 
received the Greek deputies, very much re- 
icmbled that, in which the Egyptians treat 
their guefts. 

Achilles ftarting, as the chiefs he fpy'd, 

Leap'd from his feat— 

—The chiefs beneath his roof he led. 

And plac'd in feats faj with purple carpets fpread. 

— " Patroclus o'er the blazing fire 
** Heaps in a brazen vafe three chines entire : 
«^ The brazen vafe Automedon fuftains, 
" Which flelh of porket, fheep^ and goat contains: 
** Achilles at the genial feaft prefides, 
** The parts transfixes, and with fkill divides. 
** Mean while Patroclus fweats the fire to raife; 
*' The tent is brightned with the rifing blaze : 
*^ Then, when the languid flames at length fubiide, 
«* He ftrows a bed of glowing embers wide, 
*^ Above the coals the fmoaking fragments turns, 
«• And fprinkles facredfalt from lifted urns; 
•* With bread the glitt'ring canifters they load, 
** Which round the board Mcnpetius' fon beftow'd ; 

fzj Pope's Odyffey, book XV. 

{aj The French reads " beds of repofe" and the au- 
thor adds, in a note, " Thefe were fofas of the Orlen- 
« tals, which fcrved them by turns as feats and beds." T. 

" Himfelf 
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*^ Himfidf qpposM t'Ulyife fall In &gh%, 
^* ISack pordoil parts; and orders ev'ry rite* 
»« The firft fat offerings, to th* immortals dae, 
«< Amidft die greedy flames Patrochis threw ; 
« Then each; indiilging in the focial feaft, f^ 
" His thirft and hunger fobcrly reprcft." fcj 

A piciet df Itfs genius thaii Homer would 
have fuppofed his fublime defcriptidns dif-* 
figured by fuch minutiae; but how incfti- 
mablc are they to us ! How do they teach us 
the fimplicity of ancient manners I A fimpli« 
city loft to Europe^ but ftill exifting in the 
£a(^. 

After dinner, the Egyptians retire to the 
)ia):em^ where they flumber fome hours amidft 
their wives and children. A comnlodious 
and agreeable place of repofe is luxury to 
them. Thus Mahomet^ who neglcded no- 
thing that might feduce, acquainted with the 
wants and inclinations of men, tells them 
'' the inhabitants of paradife enjoy the fweets 
^' of repofe, and have a place moft delight- 
*• ful to fleep in at noon/' (^J. 

(h) The French again reads ** laid hands on the vi- 
ands ;'' and the author fays iri his note, << No doubt they 
^< took it with their fingers^ as is praflired at prefbnt." T. 

(c) Pope's Iliad, book IX* 

(d) Coran, chap. XXV. 

Vol. !• L The 
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The poor, having neither fofa nor harem,^ 
lie down on the mat on which they have 
dined. Thus Jefus Chrift^ at the laft fup- 
per, fufFcted his beloved difciplc to repofc 
his head upon his bofom (e). 

It is cuftomary in the evening, to go on 
the water, or breathe the frefli air on the 
banks of the Nile, beneath the orange arid 
fycamore (hades. Ah hour after fun-fct fup* 
per is ferved, confifting of rice, poultry, ve- 
getables, and fruits, which are very falutary 
during the heats : the flomach requires thefe, 
and would rejedt more folid food. Mode- 
ration in eating is the virtue of the cli- 
mate. 

Such is the ordinary life of the Egyptians. 
Our (hews, plays, and pleafures, are to them 
unknown ; a monotony which, to a Euro- 
pean, would be death, is delight to aa 
Egyptian. Their days are paft in repeating 
the fame thing, in following the fame cus- 
toms, without a wi(h or a thought beyond. 
Having neither ftrong paflions, nor ardent 
hopes, their minds know not laffitude : this 
is a torment referved for thofe who, unable 



(e) John XIII. 23. 

to 
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to moderate the violence of their dedres^ or 
iktisfy their unbounded wants^ are weary 
y every v^here, and exift only where they are 
not. 

I have the honour to be^ Scc« 
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LETTER 3CIII. 

TIfe paternal authority tf the ancient patri^ 
archs perf0ly preferred in ^^pt : the man-- 
ner in which the father of a family governs 
bis children^ and the reJpeSl paid to age. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand CaIro» 

'JlX I S T O R Y places the infancy of human 
nature in the Eaft; here paternal authority 
began, and here its rights are ftill preferved. 
A father enjoys all the titles nature beftows ; 
the head, the judge, the pontiff, he commands 
his family, terminates their differences, and 
offers up the facrifices of the Courban Bei^ 
ram. (f) Each family forms a fmall flate, 

of 

(f) A Mahometan feftival, when each father of a 
family ofFers up a facrifice,, proportionate to his means* 
The rich immolate fheep and oxen; the poor obey 
the command, by cutting the throat of a pigeon. This 
feaft, held folemn by the Mahometans, happens fix 
weeks after the Ramadan, and recalls to mind the 
Jcwifli paffover, 

Mahomet, unable to abolifh facrifices, divinely autho- 
risbed la the Eaft, recommends them in the chapter of 

the 
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of ^l&Ftch the father is king; the members 
of it, attached to him by the ties of blood, 
acknov^ledge and fubmit to his power. Be- 
fore his tribunal their difputes are brought, 
and his fentence, terniiriating them, reftores 
peace and order. The eldcft holds the fcep*. 
fre^ experience is his guide, except in what 
regards his houfehold regulation, in which he 
follows the law that cuflom prefcribes. 

The children are educated in the women's 
apartment, and do not come into the hall, 
efjpecially when fl^rangers are there. Young 
people are (ilent when in this hall ; if men 
grown they are allowed to join the converfa- 
tion: but when the Sheik (gj begins to 
ipeak they ceafe, and attentively liften ; if he 
enters an afiembly, all rife: they give him 
way in public, and every where (hew him 
efteem and refpedt. In the time of Herodotus 

the Pilgrimage of Mecca; but, th^t he might fanAify a 
cuftom idolatry had corrupted, he commanded the invo- 
cation of God over the flain animal, and added thefe 
remarkable words, *' God accepts neither the flefli 
•* nor blood of viftims, but is pleafed with the piety of 
^* thofe who facrifice them," Coran, 

(gj This title, which fignlfies elder, is given to the 
moft ancient of the family j and, alfo, to thofe who apper- 
tain to the laiy. 

L3 thefe 
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thefc manners fubfiftcd in Egypt, /^ifi/and the 
defpotifm under which it groans fervcs to 
preferve them. The neck of its inhabitants 
bows beneath a yoke of iron. Publickly to 
difplay wealth would be criminal ; whatever, 
can excite the avarice of its. tyrants is care- 
fully concealed, and there is a fear even of 
fceming fortunate. Within the family walls, 
only, tranquillity and happincfs are to be 
found; and, as the union of its branches 
gives fafety, the common intcrcft joins with 
brotherly love to maintain harmony. * The 
facred laws of nature, in their primitive pu-*- 
rity, are here obferved. A numerous pofte. 
rity often re fides under the fame roof; the 
children and grandchildren come and pay 
their common father a daily tribute of vene^ 
ration and love : the pleafure of being be- 
loved and refpedled, in proportion as age in- 
creafes, makes him forget he grows old ; the 
content of his heart fparkles in his cycs^ a^d 
fcfenity foiooths the wrinkles of his forehead ; 

(h) Like the Lacedspmonians, who 2^^c the only people 
ameng the Greeks that pay proper homage to old age, 
the Egyptians give way to thofe who are older than them- 
felves, and rife from their feats when thcjr enter, IJefp- 
dotus. £uterpe« 

he 
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he k chearful and jocular ^ and^ while his 
youthful dcfcendants wear the moft modeft 
garments, he is decked in the gayeft colours- 
(i) Happy in the bofom of his family, when 
on the borders of the grave, he perceives not 
the approach of death, and reclines to cver- 
lafting reft amidft the embraces of his chil- 
dren. Long do they mourn his lofs, 
and each week ftrew his tomb with flow- 
ers, fk) where they recite their funeral 
hymns. The Egyptians have loft the art 
of embalming, but not the feelings which 
gave it birth. 

Among polLQied nations, where the fa-^ 
mily is more feparated, age is not fo 
much refpeded ; nay, it is often difgraceful. 
The filver haired Sire is often obliged to 
be iilent, in prefcnce of haughty youth; 
or affume the manners of a boy, to become 
fupportable. In proportion as the burthen 
of time is felt, ^nd the pleafures of life dimi- 
nifh, he beholds himfelf an incumbrance even 

ft J The brighteft colours are rcferved for the aged, in 
Egypt, and the youth of corrupted manners, only, are 
audacious enough to wear fumptuous habits. 

fij To ftrew odoriferous plants over, and recite pray- 
ers at;i the tomb of relations is a cuftom in Egypt. 

L 4 ta 
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to thofe who, but for bim, had hevcr been. 
They refufc him confolation when he needs 
it moft» and fbut him from their hearts : tho 
(old hand of age withers his faculties, which 
the kindly flame of filial love warms not. In 
fuch nations, the grey haired, feeling father, 
dies long before he is carried to the grave. 

Let us draw a veil over a pidturc which, 
thank heaven, is not univerfal. I was im- 
pelled to make the parallel by the affeiaing 
fcencs I here each day witnefs, where the re- 
verend patriarch, with his beard floating on 
his breaft, fmiles in frigid age, on his grand- 
children, who approach him with their ca- 
reflfes. He beholds four generations eagej? 
to pay him all filial duty, and his heart ex- 
pands ; he delights in life to its laf| moment^ 
Yes, Sir, thefe people have, in ignorance, 
prefer ved the fimplicity of ancient manners | 
they know not our arts and fcicnqes, but the 
fweet^ft fenfations of nature, which book^ 
teach not, they know, revere, and enjoy. 

What I h^yc faicl might be fupported by 
9 thoufand examples^ I will feledl only one 
which is well knpwn. When M. Maillet 
was Conful (IJ at Grand Cairo, the Tc£uit§ 

fl) About a hundred years ago. 
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pcrfiiaded the court of France to fend for 
Coptic children to Paris, (m) and there edui. 
pate them in the Catholic faith;^ th^t they 
might return and convert their heretical na* 
tion. Money and promifes obtained the con- 
feijt of fome fathers, extremely poor ; but, 
when the time of feparation came, paternal 
tendernefs revived in all its force, and they 
rather chofe to remain wretched than to 
purchafe eafe by a facrifice too painful to the 
J>c»rt. 

I have the honour to be, &c# 



(m) Copts, are the andeat inhiAitaati of Egypt, and 
Jacobine Chsifttm6| \ fhall i^peak loorf fully of diei^ 
jicreato* 



LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

^An acciunt of the Almau or Egyptian Im^ 
frovifatore, their education^ dancings mufic^ 
and the fajfionate delight the natives take 
in tbefe oBreJfes. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand CairOb' 

lliGYPT, Sir, as well as Italy, has her 
improvifatore, called Almai, or Learned; 
which title they obtain by being more care- 
fully educated than other women. They 
form a clafs very famous in the country, to 
be admitted into which it is neceffary to 
poffefs a fine voice, eloquence, the rules of 
grammar, (n) and be able to cgmpofe and 
ling extempore verfes, adapted to the oc- 
cafion. The Almai know all new fongs by 
rote, their memory is ftored with th« 

(n) The quantity in Arabic and Latin verfes is the 
fame, to which the former adds the various meafure and 
ihime of the French^ Thefe advantages cannot unite, 
except when a language is well fixed. 

beft 
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bcft Moah (o) and tajes, they are prefent 
at all feftivals, and arc the «hief ornament 
of banquets. They place them in a raifed 
orcheftra, or pulpit, where they ling during 
the feaft, after which they dcfcend, and 
form dances, which no way referable ours. 
They are pantomimes, that reprefent the 
common incidents of life* Love is their 
ufual fubjedt. The fupplenefs of thefc 

(o) Elegiac fongs, which bewail the death of a hero, 
or the difafters of love. Abulfeda has prcfervcd the 
conclufion of a moal, fung by Ommia, over the ca^ 
vity in which his kiafinen had been thrown, after the 
defeat of Beder» 

Have I yet not wept enough over the noble fons of 
the Princes of Mecca ? 

I beheld their biroken bones, and, like the turtle in 
the deep recefs of the foreftj^ filled the air with my la* 
mentations* 

Proftrate on earth, unfortunate mothers, mingle 
. your fighs with my tears. 

And ye, who follow their obfequies, ling dirges, yc 
. wives, interrupted by your groans. 

What happened to the princes of the people at Beder, 
|he chiefs of tribes ! 

The aged and the youthful warrior, there, lay naked 
. and lifelefs. 

How is the vale of Mecca change<| ? 

Thefe defolate plains, thiefe wilderneflcs, feemtopar* 
lake my grief, 

Vit dt Mahomit^ parSavafyy page Sj* 

dancers 
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dancers bodies is ifKoneeivabie, and the 
flexibility of their features^ wbkh take im^ 
preffions charaifteriftic of the partb they* 
plry at will, aftomftiing. . The indecency 
of their attitudes is often exceffiw ; each 
look, each geftuce, f^eaks^ ; and in z man*' 
fter fb forcible as not poilibly to be mii> 
tiinderffood. They throw afidc modcfly 
VnAi their vcilft,. When they begin ttJ 
dance^ a long and very light filk robe 
floats on the ground, negligently girded 
by a faftij long black hair, perfumed, and 
>ft trefles, defccnds over their flioulders i 
the ihift, tranfparent as gauze, fcarcely con* 
ceals the ikin ; as the aiftion proceeds the 
ytmx)^ forms and contours, the body can 
^ume fcem progrefHvej the found of thq 
flute, the caft^nets, the tambour de bafque, 
and cymbals, regulate, increafe, or ilacken, 
^eir fl:eps. Words, adapted to fuch like 
fcenes, inflame them more, till they appear 
intoxicated, and become frantic bacchantes, 
forgetting all referve, they then wholly 
abandon themfelves to the diforder of their 
fenfes, while an indelicate people, who wi(h 
nothing fhould be^ left to the imagination, 

redouble ^ir applaufe^ 

Thefe 
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i Tbefe Almai are ftdmitted inta dt ha^ 
leme; ihty teach the women t}ie new 
tin, recount amorous tales^ and recite po« 
etBB, in their prefeAce^ which are interest- 
ing by being pidures of their own man- 
ners. Thcj learn them the myfteries of 
dieir art> and inftru^ them in lafcivious 
dances. The minds of theic women are 
cultivated, their convcrfiition agreeable, they 
fpeak their language with purity, and, ha* 
l^tually addiding themfelves to poetry, 
learn the mod winning and fonorous modes 
of expreffion. Their recital is very grace- 
ful; when they fing, nature is their only 
guide : fome of the airs I have heard from 
them were gay, ^nd in a light and lively 
meafure, like fome of our« ; but their excel- 
lence is moft fecii in the pathetic. When 
they rehearfe a moal, '^in the manner of 
the ancient tragic ballad, by dwelling upon 
MedHng and plaintive toiies, they infpirc 
tnelancholy, which infenfibly augments, till 
it melts in tears. The very Turks, ene- 
mies as they are to the arts, the Turks them- 
-felves, paft whole nights in liftening to 
them. Two people fing together, fome- 
times, butf like their orcheftra, they are 

always 
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always in uniibn : accompaniments^ in mufic^ 
are only for enlightened nations; who^* 
while melody charms the ears wi(h to have 
the mind employed by a juft and inven« 
tive modulation. . Nations^ on the contrary^ 
whofe feelings are oftener appealed to than 
their underftanding, little capable pf catch-* 
ing the fleeting beauties of harmony, de- 
light in thofe Ample founds which im-« 
mediately attack the heart, without cali« 
ing in the aid of refled:ion to increafe fenfi^ 
bility. 

The Ij[raelites, to whom Egyptian man« 
ners, by long dwelling in Egypt, were be-* 
come natural, alfo had their Almai. At 
Jerufalem, as at Cairo, it feems, they 
gave the women leflbns. St. Mark re- 
lates a fad: which proves the power 
of the Oriental dance over the heart of 
man. (p) 

" And when a convenient day was come, 
** that Herod on his birth-day made a 
^' fupper to his lords, high captains, and 
" chief eftates of Galilee ; 

And when the daughter of the faid 



t% 



it) St. Mark, chap. vi. vcr. 2i* 

*^ Herodias 
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** Hcrodias came in, and danced, "and 
«* plcafed Herod, md them that fat with 
«* him, the king faid unto the damfel, 
^ Afk of me whatfoever thou wilt, and I 
*^ will give it thee. 

** And he fware unto her, Whatfoever 
*' thou (halt afk of me, I will give it 
^* thee, unto the half of my kingdom. 

** And (he went forth, and faid unto 
^' her mother. What (IiaU I afk, and (he 

faid. The head of John the Baptift. 

" And (he came in ftraightway with 

hafte unto the king, and afked, faying, 
** I will that thou give me by and by in 
** a charger the head of John the Bap- 
i* tift. 

^^ And immediately the king fent an 
'^ executioner, and commanded his head 
<^ to be brought, and he went and be* 
«^ headed him in the prifon." 

The Almai are prefent at marriage ce- 
remonies, and precede the. bride^ playing 
on inflruments. They alfo accompany fu« 
nerals, at which they (ing dirges, utter 
l^roans and lamentations, and imitate every 
mark of grief and defpair. Their price is 

higb^ 
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high, and they fcklom attend any W 
wealthy people^ and great lords. 

I was lately invited to a fplendid Tup^ 
per, which a rich Venetian merdiant gaw 
the receiver - general of the finances of 
Egypt* The Aln^ai fung various airs, du- 
Ting the banquet, and afterwards the pfaiies 
of the principal guefts. I was mod pleaied 
by an ingenious allegory, in which Cupid 
was the fuppofed interlocutor. There was 
play after fupper^ and I perceived handfuls of 
fequins were occafionally fent to the fingers. 
This feflival brought them fifty guineas, at 
lead; they are not, however, always fo well 
paid; 

The common people have their Almai> 
alio, who are a fecond order of thefe wo- 
men, imitators of the firft } but have ntU 

•thcr their elegance, grace, nor knowledge* 
They are feen every where i the public 
fquares and walks round Grand Cairo abound 
with them; the populace require ideas to 

• be conveyed with ftill lefs difguife j de-^ 

-cenfcy therefore will not permit me to de- 
fcribe the licentioufnefs of their motions 
and i^fhires^ of which no idea can be 

< ^ .1 formed 
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formed but by feeing. The Indian B^a^ 
Meres are exemplarily modeft^ when com- 
pared to the dancing girls of the Egyptians* 
This, Sir, is the principal diverfion of 
thefe people,, and in which they greatly 
delight. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
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LETTER XV* 

^be private fife of the Egyptian women^ tb^ 
inclinatigtiSy mrals^ employments f pl^afuresj 
tbe manner in wbicb they educate tbeir cbil^^ 
dren, and tbeir cuftom of weeping over tbe 
tombs of tbVtr kindred^ after baving firewed 
tbem with flowers and odoriferous plants. 

To M, L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

X HAVE already. Sir, defcribed the mode 
of life of the men, but have faid little con- 
cerning that of the women. This Oriental 
refer ve will not pleafe a European; (^) I 
will, therefore, endeavour to give you a 
general idea of female manners, in this coun- 
try. 

(q) The Egyptians never mention their wives in con- 
verfation j or, if obliged to fpeak of them, they fay the 
mother of fuch a perfon, the miftrefs of the houfe, &c. 
Good manners will not permit the vifitor to afk. How 
does your wife do. Sir? But, in imitation of their 
referve, it is neceffary to fay, How does the mother of 
fuch a perfon do ? And this they think an infult unlefs 
afked by a kinfman, or an intimate friend. This I 
relate as perfectly charadleriftic of Eaftern jealoufy. 

In 
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In Europe,- women afl parts of great 
confequence, and often reign fovereigns on the 
world's vaft theatre; they influence man- 
ners and morals, and decide on the mod 
important events ; the fate of nations is fre- 
quently in their hands. How different in 
Egypt, where tljey arc bowed down by the 
fetters of flavery;^ condemned to fervitude, 
and have no influence in public affairs. Their 
empire is confined within the walls of the 
harem. . There are their graces and charms 
entombed : the circle of their life extends 
not beyond their own family and domeftic 
duties, (r) 

Their firft care is to educate their children, 
and a numerous pofterity is their moft fervent 
.jvifli; public refpedt and the love of their 
^uft)and are annexed to fruitfulnefs. This 
is even the prayer of the poor, who earns 
.his bread by the fweat of his brow; and, 
did not adoption alleviate grief, when nature 
is unkind, a barren woman would be incon- 
folable. The mother daily fuckles her child, 

/ (r) The compiler Pomponius Mela pretends women 
"(do the out-cifoor bufmefs, in Egypt, and men that of the 
koufehold. Every writer wha has been in this country 
(difpxoves the opinion. 
.. M 2 . whole 
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whofe infant fmiles^ added to frequent 
pregnancy, recompences all the cares and 
pains they incurred. Milk difeaies^ and 
thofe maladies which dry up the juices of 
the youthful wife, who fends her ofTspiriilg 
to be nurtured by a flranger, are here 
unknown. That mothers (hould fuckle their 
young is a law as ancient ai the world ; it is 
cxprcfsly commanded by Mahomet. *• Let 
" mothers fuckle their children full two 
•' years, if the child does not quit the breaft i 
** but (be (hall be permitted to wean it with 
•* the confcnt of her hufband." (s) Ulyffes, 
in the Elyfian fields, beholds his mother, his 
tender mother, there, who had fed him with 
her mill^ and nurtured him in infancy, (t) 

When obliged by circumftanccs to take a 
nurfe, they do not treat her as a ftranger ; flicbe- 
comes one of the family, and palTes her days 
amidft the children (he has fuckled, by whom 
fhe ischeriihed andhonouredasafecondmother* 

Racine, who pofifefred not only genius but 
all the knowledge neceflary to render genius 
conipicuous, ftored with the learning of the 
fineft works of Greece, and well acquainted 
with oriental manners, gives Phcedra her 

(s) Coran. (t) Oayffey, book xxiii. 

nurfe 
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nurie as het fok confidante. The wretched 
queen, infeded by a guilty paflion fhe could 
n0t conquer, while the fatal fecret oppreiled 
a heart tljat durft not unload itfelf, could not 
refi>lve to fpeak her thoughts to the tender 
CBnone, till the latter had faid 

Cmelle, qaand ma fen vous a*t-elle diijVLt ? 
SoQgez-rous, qu'cn naiilant^ mes bras voos ont r(;ae t 

When, cruel queen, by mc were you deceived ? 
piA I BOt firil receire you in tbefe arms i 

The harem is the cradle and fchool of 
infancy. The new-born feeble beiiig is not 
there fwaddled and filleted up in a fwathe, 
the fource of a thoufand difeafes. Laid naked 
Ml a mat, expofed in a vaft chamber to the 
l^ute air, he breathes freely, and with his 
deHctte limbs fyrawls at pleafure. The new 
element in which he is to live is not 
entered with pain and tears. Daily bathed 
beneath his mother's eye, he grows apace; 
free to a€t, he tries his coming powers, rolls, 
crawls, rifes, and, fhould he fidl, cannot 
much hurt himfelf, on the carpet, or mat^ 
which covers the floor, fuj 

(uj The rooms are paved with large flag ftones, 
Wafhed once a week, and covered in fummer with a reed 
mat, of artfu) workmanffaip, and a ou^et in winter. 

M3 He 
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i He is not banilhcd his father ''s houfe when 
feven years old, and fent to college with tht 
Jofs of health and innocence ; he does not> 
jtis:true, acquire much learning ; he perhaps 
can only read and write ; but he is healthy^ 
robuft, fears God, refpcdts 61d age, has filial 
piety, and c delights . in hpfpitality,; which 
virtues, cojDtinually pradifed in his f^mHyf 
remain deeply engraveji in hh h^art*- , - . 

The daughter's education is the - f^e. 
•W^alel3qn9..^d bufl^,^ Tyh^ijhrfnartyr^^ro- 
peaa giij?, they Icnowjuotj, they run nakcdi 
or ©ply covered with;^ .^ift* tiW fix year? 
old, and the drefs they afterwards wearpour 
jfine? none of theif lia)b)St: ^but fufferS; tj^ 
l;>ody to t^k^ its true forna, and nothing r;i« 
.more uncommon than ricjtetty childreni .^ndl 
crooked people. Man Ti(es in all l^is majefi^y, 
and woman difplays every, charm of pfrfpn, 
in the Eaft. In Georgia and preece, thofe 
fine marking outlines, thofe admirable fprai8> 
which th? Creator gave the chief of his works 
are beft prefer ved. Apelles wquld: dill Jpnd 
models worthy of his pencil there. ;,_ ./ 

The care of their children does not wholly 
employ the women ; every other domeftig 
concern is theirs : they overlook their houfC'F 

hold. 



hotdf and do not think t^enifelvesdebaTed by > 
preparing, themfelves, their own food, and 
that of their hufbands. Forniert:utt6m'S, ftiir^ 
fobfifting, render thefe cares dntie^.-' -TimV 
Sarah haftened to bake cakes upon-the hcaitfri' 
Ivheii angels vifited Abrahami whb'performed 
the rights of hofpitklity. -Menelaus thus- 
entreats the departing Telemachus !^— 

*' Yet ftay, my friends, and in yoor diai-iottafce ' ^* 
«* The nQbleft prefents that our lovis^ cai^ nj^kp i 
•* M^an-time, copimit wt to our wpn^en's care 
*^ Some dioice domeftic viands to prepare ; (x) 

Subject to the immutable l^ws by which 
cuftom governs the Eaft, the women * do not' 
aflbciate with men, not even at table> fyj 
where the union of; fexes produces mirth, 
and wit, apd makes food more fweety When 

the great incline to dine with one of their 

■ • • • . ... - 

wives, ftie is infornjed, prepares the apart- 
ment, perfumes it with precious ejSences, 
procures the moil delicate viands, and receives 
her Ibtd with the tittrioft attention andtefped:* 
Among;, the cgmttion, people, the women 
ilfually ftand, or fit in a corner of the room,- 
while the hufbapd diij.es, often hold the bafon 

, /;r; Pope*sOdyfley, bbokxv.. . ^ 

(yj Sarah, who prepared the dinner for Abraham and- 
Usguefts, fatnot at table, ,^ut remaun^d in her texit« . ^ 

/L M4 for 
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for him to wafb, and ferve him at taUe. (») 
Cuftoms like thefe, which the Europeans^ 
rightly call barbaroQS^ and exclaim againft. 
with juftice, appear ib natural here, that they 
do not fufped it can be otherwife elfewhere. 
Such is the power of habit over man : what 
for age$ has been he fuppoies a law of nature. 
Though thus employed^ the Egyptiaa 
women have much leifure^ which they ipend 
9mong their flaves, embroidering fafhes, 
making veils, tracing deigns to decorate their 
fofas, and in fpinning. Such Homer painted 
the women of his times, 

^* Bat aot as yet tiM fatal aews kad rpiea4 

'« To fair Aadromadic, of He^br dead ; 

** As yet no mtStngtx had told his fate, 

♦* Nor e*en Ids ftay without the Scoean gate^ 

** Far in the clofe lecefies of the dope, 

•* Penfive ihe ply'd the melancholy loom ; 

** A growing work employed her fecret hours, 

•* Confus*dly gay with intermingled flow'rs, 

V Her fajrrhair'd handtnaids heat the braxen itm, 

•f Th|? bath preparing for her 4*Qrd*s return ;" (a) 

(%) I lately dined with an It^lian^ who bad married 
an Egyptian woman, and afiiuned their manners, h|iytn£ 
lived h^re long. His wife and fifter-in-l^w flood in my 
prefence, and it was with difficulty I prevailed on them 
to £\t at table with us, wbfr« tfaey wonp fxtfcniely tifni4 
lrti4difcotecerted# 

T«lemachuS| 
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Telemocfaus, feeing Penelope fpeak to dw 
iuitors on affairs to which he thought her 
incompetent, fays— - 

^ royal snotfacr ! evet-hoftDored mane ! 
<' Fermit me (cries Telcmachns) to claim 
<< A Con's jaft right. No Grecian piioce bat I 
'* Has pow'r this bow to grant, or to deny, 
^' Of all that Ithaca's rough hills contain, 
/ ^' And all wide Blii' couHtf^btcfediiig pbdn, 
** To me alone fny father's lami defctud s 
•< And mine alone they are to give or lend. 
•• Retire, oh Queen ! thy houihold talk r^funie, 
*' Tend, with thy maids, the laboteiv of the loom; 
'* The bow, the darts^ and sivm of ddvaky^ 
•* Tbefe cares to man belong, and moft to me.*' 

Pope's Odyffey, bookxxL 

The Queen, far from being offended at 
this freedom, retired, admiring the manly 
wifdom of her fon. 

Labour has its relaxations ; pleafure is not 
banifhed the hafem. The nurfe recounts 
the hiftory of paft times, with a feeling which 
her hearers participate i chearful and paf- 
fionate fongs are accompanied by the flaves, 
with the tambour de bafque and caftanets. 
Sometimes the Almai come, to enliven the 
fcene with their dances, and affeding recitals, 
and by relating amorous romances ; and, at 
the clofe of the day, there i$ a repaft, iawhich 

exquifitp 
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cacquifite fruits and perfumes are ferved with 
profuiibn. Thus ^ they endeavour to charm 
away the dulnefs of captivity. 

Not that they arc wholly prifoners ; once or 
twice a week they arc permitted to go to the 
bath/- and vifit femald relations and friends. 
To bewailthe dead is, likewife, a duty they 
are allo^pd to perform. I have often feen dif- 
traded mothers rduftd Grand Cairo, reciting 
funeral hynins over thp tombs they had ftrew- 
ed wtt^ odoriferous.plants. Thus Hecuba and 
Andromache fSJ lamented over the body of 

Hedlor; 

fij I will infert the complaints of Andromache and 

F.atima, the da^ughtors of M^homet| tljat you. Sir, qiay 

' compare them. 
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'• And, Oh my Heaor ! Oh niy Lord ! fhe cric«, 
'< Snatch'd in thy. Bloom from thefe defiring eyes { 
'< Thou to the diimal realms for ever gone ! 
** And I ahandon'd, defolate, alone ! 

* •* An only fon, oxic6 cdnifbrt of our pains, 
** Sad produd tiaw of haplefs love remains ! 

^' Never to manly age that fon fhall rife, . : 

<* Or with encreafing graces glad my eyes : • - 

•* For Dion now, (her great defender flain) 
** Shall fink a fmoaking rain on the plain. ' 
^ *V Who now proteds her wives with guardian care ? 
•« Who faves her infant§ from the rage of war ? 

• * «« Now hoflile fleets muft waft thofe infants o'er, 
i/. •* Thbft wive^ mu* nirtft ¥m to a fbre^ilfolrel ' 

" Thoo 
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HeiStar; and thus Fatiina and Sophia.wept'over 
Mahomet, This cuftom was not unknown 

'.':., to 

( ** Thou too, my fon! to barb'roiw clime^lhall go^ 
'* The fad companion of thy mother's woe ; . 
«* Driv'n hepce ^ flave before the vi6toP$ fword ; 
** Condemn^ to toil for fome inhuman lord. 
^* Or elfc fome Greek, whofe father preft the pldn^ 
*' Or fon, cwr brother, by great He6tor ilain ; 
- •< In Hedor's blood his vengeance fliall enjoy, • 
** And hurl thee headlong from the tow*rs of Trojri - 
«« For thy ftem father never fpal--d a foe: ■ . 
^' 'i'heiice 'all thefe tears, and all this {bene of Woe) 
*< Thence, many evils his fed parents bore, * ' 
** His parents many, but hii conibrt more. ! •* 

** Why gav'ft thou not to me thy dying hand ? .; 
^^ And why- received not I thy laft command ? 
** Some word thou would'ft have fpoke, which fadly deor^ 
'* My foul might keep, or litter with a tear ; * 

** Which nfcver, never could be loft in air, 
*« Fix'd in my heart, and oft repeated there ! 

** Thus t6 her weeping maids fhe msies her moan ; 
♦* Her weepin';^ handmaids echo groan for grcfan.'* 

Pope's, Iliad, book xxiv; 

F AT'IM A.- 

<« Oh my father !' Mihife of the mbft high F Pro- 
♦* phct of the mbft merciful God ! And" art thou gone? 
** With thee divine revelation is gone aHb ! The angel 
<* Gabriel has, henceforth, for ever taken his flight into 
•• the hig'h heavens ! Pov^rer fupreme ! hear my laft 
•* prayer 5 haften to unite my foul to hisj let me.behold 
•* his face j deprive me pot of tli? fruit of his righteouf'* 
f { nefs, nor of his interceffion at the day of judgement." 

Then 
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to the Romtns j they had their fuocral urfil 
fttcwed with cyprefs. How charmingly doet 
the elegant Horace (bed flowers over that of 
Quio^iliiis I How affeding» bow paffionate^ 
is the od6 he addfeffes to Virgil on the death 
of thefr cpoinapn friend, (cj Among Euro- 
;. V. pean 

Then taking a little of the duft from die eoflki,. and 
pttttin^^Tt tf^ her face, 0te addS) 

^^ Who, having fcfteU ^. duft of bis tomb^ caA-ever 
^ fin4 odbttr in the moft exquiiite pprfuoie^ ! Alas! 
^^ agreeable ien&tionsar^^U extindl in my heart ! The 
<< clouds of forrow envelop me, and will change the 
«* brighteft day to dlfma! night !" 

Fie Ji Mahomet y far Sdvafy, piige ^35. 

(cJ *• Wherefore rcftrain the tender tear? . 
*f Why bluih to weep for one fo dear ? 
'* Sweet n^nfe* of melting voice and lyre, 
. << Do thou the mournful fong infpire, 
*< Quin^iu$ — funk to endlefs reft, 
«< With death's eternal fleep opprcft ! 
'' Oh ! when ihall faith, of foul fincere, 
** Of juftice pure the i^ler fair, 
f* And modefiy, un^tted maid, 
'* And truth in artlels guife array'd, 
'* Among the race oif human kind 
^' Aa equal to Quindilius find ? 

<' How did the good, the virtuous mbumj 
** And pour their forrbws o'er his urn ? 
•' But, Virgil, thine the loudeft ftraili, 
•• Yet Ul thy i«oas gridFii vain, 

• ■ • <« In 
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pean nitons, where ties of kindred are much 
relaxed, they rid thenifelves all they can of the 
religious duties which ancient piety paid the 
dead ; but the realbn why We die unregref ted 
is becaufe we have had the misfortune toliv€^ 
unbeloved. 

The Egyptian women receive each other's 
vifits very afFedlionately : when a lady enters 
the harem, the miftrefs rifes, takes her hand, 
prefTes it to her bofom, kifies, and makes her 
fit down by her fide; a flave haftens to 
take her black mantle; fhe is entreated to 
be at cafe, quits her veil and her outward 

** In vain do yon the gjbds implore 
" Thy lov'd Qoinailius to icftore, 
•* Whom on far other terms they gave, 
** By nature faled to the grave. 

** What though you can the lyre command 
** And fweep its tones with fofter hand 
*' Than Orpheus^ whofe harmonious fbng 
** Once drew the likening trees along, 
** Yet ne'er returns the vital heat 
*' The fhadowy form to animate; 
** For when the ghoft-compelling god 
** Formshisblack troops with horrid lodf 
*< He will not, lenient to the breath 
** Of prayer, unbar the gates of deat)u 
** 'Tis hard, but patience miift endure^ 
V And ibothe the wots it cannot eve,'' 

PaANCis^t HoaACB, ode xzsr. 

tnd 
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{bifuCd) and difcovers a floating robe, tied round 
the waift with a fafli, which perfedly dif^ 
plays her ihape. She then* receives compliments 
according to their manner, (ej *^ Why my 
^* mother, or my fitter, have you been fo long 
** abfent ? We fighed to fee you ! Your pre- 
•* fence is an honour to our, houfe ; it is the 
** happinefs of our lives V* &c. 

Slaves prefent coffee, fherbet, and confec- 
tionary ; they laugh, talk, and play ; a large 
difh is placed on the fofa, on which are oranges, 
pomegranates, bananas, and excellent melons. 
Water, and rofe- water, mixed, are brought in 
a ewer ; and with them a filver bafon to wa(h 
the hands, and loud glee and merry coiiverfa- 
tion feafon the meal. The chamber is per- 
fumed by wood of aloes, in a brazier; and, 
the repaft ended, the flaves dance to the found 
of cymbals, with whom the miftrelTes often 
mingle. At parting they feveral times repeat, 

{dj A habit of ceremQny, which covers the drefs, and 
except the collar, greatly refembles a fhift. It is 
thrown ofF> on fitting down, to be more at eafe, and 
is called, in Arabic, camis. 

(e) Such titles as madam, mifs, or miftrefs, are un^ 
known in Egypt. A woman-advanced in years is called 
my mother; when young, n>y fitter j and, if* a girl, 
daughter of the houfc, \. ., _ 
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God keep ypu id heajltth ! Heaven grdnt you 
a numerous offspring ! Heaven preferve your 
children ;^the delight and glory of your fa- 
mily! (f), 

' While a vi£tor is in the harem^ the hu(^ 
band mufl not enter; it is the aiylum of 
hofpitality, and cannot be violated without 
fatal confequences ; a cherifhed right, which 
the Egy{)tian women carefully maintain, be- 
ing interefted in its prefervation. A lover, 
difguifed like a woman, may be introduced 
into the forbidden place,* (g) and it is necef- 
fary he ihould remain undifcovered ; death 
would ; otherwife be his reward. In this 
country, where the paffions are excited, by 
:the climate, and the difficulty of gratifying 
:them, love often produces tragical events.- 

The Turkifli women gp, guarded by their 
-eunuchs, upon the water alfo, and enjoy the 
charming profpedts of the banks of the Nile* 
-Their cabiiis are pleafaiit; richly . embelliflied, 
land the boats well carved and painted. They 

4ire known by the blinds over- the windows, 

•h-<« ' ^■'. 

.. Xfy 1 naention thefe wiilies, very ancient in the Eaftf 
becaufe they are found often in the Holy Scriptures. 
(g) I \i2iS^i^\^ harem fignifieSiforbicldeniJacct.^ 
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and the mufic by which they are accompa* 

nied. 

When they cannot go abroad they endea* 
vour to be merry in their prifon. Toward 
fun-fetting they go on the terrace^ and take 
the fre(h air among the flowers which are 
there carefully reared. Here they often bathe; 
and thus^ at once, enjoy the cool^ limpid 
water^ the perfume of odoriferous plants, the 
balmy air, and the ftarry hoft which (hine in 
the firmament. 

Thus 6.ath{heba bathed, when David be- 
held her from the roof of his palace, (b) 

The Turks oblige the public criers to fwear 
they will (hut their eyes when they call the 
people to prayer, that their wives may not be 
feen from the high minarets. Another more 
certain precaution, which they take, is to 
choofe the blind to perform this pious func« 

tion. 

Such, Sir, is the ufual life of the £gyp« 
tian women. Their duties dre to educate 
their children, take care of their boufeholdt 
and live retired with their family: their 
pleafures to vifit, give feafts, in which tfaej 

("ii^tt Samuel, xi.1t. 

oftea 
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often yield to exceffive mirth and licentiouf- 
ncfs, go on the water, take the air in orange 
groves, and liften to the Almai. They deck 
themfelves as carefully to receive their ac- 
quaintance as French women do to allure the 
men. Ufually mild and timid, they become 
daring and furious v/hen under the dominion 
of violent love:- neither lock^ nor grim 
keepers can then prefcribe bounds to their 
paffions; which, though death be fufpended 
over their head, they fearch the means to 
gratify, and are feldom unfuccefsful. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Narrative of a love adventure^ wbkb happened 
at Rofetta. 



To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

1 HAT I may linifti the portrait I have 
begun, I will relate a love adventure. Sir, 
which lately happened at Rofetta ; and thii^ 
will give you fome idea of the ftrength of the 
paffion in this country, Fafts are better than 
arguments to (hew the manners of a people. 
I (hall be careful that no indecency fhall per- 
vade the pidure ; but, if the colours are glow<9 
ing, the nature of the fubjeft muft plead my 
cxcufe. 

Haffan, an old jealous Turk, had married 
a Georgian girl of iixteen, and appointed 
guards to watch her. But where is there 
guard fo vigilant as love ? This wealthy lord 
poffeffed fine lands near Rofetta; he had a. 
magnificent garden a quarter of a league from 
the town, whither he permitted the youth- 

^ ful 
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ful Jetnily^ his wife, to go, and take the 
evening air. Slaves of both fexes always 
attended her. The men watched the walls, 
mod ftood centinel at the gates ; the women 
Waited on her within^ where fhe languidly 
flrayed among orange bowers. The mur- 
muring ftreams, the frefli verdure, the ten- 
der plaints of the turtle doves, vrhich people 
thefo afylums, but increafed her melancholy. 
She plucked fruity and eat, without appetite; 
fhe gathered flowers^ and fmelt, without 
pleafure. • As flic was gravely walking one 
evening by the river fide, veiled, and fur- 
rounded by her flaves, to go to her garden, 
flie perceived a European, who lately had 
arrived at Rofetta* His drefs being fo diffe- 
rent from the Turkifli, made him remark- 
able, (i) The colours of youth were vivid 
on his cheeks, which were not yet tanned by 
the fun, and drew her attention. She paf- 
fed flowly, and let her fan fall, that flie 
might have a pretence to ftop a moment, (k) 

' (i) Europeans drefs as they pleafe in Rofetta 5 but there 
is danger in wandering from the city in the European 
habit. 

(k) Their fans are of feathers, half circular, in a 
wooden handle, 

N 2 . Her 
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Her eyes met hi^ and the look went to her 
heart ; the air, the fhape, the features of the 
ftranger were imprinted in hermenaK)ry; and 
the impoffibiUty of fpeaking to, the dread of 
feeing him no more, gave her a painful 4(enfe 
of flavery. Thus conftraint kindled mo- 
mentary inclination into impetuous pailion. 
Scarcely had flie arrived, among the arbours 
of her garden, before flie cfcaped from the 
croud ; and, taking one of her women afide, 
in whom ihe had moil confidence, iaid, 
** Didft thou perceive the young ftranger? 
Didft thou behold his bright eyes, and how 
he looked upon me? O, my friend! My 
dear Zetfa ! Go, find him ; tell him to walk, 
the day after to-morrow, among the orange 
groves, without the garden, befide the wood 
of dates, where the wall is loweft. Say, I 
wifti to fee, to fpeak to him: only bid him 
(hun the watchful eyes of my pi tilefs keepers/* 
The melTage Was punftually delivered, and 
the European unguardedly promifed ; which 
promife the fight of approaching danger made 
him break. The flave, difguifed as a tradef- 
woman, went a fecond time, and alked him 
why he had not kept his word. His excufcs 

were 
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were ^various, and he fixed a diftant time, 
that he might have leifure to refled: on con- 
fequences. Refledtion again vanquiflied paf- 
fion ; the-fight of an impaled wretch cooled 
fiis fortitude^ and he went not to the rendez- 
vous. 

• Zetfa returned once more, bitterly re- 
proached him, .defcribed how ardently her 
miftrefs loved him, and hated the old HafTan, 
praifed her chartps, her beauty, and lamented 
the misfortunes of a perfon flolen from her 
parents, and fold to a barbarian. The youths 
feduced by her difcourfe, fwore that, on . the 
morrow, ht would be^ under the arbour an 
hour after fun-fet. 

The. beauteous Jemily, ever believing, 
though ever deceived, had been to the bath. 
Her black: locks, a contrail to the pure white 
of her complexion, fprinkled with rofe- water, 
hung in trefTes that reached to the ground ; 
her robes were richly perfumed ; an embroi- 
dered fa(h fhewed her flender waift, and 
bound thefe her light wbes, which, having 
none of the (liffnefs of art, took the contour of 
her body. Her mantle and her veil were 
thrown afide y an Indian handkerchief, adorn<- 
cd with pearls, encircled her head. Though 
N 3 every 
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every grace of youth attended her, fhc ftill 
feared (be was not beauteous enough. Impar 
tiently (he waited, fometioies haftening l^r 
fleps, fometimes as fuddenly flopping, aod at 
others^ extending herfelf on the ground^ roHed 
among, and cruflied, the tender flowers* 
The Icaft noife made* her fhudder, and glance 
toward the appointed arbour. The fun waa 
no more feen; the bright ftars appeared^ 
;ind night, here fo delightful, fo magn^cenfc, 
whofe cooling prefencc reftores' power to 
the languid body, and all its energy to [tfao 
foul, had fpread her veil over nature^ and her 
dark {hades over the bower where fighe4 
the amorous Jemily. Each breath, eadi 
ruftling leaf, brought fear and iK>pe. alter- 
nately to her heart. Sufpence, that torturer 
of impatient love, gave her a thoufand racking 
doubts. 

The hour of returning came, and a third 
time fhe faw herfdf d^eived. Fury takes 
place of afFedion; fhe breathes vengeance, 
determines to have 4ie life of the perjurer c; 
but, having more love than vaaity, hope and 
defire foon extinguifh wrath. — -^'.^ No; he 
^* fhall not die. Go, go, my dear Zetfa, 
^' bear him the Words of peape j- ^i^ his 

^^ fears. 



a M E G Y P T. 183 

^^ fanp dc&nht my lo^r^ and bid him come 
«< and leara its value/' 

Zetfa returned to the European^ calmed 
his apprehenfions^ and paflionately defcribed 
the tendcmefsof her miflrefs, and the happi- 
fie& that awaited him. Incapable of with- 
ibnding pictures fo fedudive, the imprudent 
youth once more promifed ; but^ left to him- 
jelf^ the dread of an ignominious death once 
more made him violate his word. Patience 
itielf has a period; that of Jemily vvras long: 
nine months ihe folicited a man whom (he 
had feen but a moment; finding in afFec* 
tifon new excufes; one means failing, purfu- 
ing another; Gall unable to fubmit to the 
lofa of him (he had taken fo much pains to 
obtain. One evening, after fheddihg tears of 
bitternefs, forgetting herfelf in the grove, and 
thinking only of her lover, whofe image in- 
cefiantly purfued her, Haffan, tired of waiting, 
treated her harflily. The charm was broken ; 
flie retired, furious, to her apartment : but, 
though defpairing Love breathed vengeance, 
yet the fentencc he pronounced he foftened. 
-^** Once more, go,** faid (he, to her faithful 
Zetfa; '' to*morrow at day-break; find the 
^^ perfidious European^ and bear him thefe 
N 4 my 
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«» my laft words,— rl faw thcc, ftrangcr, 
«* thought thou hadft .ftnfibility, and .my 
** heart panted to be^thine^ Nine mohdis 
*^ thou haft deceived me i perjury to thcc i& 
'* fport. But, beware; thy life is in my hands; 
*' fm) and I am determined. Hailan will de- 
" part for Faoua on Thurfday ; he will rctura 
** late, and I fhall be in the garden. Come 
'' and receive thy pardon, or a flavc . {ifsHiX 
** bring nie thy head. Jemily fwcars by 
</ the Prophet, if longer ^negleiSed, to \bc 
*' revenged." ? i: 

Zetfa faithfully reported thefe words, and 
the European hefitated no longer.-. Deathi 
with promifed pleafure, he preferred*, made 
the flave a prefent, conjured her to calm the 
anger of Jemily, and faithfully promifed. he 
would be at the rendezvous a little after fun- 
fet. He was not, however, without his fears s 
perhaps he was to be puniflied for former pcr>- 
fidies. Could a Turkifh vvoman find pleafure 
in pardoning ; or does wounded pride, for- 
give ? The day comes, and his fears encreaUb: 
a thoufand wandering thoughts* a thoufand 
fenfations confound and diftrad his mind.-—* 

(m) A Turkifli woman may cafily have a foreigner 
afiaffinated, or even publicly executed, if ibe pleafe. 

Depart 
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Depart he muft, and the idcla of a beauteous 
woipan waiting for him enfiiamed the imagi- 
nation, and veiled the danger. He armed 
himfelf, croffed the rice^-fields, ftole along 
the wood of dates, and came to the wall 
which divided him from the beauteous Geor- 
gian. His heart palpitates ; he looksi leaps 
the wall, and enters the garden. Two wo- 
men, at feeing him, rife, and appear terrified, 
while he ftands motionlefs. The one-— it 
was Jemily herfelf — held out her hand, and 
gave him courage. He approaches, bows 
profoundly ; is kindly raifed ; a iign is given, 
and the Have difappears. ** Stranger,'* faid 
Jemily, *' why haft thou deceived me fo 
«• long? Thou loveft me not." ** Pardon, 
«• beauteous Jemily ; my fears have detained 
*• mes but lam come to repair my wrongs at 
*• your feet." She feemed as if £he would 
have continued her reproaches ; but, taking 
the youth's hand, which trembled in her own, 
fhe led him to an orange grove. The moon- 
beams filvered the foliage.— But here, without 
further defcription, let us leave the lovers. 

There feems little probability in aa event 
like this, judging from European manners; 
and I might eaiily have frenchificd the ftory, 

and 
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and made it credible enough ; but the workt 
ivould only have gained one error more» would 
have faid the Egyptians are like Europeans i 
without recollecting the imtnenie di£ferem» 
o£ the licentious liberty of tho fex in ono 
place^ and ilavery, a3 licentious in its efffs&n, 
in the other. I tm Biore (atisfkd with relating 
fadty ihould it feem to want probability^ than 
dving fable the appearance of truth. 

I have the honouc to be« &c. 
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LETTER XVII. 

E9<curjim from Grand Cairo to Giza, where 
the French merchants han)e a country hot^fe ^ 
the. route from Giza to the Pyramids y and a 
tabk of their height s^ extracted from ancient 

. and modern travellers^ proving the great 
pyramid is fx hundred feet high i and that 
in the time of Herodotus ^ before thefand had 
accumulated round the bqfe, its perpendicular 
knight "was eight hundred feet. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo* 

I O U are furprif^d. Sir, I have not yet 

mentioned the pyranriids, and expeil a defcrip- 

tion that (hall clear and determine your 

doubts. This is the very rcafon of my filencc; 

my delay arofe from the defire 1 had to obtain: 

certainty, and fuch information as fhould 

iatisfy your curiofity. One vifit was not 

fufficient, and I am juft returned from paying 

them a fecond, in company with the CoAte 

P'Antragues, a French nobleman, whofe 

defire of inftruftion brought him to Egypt; 

•nd who,, in addition 'to the qualities we call 

amiable^ pofie^s wit and learning. 

Wc 
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We left Grand Cairo after dinner, proceed- 
ing through that part of it called Hanefi. The 
Nile was on our right, and the canal of the 
prince of the faithful on our left. The plaiii 
we croffed reaches to Foftat, and is inter- 
fered by lakes, cluttering trees, gardens, 
and pleafurc houfes, appertaining to the 
grandees. The moft confiderable is that of 
Ibrahim Bey, Sheik El Balad, (o) whither 
he often takes his wives, who range in a vaft 
enclofure of orange trees, and pomegranates, 
with a terrace, over which is a portico that 
looks down upon the river ; here a part of 
their captivity is pafTed. A little farther a 
grand edifice rifes, inhabited by dervices; 
and which, fcandal fays, affords fubjed of 
confolation to the beauteous prifoners. 

Faffing this plain, we came to the mou;:h 
of the canal of the prince of the faithful, 
and the water-works ; and, traverfing a part 
of Old Cairo, embarked near the Mekjas, aqd 
landed at Giza, where the French merchants 
have hired a handfome country houfe. Here 
we pafled the evening, impatient to continue 
our route; but, previous to this, a prefent 

' (o) The title of the moft powerful B^, as I have 
before faid, fignifjring governor of the country., 

!/ .r ' * wag 
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was neccffary, to the Kiacbef, (p) who pro- 
mijfed us two Cbeiks^^ (q) to protedl us from 
the plupdering Arabs, !This, formerly, was a 
voluntary gift, a mere mark of refpedl 5 it is 
now a tribute, which the governor lays on 
European curiofity. It originated with the 
Engliflh, who, returning from Bengal, never 
fail to vifit the pyramids. The folly and 
vanity of thefe Nabobs, who deal out their 
gold by handfuls, has made travelling more 
expenfive, and diflBcult, for perfons who 
have not governed the rich provinces of 
Bengal. 

The prefent accepted, and the efcort come, 
we left Giza about an hour after midnight, 
and fcarcely had proceeded a quarter of a 
league before we perceived the tops of the two 
grand pyramids. We were but three leagues 
from them, and the moon fhone on them 
with full fplendour. They appeared like two 
pointed rocks, with their fummits in th^ 
clouds, and the afped: of thefe antique monu- 
ments, which have furvived nations, empires, 
and the ravages of time, inlpired veneration. 
The calm of nature, and the filence of 

{}) Governor, 

(i) Men «f the law J or of authority among the Arabs. 

night. 
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night, added to thdr majefiy ; and the mio^ 
calling a retrofpedive glance over the ages 
that have paflcd by thefe mountains, which 
time himfelf cannot fhake^ ihudders with 
involuntary awe. Peace be to the laft of the 
ieven wondeps of the world ! Honoured be 
the people by whom they were raifed ! 

In the rich plains that furround them. 
Fable has placed the Elyfian fields; their 
interfeding canals are the Styx and the Lethe. 
The creations of Mythology here gleam acrois 
the mind ; and the (hades of her learned, 
her warlike, her poetical, her virtuous, heroes, 
glide and (hoot, appear and difappear, at 
fancy's calL How highly is poetry indebted 
to thefe places; and how highly arc they 
indebted to poetry ; fung as they have been 
by Orpheus and Homer I 

We approach the pyramids, which, with 
afpedt varying, according to the windings of 
the plain we traverfe, and the fituation of 
the clouds, become more and more diftind:. 
At half pail three in the morning wc found 
ourfclves at the foot of the greatcft ; we left 
our clothes at the door, where it is entered, 
and defcended each with a torch. We pro- 
ceeded till we came to a place where we were 

obliged 
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obliged to crawU like fnakes, to paft into 
(the fecond entry, which correfponded to the 
'/irft. We then afcended on our knees, fup- 
jporting ourfelves with our hands agaiiift the 
fides ; otherwife we were in danger of Aiding 
ftt'ecipitately down an inclined plane,, the 
Botches, or fieps, of which did not afford 
certain foot-hold. We fired a piftol about 
the middle, the fearful noife of which was 
long reverberated among the cavities of this 
immenfe edifice, and which awakened thou- 
fands of bats, much larger than thofe of 
Europe, that, darting up and down, beat 
againft our hands and face, and extingui(hed 
Several of our lights. Come to the top, we 
entered, through a very low door, a great 
joblong chamber, entirely of granite. Seven 
enormous ftones, crofling from one wall to 
the other, formed the ceiling. A farcopha- 
gus, cut from a block of marble, is placed at 
one end ; it has been violated by man, for it 
is empty, and the lid has been torn off. Bits 
of earthen vafes are fcattered round* Beneath 
this chamber ■. is another, lefs, where is the 
.entrance of a conduit, full of rubbifh. After 
examining thefe caverns, where the light of 
day never enters, and the ihades of eternal 

night 
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night grow more thick and dark^ we defcend^ 
ed by the way we came, taking care not to 
tumble into a well, f^rj which is on the left^ 
and which reaches to the bottom of the 
pyramid. The air within this edifice, being 
never changed/ is fb hot and mephitic as 
almoft to fufFocate. When we came out/ we 
were bathed in fweat, as pale as death, aad 
might have been taken for fpedres, rifing 
from the abyfs of darknefs. Having eagerly 
breathed the open air, and refreflied ourfelves, 
we haftened to fcale this mountain of man. 
It is compofed of more than two hundred 
layers of flone that recede in proportion to 
their height, which is from four feet to two. 
Thefe, enormous fteps muft all be mounted, 
to arrive, at the fummit ; and this we under- 
took, beginning at the North-Eaft angle, 
which is the lead damaged, but did not 
accomplifli our taik till after half an hour's 
fevere labour. 

Day began to break, and the Eaft gradually 
aflumed more glowing colours : wO' fat en- 
joying a pure air and a moft delicious cool- 
nefs. The fun- beams foon gilded the top 

Cr) This was known to Pliny — " There is a well 
« in the Pyramid 86 cubits deep.'* lib. 36. 

of 
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of Mokkatam, (s) and foon roie abdve it^ 
m the horizon; we received his firft rayg, 
and beheld, at a diftance, the tops of the 
pyramids of Saccara, three leagues from us, 
in the plain of Mummies* The rapid light 
difcoveredi every moment, new beauties 1 the 
tops of minarets, of date-tree groves, planted 
round the villages, and on the hills, and the 
flooding beams alike inundated mountains 
and valleys : the herds left the hamlets, the 
boats fpread their fails, and our eyes followed 
the vaft windings of the Nile* On the North 
were fterile hilk, and barren fands^ on the 
South the river, and waving fields, vaft as the 
.ocean i to the Eaft ftood the fmall town of 
QxTi% ; ^md the towers of Foftat, the minarets 
of Grand Cairo, and the caftle of Salah Eddin, 
terminated the profped. Seated on the high- 
eft, the mpft ancient, themoft wonderful, of 
the works of man> as upon a throne, our eyes. 
Wandering round the horizon, beheld a dread- 
ful defert, the rkh plains in which the Ely-- 
fian fields had been imagined, villages, towns, 
a majeftic river, and edifices which feemcd the 
work of giants* The univerfe contains not 
a landfcape more variegated, more magni- 

fsj A mountain which overlooks Grand Cairo. 

: • Vol. I. O ficeat. 
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ficcnt, more awful ; which more impels cotr- 
templation, more elevates the foul ! 

Having engraved our names on the top of 
the pyramid, we cautioufly defcended; for 
the deep abyfs lay before us ; a piece of ftone 
breaking under our hands, or beneath our 
feet, had caft us headlong down. 

Once more fafe at the bottom, we made 
the tour of the pyramid, contemplating it 
with a kind of terror. Looked at near, it 
fcems compofed of detached rocks; but, a 
hundred paces diftant, the largenefs of the 
ftones is loft in the immenfity of the ftrufturc, 
and they appear very fmalL 

To this day, its dimenfions are proble- 
matical. Since the time of Herodotus many 
travellers and men of learning have meafured 
it ; and the difference of their calculations, 
far from removing, have but augmented, 
doubt. I will give . you a table of their 
admeafurements ; which, at leaft, will ferve 
to prove how difficult it is to come at truth. 



Height 



O N E G Y P T. 195 

Height of the grand Width of one fide^ 

Pyramid. 
Ancients. Feet. Feet. 

Herodotus - 800 -«.--- 800 

Strabo - - 625 - - - - • 600 

Diodorus - - 600 fome inches, - 700 

Ph'ny --- - • - ^-* 708 

Moderns. 

Le Bruyn - 616 - - . - • 704 

Profp. Alpinus 625 - - ' . ^ - 750 

Thevenot - - 520 ----- 682 

Niebuhr * • 440 --•• -710 

Greaves - - 444 - - • - - 648 

Number of the layers or fteps* 
Greaves - • 207 
-MaiUet ... 208 
Albert Lewenftein 260 
Pococke - - 212 
Belon - - - 250 
Thevenot • - 208 

To me it feems evident that Greaves and 
Niebuhr are prodigioufly deceived, in the 
perpendicular height of the grand pyramid. 
All travellers agree it contains^ at leafl:> two 
hundred and feven layers, Mrhich layers are 
O 2 from 
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Irom four to two feet high, [u) Tlicliiglieft 

are at the bafe, and they decreafe inTtnGbly 
to the top. I meafured feveral which were 
jacKire than three feet high, and I found aocx; 
(hat were left than two -, ihereforc, the letft 
iDcan height that can be allowed them is 
two fe^t and a half, which^ according to 
the calculation of Greaves himfelf, who 
counted two hundred and fevcn, will give 
five hundred and feventeen feet, fix inches, 
- in perpendicular height. 

Obferve that Greaves, Maillet,. Thevc^ 
not, and Pococke, who differ in the num- 
ber of fleps only from two hundred and 
feven to two hurndred and twdvc^ all have 
afcended the north-eaft angle^ as ihe one 
leafl damaged. I did the fame, iindcouat» 
cd two hundred and eights but, if we 

(u) The ficps are from two feet and a half to four 
feet high, not being fo high towards the top as at the 
bottom. Pocockes Travels^ vol, I. p. 43. 

The height of the firft layer is five feet ; but this 
height infenfibly decreafcs to the top. Profper Jlpinus^ 
.cap. 6. 

This pyramid has two hundred and eight fteps of 
large ftones, the mean height of which is two feet and 
a half, for fome that I meafured are higher, and were 
,^Dve three feet. 'Ihtvoiot^ fags 242, 

remark 
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remark that the pyramid h^s been opened 
on the fide .fronting the defert, that the 
flofies have been thrown down, and that the 
buds wbkh have covered then) have form* 
ed a^ confiderable hill, we jQiall no longer 
wonder that Albert Leweinftein> Belon, and 
Prolpcr Alpintaa^ who afbended either the 
ibuth^-eaift or fouth-^weft angle, lefs expofed 
to die fands of Lybia, found a greater nam^** 
ber of Heps z for which reafon, their cal* 
cttlation^ agreeing with that of Diodorvs 
and Strabo, feems neareft the true height of 
the pyramid, taken from its original bale j 
and we have cavfe to believe it was at leaft 
fix hundred feet high. What Strabo fays is 
alraoft proof pofitive. ** Abouthalf way up, 
^ on one fide, is a (lone, that may be removed, 
^< which flops op an oblique entry that 
'^ leads to the co^, which is depofited 
*• withia the pyramid," (x) This entry, 
which is now open, and which, in the 
time of Strabo, fy/ was about half way 
up, is, at prefent, not a hundred feet from 
the bafe. Thus the rubbifh of the coating 

{xj Strabo, lib, 17. 

(y) i. c. In the age of Augulhu, 

O3 of 



198 LETTERS 

of the pyramid^ and the ftones dug out 
and taken from the infide, fince covered by 
fandSt have formed^ in this place^ a hill 
two hundred feet high. Pliny fupports this 
opinion, (zj The grand fphinx, in his age^ 
ftood fixty-two feet above ground; but its 
body is now buried under the fand^ and the 
neck and head only appear, which are twen- 
ty-feven feet high. If this fphinx, which 
the pyramids (helter from the north winds 
that drift up the fands of Lybia, has, nc- 
verthelefs, been covered thirty feet, imagine 
how great muft be the quantity gathered on 
the north fide of an edifice which intercepts 
thefe fands, by a bafe of more than feven 
hundred feet in extent. To this we muft 
attribute the prodigious difference between 
the accounts of the hiftorians, who mea-» 
fured the grand pyramid, in diftant times, 
and at oppofite angles. Herodotus, who 
lived neareft the time of its foundation, 
when its real bafe was bare, allows it to have 
. been eight hundred feet fquare, (a) which I 
think very probable. This is alfo the opi^ 
nion of Pliny, who fays it covered a fpace 

(z) Pliny, lib., 36. 
(a) Euterpe. 

of 
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of eight acres, (b) Shaw, (c) Thcvenot, 
(d) and the reft of the travellers, who 
have pretended this pyramid was never 
finifhed, hecaufe it is open aiid is not coated, 
are miftaken. That it was coated will be 
proved by the remains of mortar, ftill found 
in feveral parts of the fteps, mixed with 
fragments of white marble: and, if we 
read, attentively, the defcription th-e an- 
cients have given of it, every doubt will va- 
nifh, and truth be feen in all its luflre. Let 
us examine a few of thefe paffages. 

^^ The grand pyramid was coated by 
*^ poliflied ftones, perfeftly joined, the leaft 
*^ of which was thirty feet long. It was 
^* built in the form of fteps, on each of 
*^ which wooden machines were eredted, to 
** raife the ftones to the next. Herodotus 
*^ Euterpe. 

*^ The grand pyramid is built of ftones, 
'* very difficult to work, but, of eternal 
'^ duration. They are hitherto preferved 
^* without damage, (e) and were brought 

(h) Pliny, lib. 36* 

(c) Shaw's Travels. 

{d) Voyage de Levant, page 255. 

{e) About the middle of the Auguftan age. 

O 4 '^ from 
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** from the marble quarries of Arabia/' 
J)kdorus Siculus, lib. i , 

The hiftoriaa thought the whole edifice 
had . b^en built of ftones fimilar to the 
coating, which was pf very hard marWc^ 
|Iad this coating been broken, in pairt, he 
would have i^tn^ undernoith) a cakarrous 
Hone, tolerably foft. 

*^ Thq grand pyramid is built of ftoncs^ 
^^ brought from the quarries of Arabia, and 
^' is not far from the village of Bufiris^ 
^^ (fj where people live who have tl^ 
** agihty to mount to the top/' FKny^ 
lib. 36. 

We fee that Pliny, deceived by appear- 
ances, was under the fame error as Diodo- 
rus; but the paflagc clearly fhews the 
pyramid was coated. In fad, it would 
pot have been furprizing that the inhabi- 
tants of Biifiris could mount a building that 
had ftepsi but it was exceedingly fb that 
they ihould afcend a mountain, the four 
iides of which prefented a vaft furfisurc of 
poliflied marble flabs, laid flan ting. 

I /hall forbear being more particular, to 

(f) This village ftill remains, is called Boufir, and 
13 only a flxort Itag^e from the pyramids, 

prove 
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prove that the grand pyramid was coated 
with marble : the fadl is inconteftible. 
That it was fliut is equally true, as ap- 
pears from Strabo; and that, by raifing a 
fione^ placed about the middle of one of 
its fidefi, an entry was found, which led 
ta the tomb of the king. To Maillet, 
who vifited this pyramid forty times, with 
all imaginable care, I will leave the honour 
of informing you what the means employed 
to open it were. I have twice examined 
it within, have twice afcended to its fum- 
mit, and cannot forbear admiring the fa- 
gacity with which this author has unveiled 
the mechanifm of that aftonifhing edifice. 
To this letter, therefore, I will fubjoinr 
his enquiries, and his plan, becaufe I can 
fpeak only as he has fpoken, and the merit 
of the difcovery is hh right. I ihall only 
add a few notes, which I have thought 
pcceflary, 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
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LETTER XVIIL 

On tie interior JiruSiure of the great pyramids 
its pajfages, welly and apartments i with 
. the means employed, by the architeSls^ to 
. chfe and render it inaccejjibk i alfo the 
violent ones by which it has been opened: 
the ^hole extracted from the learned MaiU 
kt. 



To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo/ 



:f) 



HE pyramid has not only been coated^ 

* and rendered entire without, but clofed,. 

* alfo, and opened with violence : which 

* I will undertake to prove, beyond all 

* doubt. 
• This violence is firfl: perceived at the, 

* natural entry of the pyramid; whence 
^ have been taken, as may be feen with a lit- 

* tlea ttention, fome of the ftones which once 

* (hut it, and which were enormoufly large* 
^ Thefe ftones were placed above a paflage | 

* which, by a rather fteep defcent, led to 
> ' Mhe 
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the centre of the pyramid, and to the 
chambers where the bodies of thofe who 
built it muft have been depofited. This 
paffage is a hundred feet long, and be- 
gins a hundred feet from the bafe of the 
pyramid. It is got at by a kind of 
mountain, of the fame height, formed 
from the ruins of the pyramid itfelf. It 
is three feet three inches fquare, and was* 
wholly filled with ftones, well fitted, of 
the fame marble with itfelf. Above the 
aperture by which it is entered, we find 
an extent of nine or ten feet, in the body 
of the pyramid, whence ftones, of a pro-' 
digious fize, have been taken, as is evi« 
dent from the remaining ftones. This^ 
alone, would fuffice to prove the pyramid 
has been clofed; fince thefe ftones could 
' only have been removed to find the mouth 
' of this paflage ; or, more eafily to como 
^ at the ftones which were within the paf- 
^ fage, and which were fattened to thofe 
\ they were forced from. See A. Having 
^ forced thefe prodigious ftones, and thofe 
' of the paflage which, were below thefe 
^ firft; it was eaiy to extra(3t the others^ 
^ by the purcbafe they would obtauo on the 

* part 
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part that projeded. It is fuppofed that, 
to make this more difficurlt, when the 
flones were infcrted in the paflage, thejr 
were coated with an exceedingly ftrong 
cement^ that they might fix themielves 
more firmly, tft the fides of the paffage, 
and become of a piiece with the edifice } 
but, by fupcrior force, and hot water, 
poured in the pafiage B, the cement was foff 
ened, and the fi:ones detached, which were af^ 
terwards got oat without much trouble. 
Certain it is, they found a method of cx- 
tradling them, without injuring the very 
ftones which form the paflagc ; they are flill 
a$ well polifhed as at firil, except at thd 
bottom of the paflagc, where they have chif^ 
feled, at convenient diftances, holes two or 
three fingers deep; which precaution was 
neceflary, to facilitate the entrance and 
return from the pyramid. Were it not 
for this afiiftance, it would not be poffible 
to defcend the paflage, without flidrng ra- 
pidly to the bottom ; or to return, with* 
out having ropes faftened on the outfide* 
' I hinted above, the pafiage was made 
of marble : I now ^d that the Honcsr^ 
which forav ibe fow: ^h 4re of the 

' fincft. 
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6xtc&, CQO&quendy the hardeft, white^ 
xaarble. J ovm it is fomewhat yellow^ 
and has, no doubt, taken this colour, 
on the furfacc, from length of time, ^gj 
One of thcfe prodigious ftoncs, which, 
as I have iaid, were forced from the pyra- 
mid, above the entrance of the pafTage, is 
ftill found there ; and it is ufual for thoic 
who vifit this illuftnous monument, to get 
on it and eat. It is of the fame marble, be- 
yond all contradidion ; as well as thofe 
which form the other pa^ges. On this prin« 
dple I have affirmed, the ftones which clo« 
fed the firfl: pafTage, I have jufl defcribed, 
and even all the other paflages of the pyra-^ 
mid, were of the fame materials; chofen, 
no doubt, preferably to all others, for its ex- 

(g) It is its natural colour* At the foot of Mount 
Colzoum, on the weftern Ihore of the Red Sea, is an 
immenfe quarry of this yellow marble : the fandy plain, 
which leads to it is called Elaraba^ the plain of Ca^ t^, 
wUch oan&e it no doubt obtained from the carts, ufed 
to carry the marble to the Nile, whence it was tranf» 
ported by water, almoft to the foot of the pyramids* 
Herodotus and Pliny affirm, the ftones, with which 
they weFC coated were iMrought from the quarries of 
Arabia, fbiecaufi: that part cf Zg^t was then called 
Arabia. 

* tremc 
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* treme hardnefs. This may be eaiily proved, 
« by raifing the half of the ftone, which 

* ftill remains, at C; where is the jundion 

* between the outward and inward pafTage. 

* The infide of the pyramid is fo dark, and 

* blackened, by the fmoke of candles, and 

* torches, which, for ages, have been burnt 

* in going to vifit it, that to judge of the qua* 

* lity of the ftones of the chambers and other 

* places, enclofed in this wonderful pile, 

* would be difficult ; we only can fee that 

* their polifli is extf emely fine ; that they arc 

* of the utmoft hardncfs, and fo perfedly 

* joined that the point of a knife cannot enf- 

* ter the interftices, between them. 

* When they had emptied this firft paffage, 

* and ended this painful labour, they came 

* to a fecond, flill more confiderable. The 

* tafk then was to extradl the ftones that 

* filled this fecond, which afcended, to- 
' wards the top of the pyramid, with the 
' fame fiidden fteepnefs that the other had 

* defcended : and, alfo, to find the beginning 
^ of this pafl^age ; which, I imagine, they did, 
^ though the ftone that clofed it, fitted it fo 

* juftly as to leave no indication of any apcr- 
l turc, whatever. They only might perceive 

* that 
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* that it did not, like the others, extend 
' over the top of the firft; paflage ; which 
^ they would difcover, by founding, with 
^ the point of a knife, or fome other inftru- 
^ ment, with which they might penetrate the 

* cement, that united the four fides of which 
^ the fuperficies of that ftone was compofed, 

^ ^ and which joined it to thofe of the paflage 

* beneath. The entrance to this fecond paf- 

* fage was ten feet diftant from the further 
^ end of the iirft 5 the better to deceive thofe 

* who fhould attempt to difcover it. This 
' ftone was attacked firft, which was no eafy 
^ work ; the place was confined, and it was 
^ neccfl^ary to lay on the back, and work above 
^ the head, the arms having but little force, 

* and the body in continual danger of be- 

* ing crufhcd, by a maflfy ftone, that every 

* inftant might fall, which may be feen at 

* C. The mallet and chiflTel having con- 

* quered the refiftance of this firft ftone, which 

* muft have been keyed, or fome way faften- 

* ed, another fucceeded, which, gliding down, 
' covered the mouth of the paflTage 5 and to 

* extradl which a different kind of labour 
' was neceflfary. This they effeded : but, 
f another ftill prefenting itfelf, they thought 

* this 
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^ thifi mode too tedious^ renounced it» and 
*. having prevented the defcent of the Aooes^ 
^ which followed and ilopped up the n^mth 

* of the paffage^ they forced a way, forty feet 
i long, and eight or ten in height and width, 

* at D, through the ftones that furroundcd 

* the bottom of the firft paflage. This forced 
' paflage (b) is at E. In fome places it x% 

* low, and confined, in others a man may 

* ftand upright ; this was a work of infinite 

* labour. Afterward turning to the left, to- 
^ ward the fecond paflage, they took three 

* or four fliones out of its fide, which made 

* an opening from fifteen to twenty feet in ex:- 

* tent at G. But it is neceflTary, before we 

* fpeak of the continuation of this work, to 

* obferve that the ftone which really dofed 
^ this paflTage, where it communicated with 

* the firfl:, exadly proportioned to the place, 

* and entirely flopping up the mouth, has 

* been removed ^ as I have iaid : for the 

* ftone at the mouth of this paflage at 

* prefent, does not fit ; but, on the con* 

(h) It is unequal) crooked, and very different from 
tiie pofiages of the pyramid ; which provs it has beeh 
forcibly effe^ed. What muft have been the labour tx> 
penetrate a mafs fo enormous, and in ft fituation fi> 
confined, for more than forty feet ! 

trary. 
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* trai7» leaves a void of five or fix fingcfs, at 
f its top J which ought to be that much longer 
' than its bottom. See letter F. 

^ Having broken and cxtradled the three 

* ftones at O, by which they came to the 
^ fecond paflage^ it was necefTary to clear all 

* the other ftoncs away ; not only thofc which 

* corrfiffponded to this opening, but thofe, 
^ alfo, which were continued to an unknown 
' extent. This was a difficult and tedious 

* work, firtce only one pcrfon could be em- 
^ ployed, in a fpacc three feet three inches 
^ fquare. It might be fufpedted, likewife, 

* that, befides the numerous ftones they fliould 
' find in this paiTag^, they might come to an 

* opener place, where there might be a long 
^ continuation of ftones, again ready to Aide 

* down, and ftop up the paflage to the 

* center of the pyramid. To avoid which, 

* in part, inftead of breaking the ftones 

* one after the other, at G, where the 
^ paiG&ge bad been attempted, and begun, 

* they reiblvcd to fuftain the ftones in the 

* pafl&ge, and, by a prop, or fome other 

* means, to fupport the ftonc above that they 

* intended to break. Accordingly they began ; 

* and, attacking and breaking this fucceftion of 

Vot. L P ' ' ftoncs. 
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* ftones, each fuftained by props. of propor- 

* tionate length, they continued the work, 

* from ftone to ftone, without widening the 
« extent of the pafTage, till they Came to the 

* end of it, and to an upper fpace, of which I 
/ fhall prefently fpeak. 

* It is proper to obferve that, for the whole 

* extent of this paflage, great efforts were 

* neceflary, to break the ftones by which it 
^ was filled ; the ftrokes of the mallets they 

* employed, and thofe ftruck on thechiflels; 

* ufed to accomplifh the work, have fo much 
1 injured the fides of the paflage that, fquare 

* as it was, they have almoft made it round : a 

* certain proof they worked from top to bot- 

* torn, and, confequently, propped the ftones 

* in their places to break them ; for, had this 
^ work been performed at the opening made 

* at G, that part, only, of the pafiTage would 
^ have been disfigured, and the remainder, 
' eighty feet in length, (fee letter H) from 

.* which the ftones would have only flipped 

* down to the vacant place, would have re- 
^ mained perfedt j as in the other places', 

* where the fides are entire, quite to the 
. * chamber. 

' Having arrived quite at the end of this 

^ pafTage, 
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* paffage, they found its upper part open, 

* and that it had loft a foot in depth ; firice it 
' was only two feet and a half deep. This 

* part however widened, on each fide, a foot 

* and a half ; making three feet, and in- 

* creafing the width to fix feet and a half; 

* thereby forming, on each fide of the paffage, 

* two elevations, or benches, of two feet 

* and a half high, and one foot and a half 

* wide. The paflfage continued, in the fame 

* diredion, for the fpace of a hundred and 

* twenty-five feet, according to the meafure- 
' ipent I caufed to be made ; others fay 4 
/ hundred and forty. At the end of thefe 

' benches, and this pafTage, was an ^fplanade, 

* or platform, eight or nine feet in depth, 

* and fix and a half wide ; like the fpace 

* above the benches. This is indicated by 

* the letter R, in the figure, No. 2, on a 

* larger fcale, which is given of this part of 
/the pyramid. At intervals of two feet and 

* a half, they have cut, perpendicularly, in 

* the benches, fropn bottom to top, next the 

* wall, niches (or mortifes) a foot long, fix 

* inches wide, and eight deep. I {hall ex- 

* plain their ufe hereafter. Thefe benches 
^ and niches, which accompany the paffage P, 

? z are 
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* arc flicwn at the letters Q^C^ The fidci 

* of the gallery rife above the benches, twen^ 

* ty-five feet high : for the height of twelve 
« feet, the wall is perfedly equal ; it is theii 
'■* narrowed by a ftone, which projeds three 

* fingers ; and, three feet above that, by 
^ another ; at the fame diflance by a third ; 

* and three feet higher, again, by a fourth j 
' all equally projcding. It is only four fee* 
< from this to the roof; which is flat^ and 
^ nearly the fame width as the paffage at the 

* bottom of the gallery ; that is to fay, about 

* three feet three inches. This elevation was- 

* neceflary to the archited, to place the ftones, 

* which were to clofe the paffages. What I 

* have laid of the narrowing of the gallery, 
^ at ftated diftances, is indicated by the letters 

* S S. Leaving the paflage H, at firft entering 

* the gallery, an opening is found, on the 

* right, in the wall : it occupies a part of the 
^ bench, is almoil round, and cut in the form 

* of a fmall door, of about three feet high, 

* and two and a half wide. From this aper- 

* ture is a defcent into a well ; of which, and 

* its ufe, I fhall fpeak prefently. See I. 

* Having once come to the gallery, it was 
^ not difficult to break the ftones which filled 

the 
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* the paffage P ; becaufe, they were not only 
^ above the benches, but, the greater width of 

* the gallery left the workmen free to ufe 

* beetles, and llrike, with eafe, on the 

* iron wedges, which they employed to 
' remove and break thefe ftones. Or they 

* might begin with the laft, which was eafier 
^ to break than the others, becaufe they might 

* fland upright in the paffage, and accomplifli 
^ their purpofe with greater eafe. Having 
^ done this, and removed the broken ftones, by 

* examining the bottom of the groove, they 

* would perceive that the firft ftones, with 

* which this bottom was covered, to the ex- 

* tent of fourteen or fifteen feet (fee L) did not 
^ crofs the benches ; and would then eafily 

* remove them, one after the other. This place 

* cleared, they would find a platform, ten 
^ feet in length, and equal in height, at the 

* end of which was a continuation of the 

* paffage, which formed a triangle of fourteea 
^ or fifteen feet extent, at the entrance of 

* the gallery. On a level with this platform, 

* and to the left of the paffage which led to 

* the gallery, they would fee a continuation 

* of the paftage three feet three inches fquare. 
^ This new paflagc was covered by the ftones 

P 3 'they 



ar+ LETTERS 

* had juft removed ; and, they would cafily 

* divine, it, neceflarily, led to fome fecret. 

* part of the pyramid, and would refolve to 

* fatisfy their doubts. This paflage (fee 

* letter N) might eafily be emptied of the 

* ftones by which it was flopped up ; they 

* having room to work, and to remove them, 

* in a ftraight line. They were broken in 

* the open fpace, at the entrance of this 

* paflage, which they found was a hundred 

* and eighteen feet in length, and at the end 

* of which was a vaulted chamber. 

^ This chamber (fee letter O) is feventeen 
« feet and a half long, fifteen feet ten inches 

* wide, and has a femi-eircular ceiling. On 

* the eaftern fide, there is a niche, funk three 

* feet in the wall, eight feet high, and three 

* wide ; which, no doubt, was for a mum- 

* my, placed fl:anding, according to the cuf- 

* tom of the Egyptians. Probably, it was 

* the body of the Queen, whofe hufband 

* built the pyramid ; nor have I any doubt 

* but that his body was depofited in the 
^ chamber above, perpendicular to this, but 

* about a hundred feet higher, (See letters 

* O and D D.) On entering the chamber O, 

* the laft jftoae, on the right, hand, was 

* bevelled^ 
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^ bevelled, that is, Hoping at one end, which 

* projeftcd about three fingers ; this had 

* been purpofely done, to prevent the ftone,* 

* which was to clofe the paffage N, from enter- 

* ing this chamber : and, we have reafon to 

* believe, this clofing ftone had a correfpond- 
' ing bevel, that it might fit exadlly and 
*join the wall of the chamber, which an- 

* fwered to this entrance. I cannot leave 

* this place without remarking a difcovery 

* I made, in the upper part of the paffage. (ij 

* To others, more able, I will leave the 
^ decifion of what might have caufed thifi 

* accident : for my own part, I either think it 

* the effedt of an earthquake or of the finking 
^ of this enormous body, which may be more 

* heavy on one fide than another, or have a 

* lefs folid foundation. I certainly faw no 

* fimilar defedt, in any other part of the 

* pyramid, though I examined it with the 
^ mofl: fcrupulous exaftitude 5 particularly 

fb) A long and remarkable crack, at leaft fix lines 
wide, and ftrikes at firft fight. It is on the fide facing 
the Nile J and, perh.ips, the part of the mountain, the 
foot of which is watered by the rive^, which filtres 
through the fands, has given way a little, under the 
weight pf this vaft pyramid. 

P 4 ' every 
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* every part of the gallery, with a careful 
< curioiity i and, as it was impofllbl^ to intro** 

* ducc a pole, through the winding entrance^ 
^ which it i$ necedTary to go through, to 
^ come to the parage, I had feveral fticks tied 

* together, at the end of which lighted torches 

* were fixed ; thcfe I raifed as near to tho 
^ ceiling as poffible^ and to the wall| without 
f difcovering any defe<ft. I only obierved that 
^ the^des wereinjuredjt in ibmc places, and 
^ that, on the right, a part of th? wall had 
^ been carried away, above the narrowing of 
^ the gallery j which accident, no doubt, was 
^ occafioned by the fall of fome ftone, in the 
^ clofing pf the pyramid, the manner of which 
^ I ftiall hereafter dcfcribp, that, having 

* efcaped froni the workpien, fell from the 

* top of the fcafFolding^ and broke the part 
^ where it alighted. 

^ I muft further fay that, it is probable^ 
^ they were perfuaded there was fome hidden 
^ treafure, under this firft chamber. This will 

* be feen by a forced entrance, that has beetx 
^ made, through which, crofling' fpveral un- 
^ equal ftones, there is a way into the body 
^ of the pyramid, twenty or five and twenty 
' papes deep^ The ftones, broken, and re- 

? mpved 
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moved from that placci atprefent, almod 
fill this chamber. The fame attempts hav« 
been made in the chamber above ; though, 
probably, in both places, the only recom-^ 
pence, for the infinite pains they had taken, 
in ipoiling works fo beautiful, was the vex*^ 
ation of having fpent qauch time and trou« 
ble to no purpofe, 

• The fecret of this firft chamber difco- 
vered, nothing remained but to penetrate 
to that which enclofed the body of the king* 
They bad no doubt but they fhould find it 
on a level with the efplanade, which, as I 
have faid, was at the high end of the gallery ; 
and they imagined, with reafon, it ought to 
be f]ituated e^adly over the firfl:* In fa£t, 
at the <snd of this efplanade, which, in fig^ 
2, is denoted by the letter Jl> they found 
a continuation of the three feet three inch 
paflTage, perfectly clofed j fee letter T. This 
they began to clear ; and it is probable the 
clofing flone was fo firmly fixed that the 
labour of renioving it was great. This may 
be feen, by a piece of the upper ftonc 
having been broken, to obtain a purchafe, 
no doubt^ ou thp onp beneath, that flopped 

! up 
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* up the paflage. After many efforts, they 

* removed it ; and, alfo, effected the removal 

* of a fccond, and came to a fpace feven feet 

* and a half long. They wifhed to proceed 

* to the end of this paffage ; but, after thefe 

* two ftones, they found a third, which could 

* not be drawn out, becaufe it was wider, and 
' higher, than the aperture. This was the 

* laft refuge of the archite<ft, to deceive who- 

* ever might penetrate thus far, and prevent 

* continuing the fearch for the myfterious 

* chamber, in which, twelve paces diftant, the 

* body of the king repofed, and his treafures 

* with him, provided any had been fo depo- 

* fited. This difficulty did not, however, 

* miflead the workmen, nor difcourage thofe 

* who had undertaken the fearch of the pyra- 

* mid. The ftone was attacked with mallet 

* and chiffel, and, after much time and labour, 

* broken ; for it was fix feet long, four wide, 
^ and, perhaps, from five to fix high : becaufe 

* here we find a fpace of fifteen feet high, 

* which, after rifing eight feet, enlarges four, 

* or thereabouts, toward the gallery. This 
^ extenfion is denoted in the plate, fig. 2, by 

* th? &. It correfponded with an aperture 
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* in the paffage, a foot and half wide, which 

* was two feet before the great ftone, and the 

* purpofe of which I ftiall defcribe prefently. 

* At the top of this fpace, there was a hol- 

* low, a foot deep, and nearly the fame in 

* height, in the wall that every way clofed the 

* pafTage, fee A A 5 which had been purpofely 

* made to fuftain powerful levers, or crofs 

* beams, over which ftrong ropes were thrown, 

* that held the great ftone, by means of iron 

* rings, and fufpended it in the fpace Z, 

* which it filled, till fuch time as they fufFered 

* it to fall, over the paflage B B ; that is to 

* fay, till the body of the king had been 
^ depofited in the chamber. The aperture, 

* of a foot and half, made in the paflage, fee 

* V, and which was two feet before the 

* fpace the great ftone occupied, had been left 

* for the workmen to retire, after the defcent 
^ of this enormous ftone. This aperture was 

* afterward clofed, by a ftone of the exadt 
^ fize, and only two feet thick, which was 

* brought under that aperture, and to which 

* they had fixed two rings, toward its upper 

* end, to which two rings two chains were 
^ faftened, which correfponded, above, with 

* another heavier ftone, hanging over the aper- 

* ture 
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^ ture Z, which the great ilone had occupied^ 
^ and which had been left void, when it was 
' fufFered to fall, over the paflage. The ropes 

* that ibftained this enormous ftone, were fup- 
' ported by the poft (or pillar) Y. There was 

* a countcrpoifing weight, however, on the 
*Jower flone, till the worknaen fhould retire, 
' through the cavity of a foot and half, I 

* have mentioned, and which was between 
^ this ftone and the upper aperture. Havii^ 

* got out, through this cavity, the counter- 
' poife was removed, and the ftone fell into 

* its place, in which it was held by another 
^ ftone, that had been toothed, three fingers 
^ wide ; which toothing was purpofely done, 

* and was three fingers thick, and fix or feven 

* wide i as may be feen, at prcfent;. about a 
^ man's height, when, entering the pyramid, 

* and leaving the three feet three inch paf- 

* fage, one rifes upright, in the fpace V. The 

* toothing (fee letter X) of thefe ftones was 

* the laft fecret, eniiployed to preferve the 
^ chamber from violation, and merits atten* 

* tion. Along the fide walls of the fpace where 

* the large ftone, fix feet long and four wide, 

* was enclofed, round flutings may be feen, 
^ three fingers deep, and defcribcd by lliort 

• parallel 
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* parallel lines in the plate (fig, 2.) which had 
^ been cut that the ftone might more eafily, 

* and more exadtly fall into its proper place. 

* They were alfo meant to render it ftronger, 
^ and more folid, in cafe of being attacked. 

* Thefe precautions will prove the extreme 

* care employed to preferve the corpfe of the 

* King from violation; fuppofing men ihould 

* be found impious and daring enough for 

* fuch an enterprize. If, after the ftone, a 

* foot and a half wide, and three feet fix 

* inches long, which was the meafurement of 

* the aperture V, cut in the paflage, was put 

* in its place, and adjufted, the leaft opening 

* remained, this was filled up with cement. 

* We may alfo fuppofe the ftone, itfelf, had a 
*. coating of cement, before it was raifed into 

* the fpace it was to fill, which would ren- 

* der its afcent flower by counter-adlion ; the 

* handle of the mallet would eafily clear away 

* the fuperfluous cement, and let it into its 

* place. This ftone no longer fubfifts, nor 

* yet the great one, which was obliged to 

* be broken, to remove it out of its place. 

* No one, however, who with the fmalleft 

* attention, examines the manner in which 
^ the deicribcd fpaces are difpofed, and which 

• are 
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« arc only fix feet before the entrance of the* 

* chamber, where the corpfe of the King was 

* placed^ but will reft perfuaded thefe things 

* have been thus managed ; or who will not 

* admire the art, and ability, of the architedt, 

* who had but the fmall fpace of nine feet 

* to perform all this in« To make the un* 

* derftanding of this eafier, the figures of 

* thefe (2 and 3) have been given on a larger 

* fcale ; the eye, in fuch cafes, being a bet- 

* ter interpreter than the pen. 

* Having cut away, bit by bit, the great 
' ftone, from the grooved fpace, where it had 

* defcended, they came to the laft, which 

* ended at the chamber, and filled up the 

* fpace B B. This was not difficult to re- 

* move ; it gave very little trouble. They 

* then might freely enter the myfterioui 
' chamber, fo well defended, D D. ^ The roof 

* of this is flat, and compofed of nine ftones: 
' the ftvcii middle ones are four feet wide, 

* and above fixteen long ; fince they reft, on 
^ each fide, on the two walls, to the eaft and 

* weft, and which are fixteen feet from each 

* other. The two remaining ftones feem on- 

* ly to be two feet . wide, each, for what 

* there is noforc of them is concealed, by the 

* two 
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* two Other walls over which they are laid. 

* What was. found in this chamber I leave to 

* the imagination : hiftory only undertakes 

* to record anions either laudable or fuch as 

* ought to be avoided, and not to perpetuate 
^ the memory of outrages which attack na- 

* ture, becaufe they are, in themfelves, fuffi- 

* ciently deteftable. Thus, burying in obli- 

* vion the name of the facrilegious invader 

* of this maufoleum, it. means to leave us ig- 
^ norant of the fecrets it enclofed. All we 
^ know is that this chamber, now, whatever 

* it might have done, contains nothing but 

* a cafe (or tomb) of granite, feven or eight 

* feet long, four wide, and as many high. 

* (c) It was here fixed when the place 

* was clofed at the top ; and the reafon it 

* ftill fubfifts, is, it could not be taken away 

* without breaking, and when broken would 

* have been of no fervice. It had a lid, as 

* may be feen by the manner of its rims % 

(c) It feems to me this farcophagus was of yellow 
marble, like that of the firft ftone, found at the en* . 
trance of the firft paflage. A naturalift who fhould 
examine thefe different marbles, and thofe got from 
Mount Colzoum, fome leagues from where the mo- 
naftery of St. Anthony is built, would give to truth the 
moft poiitive of proofs* 
L 'but 
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« but it was broken when taken off, and n6 
^ remains of it are to be found. Here, no 
^ doubt, the body of the King was depoiited; 

• encloied in two or three cafes (or coflins) 

• of precious wood, according to the cuftom 

• of the great. Moft probably, alfo, this 

• chamber contained many other coffins, be- 

• fide that of the monarch : thofe, efpecial* 

• ly, who were here entombed with him, as 

• it were, to keep him company. In faft, 

• when the body of the King, by whom 
^ this pyramid was built, was laid in this 

• fuperb maufoleum, living people were here 
^ introduced, at the fame time, never to come 

• out, but to be buried alive with the prince : 
^ which thing I cannot doubt, after the con- 
^ vidtion I have had of its truth : my opi- 

• nion is founded on what follows. Exadly 

• in the middle of the chamber, which is 

• thirty-two feet in length, nineteen high, and 

• fixteen wide, are two holes, oppofite each 
^ other, three feet and a half above the floor. 

• The one, turned toward the north, is a foot 
^ wide, eight inches high, and runs, in a 
^ right line, to the outfide of the pyramid : 

• this hole is now flopped up by flones, five 

• or fix feet from its mouth. The other, cut 

toward 
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^ toward the eaft, the fame diftance from 

* the floor, is perfedly round, and wide 
•enoughs to put in the two fifts; it en- 

* larges, at firft, to a foot diameter, and 

* lofes itfelf, defcending toward the bottom 

* of the pyramid. Thefe two holes are at 

* C C ; and I think, and hope, that fenfible 

* people will fuppofe with me, thefe holes 

* were both made for the'ufe of the perfons 

* who were here (hut up with the body of the 

* king. Through the firft, they were to re- 

* ceive air, food, and other neceflaries ; and 

* they had, no doubt, provided a long cafe, for 

* this purpofe, proportioned to the fize of 

* the hole ; with a cord, by which the 
' perfons in the pyramid might draw it to 

* thetn^ and another without, by which 

* it might be again drawn back. Thefe, 

* apparently, were the means which fup- 

* plied the neceffities of thofe who were 

* within the pyramid, fo long as any one 

* remained living. I fuppofe each of thefe 

* perfons to be provided with a coffin, to 
' contain his corpfe, and that they fucceflively 

* rendered this laft pioqs duty to each othec, 

* till only one remained, who could not have 
^ this afliftance, granted to the reft of his com-^ 

Vol.1. QL *pamons^ 
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* panions. The other hole fcnrcd for thfc 
« voidance of excrements, which fell into 

* a deep place, made for that purpofc. I 
^ meant to have fearched the outiide of the 

* pyramid, for the place that (hould corrcf- - 
« pond with the oblong hole, and toward 

* which two punduatcd lines are drawn, on 

* the plate which reprefents the infidc of 

* the building.* Here it is poffible I might 
' have found new proofs of what I have 

* advanced : this fearch, however, might 

* not only have given umbrage to the pow- 

* ers of government, who would not have 
•failed to have fuppofed fome treafurc was 

* attempted to be difcovered, but I thought 

* the hole might terminate in fome hollow 

* of the outfide, and apprehended I might 

* £nd it totally flopped up, either by the 

* body of the pyramid, or by the coating 

* ftone. Others, from what I have related, 

* may fearch the part to which this aper-* 

* ture fhould correfpond, and thus gaia 
'complete proof of its deftined ufe; though^ 

^ '♦ There are no fuch lines on the plate : they have 
^en omitted, through fome miftake, and we have not 
thought ourfelves authorized in fupplying what can 
.ofily be accurately imagined by iuying been (een. T« 

^ ^ ' to 
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* to me, this is not doubtful^ hot does it 
^ icem pofliblc to imagine any other* 

• Having explained, as clearly as the fub- 
*jc<ft would permit me, by what means, 

* and efforts, the pyramid was forced, and 

* opened^ I have now to remove a doubt, 

* which the reading of what I have faid may 
'have raifed. It may be aflced. Where 

* were all the ftones, neceflarily employed 

* in clofing the pafTages I have defcribed, 

* ftored up ? And in what manner were 

* thefe palTages clofed, by Workmen who 

* were to get from within ? Thi3 expla- 

* nation will not be lefs curious, or merit 

* lefs admiration, than the former. 

. • I have already obferved that, along the 

* benches of the pafTage P, which was at 
' the bottom of the gallery, niches, or mor- 

* tifes# had been perpendicularly cut, a foot 

* long, fix inches wide, and eight deep : 

* fee Q^C^ Thefe mortifes, perfedly cor- 

* refponding with* each other, through the 

* whole length of the benches, were each 
f two feet and a. half diflant, and had 
^ been made, when building the gallery, 
^ that each might contain a piece of wood, 
f a foot fquare, and three or four feet long, 

Qji * from 
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* from which fix inches had been cut at tht 

* bottom, for the fpace of eight iinger9» 

* agreeing with the mortifes, into which 

* they were to fit. They were to raijfe a 

* fcafFold on, deftined to fuftain the ftones, 
« wanted to fill all the paflages, which 
' were to be clofed, within the pyramid, 
« as well as the pafl!agc P at the bottom 
' of the gallery.* Thefe pofts were cut in 
^ like manner at their upper end, and long 

* pieces of wood, with mortifcs, fimilar to 

* thofe of the benches, refted on thefe up* 

* rights, and formed, from one fide of the 

* gallery to the other, a fafe ftay, from 
^ bottom to top, on which to nail boards^ 

* fix feet and a half long, fix inches thick, 

* The letter of indication, in the French, is F ; but 
the letter F, in the plate, is at the mouth of the 
fecond paffage, very diftant from the gallery : this 
muft, therefore, have been a miftake. It may not be 
improper to add, here, that the text in this paf* 
fage indicates, by fingers M, Maillet meant inches^ 
and that, with a few exceptions, a more literal, con- 
fequently lefs elegant, tranflation of this than of any 
other letter in the work was requifite : not even ex- 
cepting the meafurements, and technical phrafes, tie*- 
ceiTary in defcribing the antiquities of Alexandria an'd 
Taebes. T. 

^ and 
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* and well planed, whereon a firft row of 

* flones was laid. The benches, as I have 

* faid, rofc two feet and a half above the 

* bottom of the gallery. I fuppofe the fcaf- 

* fold was placed at the height of three feet 

* sibove the benches, therefore, from the 

* bottom of the gallery to the fcafFold was 

* an elevation of five feet and a half, which 

* was fufficient for the workmen to ftand 

* upright. I likewife obferved that from 

* the bottom of the paffage to the ceiling of 
^ the gallery was twenty-feven feet and a 

* half, and from the bottom of the paflagc 

* to the fcafFold we may allow fix, the re- 

* mainder from the fcaiFold will then be 

* twenty-one and a half, in which fpace 

* four rows of ftones might be laid, of three 

* feet and a half high, the fize neceflary to, 

* fill the pafl!ages, and there would ftill re- 

* main a fpace of feven feet and a half above 

* the ftones ; but I will fuppofe that, be- 

* tween each row of ftones, boards, three 

* inches thick, were placed in order that 
*.they might be more eafily removed, by 

* Aiding them along thefe boards. Three 

* rows of ftones were fufficient to fill all 

* the apertures which are, at prefcat, emp- 

0^3 ' tied* 
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« tied. It may be that there are other paf* 
« fages, not opened, in the body of tha 
^ pyramid, fince the gallery would eafily 
^ contain four rows of thefe flones, and even 

* five, if needful. This may be proved by 
^ the calculation I have given, and it is not 

* probable they would raife the gallery, more 
< than was neceflary, to the weakening the 

* whole body of the building. 

* But let us content ourfclves with the dif- 

* covered paffages which have been forced and 

* opened. Let us confider the quantity of 

* ftones with which they certainly were filled; 

* and which have been broken, except three 

* feet and a half, or four feet, of thefe feme 
^ ftones,which remain at F, and which ftill clofe 
^ the en trance of the paflage H, which commu- 

* nicates with the firft. I call this firft (fee B) 

* the exterior paffage, bccaufe k was clofcd 

* from without, while the others were filled 

* up within the pyramid itfelf, from the ftones 

* placed along the gallery ; and I allow thred 

* rows of ftones for the filling all thefe paf- 

* fages, the juftnefs of which may be found 
^ by calculation. 

* Thirteen feet and a half of ftone w*s 
f i^eceffvy tp fill the palTa^ whiph led tor 

^thQ 
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^, the royal chamber^ and which was on a 

* level with the cfplanade, at the upper extre^ 
*; mity of the gallery. A ftone of fix feet 
^; was let down from the fcaffold at R, and 
f pufhed up the paflage to the entrance of the 
*: chaipber at B, (fig. 2.) where it was flopped by 
Vthe flooring of the chamber, which was two 

* finger's higher than that of the paflfage. 
•They afterwards let the ftone of fix feet fall 
' over this paflage, which I before fpoke of 
•, as fuipended in the fpace Z. Then, the 

* workmen having retired through the aper-* 

* ture V, and this apefture clofed^ two other 

* ftones, of fcven feet and a half, were let 

* down from the fcaflfold, and perfedly filled 

* up the paflfage, which was nineteen feet longw 

* We may fuppofe that, to facilitate their 

* work, they had fixed to the wall at the end 
^ of the gallery, next the efplanade, and oppo- 
^ fite to the ftones ranged on the fcaffold; a 

* thick iron crook, with a ftrong pulley, by 
^ which workmen on the platform might 
^ raife the ftones one after another from the 

* fcaffold, and let them down upon the plat- 
^ form ; that afterwards the workmen made a 

* fquare hole on the fide of the ftone next 
^ themfi^lvfs, three or four finger's deep, and 

0^4 wider 
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* wider at bottom than at top, into which 

* they inferted two pieces of iron, thickcft at 

* the bottom, with two rings, and wedged 

* in with iron. Thcfe precautions would 

* give them a certain purchafc to raife the 

* ftones over the (fcafFold with the rope that 

* paffed through the rings to fufpend them 

* by means of the pulley, and afterwards 

* gently let them down on the efplanadc or 

* platform, whence they might be removed, 
« without much trouble, to their place of 

* dcftination, 

* Having filled the firft paflage, they muft 

* next clofe up that of letter N, the extent 
' of which was a hundred and eighteen feet, 

* leading, as I have faid, into the chamber O, 

* where the corpfe of the queen had pro- 

* bably been depofited. This was not a dif- 

* ficult work. They next colledted as many 

* ftones as were neceffary to cover the entrance 

* of this paflage to fill up the groove L, and 

* the triangular platform of ten feet LJVf, 

* which was before noticed, at the entrance of 

* the gallery. A hundred feet more of thefe- 
^ ftones were wanting to fill up the pajSagc 

* H, through which the pyramid was forced, 
' and which, ^for thefpace of eighty feet ii^ 

* length. 
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^ length, is totally disfigured. A hundred 
^ and twenty-four feet of ftonc more was 

* wanting for the paflage P beneath the'gal- 

* Icry, and between the banks and over which 

* the fcaffolding was raifed. It then was 

* perfectly clofed, except that the laft ftonc 
' found fome impediment from an eleva- 

* tion of four or five fingers, which, as I 
^ have already remarked, is at the end of this 

* paflage, and which has not been omitted 

* in the plate. 

' What I have faid, concerning thefe paf- 

* ftges, their filling up, and the intention of 

* the gallery, . may appear new and bold' 
^ enough to occafion fome critic to treat it 
^ as chimerical, or at leaft conjectural; nor 

* do I require implicit faith; but the honour 

* of having imagined a very probable fyftem 
^ cannot be denied me, capable of explaining, 

* at a glance, wonders which have hitherto 

* been unknown. I will go farther, and dare 

* affirm, whoever will pay attention to my 

* obfervations, their connexion and confe- 

* quences, will find it impoffible to deny that 

* my conjedtures, if fo the critic fhall pleafe 
« to call them, are fo well founded that they 

* muft be thought truths. For my own part, 

« after 
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* after all the refearches, all the rdlediions I 

* have made on the natural ftru<^ure of the 
^ pyramid^ I boldly declare it is impofiible 
^ thefe things could be otherwife than as I 
^ have defcribed them. I fee immediately that» 
' the pyramid fini(hed, that is to fay> thegrdove» 

* made^ and the gallery roofed> no ftone 
' could have been brought into this gallery 
^ large enough to clofe the paiTages from 
^within to without i and that the fole care of 

* the architect was to prevent thofe from be- 

* ing extradied which he had brought hither 

* to (hut it up in, what he fuppofed, an invi- 

* fible manner. I perceive his defign in 
« making the long groove L at the bottom of 

* the gallery, and that it could only have been 

* cut for bringing the ftones which were 
^ afterwards to fill up the inner paflage, and 

* by the ftoppage I find at the upper end of 

* tiiis groove, judge that it muft itfelf have 
^ been alfo filled up with ftones, after the 

* paffage had been abfolutely flopped. I am 

* confirmed in the double ufe of this groove, 

* by its exquifite polifti ; its length, I pbferve, 
^ is proportionate to that of the inner paffage : 

* I fee this paffage is ftill in part ftoppedji 
^ that 19 to fay, at itt cttfranqe Fi I alfo fee 

^ the^ 
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f they have not penetrated into the pyramid 
^ through this true paflage, but, on the con-i- 
^ trary, have been obliged to make a falfe one, 
^ through which, again coming to the fides of 

* the paflage, they have more eafily attacked 
Mhe flones that filled it: I likewife find it 
^ injured through its vi^hole extent, which in- 

* forms me recourfe was obliged to be had to 
^ violence to open it 5 and further conclude, it 

* is thus injured, as far as where the gallery 
^ begins, begaufe the ftones it contained were 
^ broke* in this paflage ; and that, for the 

* fpace of a hundred and twenty-four feet, 
^ there were, in the groove, and behind thefe 
' ftonesj four hundred and fifteen feet of other 

* ftones, ready continually to fucceed thof* 

* which (hould have been removed from the 

* paflage, and tq fill the void they would have 

* left. I even fufpedt thofe who forced 

* the pyramid were acquainted with this fucr 
^ ceflion of ftones, fhut in by the groove ; had 

* they not^ they would have been fatisfied, no 

* doubt, with breaking the ftoijes which 

* filled the paflTage in the opening they had 
/ forced. This would have been the eafiefl 

* mode, and, if they took another, it was froni 
I (he Ip^wled^e the^ kui of the ilones which 

' were 
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• were ready to glide through the groove into 

• thepaflagc, as faft as it was emptied. 

• I have already hinted, that there may 

• be other paflages, which ftill remain clofed, 

• in the pyramid, and it is not, perhaps, with- 

• out reafon they have been fearched for; but, 

• unfortunately, their fearch was mifguided, 

• when diredlcd to the bottom of the two cham- 

• bers, Iftherefliould be another paflagebefidc 

• thofe already known, they ought, paft contra- 

• diftion, to feek it between the two chambers; 

• norcan its entrance beany where but toward 

• the middle of the groove ; I muft alfo 

• mention that the (hort projefting lines, at 

• letter M, denote certain holes, purpofely 

• made at the building of the pyramid. 

• Thefe holes were to ferve as fteps to thofe 

• who, from the paffage N, leading to the 

• firft chamber, wiflied to afcend the groove, 

• which, as I have faid, is interrupted, at 

• this part, or defccnd, the fame way, into 

• this paffage. I have faid that a man 

• might pafs from the bottom of the groove, 

• upright, on the fcaffold. No doubt, on 

• both fides of the gallery, and, from the 

• top to the bottom, under the fcaffold, there 

• were ropes, at different diftances, fixed to 

* beams, 
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* beams, in order that thofe who wifhed to 

* afcend or defccnd through the groove might 

* without flipping. They firft ferved the work- 

* men in conftrufliing the gallery, aud clofing 

* the paflages, and, afterwards, thofe who 

* vifited the chambers, thofe who tranfported 

* the corpfes of the king and queen, and, 

* finally, the perfons who afcended the royd 

* chamber, with the coffin of the king, 
^ there to remain and die. 

^ Thus, there is no doubt but that, by 
< means of flones placed on the fcafibld, all 

* thefe paflages, made within the pyramid, 
^ were filled. 

* Having finiflied their work, nothing 
^ remained but for the men, who were 

* within, to get out, unlefs we fuppofe they 

* began by breaking the fcafFold, and the 

* wood it was made of, and that they ufed 
' the fame means to get thefe materials out 
' of the pyramid, as they did to get out 

* thejmfelves. The aperture by which thcjr 

* effeded this was the well I have men- 

* tioned, which is on the fight hand, at 

* entering the gallery, and which occupies 

* a part of the bottom of the benching; 
^jifing two feet in the wall; it is oyal| 

'and 
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« and its fituation and defcent are indicated 
•kt L 

* This well defcends towards the bottdni 
^ of the pyramid by a line almofl pefpendi- 

* culzr, but a little inclining, ibmething in 

* the form of the Hebrew letter Lamed^ as 

* may be fecn in the plate. About fixty 
f feet from the mouthy is a fquare window^ 
f through which there is an entrance to a 

* fmall grotto, cut in the mountain, which is 

* not here of folid ftone> but a kind of gravel, 

* the particles of which ftrongly adhere. This 

* grotto extends from Eaft to Weft, and may 

* be above fifteen feet long, after which is 

* another groove, dug likewife in the rock, 

* very fteep, approaching the perpendicular* 

* It is two feet four inches wide, two feet and 

* a half high, and defcends through a fpaceof 

* a hundred and twenty-three feet, after 

* which nothing is found but fands and ftones^ 

* either purpofely thrown there, or fallen of 
^tfaemielves. lam convinced this paflage 
^ was only dcfigned as a retreat for workmen 
f who were at the building of the pyramid ; 
^ its declivity, winding route, fmallnefs, and 
r depth, are certain proofs the coming from 
f thfe #ell^ which ceuld not have been effed- 
L. ;. * • ed 
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^ ed till after many turnings, perhaps^ not tin 

* after having mounted back towards its 

* mouth» could only, I have no doubt, have 

* been through a palTage, over vvrbich was a 

* row of ftonesy which they had found the 

* art to flop, and which fell down into this 

* paffage, by the means df fome fpring fet in 

* motion by them, when all the workmen had 

* retired, and thus clofed it up for ever. Wc 
^ do not find this aperture has ever been at- 

* tempted ; whether it be that they were igno- 

* rant of it, or that its fmallnefs impeded the 
^ workmen. The pyramid has only beeft 

* attacked by the royal route, through which 

* the corpfe of the king muft have been 
'^ taken, and all the people, living or dead, 

* to be buried with him. By the fame route 
^ the attendant mourners mufl have en^tered 

* the pyramid, and. have come out, afteir 
^ having paid their lafl duties, to the mo- 
^narch, and depofited his corpie in the 
^ fepulchre himfelf had chofen. 

* Nor muft it be fuppofed that all thofc 
^ who worked at ,this vaft edifice were 

* acquainted with its interior flrudlure, nor 
'even that fuch knowledge was to be ob^ 

* tained by entering the pyramid after it was 

•finifhed. 
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* finiflied. This was a fecrct known only to 

* the architeds who had planned this proud 

* edifice, or at leaft, to a fmall number of 
^ felc6t perfons, who worked under their 

* direfliion, to form the psiflagcs I have juft 

* mentioned, in this my defcription of the 

* pyramid. It is, moreover, moft probable 

* thcfe workmen were not venal, or capable, 

* from any motive whatever, of betraying 
« fuch a fecret : they were, no doubt, perfons 
« chofen from thofe moft worthy, and moft 
^ attached to the monarch, among the various 

* workmen in his fervice, and on whole 

* zeal, probity, gratitude and religion, all 

* dependence might be placed. I can readily 

* believe, to enfure their faith, the prince 

* named them himfelf, before his death, and 
' appointed a commodious, peaceable, and 
'honourable retreat for them, in the tem« 

* pies, (dj enriched by the gifts of thefc 

* foyereigns, which could not fail to accom- 
^ pany thefe kind of buildings, and which. 



(d) We fee the ruins of ancient buildings, before the 
pyramids, which probably were temples where offerings 
' were made for the kings whofe bodies repofed in thefe 
fuperb maufoleums. 



as 
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*a8 I have before demonftriated, really did 
* accompany them/ 

Such is the opinion of Maillct concerning 
the infide of the grand pyramid, and, after 
twice examining it, with his book in my 
hand, I could not but admire thejuftnefs of 
his remarks. His means of clofing the paf- 
fages to me appear probable, and they have 
certainly been emptied as he has defcribcd. 

Some Arabian authors pretend, about the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, avarice 
excited the Caliph Mahmoud to violate this 
ancient monument, thinking to find trcafures 
here, but his hopes were deceived. Some 
idols of gold, befide the mummy of the king, 
were the fole reward of many years labour, 
and exceflive expetices. Othef oriental wri- 
ters attribute this enterprize to the famous 
Caliph Aaroun el Rafhid, who lived in the 
time of Charlemagne, to whom he fent a 
water-clock, the firft feen in France. This 
Caliph, who caufed fcience to flourifh, and 
had the beft Greek and Roman works tranf- 
latcd into Arabic, wifhing to know the 
interior of this aftonifliing edifice, had it 
opened. Be thefe opinions as they may, we 
cannot doubt but the opening of the pyramid 

Vol. I. R was 
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was efFeded under the government of the 
Arabs. 

It is alfo an inconteftible fadfc that it was 
a maufoleum for one of the Egyptian Pharaohs* 
The tombs fcattered over 'the plain, at the 
end of which it is built, the farcophagus of 
the great chamber, the niche of the chamber 
beneath, the teftimony of Herodotus, Strabo, 
and the Arabian hiiflorians, all prove its trutlu 
I know that M. Paw (e)^ who in his clofet 
fees better than travellers, teaches theoi this 
pyramid was thefepulchre of Ofiris ; but he 
is fingle in an opinion which contradidts fa£fcs, 
and hiftory. Rendering juftice to the know- 
ledge of this learned gentleman, I cannot 
avoid, in continuing thefe letters, to remove 
fome errors, eftablifhed by him, relative to 
the dietetic fyftem of the Egyptians, and the 
climate, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



(e) Rech. Phil, fur les EgyptUns &f hs Chinoisy page %0. 
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LETTER XIX. 

^be other pyramids, adjacent places, grotto 
of the Santon, the grand Sphinx, its Jigni*^ 
f cation^ and the return to Giza. 

To M. L. M^ 

Gi2a. 

XHAVE coUcfted the enquiries of the 
ancients and moderns concerning the grand 
pyramid, have added fuch obfervations as my 
own vifits have fupplied, and hope. Sir, thefb 
will, together, give you a fatisfadtory idea, 
and make the trouble of fearching numerous 
volumes, which, to read and refled on, 
would but augment your doubts fo long as 
you fliall not come and examine them your- 
felf with the moft fcrupulous attention, 
unnecefTary. After meditating over the 
defcriptions given of thefe ancient monu- 
ments, I own, I found it impoffible to form 
any fixed judgment, and remained in painful 
incertitude. The darknefs of fo many diffe- 
rent opinions concealed the truth, and the 
more I read, the lefs I knew i but, guided by 
refledioOf while at the foot of the pyramid, 
R 2 and. 
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and, afterwards, in its deep interior gloom^ 
on its high top, I have believed I difcovcred 
the truth I fought. May it have guided my 
pen> and given conviiSion to your mind^ for 
even in matters of fciencc, doubt is painful* 

Herodotus (f) informs us the expcqce.of 
building this pyramid, in vegetables^ only, 
to feed the workmen, was written in Egyp- 
tian charaders, on its marble. Their re- 
.moval of the coating has deftroyed- thcfe 
hieroglyphics, but did they remain as they 
do in a hundred other parts of Egypt they 
would afford no picflures of thought. They arc 
mute and infcnfible as the ftone on which they 
are engraved* And muft the language which 
would teach us the hiftory of ancient Egypt, 
and caft a ray of light over the darknefs that 
envelops the firft tges of the earth, be buried 
with the priefts by whom it was invented ! 

(f) Egyptian characters are cut on the marble of the 
pyramid, defcribing how much it coft to feed the woric- 
men, only in onions and other vegetables. The prieft 
who interpreted thefe hieroglyphics tome faid it amount- 
ed to 1600 talents. Herodotus Euterpe. 

The fum will appear chimerical to thofe who flball 

calculate in their clofets, but he is not aftonifhed at it 

who has fcen this mountain built of rocks. This paffagc 

•proves, too, thiat vegetables, in the moft diftant ages, 

-.were, as. at prefcnt, the chief food of the Egyptians; ' *" 

. . It 
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It is time we fhpuld continue our voyage. 
Sir.— Hsiving obfervcd all that could intc- 
reft, we proceeded to the fecond pyramid^ 
which feems as high as the firil. Strabo affirms 
it is {o, Diodorus Siculus; the fame; but adds 
that the baie of the fecond is lefs fgj, and at-« 
tributes its conftruftion to Cephren, brother 
and fucceifor to Chemmis^ who built the 
one I have already defcribed. The coating 
^ this pyramid is deftroyed in many places, 
but the frai^tures made by force, prove that 
men, rather than time, have efiedled this ha- 
yock. Sixty feet of the upper part is entire 
becauie, no doubt, it was the moft diffi'^ 
cult, to detach. Perhaps thofe who have at'* 
tempted to violate this ancient maqfoleum, 
repelkd by the length, difficulty, and expence 
of the work, contcnte4 themfelvcs with car* 
rying off the outfide nwjrble. . 
. Eafl: qf thefe tWQ pyramids^ is a third, 
which appears very fmall, comparatively, 
yet is about three hundred feet fquare (JbJ, 
and was 4>uiit by Micerinus^ who wifhing 
f o equal the fame of his father Chemmisi 

(g) Diodorus :Siculus» liib* x. fe£l. a. 
{bj Strabo, lib.jy. . 
•M. :,. •'• R 3 would 
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would coat it with marble from the Thebais 
fij^ which is beautiful, fpotted with black, 
of a fine grain, exceedingly hard, and capable 
of a pcrfc<a poIi(h. The prince died when 
the work was only half done. The finenefe 
of the marble has led the Arabs to break it 
•ff. Some flones dill remain, and fragments 
round the bafe. The name of Micerinus 
was infcribcd on the northern fide fkj^ but, 
like the hieroglyphics of the grand pyramid, 
has been removed with the coating. 

Many fables are related by hiftorians of 
this pyramid. Some fay it was built by a 
famous courtezan, from the gains fhe made 
by her lovers. Others that an eagle carrying 
off the fmall flipper of the beauteous Rho- 
dope, came to Naucratis, let it fall at Mem« 
phiB, and that the King, charmed by its 
beauteous form, wifhed to know whom it 
belonged to, became afterwards in love with 

(i) The quarries of this fine marble arc at the upper 
end of Egypt, in the mountain at the foot of which Sy**^ 
cnc was built. There are three forts, the firft a perfeft 
black, the fecond only fpotted, and the third mixed^ 
with red. The granite of the two firft was ufed in the 
building of tombs, the other for columns andobdifl($« 

(k) Diodorus Siculus, lib. i. k(k. 2. . 

Rhodope, 



O N E Y P f. 147 

Rhodope^ married htt, and that (he built the 
pyramid. 

The Arabs, who love the marvellous, 
have eagerly credited thefe childifh tales, and 
called the pyramid Heramelbcnt. The an- 
cient edifice of the maiden. Round here arc 
the ruins of three other pyramids (I), built, 
iays Diodorus, as maufoleums for the wives 
of the Kings who built the great ones. 

Oppofite the fecond, eaftward^ is the enor« 
mous (phinx, the whole body of which, as I 
have faid, is buried in the fand, the top of 
the back only to be fccn, which is above a 
hundred feet long, and is of a fingle ftone, 
making part of the rock on which the py« 
ramids reft. Its head rifes about feven a^d 
twenty feet above the fand. Mahomet has 
taught the Arabs to hold all images of men or 
animals in deteftatioo ; and they have disfi- 
gured the face with their arrows and lances. 
Pliny pretends fmj the body of Amafis was 
depofited within this fphinx. Many authors 
believe the well of the grand pyramid end- 

(t) Salah Eddin demolifhcd them, and built the walls 
of Grand Cairo, and the c;iIUe on mount Mokattam^ 
with the ftones. 

(^«;Plin.Hift.Mat 

R 4 ed 
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ed here, and that the prlefts came faere^ at 

certain times^ to deliver their oracles; but 
thcfe are mcer Conjediircs (n). 

M. Paw (b) faysj (hefe fpbinxes^ the body 
of which is half a virgin^ half a lion» are 
images of the Deity, whom they xeprcfent 
a,s a hermaphrodite i which opinion ieemft 
not to me more happy than that concerning 
the fepulchre of Ofiris, The Nile increaics, 
overflows^ and inundates Egypt, under the 
iigns Leo and Virgo ; and the iphinx was a 
hieroglyphic which told the people when this 
mod important event in die whole year ihouid 
happen, which is the reafon this figure is fb 
very often repeated : it ftands before all re* 
markable buildings, and meant to fay, *^ Inha- 
bitants, under fuch a fign, at fuch a time, 
the river (hall overflow your fields^ and make 
them fertile." While we were admiring the 
miracles of ancient Egypt, and M, Adanfon, 
firft royal interpreter at Alexandria^ was em*» 

(n) They bring the cavity on the top of the head of 
the fphinx, through which the priefts delivered their 
oracles, as a proof of this opinion j but this cavity, is 
only five feet deep, and neither communicates with the 
mouth, nor the body of the fphinx. 

(o) Rich. Phil, fur Us EgyptUns Uf lis Cbinois. 

ployed 
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ployed drawings we faw ten Arabs come 
galloping, with their lances, and approaching 
within piflol fhot^ either to attack or force 
iponey from us. We had muikets and pif** 
tols, and were very able to repel them ; but 
on the firft fire a whole tribe could have fal* 
len upon us. We, therefore bade our cheiks 
fpeak to, and tell, them we were their gueftst 
and they had taken us under their protedion. 
This difarmed them, at once, for they highly 
refpedt the rights of hofpitality. Alighting, 
they offered to accompany us wherever wo 
pleafed; but as they do not like to be trou«* 
bled for nothing, they politely aiked fome 
gratuity, which we beftowed. This Hight 
prefent having ratified peace, I heard theoi 
iay, in a half whifper, let us vifit the faint. 
Away they went, and I, following, paffed dbe 
fecond pyramid, and flopped with them at 
the door of a grotto cut in the rock, into 
which, pulling off their ihoes, they went. 
I was the only European who imitated 
them. The grottp was Ipacious, clean^ hand- 
fbmc, and very cool. At one end was a 
niche, fix feet high, before which an old 
curtain, with many holes, was drawn. The 
Arabs came ©car, with rcvercfcicej each 
, . kneeled 
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kneeled in turn^ and kiffed a foot which 
was held out under the curtain. My turn 
being come, I approached, and faid, O holy 
faint, (hew me thy face. My compliment 
was taken as an infult, and, judging by my 
pronunciation, I was not an Arab, he anfwered, 
furlily — Rouh anni ia kelb. Leave me dog. 
Hearing this, the Muffulmen looked furiouf* 
ly at me, and I, haftily, went away; happy 
that my imprudence had no worfe confer 
quences, and promiling never more to hold 
converfation with an Egyptian Santon. 

Thefe men are vagabonds who affed 
total indifference to the riches of this world, 
and, living on alms, are guilty of a thoufand 
extravagancies which makes them pafs for 
infpired. They go intirely naked through 
the cities, and, violating decency, blufli not, 
publickly, to commit aftions which the reft 
of mankind conceal in the darknefs of night, 
or the veil of myftery (p). I cannot defcribe 

(p) A friend from Tunis has written to me concerning 
a fccne of this nature, which paffed in the open city, 
between a Santon and a woman. The people refpeft- 
fully furrounded the momentary man and wife, and any 
European,, who ;ibould have ventured to joke at the 
fight,, would h^ve rir<iued:bf log ftonedr 

. the 
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the veneration In which the populace hold 
thefe fhanaelefs cynics; women efpccially,who, 
naturally timid and modeft^ forget, in their 
behalf, that referve aad pudency ought al- 
ways to accompany their fex, and that men^ 
who with effrontery gratify every appetite, 
do not merit fo much refpedt. 

Satisfied with feeing and wondering, we 
returned to Giza ; where we remained fome 
days examining the environs. We met, on 
our route, feveral Chacals, (or Jackalls) which 
ran, with great fpeed, towards the mountains. 
Thefe fawn coloured animals, the fize of a 
dog, have a dragging tail, and a pointed 
muzzle. They live on hunting, and the 
fifh of the lakes. The Arabs call them dib, 
and they are the wolves of Africa. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 



LET. 
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Grza, 4m ancient fuburb of Fojiat ; mi/lake of 
modern travellers, ^be charming vienn 
of the Nile. "The tfle of Raouda, Old Cairo, 
and the boats which incefantfy pafs Mp and 
down the rrver s 'mith particulars concerning 
tbe^aniifadiory and making if faUammoniac. 

To M. L. M. 

I Z A, as you have feen, Slr^ is a fmaU 
placc^ governed by a kiachef, and owes its 
origin to the governors of the -Caliphs, who 
chofe Foftat for their place of refidence The 
ancients, who have exadtly defcribed the envi* 
rons of- the jgrraxnids^ do not mdrftlon Giza, 
which was founded by the Arabs, as its name 
(hews, (q) Shaw was deceived in placing it on 

(q) Glza, in Arabic, fignifies angle or end 5 and this 
name was given it becaufe, when Mafr Foftat flourifhed, 
Giza, one of its fuburbs, was feparated from it only by the 
Nile. Macrizi, fpeaking of the dcfcent of Louis IX. 
and mentioning one end of Damietta, fays, The Giza 
of Damietta, 

the 
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the aftcienrfcite of Memphis j fcr> befide that 
there are ndither ruiffSf ndr antiquities here, 
the Grteks, Rornandi aftd cfpecially • the 
Arabs, 'ha\^ fopofitiwly marked the fituation 
erf" the ancient nietrbpblife^ Egypt that, read- 
ing them attentively, it is impoffible to be 
miftaken^ as I think I. (hall prove in my next 
ktter. 

Gixa is furrounded by imnienfe plains, 
profufely covered with vegetables, flax, and 
corn. Here they grew the carthamus, ifti- 
properly, by the people of Provence, called 
fafranon, the flower of which they buy and 
icnd to Marfeilles, to ufe in dying the cloths 
of Languedoc. The Egyptians, wanting 
wood, make fuel of the ftalk: the pod in- 
cludes a grain, from which they extract zeif- 
•Jbe/ou, foft oil, of an infipid tafte, but eaten 
by the comtaon people, though feWom uftd 
by the rich, but in the illuminations fa fre- 
iquent in Egypt. 

This fmall town has a mahufatftory of fal- 
4immoniac, into the laboratory of which I 
:leveral times went, and, notv^ithftartding the 
^horribly infedious fmoke, obfcrved the pro- 
cedure. Imagine arches with parallel apcr*^ 
4:«Pes>or flits, through which the hecks, two 
L^ ^A inches 
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inches long^ and equal in diameter^ of round 
glafs-bottlcs, are put, which, before they are 
thus ranged, are coated with clay. The 
interftices between each bottle are alfo Hop* 
ped with clay; the bottles are contained 
within the arch, and the necks are fupported 
by walls, the neck only being expofed to the 
a&ion of the open air ; thefe bottles are full 
of foot, fwept from the chimnies of the com- 
mon people, whofe conftant fuel is dung of 
animals, dried in the fun, and mixed with 
chopped draw. A fire is lifted underneath 
the mouths of the bottles, of the fame fub- 
fiances, and is kept burning three days and 
nights. The bottles are unflopped, and the 
exhaling vapour of the heated foot infenfibly 
attaches itfelf to the necks, where it con- 
denfes, cryflallizes, and forms a bright and 
folid body, about two inches thick. The 
procefs over, the bottle is broken, the aflies 
cleared, and the cake of fal-ammoniac, fuch 
as fent to Europe, obtained, firft taking from 
its underfide a black crud, which has not 
acquired the degree of perfedion neceflaryj 
but this cruft, being put into other bottles, 
yields, on a fecond procefs, the mofl efleemed 
and moft perfed fal*ammoniac. About two 

thoufand 
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thoufand quintals are annually fabricated in 
the different manufactories of the country ; it 
is an article of commerce between the Egyp- 
tians and Europeans, being ufed by pewterers, 
goldfmiths, founders, and chymifts. 

The French merchants of Grand Cairo 
have a country-houfe at Giza, and a fmall 
garden, with orange, lemon, and date-trees, 
fituated on the bank of the Nile. The beau- 
tiful ifland of Raouda, and its odoriferous 
bowers, the mekias, againft which the waves 
beat with violence. Old Cairo, and its fur- 
rounding gardens, with a multitude of boats 
which inceflantly crofs the river, arc fcea 
from its windows ; extenfive and verdant 
profpeds, variegated with houfes, mofques, 
or more diftant minarets, charm the eye, 
inducing the fpedlator to fit hours contem- 
plating thefe fmiling objects, while the frefh 
air, which follows the courfe of the Nile in 
currents, comes, reanimates the fenfes, and 
gives the foul that energy which is neceflary 
to tafte the beautiful and the fublime. To 
Giza therefore, fatigued by bufinefs, or fuffo- 
catcd by the heats of Grand Cairo, reverberated 
from the burning fands of Mokattam, the 
French come to repofe : at Giza they recover 

their 
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their health, znd, in pure and cooling airs^ 
breathe life in the aromatic exhalations t^ 
plants and flowers. 

I have the honour to be^ ice. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R XXL 

On the trw Jituatton of Memphis ^ confirmed by 
Herodotus^ Strabo^ Pliny^ and the Arabiaii 
authors ; modern travellers refuted. The city^ 
as it was in the time of Herodotus and Dio^ 
dorus Siculus ; its temples , palaces ^ and lakes 
defcribed. Rotation from Abulfeda^ proving 
its total deJlruSlion by Amrou \ ruins Jlill feen 
near the village Menf the poor remains of the 
ancient Memphis. 

. To M. L* M. 

Grand Cairo* 

X T Is time, Sir, to fpeak of Memphis, and 
examine the opinions of writers concerning 
this celebrated city, which are very oppofite ; 
fome pretending it flood where Giza now 
ftands> and others placing It five leagues far- 
ther fouth. Is It not aftonlfliing that the fclte 
of the ancient metropolis of Egypt, a city 
near feven leagues In circumference, frj 
containing mpgnificent temples and pa- 
laces which art laboured to render eternal, 

a 
(r) A hundred and fifty ftadia. Diodorus Siculus, 
lib. T. k&. 2. 

Vol. I. S fhould 
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ihould at prefent be a fubjedkof difpute among 
the learned? Thus, in their turn, are all 
the proud monuments of man buried in the 
dud. Hiflory, I hope, will teach us to find 
the remaining vefHges of Memphis, and dif- 
fipate that darknefs in which erudition has 
itielf endeavoured to hide them. 

** Queen Scmiramis built the caftlc of 
•* Grand Cairo (s)^ into which fhc put a 
** numerous garrifon of Babylonians to be 
** a check upon Memphis, which flood 
** facing it, weft of the Nile, and prevent 
** rebellion in the capital" (t). 

Shaw is of the fame opinion, and fays, 
the ancient Memphis, the remains of which 
are now buried and covered over, ftood op- 
pofite Cairo, on the bank of the Nile next 
Lybia, at the village of Giza (u). 

Pococke, an exa6t obferver, comes after- 
ward, and, infpedting the place, and read- 
ing the ancients, is of a contrary opinion 
(x). War is declared among the learned 

(s) I think I have removed this firft error in Let- 
ter VII. and proved it was built by Salah Eddin, 
(t) Father Sicard, Lettres Edifiantes, p. 471. 
(u) Shaw's Travels, vol. li. chap. 4. 
(x) Pococke's Travels, book i. chap. 5. 

of 
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bf England, and the authors of the Mo- 
dern Uhiverfal Hiftory have pronounced the 
following fentcnce. 

** The city of Mefr (the Memphis of the old 
** geographers) was fituated on the weftern, or 
** Lybian, bank of the Nile, and occupied 
^* the fpbt on which the village of Geeza at 
" prefent ftands* This we learn from Dr; 
** Shaw, .whofe geographical obfervations re^* 
'* lating to E^ypt and Arabia Petraea are more 
** Gutious> and fUperior in point of truth, at 
** leaft probability, learning, accuracy, and 
**judgmerit^ to thofe of any other modern 

** traveller In fine, his book will ftand 

** its ground when all the efforts of envy and 
** malice have been fpent; when fome of thofe 
** others, written in imitation bf it, or ^Vith a 
" defign to depreciate it, will be buried in 
** oblivion, or, at leaft, meet with that con- 
** tempt which they fo juftly deferve/' (y) 

Here, Sir, is a very dogmatic decifion 
ftgainft all travellers who fhall dare to con- 
tradicft Dr.. Shaw. If the authors of the 
Univerfal Hiftory thought they had no oc- 

(y) Mod, Univ; Hift. vol. i. pa^e 438, edit, 17S9. 

S a cafion 
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caiion to read the ancients, they ought, at 
leaft, to have looked over the Arabian 
geographers; they would not then fo em- 
phatically have fupported an evident error. 
Permit me to cite my authorities. 

^^ Memphis is iituated in the narrowieft 
*' part of Egypt, on the weftern border of 
*• the Nile, the Waters of which form a 
*• lake on the north and weft of the ci- 
" ty" (z). 

This is a vague defcription ; for, to de- 
termine the fituation of Memphis, it is ne- 
ceffary the lake ftill {hould fubfift, and that 
the valley of Egypt fhould be meafurcd to 
find its narroweft part. Strabo fa) has been 
more circumftantial. ^* From the caftle of 
*• Babylon fbj the pyramids near Memphis 
** are feen, on the other fide of the Nile.— 
*' Lakes, in part, furround the city ; the 
** buildings which were the palaces of the 
** kings are in ruins, and extend from the 
** mountain to the plain where the city is 
" built, as far as the borders of the lake, 

(%) Herodotus Euterpe. 

(a) Strabo, lib. 17. 

(h) I marked its fcitc in Letter VIII, 

^' ihaded 
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** fhaded by. a^ facrcd grove. Forty ftadia 
*' from Memphis is a rocky hill, where a 
** great number of pyramids are built.** 

That Strabo faw the pyramids from the 
caftle of Babylon is not wonderful, fincc 
they are feen from the fortrefs which over- 
looks Grand Cairo, and much farther. He 
adds, they were near Memphis, on a hill, 
diftant only forty ftadia, that is to fay five 
miles; which will not agree with Giza, 
that being three leagues from the neareft 
pyramids, and fix from thofe of Saccara. 
But I will not dwell on this;, bccaufe Pliny 
removes the difiiculty paft doubt (c). 

'* The three grand pyramids, feen by the 
** watermen from all parts, ftand on a bar- 
** ren and rocky hill, between Memphis 
'* and the Delta, one league from the Nile, 
** two from Memphis, and near the village 
" of Bufiris." 

This paffage irrevocably fixes the con- 
tefted fpot, and fully difplays truth : for 
he fays the pyramid ftood between Memphis 
and the Delta, and Giza, certainly, ftands be- 
tween the pyramids and the Delta; it, 

(c) Plin. Hift. Nat. lib. 36. cap, 12. 

S 3 • therefore^ 
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therefore, is impoflible Memphis could bo 
fituated at Giza. Or, which is the fame 
thing, Memphis, according to Pliny, was 
two leagues fouth of the pyramids, and 
Giza is three leagues north ; wherefore, it 
cannot have been built where Meniphis 
flood ; nor can Pliny be faid to be mif- 
taken, for his defcription is precife. Btifiris 
ftill fubfifts, now Boufir, not far from the 
pyramids, which are a league from the 
river. The fmall town Merif, the ancient 
Memphis, is about two leagues fouth of 
thefe monuments. The authors of the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory would have been cautious of 
implicitly believing, and blindly adopting, 
an erroneous opinion had they read this 
paffage; efpeciklly as it had been oppofcd 
by one of their own countrymen, f'dj who 
was judicious, and well informed ; they 
would not have fulminated an anathema 
againft all who doubted in Dr. Shaw, I, 
like them, render all homiage to his me- 
rits, his book abounds in valuable know- 
ledge ; but, as errors and truths are blended, 
I cannot avoid removing the firft, whenever 
opportunity offers. 

(d) Poqockc's Travels, 
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A king of Egypt, having turned the courfe 
of the Nile, (e) which difFufed itfelf over the 
lands of Lybia, and the Delta being formed 
from the mud (f) of its waters, canals were 
cut to drain Lower Egypt. The monarchs 
who, till then, had refided at Thebes, re- 
moved nearer the mouth of the river, to enjoy 
an air more temperate, and be more ready to 
defend the entrance of their empire. They 
founded the city of Memphis, and endea^ 
voured to render it equal to the ancient capi- 
tal, decorating it with many temples, (g) 
among which that of Vulcan drew the atten- 
tion of travellers : its grandeur, fumptuouf- 
nefs, and rich ornaments, each excited admi- 
ration. Another temple, befide the barren 

(t) See Letter I. 

(f) Though hiftory, which proves the Delta formecl 
from the fands and mire of the Nile, no longer 
fubfifted, and though we fhould rcjeil the opinions of 
Herodotus, Strabo, Diodorus, Pliny, &c. who affirm the 
faA, we could not but admit it ; having coniidered this 
fine part of Egypt. Throughout the Delta, no other 
fiones are found than thofe brought for the building of 
temples, and grand edifices ; nor is any thing to be 
obtained hut the black mud of the Nile, mixed with 
fand, by digging in any part whatever twenty feet deep. 

{^) Strabo, lib. 17, 

S 4 plain. 
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plain, was dedicated to Serapis, the prrncipal 
entrance to which was a vaft Sphynx avenue. 
Egypt has always been oppreffed with fands, 
which, accumulating here, had half buried 
fome of the fphynx, and others up to the neck, 
in the time of Strabo ; at prefent they have 
difappcared. To prevent this difafter, they 
built a long mound, Yi&^ on the South fide, 
which alfo ferved as a barrier againft the in- 
undations of the river, and the attacks of 
enemies. The palace of the kings, and a for-p 
trefs built on the mountain, defended it oa 
the Weft, the Nile on the Eaft, and to the 
North were lakes, beyond which was the 
plain of mummies, and the caufeway which 
led from Bufiris to the great pyramids. Thus 
fituated, Memphis commanded the valley of 
Egypt, and communicated by canals with the 
lakes Mceris, and Mareotis. Its citizens might 
traverfe the kingdom in boats, and it, there^ . 
fore, became the centre of wealth, commerce, 
and arts, where aftronomy and geometry, 
invented by the Egyptians, flouriihed. (i) 
Hither the Greeks came to obtain know- 
ledge, which, carrying into their ownxounW 

(h) Diodorus Siculus, lib. |» 
(i) Strat)p, Ifb, 17, 

try. 
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try, they brought to pcrfcdion. Thebes and 
her hundred gates lay forgotten, and on the 
hill near Memphis rofe thofe proud monu- 
ments, thofe fuperb maufoleums, which, alone, 
of the wonders of the world, have braved 
deftrudive time, and men ftill more deftruc- 
tive. The glory of Memphis endured for 
ages, till Cambyfes came, at the head of a 
formidable army, and laid Egypt defolate ; by 
this ferocious conqueror were her temples 
and famous edifices deftroyed. This was his 
endeavour, as it was to extingui(h the fciences, 
which a people, furrounded by waters and 
dcfcrts, had, in their fertile valley, firft invent- 
ed. With their privileges the priefts loft 
a part of the knowledge that was attached to 
them. Memphis, however, disfigured as it 
was, preferved fuch remains of magnificence, 
that it ftill was the firft city of the world, 
and ftruggled, for more than two centuries, 
to fhake off the odious yoke of the Perfians. 
Alexander, to whom fhe yielded, revenged 
her wrongs, and, abandoning himfelf to guilty 
phrenzy, renewed the horrors Cambyfes had 
committed, at Thebes and Memphis, on 
Perfepolis (k). Is there not juftice for empires 

(h) Quintus Curtius, 
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as for individuals ? Charmed with the beaa« 
ties of Egypt, the antiquities of which he 
vifitedy he founded a city there in his own 
name, feveral ages before the Chriftian agra,* 
which the Ptolemies, his fucceffors, em-^ 
bcUiflied, endeavouring to join the majeftic 
architedure of Egypt to the elegance of 
Greece. The Pharos rofe the admiration of 
the world ;' Alexandria became another Rome, 
and arts and fciences, beneath the eye of the 
fovereign, fprcad their brilliancy afar, Com« 
xnerce attradted wealth and abundance hither, 
and to the new capital Memphis daily faw its 
inhabitants remove. (I) Under Auguftus the 
latter was ftill a great city, populous, and full 
of foreigners, yet was but then the fecond in 
Egypt. Six hundred years after it was con- 
quered by the Arabs, after a long and bloody 
liege, who took it by alfault, and, according 
to Abulfeda, efFeded its deftrudion. I will 
cite the paflage from this learned hiftorian, 
becauie it proves the fcite Pliny gave Mem- 
phis, and deftroys the error of various' 
writers, (m) who pretend that the governors, 
under the emperors of Conftantinoplc, refided 

(I) Strabo, lib. 17. 

{r(i) Maillet— Father Sicard. 
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at Grand Cairo, when Amrou conquered 
Egypt. In my eighth letter I thought I 
had demonftrated this city did not then exift ; 
what follows is an additional proof: *' Menf 
** (n)y (that is to fay Memphis) is the ancient 
** Mafr (0) of Egypt, (landing on the wef- 
" tern fhore of the Nile. Amrou, fon of 
** El Aas, took it by affault, totally deftroyed 
" it, and, by order of Omar, fon of Kettab, 
** built the city of Foftat, on the oppofite 
** fhore. There are remarkable ruins at 
*' Menf — the remains of its ancient fplendor, 

(n) ^^ Menf hia mafr elcadima oua bia an garbi el Nil. 
*^ Oua lemma fatahha Amrou ebn el Aas kharabha oua 
•* bena el Foftat men elbar elakhar el fliarki be amr 
*• Omar ebn el Khattab. Oua be menf atar cadimo 
^' azima madfalo men elfakhour oua el menhouta el ma- 
^* foura. Oiia alaiha dehan akhdar^ oua khairo baki 
*' ila ^amanna, hada lam ietkhaier men el (hams ous| 
*' khairha ala toul hada eldemma. Oua menf men mafr 
•* ala marhela cariba." 

Ahulfeda^ Defcription of Egypt. 

(0) I obferved, in my letter on old Cairo, that the 
Arabs always beftow the name of Mafr on the capital of 
Egypt. Memphis bore it till ruined by Amrou j Foftat 
next, and preferved it, till Schaouar fet fire to the city 
to prevent its being taken by the French ; fince when 
Grand Cairo is called Mafr, and Foftat Mafr elatic, the 
ancient Mafr, or the ancient capital. 

♦^ which, 
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«* which arc fufFered to decay ; ftones the 
•• fculpture and painting of which excite won- 
«* der, and whofe colours neither fun nor air 
•• have yet effaced. Menf is a fmall day's 
•* journey from Grand Cairo." 

This agrees with Pliny's defcription, and 
with what yet remains. The village of Menf, 
a feeble refidue of an immcnfe city, is fix 
leagues from Grand Cairo, on the weftern 
fide of the Nile, precifcly where the learned 
naturaliil marks its fcite ; it being four leagues 
from Grand Cairo to the pyramidi,^^ and two 
from thence to Menf. The ruins round it 
confirm the teftimony of Abnlfeda, and the 
lakes fpj mentioned by Herodotus and Strabo 
have not entirely difappeared, one being near 
Saccara, with a grove of Acacia on the weft 
of Menf, the . other precifely North, which, 
during the inundation, extends to the caufe-^ 
way thrown up in the marfh which feparates 
the Nile from the grand pyramids, and was 
made to facilitate the conveyance of the mar- 
ble for the paffages and coating of thefe 

Cp) Thefe lakes, which all antiquity defcribes near 
Memphis, are proof dcmonftrative it was fituated at 
Menf, and not at Giza, for there is no trace of any lake 
within three leagues of the latter. 

edifices. 



O N E G Y P T. 269 

edifices (f)^i:The mound fubfifts with bridges 
built to le^ve the free circulation to the wa*** 
ters, and, du^^ing the time of inundation, thofe 
who come to fee the pyramids coaft it in 
boats. 

Thefe, Sir^ were the lakes which the Mem^ 
phians we're obliged to crofs when they con* 
veyed their dead to the plains where the 
kings had raifed their maufoleums. As there 
were temples, here Y^^ where expiatory facri-. 
fices were offered for the deceafed, as thefe 
filent abodes were inviolable, and the impious 
man who (hc^uld have dared profane and trou- 
ble their profound peace would have been 
puniflied with death, all the Egyptians wiihcd 
here to be entombed. Each family funk, in 
the rock covered with fands, a gloomy habi- 
tation, where, in their turn, father and fon 
were depofited with religious piety, little fup- 
pofing that a time fhould come when the en- 
lightened people of Europe would have them 
torn from their fepulchres; or that their bodies, 
buried and preferved with fo much care, 

(q) Herodotus, Euterpe. 

{rj Each great pyramid had its temple, and priefts, 
whofe office was to immolate expiatory viftims, and pray 
for the dead. 

would 
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would become an objcd; of vile traffic. The 
Greeks, who have been preient (s) at the 
judgments the Egyptians, alone, of all the 
earth's inhabitants, pronounced upon the 
dead, and who have feen the places where 
their bodies were brought in boats, on 
paying a fmall . fee, have invented the fa-^ 
ble of Charon and Hell. The beauty 
of the plains beyond that vafl folitude, the 
lands, the canals, by which they were watered, 
prcfcrving their eternally verdant banks, gave 
them the idea of the Styx, the Lethe, and the 
Elyfian fields, which their fruitful and fine 
imaginations embellifhed with all the beauties 
of poetry. The fable gained credit among 
the populace, and became an article of pagan 
religion. 

. Such, Sir, are the refleftions which atten- 
tively reading the ancients, and feeing the 
environs of the pyramids, have produced : 
may they be thought worthy your attention, 
and poflcfs the merit of truth. 

I have the honour to be, &cc* 

(0 Op?i« y«p C?**^*) "' cciyvmloy 'jeecox^sLhoifrx )^ [AtTcta-X9vlei^ 
Diod, w^ic. p. 13. Ed. Hen. S&eph. 1559. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXII. 

From Boulac to Damietta : that branch of 
the Niky its canals^ the villages^ towns^ 
arid antiquities^ on the banks^ dejcribed^. 
Of the fair of T'anta ; the manners of the 
inhabitants of that part oj Egypt} the 
groves near Semennoud; the chicken ovens 
. at Manfoura, where the French army was 
defeated I and . the navigation of the ri^ 
ver. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo, 1779. 

X T is fixteen months (ince you received my 
lafl: letter ; during this long interval anxious 
friendfhip has often painted the misfortunes 
to which a traveller is expofed, in a barba* 
rous country, and has more than once made 
you fear for my Hfe. Honoured be the feel- 
ings which to me are fo precious, and which 
my fympathetic heart repays. But calm 
your apprehenfions; travellers have a deity 
who exads prudence and fortitude, and, 

when 
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whm rcligioufly obeyed, flielters them from 
danger. Ceafe then your alarms, and attribute 
my filence to my continual journeys and 
labours. Yet, Sir, forget not to write tp 
me. The worth of a letter is here fully 
known; it is opened with tranfport, read 
with avidity, and the day of its reception is 
a day of feftivity. Beneath this burning fun, 
amid thefe dcferts, the want of a friend is 
powerfully felt ; and whatever brings him 
to memory is moft precious. Seldom does 
a Frenchman find, among Turks and Arabs, 
a heart that vibrates with his own, and 
crouding fenfations are born and die unpar- 
ticipated. Pity me, therefore, and fend mc 
what confolation abfence can receive; that, 
while I read charadlers your hand has traced, 
I may fee, may hear, you ; while fancy, 
fweet enchantrefs, but illufive, gives me 
momentary happinefs, and ftrews the thorny 
road of life with flowers, — Let us continue 
our corrcfpondence. 

During the long filence of which you com- 
|ilain, my time has been employed. Sir, in 
making "two journeys into Lower EgypV 
vifiting the towns and canals of the eaftern 
branch of the Nile, and living a year at 



Damietta, 
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fc)amietta, to acquire more perfedlly fhe Arabic 
dialed: fpoken in Syria. A thoufand times 
have I wandered over the delicious environs 
of this city^ not yet fatisfied with contem- 
plating the beauties of nature, with behold- 
ing the happy pidur^ of plenty. I have 
traced the iarmy of Louis IX. from its land- 
ing to Manfoura. Honeft Joinville has writ- 
ten the hiftory of that expedition^ the begin- 
ning of which was fo profperous, and the 
end fo unhappy ; but his narration is obfcure, 
and leaves much to vvifh* The curious 
accounts of the Arabic authors, and an 
infpeftion of the places, h^ve given me the 
means of elucidating and fupplying infor- 
mation which he could not acquire. When 
I have defcribed my journey, I will endeavour 
to retrace this fliort, but interefting, part of 
our hiftory. 

The fifteenth of February 1 went for Da- 
mietta^ in a eanjai^ that is to fay, a lefs boat 
than a machy and built for pleafure. It con- ^ 
tained a l/nall, and a larger cabin, which we 
clrpettedi ; a mat in the form of a canopy, 
. raifed on the deck, fheltered us from the fun, 
while we beheld the country we paiTed. A 

Vol. I. T faithful 
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faithful JanifTary, who had been iti the army 
of the famous AH Bey, and an Arabian fer«* 
vanty accompanied me^ all well armed^ a 
very neceflary precaution on the branch of 
Damietta^ where attacks are continual. Tht 
Felkh^ (r) who inhabit the fliores, come, 
under favour of darknefs, aflail the boats, 
and, if not refifted, murder the palTengers, 
and feize their effedls. A foreigner ought to 
be well aflured of his fervants, and the fidelity 
of the patron or captain, who, often in coUu* 
fion with the thieves, (hare the fpoiL Taught 
by experience, I give this advice to future 
travellers, having nearly loft my life for not 
having followed it at firft. 

The moft effcntial ftorcs are rice and coffee, 
which we took care to provide. The villages 
will fupply milk, eggs, and poultry; we added 
fome bottles of old wine of Cyprus, which 
Mahamet Affalama, (s) though a good muf- 
fulman, was very happy to partake of occa- ^ 

(r) Egyptian hufbandmen. 

(s) Mahamet AfTalama, the JanifTary, who accompa* 
nied me, was honefl, bravre, and faithful. I had great 
obligations to him during my travels, and at my depar- 
ture he entered into the fervica of the French conful at 
Alexandria. 

fionally. 
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fionally, though always in a corner, and taking 
care not to be feen even by the boatmen. 

We left Boulac about one o'clock, with a 
ierene fky, and a heat as temperate as one of 
our fineft days of fpring. The inundation had 
been over about fix weeks, and the waters of 
the Nile infenfiWy decreafed. The current 
being rather flow, and the north wind blow- 
ing, the n\en were obliged to take to their 
oars. Wheat and barley began to ripen. The 
carthamus and dourfa, or Indian millet, were 
a foot high ; and the third crop of lucern wa? 
fpringing ; cucumbers and water - melons 
fpread their flexible branches over the river 
banks, and beans were almofl ripe* The 
foliage of the trees was verdant, but diffe- 
rently tinfkured, and the orange and citron 
were in flower. Such was the afpcdt of the 
country on the fifteenth of February. 

Continuing to row, an hour's pafTage 
brought us to the mouth of the canal of 
Adrian, which ran to that of the Red Sea, 
traverfing the village Kelioub, and pafHng 
north of Heliopolis. Two leagues lower is the 
village Charakhania, below which the Nile 
feparates on each fide the Delta, Hfere Hero- 
T 2 dolus 
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dotus and Pomponius Mela placed the ancient 

city of Cercaforum. (t) D'Anville, following 

Strabo, defcribes it on the weftern fliore of the 

Nile, at the village El Arkfas. 

■" We are compenfated for the flowneft with 

which we advance by the amufing fight of 

boats* continually paffing and repafling, and 

a rich country, various in its productions, 

and abounding in cattle. Arrived at Batn tl 

Bakardy where the Nile divides, we left the 

branch of Rofetta, and proceeded along that 

of Damietta. The firft elbows eaftward, the 

fecond flows north, in a right line, therefore 

has the greateft quantity of water, for which 

reafon the mofl confiderable canals arc cut 

frond it, as I fhall (hew. 

The fun fets, and our mariners dread 
paffing the night oppofite Dagoua, a fmall 
town where thieves harbour. In the time of 
Father Sicard, a certain Habiby had eftab- 
blifhed his tyranny there, and, making pre* 
fents to the men in power at Cairo, levied 
contributions on all paflengers. The place 
is ftill infefted with pirates, and, laft year, 

(t) Herodotus, lib. 2. and Mela fay, that the city 
vof Cercaforum flood near the divifion of the Nile, on 
the eaftern fliore, where Charakhania now flands. 

a large 



ON .EGYPT. %^^ 

a large boat, in which were more than thirty 
Turks, and myfelf, was attacked ; our arms 
and behaviour repelled the enemy, who 
wanted to plunder, not fight; we therefore 
determined to caft anchor oppofite the fmall 
village Zoufeti ; and, while the fervant pre- 
pared fupper, I walked with my Janiflary into a 
neighbouring wood; each with a p^ir of piftols 
at the girdle, a large fabrc by the fide, and a 
doubled barrelled mufket on the flioulder. 

Several rows of trees, planted round a 
vaft field, formed a femicircular enclofure ; 
the fides of which reached to the river. 
About the middle were banks, under fycamore 
trees, and on the right and left were pomegra* 
nate, palm^ tamarind, and orange trees, pro- 
mifcuoufly planted, which formed various 
fmall groves. Among them grew tufts of 
Hennaif a pleafing (hrub, with leaves that dye 
yellow ; the cool grafs, variety of trees, in- 
termingling buflies, orange, and citron flow- 
ers, flocks of doves, which fought an afylum 
under the thick foliage, and abundance of cat- 
tle, brought from grazing, altogether formed 
a mofl: chearful and animated fcene, which 
infpired thofe fwect fenfations of happinefs 
. . T 3 . that 
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that profpefts of bounteous and beautiful na- 
ture never fail to produce. 

We went up to the hufbandmen's huts, 
4nd the women, who were round, immedi- 
ately retired. The men remained, and, from 
our drefs, fuppofing we were the officers of 
fome Bey, who came to exadt contributions, 
had theit fears, which we difpelled by telling 
them we only afked milk, and new laid eggs. 
They haflened to fupply our wants, and re- 
conduded us to the boat, where, notwith- 
ftanding, their friendfhip, we kept fentinel all 
night, each mounting guard in his turn; no- 
thing happened however to trouble our re- 
pofe. 

February i6th. 
After fleeping fome hours, wrapped in my 
cloak, after the Arabian manner, the noife 
of the departing watermen awakenedj me. 
The fun rofe, and, the dew having fallen 
plentifully, there was a pure and clear fky. 
Looking toward the wood, where we had 
walked over night, I faw flocks of birds, 
white as fnow, perched on the tops of the 
trees, which the Arabs name oxkeeper, be- 
caufe they always accompany thefc animals. 

They 
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They are the fize of a pheafant, with re(J 
feet, and black beaks ; their filver plumage 
formed an agreeable contraft with the dark 
green of the date tree. Thoufands of doves 
fltew frcmn one clufter of trees to another, and, 
by their cocj^ng, celebrated the birth of day; 
while flocks of pigeons left their houfes on 
the river banks; thefe tame bifds, never 
hunted, never terrified by noify gun-pow- 
der, are without fear, and do not avoid man. 

Our anchor weighed, we coafted the left 
iide of the river, aided by the current, and the 
oar; for the wind continued contrary, ' and 
paffcd near Cq/r (u) Faraounia, fituated at 
the beginning of a large .canalj which, 
obliquely traverfing the Delta, falls into the 
Rofetta branch. On the right of the Nile 
we perceived various hamlets, loA in the 
,diflant horizon, often paifed numerous iilands, 
of which , the river is full, and foon faw the 
fmall fort of Tant, furroundcd by a fmall 
i:anal. 

An hour after quitting it we came before 

^^he village Dagoua, the retreat of robber?, 

where the elbowing Nile feeips willing to 

C«J C<^r fignifies vilUge. 

T 4 detain 
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detain travellers. From this winding there 

is a canal cut, as large as the Saone, which 

runs into the canal of Faraounia before it 

paflcs Menouf, the capital of the firft'pro- 

vince of the Delta. It is navigable from 

Auguft to December, for large boats, -and I 

have rowed entirely up it from Nadir, on the 

Rofetta branch, to that of Damietta. It runs 

from northeaft to fouthweft, nor can any thing 

be more chearful or rich than its banks, which 

feem a terreftrial paradife. This large canal 

fiipplies others, which I (hall defcribe on the 

inap. One of them running to the lake of 

Bourlos, pafles the town of Tanta, where 

there is a confiderable annual fair, to which 

the inhabitants of the Upper and Lower 

Egypt come, in croud's, to exchange their 

native produces for India fluffs, Moka cof^ 

fee, and French cloths. It continues a week. 

Defire of gain brings fome of the Egyptians, 

-and love of pleafure many more. Ten thou- 

fand boats are upon the canal at this feafon> 

"all carrying abundance of provifions, where 

are good cheer, mu Gc, and rejoicing. There 

are nearly as many tents pitched on fhore, to 

which the mofl famous courtezans of Egypt 

fail not to come. They likewife go on board 

th« 
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the boats, where they difplay their talents 
for- dancing, finging, and gallantry. Many 
glafs lamps are nightly lighted, the repeti* 
'tioti of which refledls innumerable ftars in the 
waters. The tents haVc the fame, fxj and 
this wonderful illumination, for the extent 
of a league, produces, on the grafs and the^ 
cryftal ftream, charming efFedls. Thefe fairs, 
much frequented, are not uncommon. They 
are the remaihs of the ancient pilgrimages 
of the Egyptians to Canopus, Sais, and Bu- 
taftus. 

Joyfully quitting Dagoua, we pafled va- 
rious hamlets/ and difcovered, on the right, 
the village of Atrib, f^y) where there is 
nothing remarkable but the name, its huts 
being built over the ruins of the ancient 
Atribis. Ammianus Marcellinus affirms 
this was one of the moft confiderable cities 
in Egypt; if fo, it is aftonifliing that. not 
one of its monuments remain. A large 
^anal runs a little below Atrib, toward the 
caftern part of lake Menzala 5 another, be* 

f*- J Herodotus tells us that at the feafts of Ifis, in the 
cityof Bufiris, of Diana at Bubaftus, and in other cities 
of Egypt, there were lite illuminations. Euterpe^ lib. a. 

(/^ D'Anville places this town and «anal tpo low. ; 

ginning 
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gioning near the angle of the Delta (z)^ 
fell into it there, and- they, together, 
formed the Pelufiac branch. Following hs 
courfe, we come to Phacuia, where the 
canal began, which commvoicatitd with the 
Red Sea^ and paffed the great. city of Bubaf- 
tua, where Diana was worflppcd, and in 
whofe honour a magnificent .teaiple was 
there erci^ed. This worfliip is dcfcribed 
by Herodotus in a pidurefqq? manner. I 
will cite the paflage, as it will ferve to 
prove how little the manners of the Egyp- 
tians have changed, fince that excellent hifto- 
lian. 

" The people come in crouds from all 
** parts of Egypt to the feaft of Diana, at 
*' Bubaftus; multitudes of boats row to- 
^* wards the city, in each of which female 
** fingers are accompanied by cymbals, and 
^* the tambour de bafque : men play on the 
^< flute, others iing, and beat time with 
^* their hands. They flop oppofite all the 

fzj Herodotus, and Pomponius Mela, pofitively fay 
the Nile was triple below the town of Cer^iaforum, the 
fciteof which I have, indicated, becaufe it divided into 
three branches. The moft eaftern, that of Bubaftus, 
or Pelafium, is not navigable y the two others ftill are. 

*' towns 
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*• towns they pafs, and the mufic ftrikes up. 
•* Women (a)^ abandoning themfdves to 
** exceflive mirtli, intice, by the moft un- 
** guarded expreffions, all they meet; ling 
** licentious airs, and perform lafcivious 
** dances, Being come to Bubaftus, the 
** people offer up innumerable facrifices, du- 
" ring the feftival, and drink more wine 
** in one day than in all the year befide. 
** '4bove feven hundred thoufand people 
'' aflemble here." 

The Egyptians, fince Herodotus, have 
been governed by various nations, and, at 
length, are funk deep in ignorance and fla- 
very, but their true character has undergone 
no change. The frantic ceremonies the Pa- 
gan religion authorized are now renewed 
around the fepulchres of Santons (b)^ before 
the churches of the Copts (c)^ and in the 
fairs I mentioned. Their love of pilgrimages 

(a) Thefe, no doubt, are the Almai, which were not 
then more decent than now. 

(h) On certain days the Mahometans vifit the fepul- 
chres of perfons they hold to be faints, and keep their 
feftivals with mirth, banquctting, and licentiouf»i 
nefs. 

(c) Much the fame do the Copts celebrate the 
feftival of Saint Gemiana, in the Lower Egypt. 

ftill 
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flill fubiifts ; their miific and dances are the 
lame; and, though fliackled by mahometa- 
nifm, their native humours preponderate, 
and the prediledions of their forefathers re- 
tain their afcendency : fo true is it that old 
habits, fpringing from the climate, predomi- 
nate over laws ; like a torrent down a decli- 
vity, the courfe of which a legiflature can- 
not ftop, but may turn fo as not only to pre- 
vent its ravages, but, to render it ufeful. Let 
us continue our voyage. 

Below Atrib the villages are fo near each 
other that the banks of the Nile feem a con- 
tinued town, interrupted only by gardens, 
and aromatic groves. Contemplating the lu- 
cid fky, the variegated trees, the numerous 
herds, and the ever fpringing wealth of an 
ijiexhauftible foil, we fay, let us not wonder 
the Egyptians have produced the moft mar- 
vellous works in the world; they poflefTed 
knowledge, the finefl: of climates, and a coun- 
try which aflcs nothing from man but to 
fpatter feed over its furface. Tyranny and 
barbarifm have fpread defolation here 3 yet, 
what might not a people, friends of the arts 
and fciences, ftill undertake ; what treafures 
plight they not gain from commerce and agri- 
culture. 
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culture, or what advantages not render fci- 
cnce and hiftory, by the interpretation of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics ! Excufe thcfe reflec- 
tions, thefe hopes of a traveller, who beholds 
the mifery and the wealth of a country fo beau- 
teous. After four hours pafling illands and ham- 
lets, I landed at Mit rhamr, and walked over 
this populous trading town, where there i$ 
nothing remarkable, nothing that befpeaks an- 
tiquity. The Hazards are narrow and ob* 
fcure, the ftreets crooked and dirty. There 
is a mofque, with, a fquare tower, which I 
fuppofe to have been a church before the 
conqueft of the Arabs, for there is not fuch a 
minaret in all Egypt; they being round, 
fmall and high. 

Oppofite Mit rhamr is Zephta, which, croC- 
fing the river, v/e vifited, and which, like 
the firft, was not v/orth our trouble. The 
walls of the houfes are fome mud, others 
brick ; many of them are ruinous with no- 
, body to repair them. The inhabitants ap- 
pear miferable, and it is vifible that not for 
* theni is the fatnefs of the furrounding lands. 
The fun rofe, andwe, continuing our route, 
faw villages in the fame abundance ; much more 
fo on this branch than on that of Rofetta; which 
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we mud attribute to the deftruftlon of feveral 
cities^ formerly, in the eaftern part of the 
Delta. As they became defolate» the repairing 
of the canals was negleded^ the lands uncul- 
tivated, and the people coming nearer the 
river, have there fixed their habitations. How 
many barren fields would a good government 
give back to agriculture ! The wind contra- 
ry, the rowers fatigued, and night approach- 
ing, we cad anchor between an ifland and 
Mit Demfis, a place not too fafe, but we 
determined to keep good watch. 

Feb. 17th. 

While we quietly llept, two fwimmers, 
under favour of darknefs, approached the boat, 
toward midnight. Our fentinel, the janiflary, 
perceiving them, by ftar light, gave the alarm, 
and fired his mufket. They difappcared, and, 
the noife waking us, we ran to arms ; but he 
calmed our fears by informing us of the truth. 
So adroit are thefe thieves that, finding the 
paflcngers afleep, they fwim away with a part 
of their eflTeifts, and even with large packets : 
if furprifed, they dive, and elude purfuit. 
This alarm kept us awake all night, and to 
charm away drowfinefs, Mahomet AfiTalama 

recounted 
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rfccbunt6d the battles of AH Bey, which were 
fcnlivened by large cups of Moca coffee, occa«- 
fionally emptied by us, and drank here at all 
hours* The Turks think it braces, and hold 
it neceffary in a country where, relaxed by 
heat, the ftomach fcarcely can perform its 
funftions ; for this reafon they call it C/x- 
bouai (d)\ fignifying ftrength. Be this as it 
may, the Egyptians commonly drink three 
cups a day, and often much more, without 
any of the terrible effedts European phyfi- 
cians have attributed to coffee. 

Slow coming d ay at length appeared, and 
the rifing fun was more pale than ufual,, which 
betokened a fouth wind, and which foon 
rifing, we fet fail. As we paffed, we per- 
ceived a canal, beginning beloyir Mit Demfis, 
and taking its courfe towards the lake Men- 
zala. The wind freshening, pur bark, fwift- 
ly, cut the waves, and we prefently came to 
the village of Boufir/^^y, on the weftern bank 

.of 

{d) The Arabs call it J?^««, when ingrain, and Cahou" 
' at when ground. From Qrhouai the Europeans have 
fornied the word coffee. 

Co Abalfeda enumerates four cities fo named in, 
Upper, and one in Lower Egypt, which is that I fpeal^ 
•4 called^ to diftinguifh it, Boufir Bana. . 

Heio4(Hus^ 
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of the Nile, two leagues from Semennoudi pe#^ 
fedkly according in fituation with that which 
Herodotus and Strabo give to the ancient city 
of Bufiris the capital of a Npmos ; prodigioui 
multitudes of people were drawn hither by 
the {lately temple, confecrate^ to I (is, the 
Grecian Ceres, this being one of the moft fre* 
quented pilgrimages of Egypt. Not a veftigc 
of ancient fplendour can be feen at Boufir; 
Handing befide the river, no doubt, the pre- 
cious marbles of the temple have been carried 
off; and it may be, alfo, that fome remains 
might be found under the huts that have fince 
been built there. 

A league belovv Boufir, we faw the mouth 
of a canal, which, joining an arm of that of 
Menouf, pafTed near Mehallai, and flowed 
toward lake Bourlos ff). A little farther I 

perceived 

Herodotus, lib. ^. and Strabo, lib. 17. place Bufiris 
above Sebennytus, now Semennoud, proceeding up thfe 
river, which is the prefent pofition of Boufir. 

Strabo, fpeaking of this place, affirms the fables told 
of the cruel Bufiris have no foundation whatever^ that 
Egypt never had a king fo called, and that malice had 
invented them in return for the inhofpitality of the 
Egyptians, who did not love ftrangers. Lib* iji 

(f) So called by mariners^ as is the cape which mak^s 
its headland, * - » 
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percdi^d a fmall wood^ where, in a former 
^^y^g^r I had landed; and, as the fituation 
isras charming, I was determined to dine 
diere; accordingly we went on (hore. A 
long row of willows of Babylon, ftrong and 
tall, extends along the river bank ; the flexible 
branches dip in the waters. Behind thefe are 
pomegranates, which, planted in quincunx, 
and forming a pleafant grove, is furrounded by 
a canaL From the Nile, at the far end, is a 
field, various in its produdions, and termi* 
nated by huts, among which was the orange 
tree, in bloom. Seated beneath the willows 
upon the river bank> before us was an ifland 
4ividing its ftream, the verdant graft of which 
attracted the eye: on' the oppofite (horc, 
were the villages Salania, Mit Abulhari, and 
Gerah, feparated only by clufters of date and 
orange trees, and fome fields of pulfe and 
grain. On the right, Boufir might juft be 
perceived ; and, on the left, the town of 
Semennoud, with its lofty minarets. I never 
beheld a more agreeable fituation. The 
verdure, flowers, foliage, villages, towns, 
waters, earth, and heavens, all gave pleafure 
to the fight. We dined in this delightful 
Ipot, where I twice have flopped, and twice 

Vol. h U have 
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having felt that involuntary charm, that pure 
and tranquil content, that expanfion of the 
fouU which the beauties of nature fo power* 
fully excite, by the grateful fuperabundance 
ihe (beds: happy he, who at fuch a moment 
finds a fympathizing heart, to which he can 
communicate, and by the communication 
infpire, fimilar fenfations. Weft of this wood, . 
a league and a half, is Mehalla el Kebira^ 
capital of Garbia, the fecond province < of the 
Delta, and the refidence of a Bey. This 
town is called Kebira the Great, becaufe the 
Pelta contains not any more cpnfiderable. 
It has a manufadlory of cloth, and fal-ammo- 
xiiac, and a great trade; the furrounding 
rivers ferving to tranfport its merchandize 
over all Egypt. The country round contains 
numerous villages, herds, and the productions 
of land ever fertile. Mehalla has replaced 
the cities of Sebennytus and Bufiris, but not 
their magnificence : it contains no remark* 
able edifice. 

While we tranquilly were featcd on the 
reiver bank, a violent fouth-eaft wind rofe, ble^ 
a ftorm, and raifed clouds of fin^ and fcorch- 
ing duft, which obfcured the heavens, and 
fpread .a gloomy palenefs over the face of 
- ,.-i nature* 
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nature. This veil of darknefs, through which 
the fun appeared like blood, continued about 
two hoars. When fuch like whirlwinds fur- 
prize the traveller in the defert, he foon is 
buried, if not flieltered by a tent, and, if the 
tcmpcft continues long, even this afylum 
becomes his grave ^ the tent and himfelf both 
being entombed under a hill of fand. The 
wind fell, the iky cleared, and, gaining our 
boat, we proceeded to Semen noud. 

This was the ancient Sebennytus, the capital 
of a Nomos ; it is a middle fized, populous; 
trading place, where hazards, well fupplied, 
iifFord various commodities, tolerably cheap. 
Except mofques, all the buildings are of 
brick ; nor could I difcover any antiquities. 
Half a league north of Semennoud is the 
canal of Thebania, carried to the lake 
Bourlos, near the- fuirts of Butis the Great j 
(g) which city had two temples, dedicated to 
Apollo and Diana, and was famous alfo for the 
oracle of Latona, which all Egypt came to 
confult. The temple of this goddefs was vafl 
and magnifipent, and furrounded by a portico 
fifty feet high, refting on marble columns 5 

(g) Herodotus Euterpe. 

U 2 a tock. 
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a rock of granite, (b) its outward furfacc 
fixty feet fquare, formed a fanduary, hollowed 
in it by the mallet and chifTeh and ailone of 
equal furface, and fix feet thick, covered it cn^ 
tirely. No modern travellers have vifited Butis, 
becaufe it would be exceedingly dangerous ; 
wherefore we cannot affirm the defcription of 
Herodotus to be exaft : however, having fecn 
the column of Alexandria, and other monu-. 
ments, notlefs furprizing, we are led to believt 
this hiftorian, who had been on the ipot, has 
not impofed upon pofterity. 

A league and a half from Semennoud, neat 
the canal of Thebania, is a large mountg^ 
covered with ruins, called byPococke, and 
father Sicard, Bha Beit^ houfe of beauty ; the 
Turks in my company named it Hajar Beit^ 
houfe of flone ; be this as it may, thefe are 
the ruins of a grand temple, wholly of 
marble ^ the walls, ten feet thick at the bot« 
tom, were of red fpotted granite, found in 

(i) This enormous rock, two hundred and forty 
fcct in circumference, was brought from a quarry in the 
ifle of Philae, near the cataraAs, on rafts, f#r the fpace 
of two hundred leagues, to its deftined place, and, with- 
out contradiction, was the heavieft weight ever move(f by 
human power* 

the 
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the quaflries of Syene, and which bears' a 
pcrfedl polifli. The columns, four feet in 
diameter, had the head of Ifis for their capi- 
tis. Among thefe remains are fragments of 
the fine marble ftatues which embellifhed this 
ftafely edififee. The ftones are full of hiero- 
glyphicsi among which are men with pointed 
bonnets, youthful women, birds, and various 
animals, all admirably, fculptured, excellent 
in their attitudes, and more pure in their tafte, 
and perfed, than any other oif the Egyptian 
Iculpturc. Thefe fine ruins are abandoned 
to the Turks, who daily come and carry off 
blocks of marble, or fiw columns in pieces to 
make mill-ftones. 

Pococke and father Sicard agree in faying 
this temple was built by Bufiris, in honour of 
Ifis ; but its fcite does not correfpond with 
that attributed by Herodotus and Strabo to 
this city, which, as I have faid, flood two 
leagues abbve Semcnnoud, where the village 
of Boufir now ftands. I rather think, with 
D*An?ille, the edifice in queftion vvas in the 
ctly of Ifis itfelf, which Pliny and Stephen of 
Byfantimn placed towards the bottom of the 
Delta; Were Egypt not fubjedt to barba- 
rians, might it be fearchcd, many doubts 

U 3 would. 
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would be removed, which obifcurc the ancient 
biftory of the country. After every poffiblc 
affiftance, there are points on which we only 
can approach, but never dare flatter ourfelve^ 
with having attained, the truth. 

Returning from our walks toward cyefaingf 
Mahamet AfTalamai, to whom fitting and 
fmoaking was a pleafure a thoufand times 
fuperior to all the moft wondrous ruins of 
the world, invited me into a coffee-houfe 
where he heard mufic ; and I went the more 
willingly becaufe, fpeaking Arabic, I might 
pafs for a Turk. Being armed, well drefled, 
and in military habits, we weije taken for 
officers of the Janiflaries, and the tradefpeoplc 
of Semennoud riling, ceded the place of 
honour. They fquatted on matted feats, wc 
fat on a raifed fofa, where the mafter of the 
houfe prefented us himfelf with moka, and 
lighted our pipes. A dancing girl, who 
amufed the company, immediately came to 
us, and, according to cuftom, aiTumcd the 
inoft voluptuous geftures and lafcivious atti- 
tudes, keeping time to cymbals, and a tam- 
bour de bafque, and receiving applaufe in 
proportion as her poftures were fignificant 
and indecent ; and (he was careful to oblige. 

her 
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her company. The dance ended, feating 
herfelf by us, Ihe fang moals in praife of the 
.muiTulmen, and afterwards chearfql airs; 
This courtezan called herfelf Bedaoui; was 
fourteen, and of an exquifite form, which was 
not concealed by her light filk drefs, negli- 
gently tied with a long faflh. Her perfumed 
ebony locks defcended in treiflfes to her heels s 
a veil, gracefully raifed, covered her fhoulf* 
ders ; her eyes were black and fine ; her ikia 
lefs brown than common ; her mouth and 
imile charming ; but, in my opinion, fhe was 
disfigured by two blue ipots fhe had made in 
her cheeks with gunpowder, and a ring hang^ 
ing from pnp of her noflrils. ...She had come 
from Cairo to feek her fortune, and, finding 
ps generous, offered to accompany iis during 
our voyage, which we civilly declinedt and 
returned to fleep in our boat, 

February i8. 

Taking good care to lay in provifions at Se-- 
mennoud, where are excelleht pigeons, poultry, 
and fine flavoured frefh butter, we departed at 
day-bre^k, and hoifled fail. The wind almoft 
cafl, we hoifled fail, and in two hoUfs faw th^ 
^ U 4 minarets 
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tninarets of Manfoura> whither we foon came, 
and, being curious to examine a city ,fb 
£unou$ for the. misfortunes of Louis IX. and 
liis fortitude, I landed* It is tolerably large^ 
tut unfortified ; the ftrccts narrow,, and the 
iioufes of brick, as is ufual in the Delta. One 
^t is half in ruins ; and here, no doubt, it 
^as that the brave Joinville, who hati pene* 
trated thus for, fo long xiefended himfelf 
againft the Egyptians, and efcaped, covered 
with wounds. Here the Duke of Biritanny 
loft an eye : but I (haU refbrve thefe anec* 
dotes for the Ihort narrative I have jM-omifed^ 

* Manibura is a modern town, the Origm of 
which Abulfeda thus gives: (i) ^ King 
** Kamel, (k) fon of El Adcl, founded Man- 
^* foura, where the Nile divides; one branch 
f * running to Pamietta, the other to Ach« 

(i) ** Oua el Manfoura benaha cl mcjec, el kamel cbn 
^' el adel, and mafterek el Nil ila doumiat, oua acbmoun 
1^ benaha fi ouegg el adoa lamma haferoa doumiat,'' 
. The above pailage proves the learned R>cocke was miA^ 
taken in fuppofing th!b city the Tanis, or Zoan, of 
Scripture. 

(k) The feventh of the Aytubite kings^ he died at Da- 
inafcas, in die year 635 Of l)ie Hegyra. 

* ' ^' moun^ 
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^ moun^ fl) as a bulwark agaiiift ihe ttxttHf, 
J*' who then bcficged Darftietta/' fmj 
. The Chriftians of Syria, fdttled at Mto- 
•foura, {fij ttt Ac chief trader^, and the |>rin* 
cipal ^rticks are the fine ricb growing rounA 
the lake> ted fal-aramoniac. Htrb are vAtt 
^hicken-oveni; atadj as E^ypt k the (xAf 
leoHntry where this n^ode of hatching is prao 
tifed> I WiU defcribe it. 

Imagine a building of two ilories, etoit 
Under grounds and the other but little abo^ 
^ually diyided, Iengtb-wa)^s> by « narrtf# 
gallery; on the right and left are finall celli^ 
^ere the t^ggs are putj the u{^per-ik)rf^ 
Vaulted with an ox-eye aperture at the tafil 
and a fmallet one on the fk)or> by ^htch he^l 
is comnmmcated below i both haVe k fin^l 
window carefully clofcd, and only one lo# 
door for the whole building. The eggft art 

(1) Achmoun was built by tW Arabs^ aear tbe lakt 
Meozala, and fometimes called by them Achmoun TaBi% 
it having replaced the ancient city of T^nis, the ruins of 
which are feeh in an iile of the lake. Adl&iOtin'Was 
lofunded in the reign of Elmetouakkel. Bhnacift. 

(m) King Kaixiel built Manfoura^ while the crufaders 
laid fiege to Daraietta, thirty-one years prior to tbt 
expedition of Louis IX- Macrizi. 

(n) Kaaibttla^ in Ambict figaifics the vti^iou^. 

arranged 
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arranged in heaps in the lower ftory^ and 2 
fire of fun-dried cow-dung kindled in the 
upper, morning and night, an hour each* 
This is repeated for eight days, and the build* 
ing, being fufficiently heated, the; fire U 
put out, every aperture clofed, and a part of 
the eggs heaped up below are carried above. 
The fuperintendant occafionally examines if 
it be necefTary to increafe or diminifh the 
iieat* On the nineteenth day the chickens 
)>egin to move in their fhells, nibble with 
fheir beaks on the twentieth, endeavouring 
to break their prifon, and are ufually com- 
pletely hatched on the twenty-firft: then dp 
||efe heaps of eggs, apparently lifelefs, begin 
to move, and roll about the floor, and thou« 
fands of little various coloured chickens tq 
run and hop round the apartment. This 
fight is truly diverting. They are carried in 
panniers, and cried about the ftreets on the 
morrow, each houfe flocking itfelf at a 
half^penny apiece. Various authors have 
faid thefe fowls are not fo good as thofb 
hatched by the hen, but they are miftaken,^ 
A French cook I faw at Grand Cairo bought 
them every year, and when Avell fed they 
became excellent poultry'. People here fay 
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llhc l^illagcrs of Bermai only know the fc- 
eret of this itiode of incubation^ but this I 
<?annot certify. 

Having examined Manfoura, we went to 
fee the canal, which, north of the town, 
is wide, deep, and runs to the lake Men- 
zala, below Achmoun 5 the pafling of it 
was fatal to the French army, and its 
blood- ftained waters waftied away the dead. 
Our curiofity fatisfied, we fet fail towards 
evening. The Nile near Manfoura takes 
another, and a north-eaft, diredion. The 
country on each fide is equally fertile, but 
the villages lefs frequent. We paflcd Diaft, 
about dulk, which place is nearly a day's 
journey from Saint Gemiana, where the Copts 
go on pilgrimage, and at which time the 
neighbouring plain is covered with tents. 
Chriftians and Mahometans promifcuoufly 
feaft for a week, have horfe races, wine and 
good cheer 5 and, dancing girls coming in 
crouds, Bacchus and Venus are not banifhed 
the feftival. 

Night came on ; but darknefs, neither thick 
nor impenetrable, here, is rather a tranfpa* 
rent veil, half concealing objedts, through 

which 
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which the azure ferene fky is feen; and all 
the {hining hoft of heaven. The ftars feeni 
brighter, and larger, than in cooler climatest 
and night, in Egypt, has a thoufand charms 
which arc rarely felt in Europe. Never is 
her mild face obfcured by utter darknefs, 
never her tranquillity difturbed by tempeftu- 
ous winds, nor do defcending tbrrents ever 
produce a temporary chaos. When the fun 
fets, the wind ufually falls; nature be* 
comes perfedtly calm, and contemplative 
man n)ay then, untroubled, undifturbed^ 
ftudy himfelf and his faculties. Aftronomy, 
whofe refidence is in the Heavens, viewing 
the fplendid firmament, may ibllow the 
courfe of the ftars through the immenfity: 
of fpace. 

While failing with the ftream, wander- 
ing lights inarmed us of the approach of 
boats^ going upwards. There was one, 
that, paffing, ran foul of us, by which 
we were near being funk* We immediately 
made for fhore to examine if there was no 
leak, where we refolvcd to pafs the night. 
This accident happened near the fmall vil- 
lage of Saoualim, and this was the iecond; 

time 
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time that place had almoft proved fatal tq 
uatg as I will fhewy for the inflrudion of 
thofe whom curiofity may bring to Egypt* 

The year before, I failed from Cairo, with 
a French officer, who was going to embark, 
at Damietta, for India, by the way of Baf-^ 
fora: we had only one fervant, and three 
mariners ; and this officer, during the voy- 
age, opened and counted a box of fequins. 
This, as I told him, was putting our Uvea 
in danger, but he difregarded me* The failors^ 
feeing the gold, confpired to have .us mur- 
dered, which they could not execute die twa 
firfl nights, we being on our guard. A 
contrary wind forcing us to lie- to, on the 
third, one of them went to a neighbouring 
hamlet, and, an hour afi^er, . returning, laid 
down to reft with the others. The fatigue of 
heat, and long watching, overcame us, and, 
1 had flept foundly about an hour when I 
felt as if fuddenly fhaked, and was perfedlly. 
awake, without knowing how. The mooa 
fhone bright, and the firft objed I beheld, 
was a man, with one foot in the boat, and 
an uplifted poniard. I ran to my double 
barrelled muiket, and, clapping it to his 
breaft, cried, in Arabic, he was dead if he 

did 
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did nQt retire. The fellow ftood motion-^ 
Jcfs, with fufrprize; and I, inftantly, per- 
ceived, a few paces further, three othcrt, 
armed with fabres, and pidols; I watched 
their motions, and determined to fire on the 
firft who offered the leaft threat; but durft 
not turn my head to wake my companion, 
left they fhould attack me. Him whom I 
held in play having drawn back, I awakened 
the officer, who armed himfelf, and while 
the thieves held council, two paces from 
us, I let flip the boat, and we paffed to 
the other fide of the river. During this* 
whole fcene, the boatmen and fervant feign- 
ed to be in a dead fleep, nor could my 
calling awaken them ; blows were neceffary 
for that. When I came to Damietta, 1 per- 
ceived the rafcals had ftolen feveral of my 
cffedls, but the fear of the baftinado com- 
pelled reftoration. Efcaped this danger, I 
returned thanks to Providence, who per- 
mitted me to awake fo feafonably; two 
minutes more would have been too late. 

19th. 

The remembrance of the paft made us 
watch all night; but the precaution was 
needlefs.: ^we remained undiflurbed. Our 

boat^ 
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boat, having been only flightly damaged, 
above water, we departed, betimes, paiTed 
Farcfcour, and, two hours after, difcovcred 
the charming town of Damietta, forming a 
vaft crefccnt on the eaftern ihore of the Nile. 
Numerous boats and fmall veiTels were at 
anchor there, and we prg^eeded to the cuf« 
tom-houfe. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 



LET- 
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Wfiory ^ Damettu^ ancient an3 modern ; 
when /(Minded: their fcite : travellers rr- 
futed wb^ have all confounded or mij^laced 
fbem in their ni0ps and narratives. Mo^ 
dern Damiettai its extent, trade, bat hip 
inhabitants, and charming environs, bowers, 
and orange groves i with an account of the 
lotus, papyrus, and the fine rice, fent from 
Damietta to Syria, the Archipelago, and 
Marfeilles. 



ToM.L.M^ , 

Grand Cairot 



M. 



.OST writers have confounded the an- 
cient with the modern Damietta 5 lb obfcure. 
Sir, is its hiftory; and the repetition of 
their errors has thrown great darknefs and 
uncertainty over this important point of 
Egyptian geography, to difpel which it is 
neceflary to begin with the famous Damietta, 
fo often attacked by European princes. A 
knowledge of places, dates, and fads, pre- 
fcnted under their true light, will give you 

clear 
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clear and diftindt ideas.. ^* Damietta," fays 
Abulfeda, (oj " was a walled town', at the 
" eaftern mouth of the Nile." (pj This 
perfectly accords with hiftory : let us there- 
fore fejirch for the origin of the place. Ste- 
phen of Byfantiiim informs us it was called 
Thamiatis, under the government of the 
Lower Empire, but was, then, inconfi- 
derable. It daily increafed in proportion as 
Pelufium, frequently facked, declined ; and 
the entire ruin of that ancient city removed 
commerce to the eafl: of the Delta. The Em- 
perors of Cotiftantinople, a fecond time, feized 
on Damietta, then unfortified, about the veaV 
238 of the Hegyra. But the importance of a 
maritime town, fo favourably fituated, was 
at length feen ; and fix years after, the Caliph 
Elmetoiiakkel. fqj furrounded it with ilrong 

walls; 

(0) Oua doumiat cadet medina mefaoura ala el bahr 
and mefaab cl Nil el fh^rki. Defcription of Egypt. 

(p) Called the eaftern mouth, by the Arabian geogra- 
pher, bccaufe, Pelufium having been often facked, ami 
at laft deftroyed, by the Crufaders, the canals that ran to 
it became unfrequented, and the branch of Damietta 
the moft eaftern. 

(q) Great works were performed in Egypt during 
his reign, fuch as finifhing the walls of Alexandria, 

Vol. I. X Damietta, 
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walls ; which, however, did not impede the 
valiant Roger, king of Sicily, from taking 
it, in the year 550 of the Hegyra. Salah 
Eddin, who began to reign over Egypt about 
this time, did not let him long enjoy his 
conqueft, but drove the Europeans from 
Damictta, who, fifteen years after, returned 
again to befiege it. Their efforts were inef- 
fedual, for, though their land army was 
fuflained by a fleet of twelve hundred vef- 
fels frjy the Sultan forced them to retine 
with (hame. 

This place was fated to be continually 
befieged. Again the crufaders attacked it^ 
with powerful forces, under the reign of El 
Addel, in the year 6 1 5 of the Hegyra. They 
landed on the weftern (hore of the Nile, and 
fecured their camp by a fofTe, and a pallifade* 
The mouth of the river was defended by two 

Damietta, founding Achmoun, Rofetta, Catayab, &c. 
all executed by order of Ebn Toulon, one of the moft 
famous governors of this country, and who, ambitious 
and-^hirfting to become independent, wiihed to pofiefs 
fortifiW places, in which he might brave the power of 
the Caliphs. Thefc having obtained, he rtared the 
ftandard of rebellion, declared himfelf king of Egypt, 
and defended it agalnft the whole force of Afia. 
(rj Macrizi Hiftory of the Dynafties of Egypt, 

towers. 
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towers, well garrifoned ; und a chain of iron, 
ftretched acrofs, prevented the entrance of 
vef&ls. The crufaders took the tower, next 
their camp, broke the chain, and gave a paffagc 
to their fleet. Nejem Eddin (s) the fon of 
the Sultan, encamped near Damietta, covered 
it with an army, and, to flop the enemy's 
veflels, threw a bridge over the Nile, which 
they deftroyed ; he, then, funk feveral large 
barks, and rendered the paflage almoft im- 
prafticable. After many turns of fortune, 
bloody battles, and a ficge of fevcnteen 
months, the chriftian princes took Damietta, 
by aflTault, but did not long enjoy the fruit of 
all the blood they had fpilt, and an armament 
which had coft fun>s fo immenfe. Surrounded, 
near the canal (tj of Achmoun, by the waters 
of the Nj^, and the Egyptian army, they 
bought their lives and liberty by rcftoring 
their conqueft. 

Thirty-one years after their defeat, Louis 

(s) This valiant prince, then very young, made his 
firft campaigns againft the Europeans, gained feveral 
vi3ories, afterward, over the rebels of Syria, and died^ 
at Manfoura, fome time after Louis IX. took Damietta. 

(t) A quarter of a league north of Manfoura, where 
ended the exploits pf Louis IX. 

Xz IX. took 
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IX. took Damietta, without ftriking a blow,. 
The daring valour of a king who threw him- 
felf armed into the water to march againft an 
enemy entrenched on fliore, and the impetuo- 
fity with which he attacked them, fpread terror 
through their army,, which, flying, covyrardly 
abandoned a fortrefs amply ftored and capable 
of long refiftancc. The Arabs, foon after, re- 
covered it, as I {hall fhow in the hiftory of the 
defcent of Louis IX. but, weary of defending 
a place, which brought upon them the inafl: 
warlike nations of Europe, they wholly erafed 
and re-built it, higher up the country, as 
Abulfeda and all the oriental writers attcft* 
I will cite their moft important pafTages. 

** Damietta being deftroyed, they built a 
*' town at fome diftance, and called it Men-r 
'^ fhia, which is become a confiderable place, 
** where now, (a hundred years after it was 
** founded) are fquares, hazards, and public 
*Vbaths. The ancient city was deftroyed 
*' in the year 648 of the Hegyra ; (u) the 
** woes it had brought on MufTulmen, and 
** the wars it had excited, reduced them to 
*' this neceflity ; this fortrefs, feeming to in- 
** vite the arms of the Franks who came to 

(u) Other Arabian writers place it four years back, - 

y befiege 
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^''befiege it in turns. Elmetouakkel, an Abaf- 
" fide Caliph, had walled it round/' 
* Macrizi, confirming the opinion of Abul- 
fcda, removes all doubt. I will tranfcribe the 
paflage, as tranflated by the learned Car* 
donne, fiDr a fa£t disfigured by the errors of 
fo many travellers requires full demohftration. 
" Two years after the departure of Louis 
^* IX. under the reign of Moaz Eddin Aybeh, 
^^ the Turcoman, firft Sultan of the dynafty of 
*^ vtfce' Baharite Mamluks, a report being 
" fpread that the French threatened Egypt, 
^* a fccond time, it was refolved to deftroy 
" Damietta, and the place was razed, fo that 
** hot a vcftige remained, except the^ grand 
*^ mofque. (x) Nor was this thought fuffi- 

" cient; 

fxj A grand mofque is ftlll feen at the village of 
Efba, eaft of the Nile, a fliort league from the fea, whi- 
ther I have been ten times, carefully examined the envi- 
rons, and faw the foundations of the walls of ancient 
Damietta. There was alfo an arch of brick, of bid con- 
ftru£tion, which might be one end of a bridge, an antique 
tower, half demolifhed, where were tWo cannons with- 
out carriages, and ruins, which make its fituation in- 
dubitable. The diftance of Efba from the fea is what the 
Delta has lengthened in the fpace of 600 years : this has 
obliged the Mamluks toraife two fmall forts beyond the. 
village, to defend the paffage of the river. That on the 
Jeft-fliore is already half a league inland j the other, more 
modern, will foonbe the fame; for the (l^^re Qn which 
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•' cient i fot, eleven years after, under the 
'* reign of Bibar Elbondouk Dari, they fo 
•' flopped up the mouth of the Nile (yj that 
*' the enemy *$ fleets could not enter ; fince 
" when the paifage is fo obilru^d that fhipi 
^^ are obliged to anchor in the road. The 
•« prefent Pamictta was built after die for^p 
'^ mer wa« deilroyed, and ftands on the fame 
*• fide> higher up the river/'r-^It is in reality 
a league and a half above the village of Efbt, 
where traces of the firil Damietta are feen; 
The modern, Abulfeda tells us, was cdled 
M(m0iia, and it dill contains a fquaiie, f6 
named, in memory of its origin. Moft writers 
have confounded the two cities, attributing 
to the one what appertained to the odien 
The note (z) will (hew what great authorities 
have obfcured this part of hiftory and geo* 

graphy. 

it is built runs three leagues into tlie fea, and, being 
flow altnoft as high as the water, in lefe than a ceatmy 
will form a cape 

(y) By thefe means a /earful bar has rifen, named 
Bogaz, not lefs dangerous than that of Rofetta, and im«^ 
^)affable by boats during feveral months of the year. 
Shipwrecks are frequent here j I have four times pafled 
it, but not without peril. 

(%) Father Sicard fays, ** The lake Mcnzala began 

«* half a league from* Damietta, formerly Thamiatis.** 

JLet. Ed. f. 340.-— --The Damietta he means is not the 

mcient Thw^tis 

Pocockc, 
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graphy. I paflcd fourteen months at the 
modern Damietta, which I wHl defcribe* 
Larger and not lefs agreeable than Rofetta, 

Pococke, having fpoken of modern Damietta, adds^ 
** At the north end of Damietta, there is a very iSne large 
** round tower, built of hcvrn ftone, which might be the 
*< work of the Mamluks, after they recovered Damietta 
" from the Chriftians." — The learned Englifhman con- 
founds the city the Egyptians deftroyed with the prefcnt 

Profper Alpinus falls into a much greater error in 
fuppofing Damietta the ancient Pelufium. Damietta 
is two and twenty leagues from the ruins of Pelufium. 

Maillet has committed the fame fault. ** The cityqf 
<< Damietta correfponds to the ancient Pelufium> which 
•* projected into the (eahalf a league." 

Def. d'Egypte^ p. 127. 

Do£):oF Shaw copying Maillet has adopted his error. 

Niebuhr* who has given an excellent plan of Dami- 
^tt?, alfp, confounds it with the ancient, as the following 
paffage Ihews. *' I find not the lesift trace of the walls 
*^ of Damietta, but the place v/here it is pretended the 
*^ Nile was barred, by a chain, feems vifible. For, on 
** the northern part, within the city, is an old high 
<^ tower; the river, there, is little more than a hui^- 
*^ dred feet wide [he is greatly deceived] and, on the 
*« oppofue fhore, is a like tower, the upper part of 
*' which is now demolifhed." Trawls in Arabia^ Vol L 

Thefc towers, which made him take the modern for 
the ancient Damietta, were built by the Mamiuks, to 
defend the new city. Finding them ufelefs, they have 
demoliihed one, and employed the materials in conftru£^«' 
ing a fmall fort, at the mouth of the river. 

X4 it 
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it forms a femicircle, on the caftern ihore 
of the Nile, two leagues and a half from 
its. mouth. Standing at one end of this 
crefcent, the eye furveys it in its whole 
extent. It contains about eighty thoufancU 
inhabitants, has ft:veral fquares, one of which 
is called Menftiia : Bazards, filled* with mer- 
chandize, okals, or khans, as fpacious as 
thofe of Boulac, under the porticos of which 
are Indian fluffs, filks from Mount Lebanon, 
fal ammoniac, and quantities of rice, befpeak 
it a commercial place. The houfes, efpecially 
near the river, are very high ; mofl of them 
have pleafant faloons, built on the terraces, 
in which charming places, open to every 
wind, the Turk, indolently feated on his f6fa, 
pafTes his life, in fmoaking, viewing the fea, 
bounded by the horizon, the grand lake lying 
on the other fide, and the Nile, which, run- 
ning between the two, traverfes a rich, coun- 
try. Various grand mofques, with high 
minarets, ornament the city. The public baths 
faced with marble, are fimilar to thofe of 
Grand Cairo ; the linen is clean, and the 
water very pure. The heat, and procefs, far 
from injuring, conduces to, and even re- 
eflablifhes, health, when ufed with moderation; 

this 
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this opinion, founded on experience, is general 
in Egypt 5 and the obfervations of feveral 
years, and the aftonifhing efFeds produced by 
thepraftice, have. obliged me to think them 
very falutary. 

Multitudes of boats and fmall veffcls incef- 
•fantly fill the port of Damietta. Some, named 
{herm, ferve to load and unload the Chips, 
that anchor in the road ; others are coafling 
pilot boats. There is a great trade between 
this city and. Syria, Cypiru^, and Marfeilles. 
The rice mezelaoui, the fineft of Egypt,- is 
cultivated in the neighbouring plains, and 
its annual exportation amounts to between 
two and three hundred tboufand pounds. 
There are likewife cloths, fal ammoniac, 
wheat, &c. Laws, ruinous to the country, 
prohibit the exportation of the latter; but 
they are evaded, and it is pafled as rice. The 
chriftians of Aleppo and Damafcus, for many 
Ages eftabliflied here, carry on the principal . 
trade ; they are fuffered to grow rich by 
Turkifh indolence, which contents itfelf with 
occafional extortions. Exportation of rice is 
forbidden; but, by arrangements advantageous 
to the receiver of the cuftoms, the people of 
Provence annually load feveral fhips. The 

bogaz 
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bogaz prevents them from entering the Nile, 
and their cargoes are brought by boats, which 
practice is produ^ive of innumerable vexatioiis 
and abufes. The rice of the befl quality, which 
departs in the evening for the fhip, feldoqn 
arrives there^ but an inferior fort is fubflituted 
daring the nighf. The captains of Mar- 
iHllcs, aware of thefe tricks^ but vn^ible to 
prevent them^ endeavour to rep^l fraud by 
/raud^ and traffic becomes a kind of mutual 
robbery. The thing mod difadvantageous to 
the trade of Damietta is its defedivc bar* 
|)Our ; the road where veiTeis lie being totally 
eicpofed, every galf th^t rifcs the captains are 
obliged to flip their cables, and take refuge 
Jit Cyprus, or keep the open lea. By cutting 
a c^nal of half a l^gue only it would be cafy 
to give (hips free entrance into the Nile^ which 
is deep ; and this flnall expence would rendier 
Damietta a fine harbour : but defpotifm, 
infenfibk to the good of nations, always 
fQarches towards dcftrudion, and has neither 
wiU nor power to create. How ftrange the 
fatality, by which the fineft country on earth 
is become the deftined prey of a few robbcr$, 
who fpoft with pubfic utility and the lives of 
men ! 

The 
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The flip of land where Damietta is boilt^ 
^ut in on one fide by the river^ and on the 
other bj^the lake Menzala, is only from twb 
to fix miles wide eaft and weft. Hivulcts 
interred: it in every diredion, and render it the 
moft fruitful part of Egypt. The rice in 
common yields eighty buflieh for one, and 
other produ£ts are in the fame proportion. 
Here nature, eminently and profufely dif. 
playing her riches and her pomp, prcfents 
the year round flowers, fruits, and harvefts ^ 
She withers not in winter ; (he fades not in 
fiii^mer f She is neither fcorched nor frozen ! 
The thermpmeter only varies from the ninth^ 
degree above freezing to the twenty-fourth; 
(a) which happy temperature Damietta owes 
t# the vaft (quantities of water by which it i« 
Surrounded. The thermometer i}^% twe}v« 
degrees higha at Grand Cairo. Verdure is 
ho where fo frefli as here; trees no where 
lb loaded with fruit. The banks amon^ 
the rice ^elds hear feveral Ipecic? of reeds, 
ibme of which grow very high % atnong them 

(n) According to an c&tire y^ftr's obfenrations, bat 
enly conttmitd xlurifig tbe day^ the £ol4 is not much 
greater at nig^i fer hoBt and fiiov are here unknown. 
^^The autbcr always nuans Rioumur^s thinnaMitir^ T. 

is 
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is the calamus in abundance^ with whkh the 
orientals write. Its fmall flalk bears lopg 
;3arrow leaves^ gracefully pendent^ and pliant 
branches, bedecked with white flowers. There 
have I feen the papyrus in quantities, the 
paper of the ancient Egyptians. This trian- 
gular ru(h, eight or nine feet high, and an 
inch thick, bears a lanigerous tuft. Strabo 
calls it biblus, (bj and defcribes it fo as not 
to be miflAken. The lotus alfo, which the 
Arabs call by the primitive name of nupbar, 
here raifes its proud ftalk above the waters, 
expands its large calix of light azure,, or the 
purcft white, and appears the king rof aquatic 
plants. The inland ponds and canals abound 

(b) The papyrus grows naturally in Lower Egypt j 
I have fben it on the banks of lake Mareotjs ; it is a 
rufli, with a naked ftalk- ten' feet high, bearing a woolly 
tuft. The publicans (receivers of the cufioms) who 
farm this branch of trade, only fu£Fer it to grow in few 
places, that they may raife the price, and thus, injure the 
public good. Strabo, lib. 17. 

The prefent fcarcity of the papyrus in Egypt is owing 
to this avidity of the publicans, and the care with which 
they deftroyed it. I have only feen it round Damietta 
and the lake Menzala ;; and moft travellers,' who have 
not been there, have not mentioned it; fome, lefs dir- 
eumfpeft, have denied its exiftcnce, and propagated fables 
on 'the fubjcft. / . 

with 
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with thisilatcly flower, which yields a moft 
agreeiablc odour. : 

There are many; villages round Damietta ; 
moft of them h^ve manufactories, where, the 
fineft Egyptian cloth is made, particularly 
napkins, muchin requeft, at the ends of which 
are filk-fringe: they are . brought to table, 
cfpecially on vifits of ceremony; the flavc 
prefents one to wip^ the. mouth after drink- 
ing (herbct, (c) or eating confed:ionary, ferved 
on a filv6r plate. Round thefe villages ufu- 
ailly are fmall woods, where the trees, planted 
prbniifcuoully, have an uncommon and pic- 
turefque eiFe<3:. Befide the fycamore and 
gloomy tamarind the elegant caflia grows, 
with cluftering yellow flowers, refembling 
thofe of the cy tifus ; the top of the date, 
loaded, with clufters, lords it above the bower ; 
and near its ihade the citron and orange rife, 

(c) Sherbet comes from the Arabic word Jhorha^ which 
fignifies beverage. It is cbmpofed of lemon juice, fugar, 
and water, in which perfumed pafte is diffolved, made 
from the excellent fruits of Damafcus ; they ufually min- 
gle a little rofe -water. It is a moft. agreeable beverage, 
the neftar of the orientals, and draijk only by the great, 
or people in office. I was feveral times prefented with it 
on my vifits to the governor of Damietta, and drank it 
with pleafure. 

. . or 
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or over the peafant's cottage esctend their gol« 
den fruit. The long leaved banana, thefearlet 
flowered pomegranate, and the fweet fruited 
fig, fcatter charming variety ; often ibaying 
among their meandering paths, (haded on one 
fide by trees, and on the other by clufteriiig 
reeds, impervious to fight, I have unexpe<fbdly 
found myfelf on the banks of the great lake 
Men^ala. Here a difiercnt profpeft roie: 
thoufands of boats were employed in fifhing, 
or fpreading nets, for the innumerable birds 
which hither come in fearch of abundant food, 
and a temperate climate. — I wifh. Sir, to paint 
nature fuch as I have a thoufand times ieeil 
her round Damiettai but I feel myfelf 
unequal to the tafk. Imagine all the delights 
that running brooks and frefh verdure, all the 
odour that ottlnge flowers, all that a mild 
fuavity, a balfamic air, and a mod enchant- 
ing horizon can impart, and you will then 
have but a feeble idea of the fmall flip of 
earth, included between this expanfive lake 
and the ever flowing Nile. 

A mile fouth-wefl: of the town is an orange 
grove, to which the inhabitants refort, where 
the walks are made ftraight^ and this is the 
only place where art has any way aided 

nature; 
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nature ; no where clfe are the trees planted in 
rows : here I almbft daily went> efpecially 
during February, March, and April, when 
the orange is in flower. No Words can 
exprefs the pleafure of breathing the cod and 
perfumed air of thefe delightful (hades. The 
unmutilated trees are above thirty feet high, 
and their intermingled branches, and thifck 
foliage, all in bloom from top to bottom, 
wholly exclude the fun*s rays. Each orange 
tree is a vaft ncrfegay, the flowers of which 
almoft conceal the" leaves, forming together 
the mofl: beauteous canopy ever beheld! 
There is a fmall rivulet befide each row, and 
twice a day a refervoir is opened, by which 
the trees are watered. It is intoxication of 
pleafure to walk here at noon ; and never did 
I fo forcibly feel all the delicious enjoyments 
that odours and aromatics can infpire. Here, 
in thefe hot climates, was I convinced that 
fuchfweets, far from injuring, are evtfa necef- 
fary to health. 

At one end of this walk is a canal, fall of 
the papyrus. Entering, on the left ftands the 
gardener's hut, and a grove of citron and palm- 
-trees, planted fo near each other as fcarcely 

to 
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to grant admiflion. This place, cnclofed by 
ditches and pallifades, is the afylum of myf- 
tery, where the handfomeft of theTurkifli 
women occafionally come to breathe, fay 
they, balfamic fweetnefs beneath thefe (hades, . 
I fhall conclude this letter. Sir, by a ihort 
tale, which will prove that incidents fimilar 
to thofe of the times of Jacob are ftill renewed 
in Egypt. The plains of Syria laft year were 
ravaged by clouds of locufts, which devoured 
the corn to the very root. A famine followed, 
and a farmer near Damafcus felt the efFefts 
of the general diftrefs. To fupply the wants 
of a numerous family, he fold his cattle; 
which refource being foorl exhaufted, the 
unhappy father, wretched at prefent, but fore- 
feeing greater wretchednefs to come, preffed 
by hunger, fold his inftruments of hufban- 
dry at Damafcus. Led by the invifible hand 
of Providence, as formerly Tobias was by the 
angel, while he bargained for corn, lately 
arrived from Damietta, he heard fpeak of the 
fuccefs of Mourad Bey, fdj who had entered 

■^ Grand 

(d) Mourad Bey and Ibrahim Bey have, for feven 
years, been the moft powerul fangiaks of Egypt; both 
being ambitious, they quarrelled, made war, and were 

reconciled. 
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^rand Cairo vidtorious^ and ih triumph; 
The fliape, charadter, and origin^ of the war- 
rior were defcribed» and how he had rifen 
from flavery to power fupremc; The afto- 
niflied farmer found the defcription accorded 
with a fon,^ who had been ftolen from him 
at twelve years old: hope palpitated in 
his heart; he haftened home with his pro^ 
yifions, told his family what he had heard^ 
and determined, immediately, to depart 
for Egypt. His weeping wife and fons 
offered up prayers for his fafe return. 
<joing to the port^of Alexandretta, he em- 
barked there, and came to Damietta* One 
continued fear tormented him ; his fon, 
forfaking the religion of his fathers, had 
embraced Mahometanifm ; and now, fur- 
rounded as he was by fplendor, would he 
acknowledge his parents ? The thought 
lay heavy on his heart; yet, the wifti t« 
fnatch his family from all the horrors of 
famine, the hope of finding a long lamented 

reconciled, becaufe they found themfdves equally ftronj^« 
Mourad Bey at length prevailed ; and, forcing his col- 
league to fly into Upper Egypt, now reigns in Cairo. la 
the courfe of ^thefe letters I ihall trace their charaSers and 
principal aftioijs, which I myfelf have feent 

Vol, I. Y fon, 
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LETTER XXIV. 

On ancient Pelufium^ unknown to modern 
travellers ; Its Jituation^ and decline ; nmtb 
remarks on Farama^ not far from tt^ where 
the Arabs place a tomb, which, probably. 
Is that of Pompey the Great. T'he lake Tants, 
now Menzala, Its Ifles and ancient towns. 
With obfervatlons on Its fijhery, outlets into 
the Mediterranean, and innumerable birds. 

To M. L, M. 

f 

Grand Cairo. 

PeLUSIUM, as I have faid, flood at the 
eaftern extremity of the lake Menzala % its 
name, fignifying mud (e), defcribes its 
marfhy fituation, which, according to Stra- 
bo, (J) was but two miles from the fea. Its 
origin, like that of moft ancient cities of 
Egypt, is too remote to be known ; it flou- 
riflied long before Herodotus, and, being a 
barrier city towards Afia, the Pharoahs made 
it a confiderable fortrefs : one of them raifcd 
a rampart, extending thirty leagues, from its 

(e) nr.Tu/fioi'y means mud : the Arabs *faaf e continuod the 
name^ and called it Thineh, mud* 

(f) Strabo, lib. 17. 

* waUs 
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walls to Heliopolis. Hiftory ftiews us that 
the long wall of China, thofe which the Greek 
emperors built round Coriftantinople, and 
many others, were moft expenfive, but impo- 
tent obftrudions to a warlike people; and 
that, to fecure a (late, warriors are better 
tbaa walls : men are only to be repelled by 
men. The bulwark of Pclufium flopped not 
Cambyfes, who attacked it with a formidable 
army; and the feeble fonof Amafis, not fore- 
feeing the defertion of two hundred thoufand 
Egyptians, who went and founded a colony be- 
yond the c^ataradts, had no force fufficient toop- 
pQfe the torrent which ravaged his kingdom* 
Gambyfes, after a bloody battle, in which his 
enemies were flaughtered, entered Pelufium 
triumphant ; and, from this memorable day, 
which law the defertion of one part of the mili- 
tary of Egypt, and the ruin of the other, we may 
date the fervitude of that rich land, which 
has iince pafled under the yoke of the 
Perfians, Macedonians, Romans, Greeks, 
Arabs, and Turks. A ftate of llavery of 
more than two thoufand years feems to have 
made her chains eternal. 

Herodotus, who was at Pelufium fome years 
after its conqueft by Cambyfes, has a paflaf^ 

Y 3 which 
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which I wuft txDt omit. ^^ I .exaniiined the pWln^ 
*^ where the two armies had fought^ and faw 
<^ it covered with heaps ofhumuan boaes : oa 
^^ the one fide were thofe of thiQ Ferfiansj^ oa 
^< the other thojfe of the Egyptians, the natives 
*^ having carefujly fepArated thcm» after r the 
^^ battle. Were it not for the explanatiaa I 
** received^ there wa^ one fed: wlikh woukl 
'^ have appe^r^ very ai3x)ni(hing. The- thia 
'^ and fragile &ulls. of the Perfians. brpke^ 
'^ when, gently, flru^ witk a ftono ; while 
^^thoie of the Egyptiaos, . thick and xoaip0(^ 
V refilled, the flrokes of the flint. This di^ 
'' fereqqe. of iblidity they attributed to l3b» 
*f cu&pm th? Fediaos have> frQia* jHheip- 
^f in^ncy of wearing tiaras (.cap&) and tiie^ 
*^ cpntrsryone, of the Egyptian^ of fl^viilg' 
M th^ir: children's heads, and leading them* 
*^ bare,, ejqjofiutta the heat of the fijio : whicHf 
*' expl^rjt^Qo appeared fatisfadory /^^^;'* 

The farofi cuftom ftill fubfifts; I haw 
>very wJier^e feen the. children of the^com^ 
men peoplci. wiiether running in* the fidlds^ 
^eoibled: rpund the villages, or fwimming* 
in the waters, with their heads ihavod, and^ 
bare, I^et^ us but imagine the hardnefs 4 

("^J Herodotus, Thalia, 
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ftoU muft aecjuife, thus expofed to the 
icorcbihgiun^ 9nd we ihall not be aftoniihed 
«t! Ac rcrtark of Herodotus, Pclufium paffcd 
ftem thd Peffian dominion ta that ofMox^ 
«fcd^j and the hraVe Antony^ general of the 
faxfc under Gabinius^ took it from his fuo- 
^«ibr8> Rome reftored it to Ptolemy 
Auletcs. . Pompey the greats whofe powc^ 
had re-eftablidied thia young prince on the 
tiifane of Egypt, fought refuge, after the 
fataV battle of PharfaUa, in Peluiium. He 
landed at the entrance of the harbour, and^ 
quitting Cornelia, his wife, and ions, re- 
dtedf from Sophocles, this paf&gB— *^The 
^^free man, ^ho feeks an aiylum in= the coiirt 
** of a king* there, meets flw^ery, and chaiiis/' 
He there met death ! Scarcely hadhe ftepped 
ontflioro before; the rhetoriciail Theodoras; 
a^nfttiverof Ohio, the coUrtier .Septimius, and 
the eunuch Achillas, who commanded the 
troop's, defiroQs of a vi^m for the ponqperor, 
pierced bim with- t&eir fyfotdlS^ S^ing the 
aflaffiris comoji Pompey: hid his' face in hi9 
mantle, and .died like a Roman. His head 
was embalniedi as an offering fot Csfar, and 
his body caft naked on the £hore ! Thus 
was this great man, whofe warlike talents 

Y ^ had 
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had made the Romans free of the (bas, and 
added kingdoms to her empire, bafely flain; 
landing on the territories of a king who 
owed to him his crown! His freedmafl^ 
Philip, favoured by darknefs, coUeded the 
wreck of a boat, and, taking off his mantle to 
in^wrap the melancholy remains of his mafteri 
burnt the body, as was the cuftom. An old 
foldier, who had fervod under Pompey, 
mingling his tears with thofp of Philips 
affiled him in paying thefe lafl; duties to the 
manes of his general. 

Pelufium had often been taken and pil« 
laged in the wars of the Romans, Greeks, 
and Arabs j yet ftill preferved its commerce 
and wealth till the time of the Crufades. 
After taking it by affault, the chriflian princes 
facked it, and no more rifing from* its ruins, 
its inhabitants, as I have faid, removed to 
Damietta. 

Farama, founded by the Arabs, fome-* 
what eaft of Pelufium, fucceeded it, but did 
not long fubfift, for it was ruinous in the 
thirteenth century, Abulfeda, (h) citing 
Ebn Haukal, fays here was the tomb of 

(h) Defcriptici> of Egypt. 

Galen^ 
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<6alen. He » miftsken: this celebrated 
|]^fician was buried at Pergamus, his native 
place ft). The maufoleum Abulfeda men- 
tions muft be that of Pompey, which Pliny 
ptaces fome diflahce from Mtfunt Cafitis fkj. 
Abulfeda adds, citing" Ebri Said, that the 
ifthmus of Suez is only twenty-three leagues 
wide, in this part, and that Amrou intended 
tD'have cut a canal that ihould have com« 
rnunicated with the -two feas, but was pre« 
vented by Omat, who, wanting a 'martnc,^ 
feared to give the Greek (hips a paflage-inta 
his ftatcs. This entcrprize^ though -greats 
would prqbablyr have been executed by the* 
Qian who conquered Egypt, and dug a na- 
vigable canal, from the Nile to^the Red Scft. 

(i) Galen, aftec ftgdying.phyilc at Alexandria, came, at 
the age ofthirty-»four, to Rome, where his learning ai)d" 
talents fdon made him known*. Marcus' Aurelitis, a judge 
cf merit,' appointed him his'phylician, which He after-" 
ward was to t9¥0 of hi^ fucceflbrs. ' Weary <^ the court, 
Galen retired to. Pergamus^ his '.native pUcei;.«where,. 
pailing the remainder of his life in calm philofophy, 
he died, aged fixty-th/ee. ,',.,.' 

(k) Piin. HiftrNait. life* v, cap. i^\ The "rums' of 
Farama are near Mount Cafius, and the tomb men- 
tioned by £bn Haukal fecms to be "that of Fompey, ^ - 

: Leaving 
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Leaving the Pelufidc brMcli^ add pcocde^ 
ing wed ward along the fe^ (Hoce^ we come 
to the Tanitic mouths jR) namttTfroikx Tanisv 
a copfiderable city tniilt on/ an? ifland of rdie 
lake^ and the capital of a- Ndixios^ It fim^ 
ri(hed under Auguftu&s /J J bat Abulfckli 
informs us it was deftr ojFed^ in'hisrtiaQf^ and 
kad become uncultivated aqd fecMcft^ / 

, Several. fiihermen have affiired me^ darii^ 
my ftay at Damiettai.the)9biulie(»i marble 
colunws and ruins of grand edifices in an 
ifland of the lake. : I intended to have vi« 
fited themt but oh acqounfc of tibe great 
erpence of fueh ; a vetyag^e,. ifo purchafing 
permiilion of the govetnoci. and obtaining 
one 0^ bis officers and hma Janil&ries- to ac-^ 
company me^ I was obliged to renounce this 
projed. May fome one richer than myielf, 
or aided by government, fearcli this, grand 
lake, obferve the depth of its jqapuths^ de-i 
fcribe the. antiquities, it contains^ and per^ 
form what no modern travellers have under* 
taken. 

After the Tanitic comes the Mendefiaa 

(/; 5trabo, lib. 17, 

mouthy 
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moQtby to named from the ancient citjr <^ 
Mendes fmj, famous for its temple, and 
tke indecent ceremonies of the goat, the 
origin of which was this, according ta He^ 
rodotua fo/. ^^ Herculea ardently inCreated 
'^ Jupiter would fhew himfelf to him; xiHiich^ 
*^ deaf to hi& prayer, the God refufed; At 
^^ length, overcome by his intelfeeffions/ he 
^^ confented^ on condition it fiioidd be in 
*• the form of a^ goat ; and, covering him« 
^^ ielf with the ^n- of &at animal, he* ajp^ 
^^ peared'to the hefb. The EgyptSaife'to- 
*^ prefenre the memory of tMs ev«it, re^ce^ 
^^ lent Jupiter With the head of a goat; • • • • ; 
^^ When- the facred animal dies, the Nfen- 
^^ defian province obierves^ general moursr- 
*«' ingi"^ Dfeccncy forbids *me to cite ther©^ 
nainder of this pafiage; thofe who defire to^ 
ItoQW how far the phremsy of bigotry may- 
carry an ignorant and fuperfHtious populace 
xn^ confult the original. 

The traveller who would find the ruinr of' 
IVfcndfes mnfti according^ to Herodotus and 
^tvaboji feek them not far from the canal of 

/'m,^ An Egyptian word, flgniiying goat. Herodotus. 
(gj Ifib. ii. 

Achmoun, 
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Achmouiit on the banks of the lake Men« 
zala. 

Before we come to the Phatmetic branchy I^ 
have defcribed a new one on the map, not no- 
ticed by any geographer^ which I pbferved in 
a voyage I made thither when the Nile was 
high. It is about a hundred and fifty feet wide, 
the current tcjjlerably ftrong, but I know not if 
it be deepj, or be not dry a pal-t of tijie year. 
It is a natural channel which the waters of 
the lake have opened into the fea, into- 
which a part of the river might eafily be. 
turned. to give paflage to veffcls. A league^ 
farther is the Phatmetic branch, now that 
of Damietta : here the Delta begins, and. 
cape Bourlos, near the Sebennytic mouth, 
forms the headland. It is terminated by 
the Rofetta, formerly .the Bolbitine branch ; 
and, anciently, extendjcd to the Canopic 
branch, which falls into the fea, near, Abou- 
kir. Thefe are the feven mouths of the Nile, ; 
fung by the Poets (p)^ which one? were all 
navigable, and which only thofe of Rofetta 
and Damietta now are ; feme of them might 

C/jrEt fcptcm gcmini turbant trepidaoftia NUi. Virg. 
Pcrque papyriferi feptcmflua flumina Nilif Ov/V. 

^ again 
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again be Opened, but, in the prcfcnt fccbk 
condition of Egypt, they feena more difpofed 
to fliut than to open their ports to Grangers. 
It remains for me to fay fomething con- 
cerning the great lake, whofe banks we have 
been cc^fting. Strabo f'qj and the Arabian 
writers call it Tanis, after the city of that 
name, it is now named Menzala : its waters 
are foft, in the time of inundation, and be- 
come bracki(h as the river retreats within its 
channel. It wds the fame under the reign 
of the Caliphs. " The Nile overflowing at 
" the fummcr folftice, the canals which 
•* difcharge thcmfelves into the lake Tanis 
•* make the waters foft ; and the reflux of 
" the fea, during winter, renders them fait. 
** There are iflands in the lake, built over 
^* like towns, as Nabli, Touna, Sapinaa, 
•* and HaflTan-Elma, which can only be 
approached by boats.'* (rj A vifit to 



€$ 



(q) Strabo,' lib. 17. 

{rJ Oua bebira Tanis aza amed el Nil & el feif azab 
^laouha* Oua aza gezar fi elcheta ila aouao, el bahr 
rhalebf fe maleh maouha. Oua Bhd, meden metl elge<- 
sair tatheif clbchira, oua hie Nabli, oua 7ouna, oua 
Samnaa, oua Hajprnel ma ; oua tarik ila ouahada xnenha 
cUa beliafea. Gi^pafh.UuhiinJ.fe&.i. 

theft 
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thefe iilesji which no modern tia?dler hit 
examined^ and where manufcripts and an- 
tiquities might be founds feems an ohjeQ: of 
importance. 

About twelve hundred boats^ elch annu* 
ally paying (ix-and-thirty (hillings to the 
receiver of the Pacha, continually fi(h on the 
lake. Among the various fpecies of fifh it 
fupplies, fome are excellent^ fuch as the 
gueyage, the gemal, the Jbur^ip the fole, and 
the gilt-head. The quality of the waters 
gives their fle(h whitenefs^ and delicacy of 
flavour : they are fold in Damietta^ and the 
neighbouring towns ; and in fuch abundance 
that a large folef, or gilt-head, cbfts but two* 
pence. 

The Bourri^ or mullet^ is the mod benefit 
cial of all to the fUhcvmtn, who open the 
females, and take out the roe, of which they 
make boutargue, fs) by falting, and vend 
it through all Egypt. The various outlets of 
the lake to the Nile and Mediterranean being 
full of iflands^ rufhes, infed:s, and herbs, the 
river and fea-fifh fwarm and multiply here 
infinitely; fupplying two thoufand fiflier- 
men, and clouds of birds, widxout apparent 

Cs) They fait the roc, and irj it m the fan ; it it 
fL food well known to the failors of Provence. 

dimi- 
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«iimihution. Nature has done fo much for 
Egypt that the fceUndity of its earth and 
waters is incowc^vable ; wherefore has it ever 
1>eea a irarfing-mother to neighbouring 
nations. Hie waters of die lake are covered 
with wild-geefes ducks» teal, divers, and the 
ibis4 I have killed fcveral of the latter' Ih 
the marflies near Rofetta ; their claws and 
neck are long^ and bodies foiall; alternately 
black and white, and they feed on fifh, frogs, 
and reptiles. . Here alfo are many cormo- 
rants, the grey and the white heron, fnipes; 
rice-hens, cranes, red-flianks, &c. The birds 
which moft attrafl: notice are the filver-fwan; 
proudl)^ fwimming in the waters ; the 
flamingo, with red arid black wings, and 
the ftately pelican; the latter furpaflcs the 
others in its majeftic port, height, and (hape ; 
and, by its white plumage, rivals the fwan in 
beauty. It is feen among the birds that 
croud the lake, rifing above them all, with 
its tufted head, like their monarch. Nature 
has provided it with an exceedingly ftron^ 
beak to overpower large fifli. The Arabs 
have fomid means to tame "and teach it to 
give them the prey. The only pelicin of 
this fpcdtB I few in France was in the Royal 
•' • * Menagery, 
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MeDagery; and^ though long captivity, fUida 
imall extent of water, where the bird coul4 
not difplay itfelf, deprived it of much of its 
beauty^ yet, its proud form and white plu^- 
mage (hewed it ftill to be a moft noble bird» 
I have mentioned fome of the principal 
fpecies of birds that frequent the lake, but the 
variety of their colours, the diverfity of their 
cries, and their prodigious multitudes, I can 
give you no idea of I Far as the eye can reach 
they cover its iapfzce. Every minute innu- 
merable flights deicribe vaft circuits in the 
air, and gently defcend on its bofom ; others 
flying the approach of the fi(hermen,. rife in 
clouds to feek the folltude they love ; here a 
vail family, aHembled in a flock, fwim, 
^LXid there others, rifmg on the wing, bear 
their prey in their beak. The continual mo- 
tion, the vafl of waters, gently ruffled by the 
wind, diftani iflands, brightened by the funr 
beams, boats, cutting the filver waves, banks, 
ihaded by groves, variegated by villages, and 
decked in eternal verdure, all prefent an ever 
changeable, but ever charming profped, which 
I have a hundred times enjoyed with unceafing 
pleafure. 

I have the honour to be, ^c« • 

LET- 
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f^otpedition of Louis IX. to Bg^f^fi pom Jotn^ 

' ^iUe^ afid Arabtun MthoHy h sdejierlt nedf 

^ the Giza of Ddmietta: vidforyi taking of 

'Damkttd: march of the army Up the Nik 

' • io th( canal ofMdnfOurdi attempts to iiroj} 

' it : dangir of the pdfag^i and the vi^ory 

^md defeat which foHowed. Death of thie 

Comft iArtois. taking of Louis IX^ and 

his whdle arnip Maffacre of Touran Shah. 

'■ ^heranfom of the French king: his depart 

ture for Saint John d'Acre^ with a for^ 

trait ^ that monanb. 

To M. L. M* 

Damietta* 

JL iJE RE fend yoU, Sirj the expedition of 
^aint Lours into Egypt, cxtrafted from Join* 
Ville and Arabian authors, and verified on the 
^ot. 

Louis wintered in the ifle of Cyprus With 
inoft of his troops, the remainder was to join 
him at the general rendezvous before Dami- 
ctta. Ht failed on Whitfun-Monday from 
Limazo, accompanied by eighteen hundred 
: VoL.-i. 2 vellHs, 
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vttttls, great and fmall^ the moft formid^-ii: 
ble fquadron the Mediterranean had beheld' 
iince the Perfians. The fea feemed covered, 
with ihips to a vaft extent;, znd, during the 
paflage^ the prince of the Morea and the duke 
of Burgundy joined the royal fleet, which 
in four days anchored in the road of .Dami- 
ctta. NejcmEddin, of the race of the AyQU- 
bites, then governed Egypt and. Syria^ 
Learned in the. trade of arms, by the wars 
he had fuflained againfl the Cru&dtrs, 
Charefmians, and> inhabitants of Damaicus^ 
and the vidories he had gained over tbeie 
enemies, which had confirmed his power,| 
and eflablifhed his authority among the £>1- 
diers ; equally politic and brave, as capable of 
wielding the fceptre as the fwordj himfelf 
dictating orders to his minifters for the inte- 
rior government of his kingdom, and anfwer- 
ing the petitions his fubjedts prefented, while 
he formed the plan of a campaign ; fuch^. 
according to Abulfeda, was the king Louia 
had to combat. When the French monarch 
arrived at the ifle of Cyprus he had quitted 
Syria; and, forefeeing the ftorm, which mei- 
naced the Mahometans, would burft over 
Damietta, had added new fortifications to that 

important 
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important place, ttaving fupplied it with 
a noifaerous gamfdn, provifions, and imple- 
ments of war, proper to fuflain a long fiege, 
he renfiovcd to Achmoun Tanis, to obferve 
the enemy^s motions. Though dangeroufly 
ill, he negleded nothing which might fruf- 
trate their defigns. Facr Eddin was fent with 
a confiderable body of cavalry, to oppofe the 
landing' of the French ^ and, porting himfelf 
near the Giza (t) of Damictta, and the wef- 
tern {hore of the Nile, and the fea, hetherp 
tnight eafily impede their debarkation. 

The Egyptian army, properly drawn up, 
^raiifeenhythc fleet two hundred paces from 
the fliore, With the mingled founds of drums 
and trumpets, colours flying, burnifhed arms, 
refteifting the fun-beams, and a face of 
war, which awed the bold, and terrified the 
timid. The king called his barons to con- 
fult on what was moft expedient, who advifed 
him to wait the coming up of the reft of his 

(t) Giza, as I have faid, fignifies angle, or end. This 
was the moft diftant fuburb of Damietta, built on the 
other fide the Nile. A mount of ftones and rubbifli ftill 
marks its^fcite, facing the fmall village of Efba. The 
bridge to Damietta began here : I have carefully ob- 
ferved thefe places on my various journeys hither, and 
marked them on the map. ^ 

Z 2 ^t\XV^ 
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army before he ventured a defccnt in ^cfeace 
of an enemy fo well intrenched. Louis 
rejeded the pufiUanimous advice, and obferved 
that the road (u) of Damietta was fi> expo&d 
that, lliould a ftorm rife, the fleet would 
cither be difperfed or driven on fhorc : he 
therefore gave orders to land on the morrow 
morning, and commanded an attack on the 
Egyptians, fliould they not refufe to give battle. 
On Friday, the 4th of June, 1249, the 
boats, with the French army, rowed towards 
the fhore ; as they landed the enemy's cavalry 
fell upon them, but the foldiers, fixing their 
bucklers in the fand, and prefenting their 
lances, formed a pointed wall. Their refo- 
lute countenance cooled the Mahometan 
impetuofity, and they only galloped about, 
and threw their javelins. When the king 
faw the royal flandard ercdied on fhore, he 
jumped from his boat into the fea, and, wad- 
ing up to the arm-pits, marched fword in 
hand to the «ncmy. The French, encouraged 
by his prefcnce, ran to the attack, and gained 

(u) The Egyptians had fo flopped up the Nile that 
the French fleet could not enter j and, the road of Dami- 
etta being very dangerous, the determination of Louis 
was equally prudent and brave. 

a blood V 
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a tiloody vidory. Two Emirs were flain ; 
which lofs, and a defcent fo bold, fo terrified 
Facr Eddin that he pafled the night on the 
bridge of Damietta, and haftily fled. A panic 
fear at fight of this feized the garrifon, who 
cowardly abandoned the bulwank of Egypt^ 
and the inhabitants efcaped in the dark* 
The French entered on the morrow without 
oppofition. Thus a city, which, thhty years 
before, fuftaincd a fiege of fifteen months, 
was taken in one day. The French flag was 
difplayed from the towers of Damietta on the 
Sunday, where abundant fl:ore$, and vaft quan- 
titits of arms, were found. The vigors, after 
giving heaven thanks for this fortunate con - 
qucft, deliberated whether they fhould not di- 
redly march for Grand Cairo: this would heve 
been their wifeft courfe, the Nile being low^ 
they would have found fewer impediments; 
but Louis refufed to depart before the arrival * 
of the Comte de Poitiers, his brother, who 
brought the arriere-ban of France. 

The taking this important fortrefs Ipread 
confternation through Grand Cairo, wbofei 
inhabitants imagined the enemy at their 
gates. The Sultan's illnefs increafed their 
terrors; and fo great vvas the alarm that 
the timid fled toward Upper Egypt, whila a 
Z 3 S.w^ 
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few brave men, animated by the love of their 
country, joined the army of Nejem EddiDn 
who, accuflomed to the fortune of war, was 
not difcou raged by this unforefeen accident i 
though he caufed fifty of the principal officerSn 
who had fo difhonourably quitted their pofts^ 
to be beheaded. Facr Eddin he durft not pu- 
ni(h thus, fearing to excite a rebellion in the 
army, where this general was beloved ; bu| 
he fternly reprimanded him, and, removing 
to Manfoura, he was adivc in putting it into 
a ftate of defence, at which the whole army 
laboured. Fixing his camp between the canal 
of Achmoun and this town, be refolved to 
wait for the enemy in a poft fo advantageouSji 
and prevent their pafEng the river; mean* 
time he fent fome fquadrons of light horie 
to harafs the French in their camp. 

The critical moment was loft in waiting 
for the Comte de Poitiers, by which the 
Egyptians profited, fortifying themfelves, an4 
aflembling their forces. Their panic over, 
they fkirmifhed round the French camp, 
which the Arabs entered in the dark, making 
fome prifoners, and liaughtering thofe they 
could not carry off. The lord de Cour- 
cenay was thus t)eheaded, aft^r they had kii- 

lc4 
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ted the centinel before his tent. The king 
then encompaffed the camp by a deep foff6, 
and made the archers mount guard at night. 
The favourable fcaft^n for marching up the 
country was wafted, and the fwclling of the 
Nile daily filled the canials which interfered 
the plain, and rendered the march of an army 
difficult, in face of an enemy who might 
impede them at every ftep. The Legate, 
according to the cuftom of the age, ordered 
proccffibns to haften the arrival of the Comte 
de Poitiers, three fucceffive Saturdays, from 
Damietta to the fea. They were very pom- 
pous, the king and the lords walking 
in themL The prince at length arrived, at 
which the camp rejoiced. As foon as he had 
landed, Louis alTembled his barons, to advife 
on dieir future proceedings; opinions were 
divided ; the Comte Peter of Britanny, and 
moft of the lords, held it beft to go, immedi^ 
atcly, and befiege Alexandria, one of the keys 
q{ Egypt. They obferved this city had an 
excellent harbour, where the. fleet might 
winter in fecurity, and the army, while con- 
quering the country, might, by this meam|^ 
receive the'provifions and* fuccour it fhomd 
seed J adding that, the (hips neither being 
Z 4 ablt 
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.?ible to enter the NDe nor rcmaia. in th« 
road, the French would be in danger of 
perifliing by fanain?, flaould any naisfortunc 
J)cfaU thenni. Thefe were weighty lealbos i 
but the Comte d'Artois thought differently^ 
and faid^ he who would kiU the ierpent 
(hould crufh his head i and therefore it was 
t)e(l (o march imtpediately for the cafAtal; 
Louis, rejc(fling the advice of his barons^ 
followed that of his brother, forgetting the 
pbflacles he had (p encounter, and departure 
>vas refolvfd op. 

Ncjen) Eddin died the 22d of November^ 
of an abfcefs in the lungs, in the flower of 
his age. The Sultana Chegeret Eddour, 
whofe genius was fuperior to her fex, in- 
ilead qf finking under the misfortune, em- 
ployed herfelf in faying the ftate. Sending 
for Facr Eddin, general of the army, and 
the eunuch, Pgemal Ed^ip, who poflefTed 
great authority, fhe intreated th$m to aid 
her in the goyernmcnt, and kpep the Sultan's 
death fecret till ^hc arriyal of her fon Touran 
Shah, who was in Diar Bekir, and to whom 
couriers were difpatched. fiufinefs was tranf*^ 
»^cd, and orders were fent through Egypt, 
iti the Sultan's namp^.as if hp bad flillbeea 

. livings 
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ll^g; which policy kept the troops frorn 
dcfpondency, and, by concealing the lofs of 
Nejem Eddin from the enemy, prevented 
them from profiting by fo favourable a cir- 
cumilance. At the beginning of advent, th^ 
French army (x) left the plains of Damietta, 
and on the 7th of December encamped at 
Farefcour^ v^^here it remained to dam up a 
canal which ran from the river to the lake 
Menzala.. This they eafily accompliflied, 
becaufe they raifed their mound at its mouth. 
Facr Eddin fent five hundred horfe, vrell 
mounted, to difpute the paflage of the river, 
wbp pofted themfelves on the oppofite fhorc. 
Spite of their bold countenance, the Templars 
croflTed firft ; qnd, the king having forbid them 
to attack the enemy, formed their ranks. 
This caution emboldened the Arabs, who 
conftrued it into fear, and attacking the Tern- 

(x)\A^cx\z\^ vrho generally agrees with Joinville, fixes, 
Kke him, the departure of the French in th^ month of 
December,* but attributes it to the hews of the Sultan's 
death; whereas, it is certain, from Joinville, the French 
flid not hear of it till they encamped near Manfoura, and 
that the arrival of the Comtc de Poitiers was the reafon. 
of this daring and dangerous march during the inunda* 
\{^Ti. Thus hiftorians, reciting fa£ts, are often miftaken 
If) their cauieSf . 

plars 
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plars furioufly, (lew one of thofc "brave war^ 
riorsj befide Renaut de Bichiers> their mar* 
jQhal. Indignant at the fights and incapable of 
reftraining his ardour, he exclaimed, ** Upon 
^^ them, in the name of God ; I can bear no 
^* more/' The whole corps immediately was 
in motion^ and fell on the Egyptians, whoie 
ranks, unable to fuftain the fhock, were 
broken; part of them were flain, and the 
yeft driven into the river, where they perifbed* 
T^is fuccefs unfortunately encouraged di(^ 
obedience, which , occafioned all the confe* 
quent difgr^ce of the French. 

The army, encamped, the fame day at 
Sherimfah, a village not far diftant, without 
ynoleilation from the enemy ; its march wat 
ilow, becaufe arms of the river, or large 
rivulets, were continually to be dammed up* 
It next encamped at Baramouh, and did not 
appear at Manfoura till the 19th of Decern-* 
ber. Between the town and the French wa« 
the canal of Achmoun, which muft be 
pafled to attack the enemy, entrenched on 
the oppofite fide ; fyj and in order to gain 
poiTefiion of this important place. A fl t 

. (y) In the map accompanyixig the fine edition of 
Joinville, printed at the Louvre, by order ^f the king, 

tbc 
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A fleet of large boats accompanied the 

army, which it plentifully fupplied^ They 

fought by land and water. The canal of 

Achmoun is as wide as the Saone, and much 

deeper: its banks in general are fteep, and 

itwasimpoffible to pafs it by fwimming in 

face of the whole fprce of Egypt. They, 

therefore, determined to throw up a mound ; 

and baliftae, and other machines, proper to 

throw ftoncs, were erefted, as were two 

wooden towers, with covered galleries, to 

proteft the workmen ; but, inftead of begin* 

nin^ at the mouth of the canal, as at Fareicour, 

they went half a league below, which ren? 

dered their enterprizcimpofllble; for, as th^ 

advanced, the Egyptians made deep cuttf» 

which, fuddenly bearing the waters againft 

the mound, deftroyed, in a moment, the wor^ 

of feveral weeks. 111 fuccefs did not deter 

the engineers^ who obilinately continued the 

plan they began with. While the work was 

purfued with zeal, Facr Eddin, fecretly, laad-> 

?d troops at Sherimfah, who ^nejcpe^edly 

the canal of Achmoun is placed beyond Manfoura, con- 
trary to truth) and hiftory. The French rauft have 
come from Upper Egypt to bcfiege this town^ if fyi or 
$be^ Wpuld aot have met with this canadx^ their paflage. 

attacked 
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attacked the camp, and occafioned fbm6 
diforder. Joinville, who, with the Templars, 
guarded the Damietta fide, haflily armed, and 
repelled the enemy. This induced Louis to 
cut a fofle from the canal of Achmoun to 
the Nile, which gave fccurity to the campi- 

The fruitlefs labours of the mound were 
continued. The enemy, grown bold, afecond 
time attacked the canip, and, after an obfti- 
natc fight, were repelled, with' lofs, by the 
Comte d'Anjou. They then fell on the pirt 
defended by the Comte de Poitiers, but a 
vigorous refiftance again obliged them ttt 
retire. Notwithftanding thefe rcpulfes the 
Arab horfe continually fkirted the army, and 
feized on all ftragglers. The imprafticablc 
mound was not completed; the Egyptians 
(howered ftones on the workmen, and gave 
ilill ' greater annoyance by the greek-fire, 
which they feveral times caft, and burnt the 
towers and galleries, in defiance of the efForts 
of the French. Joinville, who was on guard 
one night al the mound, gives a terrifying 
defcription of the greek- fire. ** The fire they 
** caft was as large as a tun, with along burn-** 
" ing tail ; its noife in the air was like* 
•^ thunder, and it feemed a flying dragon. 

"The 



V The light it gave was fo great that I could 
<' iee throughout the camp as clearly as. in 
?* open day/' This artificial fire confuijaed 
the body on which it felU without a^ pofli- 
bility of its being extinguiflied; .yet the 
burning, the towers; and. galleries mftde them 
not abandon an illrCcJliceived projed. Wood 
was cjollcdted, from the boats, to build new 
livorks, which underwent the like fate, < in 
fpite of the valour of the French. This laft 
piisfortune fpread defolation through the 
camp, and all hope of pad^ng the canal was 
given up. While they deliberated on return- 
ing to Damietta, the conftable, Hymbert de 
Beaujeu, came to tell the king a Bedaouin (zj 
had promifed to difcover a ford, if they would 
give him five hundred befans of gold. Louis 
^onfented; the ford was found; and the 
Duke of Burgundy was left to g^ard the camp, 
while the king and his three brothers went 
to combat the Egyptians. On the 8th of 
February, 1250, the French cavalry, guided 
by the Bedaouin, aiTembled, by day-break, 
before the ford, two leagues diftant from the 
Nile, and, entering the waters, which were 

(z) Bedaouin comes from Bedaoui, inhabitant of the 
Defert : the wandering Arabs are fo called^ 

dee^, 
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(kw the error^ and profited by it like an AlB 
general, rallying the ftigitiyes^ afiembling the 
flower of the Egyptian cavalry, and throwing 
himfelf between the city and the main body 
of the French to prevent all communication^ 
While he fought divided troops^ and flopped 
the paiTage of Louis the Comte de Pbitiera 
and the Comte d'Anjou, the Egyptians, ani^ 
mated by his example, took courage^ and 
attacked the. too hafty cavaliers> who wer« 
combating in the narrow ftreets of Manfbtira« 
They were excellently feconded by the inha* 

ceeding to the throne o( Egypt, foon ifter, ihftead pf bit 
brother, Melec Eladal Self Eddin, he beftowed many 
favours on them, and raifed them to the firft employments. 
Quitting the caftle of Salah Eddin, the formed refidencc 
of the Sultans, to inhabit that he had built in the ifle of 
Raouda, oppoilte Old Cairo, he appointed his favourite 
llaves to guard it i and, as the Arabs call great rivers 
Bahar, or Tea, they took the name of Baharites, or mari- 
time. Having affaiSnated Touran Shah, the laft of th<S 
family of the Ayoubitcs, they reigned over Egypt and 
Syria a hundred and thirty-fix years, and had twenty* 
feven kings* They were Turks, ox'iginally, bought ot 
Syrian merchants, by Ncjem Eddin, and were dethroned^ 
in their turn, by the Mamluks, or Circai&anL flaves, iii 
the year 784 of the Hegyra, who formed a new dynafty, 
which continued till the conqueft of Egypt by Selim, in 
the year 923 of the Hegyra* 

bitants^ 
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^6ir ronk^ the Templars fpurred their horfe^^ 
and gallopped toward the enemy. Terrified 
at this unforefeen attack, the Egyptians fled 
on all fides, abandoning their camp i whil» 
thefc brave, but imprudent, cavaliers, Vam 
quifhingall who refifted, came to Martfoura, 
forced one of the gates> and entered the cityl 
Facr Eddin, who was then at the bath, fcarc* 
had time to drefs bimfelf and mount k 
horfe, without faddle or bridle. Collcdting 
fomc of bis flavcs to oppofe the torrent, he 
and they were flain* . So fudden was the 
attack, and the rout fo rapid, that the 
Comte d'Artois and the Templars were iii 
Manfoura before a part of the army had 
pafled the ford. Had the troops been all 
united, and the victors fuftained, the defeat 
would have been general, and Manfoura, and, 
perhaps, all Egypt, conquered. But there 
was a fpace of two leagues between the van 
and the rear of the French army* . Bibars 
Elbondoux Pari, chief of the Baharites, fij 

faw 
\^^ 

{I) Nejem Eddin had befxeged Napoli, a town in 
Syria, where, bis troops flying, the Baharite flaves fufr 
tained the fhocic 6f the enemy, and gave the prince time 
to cfcapc. Xhis fervice gained his confidence, and, fuc- 

ceeding 
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(kw the error^ and profited by it like an ^18 
general, rallying the fug^tives^ afiembling the 
flower of the Egyptian cavalry, and throwing 
himfelf between the city and the main body 
of the French to prevent all communication^ 
While he fought divided troops^ and flopped 
the paiTage of Louis the Comte de Pbitiera 
and the Comte d'Anjou, the Egyptians, ani^ 
mated by his example, took courage^ and 
attacked the. too hafty cavaliers> who wer« 
combating in the narrow ftreets of Manfbura« 
They were excellently feconded by the inba* 

ceeding to the throne o( Egypt) foon ^fcer, ihftead pf bit 
brother, Melec Eladal Self Eddin, he beftowed many 
favours on theni) and raifed them to the firft employments. 
Quitting the caftle of Salah Eddin, the formei* refidencc 
of the Sultans, to inhabit that he had built in the ifle of 
Raouda, oppoflte Old Cairo, he appointed his favourite 
llaves to guard it ; and, as the Arabs call great rivers 
Bahar, or Tea, they took the name of Baharites, or mari- 
time. Having affaiSnated Touraii Shah, the laft of th6 
family of the Ayoubitcs, they reigned over Egypt iuid 
Syria a hundred and thirty-fix years, and had twenty* 
feven kings* They were Turks, ox'igtnally, bought ot 
Syrian merchants, by Nejem Eddin, and were dethroned^ 
in their turn, by the Mamluks, or Circaffiaa flaves, iii 
the year 784 of the Hegyra, who formed a new dynafty, 
which continued till the conqueft of Egypt by Selim, in 
the year 923 of the Hegyra* 

bitantei 
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Mfcinti who flioWercd ftones on them from 
the tops of their houfcs. The French funk 
tinder rfie genctal affault ; two thirds of the 
Temrphrs, and near three hundrid knight^ 
pcifHhcd ; the Comte d'Artois, rftcr perform* 
fegf- wonders, fdl, covered With wounds, 
VdSid&z heap of dead, an ufthapjl^y victim to hrs 
dWndifobediencebf orders: with him' fell mod 
<i(F- his officers. Joinvillc, arid fcveral hrave 
knights, t6ok reftige in ah old houfe, valor- 
oufly defending ihcmfelves ^gainft hofts of 
cn«nies, hut With little hopcf of' elcaping 
death, moft of them being dangeroufly wound-^ 
cd. In this extreme peril, Erart de Severey, 
whd had been tut in the face with a fabre, 
And bled cxceffively, faid, " Knights, if you 
^* will fhield the memory of mc and my 
•^ defcendants from all blame, I will go and 
** demand aid from the Comted'Anjou, whom 
^* I perceive yondcfr in the plain.'* All ap- 
plauding his refohition, he mounted his horfe^ 
^^dlopcd through fquadrons of the enemy^ 
and came to the prince ; who, hearing the 
news he brought, went to the relief of Join- 
vflle and the reft* Thus were they indebted 
for life to this gentkman ; who, almoft dying, 
dreaded a diCbonourable grave for having 
Vol. L a a abandoned 
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abandoned his companions^ though it was 
only to bring them fuccour. . 

The corps which the king commanded 
advanced on the plain, and fuflained every 
attack of the Turkifti and Arab, cavalry. 
Mounted on a noble horfe .he appeared a 
Hero amidd his fquadrons ;/ his helmet, was 
jgilt with gold, his fword was German, .and 
his arms highly burniflied ; his fortitude,; foir 
the carnage was great, infpired valour. The ' 
armies were fo clofely engaged they, could 
only ufe the mace, the battle-ax, and fa^irc. 
While he found employment for the. bcft of 
the enemy's horfe, John de Valeri , ^dvifcd . 
him to turn to the right, tovvard the river, 
tliat he might be fuftained by the Duke of 
Burgundy, and not furrounded, which coun- 
fel his generals approved. The officer who 
bore the Royal Standard received orders ac- 
cordingly ; this movement expofed the ad- 
vanced troops, and fcarcely had they retreated 
a ftep before the Comte de Poitiers, and thci 
. Duke of Flanders, fent to tell the king they 
were loft, if he did not face about and give 
them time to join him. He halted, and, juft 
then, Hymbert de Beaujeu came to inform 
him the Comte d'Artois, encompaifed by 

enemiesr 
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enemies/ ilill defended himfelf in a houfe of 
M^mfotira, but that his death was certain, if 
not diroftly relieved. Tell him, faid the mo- 
jiardh, I ^follow you, and, inftantly> the con- 
ftadble, Joinville, and fome cavaliers,, left the 
coain; body> ^nd bafieShed toward the city. ' 
Scarcely had they proceeded a- quarter of a 
league 'befbra. a large, corps of^he enemy^ 
coming between. them and the king, prevent- 
ed him fcom advabcing, and Joinville, feeing 
it impoffible to join the main body, or gain 
Maiifoura,. wl^rc/the-TurKa were vidorious, 
propofed to the conftable^ to poft themfelvcs 
on a bridge over' a large rivulet, and prevent 
the enemy from attacking the French in the 
Fear'. The offer was accepted, and fix cava- 
liers undertook to keep the pafs. Mean time, 
the different . corps . ^f the chriftian army, 
divided and furrounded by the mahometans, 
were vigoroufly driven . back, toward the 
canal ; a great number of cavaliers, thinking 
all was loft, haftily threw themfelves in, but 
their, fatigued horfes could not gain the oppo- 
fite (hore, and,, in a moment, the waters were 
qovered . with arms ^nd drowning men. 
The king fawhis life in danger; abandoned 
by his troops, fix Turks, .f(yzing his horfe's 
A a 2 bridle. 
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bridle, were leading him prifoncr ; l^ut; with 
unfliaken fortitude, collec^iog all his flrtegtfa^ 
and ufing his excellent arms with agility 
and addrefs, he, alone, vanqui(hed his fix 
enemies. This heroic adtion flopped the 
fugitives ; afhamed to fbrfake a king, who 
fo bravely defended himfelfj his kfii|^cs 
crowded round him, and, as if the! prodigy 
they had beheld had given them new powers^ 
furioufly renewed the combat, and repelled 
the vidlors. ... .;:: ;» 

Joinville and Hymbert, who ftillkqtf their 
poft, faw the Comte Peter of BriCanny 
coming; fronx Manfoura, his face covered 
with blood» heading a fquadron in which botk 
officers and foldiers were moft of them dan- 
geroufly wounded, and purfued full fpeed by 
the Turks. The conftable and his fmaU 
troop flew to their fupport, and robbed the 
enemy of their prize. Joinville invited the 
Comte de.SoiiTons, his. kiniinan, tojftay.and 
^uard the bridge with him, and prevent the: 
mahometans from taking the Freinch in 
the rear. This brave knight accepted the 
offer, and Hymbert^ feeing them deter- 
mined to guard this important poll:, went 
for a reinforcement. . Peter de Neville> 'fur- 
named 
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named Cayet, joined them ; and thefe three 
knights, their lances in the re(^, and co- 
wing themfelves with their jfhj^lds, defend- 
ed tho^ paffi^ againfl: every attack. Two of 
dK. valiant guards of the king, named WiU 
iiam de Boon and John de Gomaches, kept 
befisre them^ nor could the Turks make 
them retreat a ftep. The arms of thefe 
generous waniors were ftuck with darts. 
Peter dc Neville received a blow on the 
head from a mace ; Joinville was wounded 
by five javelins, and his horfe by fifteen* 
While thus expofed to a thoufand perils, 
the Comte de SoiHbns, incapable of fear, 
pleafantly faid to Joinville, ** The hallooing 
♦• of this mob, Senefchal, is fine fport; 
** by god's quoif (it was his ufual oath) 
** we'll talk of this day in our ladies cham- 
<* hers/' Gallantry we find always acc9m- 
panied French valor. 

The GonftaWe kept his word with the 
heroes of the bridge ; brought them fuccour 
toward the evening, and drove off the ene- 
my. They then joined the king, who, as 
well as his foldiers, had fought all day, with* 
out eating. Night coming on,, both armies 
retired. The Sieur de Chatillon commanded 
^ A a 3 the 
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the rear guard, and part of the French ar-* 
my, mafters of the Egyptian camp and their 
war machines, there pafTed the night. The 
other part, under the Duke of Burgun^ 
dy, was encamped north of the canal. The 
Comte d'Artois and many a lord loft their 
lives on this day, which had feen the taking 
of Manfoura, and the total defeat of the 
Egyptians, had the attack by the French been 
general, as the Arab writers themfelves eon- 
fefs (c). But, unfortunately, the King's 
orders having been difrefpcdled, the French 
were divided, and the addrefs of Bibars pre- 
vented them froni re-uniting. While guards 
ing the bridge, Joinville fays he faw many 
a pretty gentleman flying, full fpeed, whom 
no calling could flop : but that Guipn de 
Malvoifin, with a company of knights, his 
kinfnien, and the Cqmte Peter of Britsnny, 
returned glorioufly, and honourably, fronts 
Manfoura, where they had fignalized thei^: 
courage. 

^rJMacrizi, who h^s well defcribid the expedition 
of Louis, owns Manfoura were loft, and the Mahome- 
tans totally defeated, had the French attacked in % 
l^ody, ^nd not by divifions. 

On 
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On the morning of that mcmcy^ble' day, 
they had flown.a pjg?on, (dj 'itorn Man-^ 
foura, to qarry the hews, to Grand Cairo, 
of the death of Facr :Eddin, and the flight 
of the Egyptians. The Jettier fpread con- 
fternation, which the. fugitives augment- 
ed : the gates of the city were open all 
night for their reception; but, on the mor-: 
row, another pigeon informed them of the 
fuccefs of Bibars, and the Baharites. Glad* 
nefs fucceeded forrow, the citizens congratu- 
lated each other in the (Ireets, and public, 
rejoicings were made. > . - 

The enemy were armed by fun rifing, and 
made an irruption into the camp to regain, their 
machines frpm the French. The attack was 
on the fide guarded by Joinville, who, hear- 
ing theory, to arms, rofe; but ;he and his 
fbldiers were fo ftifF with their wounds they 
could neither wear helmet -nor cuirafs* They 

(d) This cuftom, which long fubfifted in the eaft, 
is now loft ; though, not long fince, the merchants of 
Syria ufed thus to inform their correfpondents of the 
arrival of (hips at the port of Alexandria, whence, 
letting a pigeon fly, the news reached Aleppo in five 
or fix hours. The Caliphs had eftablifhcd this rapid 
^ mode of intelligence from Cairo to Bagdad. 

A a 4 marched. 
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marched, however, to the enemy, whoj hz^ 
Ting fiDrced the van guard, were near ieizkig 
their baliftr. The king fent a reinforce* 
ment, under de Chatillon, and the Egyp^ 
tdans were driven beyond the pallifades. 
Eight Turks, at fome diflance, well armed, 
intrenched behind a mount of (tones, and 
fnftained by a body of cavalry, £hot their ran- 
dom arrows iti to the camp, and wounded many 
of the folios. Joinville was reiblved to 
attack them, during the night, and deftfoy 
their intrenchment ; but John de Vaffey, 
one of his pricfls, had left patience -, he put 
on an iron helmet, and a cuirafs, and, taking 
fi large f(:ym}tar under his arm, walked to^- 
ward them. They paid Uttle attention at 
the fight of a (ingle man, and he infenfibly 
approached ; when near enough^ he drew 
his fcymitar, ran upon them, and, with bis 
two handed ftrokcs, put all the eight to- 
night, which valorous adion rendered ,hinj 
famous throughout the army. 

Touran Shah arrived, and the Sultana^, 
whofe fruitful genius had found rcfources,- 
and held the reins of government in times fo 
difficult, remitted them to the new Sultan, 
Vvho camp tp M^nfoura, appeared at the 

head 
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liead tiS kk troop^^ and (hewed them the 
coat oS mail of the Cornfe d'Artois, affirm* 
ing it was that of the King. ^* Brave 
«» muflUImen, added he, the enemy have 
<^ loft their *hief^ redouble your efforts, 
*^ they cannot withftand your valour : let 
*' U9 make a general afTault to-morrow, force 
** their camp, and exterminate thcfe French 
*' from the earth/' The foldiers loudly 
applauded, and prepwed to do thetf duty: 
Louis, infomied by his ^ies of the rnedi- 
tated attack, commanded each chief, at 
day-break, to difpofe bis battalions, in 
good order, behind the pallifade of flakes 
they had fixed to prevent the enemy's ca« 
yalry from penetrating the campi which 
orders were obeyed. At fun-rifing, the 
Sultan was feen, on a ftately fteed, ranging 
his troops from the canal of Achmoun to 
the river, the cavalry in the van, the in- 
fantry ia the rear, and ilrengthening his 
lines, in proportion to the enemies he had 
to face. His troops thus prepared, he dif* 
played his colours, about noon, and founded 
the charge (a feaiful and confufed noiie of 
drums and trumpets) and the Egyptian army 
ilflaUed the Fienct^ on all 0des. The Comte 

d'Anjou^ 
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d'Anjou^ dt the front of the camp, next 
Manfoura, was the firft attacked. The foot 
advanced, and, having thrown their g^eek- 
lire, the horfe fucceeded, and, forcing a- way 
with their fabres, entered the ixitrenchmentsy 
Moft of the French cavalry were difmountei 
ftt the battle of Mabfoufa, and. the prkco 
fought on foot with his foldiers. The num- 
ber of the enemy, their fupcriority as ca-^ 
valry, and the dreadful artificial fire they 
employed, thre<v Hii' battalion into diforder, 
and, ipite of his valour, he was in danger of 
being taken or killed. This news being 
brought the King, he flew to refcue his 
brother with what cavaliers he had, and 
penetrated fo far into the croud that his 
horfe's bridle was covered with the greek- 
fire, and himfelf in danger of being burnt. 
The Egyptians, however, could not ftand 
the (hock of the King and his generous 
knights, but retreated in diforder. 

Next the Comte d'Anjou were the cru- 
faders, commanded by Guy d'Ibelin, and 
Baldwin his brother, near whom was Walter 
de Chatillon, at the head of his fquidron. 
Thefe two corps, full of brave knights, and 

excellent 
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excellent cavalry, repelled every affault, and 
remained firm, not receding a ftep. 

William :dc Sonnac, grand mafter of the 
Tcmplarsi having before loft moft of his 
knights, fortified that : part of the camp he 
guarded with a double pallifade, to which 
the Egyptians fet fire, and, rufliing through 
the flames, aflailed him with fury. The 
valorous Templars, though covered with 
darts and arrows, formed an impenetrable 
rampart, and their grand mafter, who had 
loft an eye, at Manfoura, received a wound 
in the other of which he died. Joinville 
aflerts that behind the ground they occupied 
was a large fpace fo covered with javelins 
as to hide the furface. 

Guion de Malvoifin, who commanded a bat- 
talion near the Templars, defended himfelf 
fo well that the enemy could gain no advan- 
tage; but the brave chief was n^ar being 
confumedby the greek-fire. 

Comte William of Flanders and his forces 
extended along the river : he boldly received 
the Egyptians, repelled them furioufly, put 
all to flight who oppofed him, and killed t 
great number, Walter de la Horgne here ' 

fi|[nalized 
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fignalized his courage by high deeds of arms. 
The Comte de Poitiers was next in order i 
but, having only infantry, his troops were 
broken^ the camp penetrated, and the prince 
ieized. The women and butchers, feeing 
him led prifoner, began to (bout, armed them* 
felves with hatchets, fell upon the victors, 
drove them from the entrenchments, and 
recovered the king's brother. 

Joccrant de Brancion, one of the moft 
valiant knights in the French army, defended 
that part of the camp next the canal : his 
foldiers were all on foot, he alone on horfe- 
biick. The Arabs, feveral times, broke his 
ranks, but the brave Brancion, with fabre in 
hand, continually rallied his men and rcpulfed 
them. He and his foldiers, however, mufl; 
have fallen, had not Henry de Brienne, from 
the Duke of Burgundy's camp, annoyed the 
enemy with bis crofs-bow men, over the 
canal, every time they renewed the attack. 
Dc Brancion had been in fix-and-thirty com- 
bats and battles, where he had always borno 
away the prize, and on this day, not the 
inofl: inglorious of his life, received a great 
! number of wounds of which he died. 

Night 
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Night ^parated the combatants^ and, oa 
the morrow, the King aflembled his Barons tQ 
confole them for their lo^fes, $uid excite coo* 
ftancy. " Gentlemtn," faid h*, ^* let ust xet^ra 
f< Heaven thanks, and take courage: we have 
** pailed the canal, drivea. the enemy ftom 
^^ their canap, and, without Cavalry, bppoied 
f* the whole po.wer of the Sultan/' Dif- 
couraged. by refiftani^e fo pbftinate, Touran 
Shah, 10 £a<3;, defpaired of forcing the 
FreiQch camp, and determined to ftarvc 
them. Their army /was abundantly fiip- 
plied by the.provifions coUed;ed at Daml« 
etta, which were brought to them by the 
fmall ileet they had on the river, and the. 
Sultan properly judged that, could he i^ut 
oflF the communication . between the iamp 
and Damietta, he might: conquer thoie by ^ 
famine which he could not :by force. Every 
means accordingly were employed; a great 
number of boats was aflSmbled, unrigged, 
tranfported on the backs pf camels n^ar the 
canal of Mehaila(^^y/, and concealed in a proper 

place 

f^J We learn from Abulfeda there were fcveral 
towns and villages io' Egypt called Mdialla 1 the place 
here meant is three leagues below Manfoura, where 

there 
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place for an ambufcade. The French fleet 
unfofpedingly was, as ufual^ bringing pro<^ 
vifions, when, approaching the ifle where 
the Sultan's gallies were hidden, the Egyp* 
tians fuddenly appeared/ furprized «heir ene* 
mieij, attacked them furiouflyy furrounded 
thenx, killed about a thoufand ' foldiers,- and 
took fifty large loaded boats. The ^Egyptiariirf 
thus become mafters of the rivef,-^ there was 
no longer any commmiication between the 
camp and Damietta ; and fcarcity food fuc* 
ceeded, with difeafe, its dreadfur attendant; 
The Wounded, wanting nutrin^ent, perifhed, 
and the dead bodies, floating on the river 
and the canal, corrupted Uhe air,- a de- 
flruftive epidemic malady ravaged the army, 
and few of thofe who were attacked efcaped 
death. Their fle{h dried on, their bones, 
their livid fkin was fpotted black, and their 

there is a fmall canal, the mouth of which is hidden 
by an ifle, which feems a proper place for an ambuf- 
cade. In the edition of Joinville printed at the Louvre, 
a note is cited, in which Macrizi mentions Mehalla, 
and they have erroneoufly fuppofed he meant Mehalla 
Kebira, capital of one of the provinces of the Delta, 
and fix leagues above Manfoura. The French muft 
have had their provifions from Upper Egypt, could a 
fleet at this place have intercepted their convoy. 

gums 
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gums wctcfo prodigioufly fwelled they could 
tajce no food lill the excrcfcept flefli was cut 
iiway, AJl. who under went this opcrationfhrkk- 
e^ mpft laoxeajtably. ! Such was the condition 
of an arroy: lately fo.flouri/htng. The Arabian 
authors rjagree.;with Joittville in giviqg^ a 
jegrifying .description of; the deplorable' ftattJ 
of.thQ F?^\ph> . eocompafled by enemies, and 
fjrey?d-:Oft Ijyi.ftll, the horrors -of famine and 

- ;T)^ f eni^i^ing VieMs:' from Damietta^ on 
|he^7th:pf(^;JiF<}hji256, niadca new attempt 
to bring /ftjppAies . to the arniy, but were all 
tajcen^ exc^l^t one^ belonging tbthe Comte 
<rf Flanders,; which fa valiantly defended 
itfelfi* jthaf [it forced its way to the camp, 
where it brought, the news . of the defeat of 
the two fljeets, dnd theimpoflibility of re- 
ceiving foccour -from Damietta while the 
gallie$ of .the enemy fwarmed on the rivers 
This add^d to t}^e cbnftemation and afflictions 
of the French; and Louis, aftqr advifing 
>vith his Barons^/ rcfolved. to retreat over a 
wpoden bridge they had thrown ^crofs thd 
canal, and join the Duke of Burgundy. 
That jhe enemy might not; profit by this 
[ motion, 
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ihotton, a ^all wa&t!hrowh Qpr; &tfie dillair>ce 
from . the bridge, : behind . wKicIi the troopi 
filed Off^ The bagg^ went fitiflr/ thed ch6 
King and ^his coifps; De' <i3i^i)h)n tom« 
manded the rear.guardy and'ubtt ^hol« 
Egypltin army fell- iipon hinoi i ;; but f)^il? 
kn^ettiofity was impelled Ijy ■ iJie ; firmnfcfl 
with . which they« were received : ' enemy 
however fuoceeded. enemy, •an^i a 'part of 
the army, preffed between the wall and t!*e 
can^d;^' : . and aflaoltcd with - ihe- • greek*fire 
and: javelins, was in ihe^utihoft^^j^erih- ,Th4 
vaJonr . of the. Ccmite d'Anj<» , fsTcd themi 
and repnifcd. the Egyptians^ '<5e«ffrey d* 
MHfleobpurg,. who fou^t by hl« fid^, diP* 
tingtti^ed hbnfelf . hy heroic -Aetds; ahd^nra^ 

Tited .4bjB palni cf . that day.- /^f 

The Frtach, encamped behind the ^casual 
of Achmoun, weiie in iafety from^ the fword^ 
bpt not from contagion 2(nd famine, to which 
Louis, as well as his foldiers, was ihb^dted. 
The camp daily became a. vaft ccmeteryi 
whie»s^ death feleded his vidims. A truce 
now ftoly could fave the rcmaim? of the army, 
and thh was jpropoted to the S,ultan : minilP^ 
ters w&e. mistuaily apjpointed^ and the French 

king 
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kiftg dfFcred to reftoit Damictta, (f) on Con- 
dition that the knights of JeJrufalcm fhould be 
reinflated in the places they had loft in Syria/ 
The parties not agreeing, the conferences 
were broken oiF, and the French had but one 
refource, which was to gain Damiettai. It 
was determined to fly, on Tuefday night, the 

(f) The Crufadcrs attacked DamieUa in the year 
I2i8t >nd took it, after a iiege of iixteen months. 
Sultan ^Melek Elmakel retreated, two days iliarch from 
the city, and encamped at the angle formed by the 
canal of * AchmoUn and the Nile, where Manfoura was 
built. The Crufaders followed, and encamped on 
the oppofite bank, facing the £g«)rptians, who . in- 
tercepted the communication between the. European 
army and Damletta, and the latter offered to reftore the 
city, OQ condition Jerufalem^ Afcalon, and Tiberius 
were ceded to them, which propofal was reje^ed. The 
Sultan made a cut from the Nile, then at its greateft 
height, and inundated the enemies camp, fo that they 
were up to the middle in Water, and, had it not been 
for a caufeway, muft have been all drowned. Mclek 
then threw bridges over the canal of Achmoun, and 
fent troops, who feized the mound, and the Crufaders, 
burning their tents, and war machines, would have 
returned to Damietta, but found it impoffible. They 
then dffered to reftore the city; and peace was con- 
cluded, on that condition, in 1221.— Thus far Ma- 
crizi in his biftory of the Arab dynaftics. Loi^is, en- 
camped in the fame place, offered the feme conditions, 
but was not equally fortunate. 

Vol. I. B b 5th 
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5th of April ; and the king commanded hts 
brothers ^nd the engineers to cut the cables 
which held the bridge over the canal of Ach«- 
moun. When it was dark> the troops began 
to file off toward Damietta^ and thofe whom 
difeafe prevented from walking or nding 
defcended the river in boats, among whom 
was Joinville. Louis, though weakened by 
a dyfcntery, would neither fbriake his troopa 
nor be the firft in flight; on the cohtraiy, hfc 
kept with the fear-guard^ commanded by de 
Chatillon; Geoffry de Sergines, of dl his 
officers, was the only one who refufed to 
abandon him in this dangeiiOus pioft. At 
day-break, the Egyptians perceiving theikthj 
had decamped, hotly purfued. Notwithftand^ 
ing the pofitive orders of the king) the bridge 
had not been deftroyed, but they paiftd it; 
and the cavalry, full gallop, came up with 
the French at Farefcour. The rear-guard 
was firft attacked, where Gcoffry de Scrgines 
moft intrepidly defended his king, admirably 
wielding his mace and fword, and repelling 
aiiailants. He led him into a hou& in tht 
village, were fatigue and difeafe made him 
faint in the arms of a tradefwoman of Paris 1 
recovering, he had the confolation to learn 

that 
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tha^ ^ttte five khights alTembled roUfld h|s 
f/6tht>, defended him yallantly agaihft th? 
Sultanas forces, fighting defperatcly at the 
entrance of the village, where the French, 
infpired by the hope of faving a king thoy 
a^bred, . did wonders, and difputcd for vic- 
tory. (^^J Amtdft the cohflid^, i traitor, 
named Marcel, callfed, with a loud voice, 
** Knights, th* k?ng commands yoti to yield ; 
** lei him hot perifh by your dbftinacy.*' 
liearing this, they laid dowii their arms, and 
thfc king, his brothet-s, ahd tji* whole army, 
ivere taken priibners. Walter de Chatillon 
had alone defehded a flreet Ugaiiltt a hofl of 
ibes; completely armed, and well mounted* 
wiih a mofi tremendous fWord, as the Egyp- 
tliMis appeared, he flew to the rencounter, 
crying, Chatillon ! Knight ! Where are my 
felavti men ? and yanqtiifhing thofe that faced 
him, turned about to attack the aflailants in 
the rear. After killing a great number of 

(g) TJic Arab authors agree with Joinvtlle, the King, 
by flying firft, might have efcaped to Daaiietta, but> 
though this would have been moft prudent, the gene* 
rous prince refufed to leave fo many brave men expofed 
to the enem^, and his courage made choice of the moft 
dJWgcrojUi pkJft* 

B b 2 enemies. 
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enemies, planted with arrows, exhaufted by 
fatigue, he fell, and they cut oflF his head. 
The king and the prifoncrs were conducted to 
Manfoura, nor had thofe in the boats a better 
fate; they fell into the enemy's hands, who 
forced fome of them intoi the river. Joinvillc 
efcaped death by a kind of miracle, being fo 
feeble he could fcarcely ftand upright. They 
were going to behead him, had not a generous 
Arab, pitying his fate, taken him in his arms, 
and exclaimed, with all his force. He is the 
king's coufin. This faved his life, and he, 
with many more lords, were taken to Man- 
foura. Ralph de Wanon, who was in the 
fame boat, bad been hamftrung in a former 
battle, and could not fland : an old Arab had 
companion on him, and aflifted him in all the 
wants of nature. 

Touran Shah fent fifty robes to the king and 
his lords, who put them on, except Louis, 
who refufed, haughtily, faying he was fove- 
reign of a kingdom as great as Egypt, and it 
was derogatory for him to appear cloathed in 
the robes of another monarch. The Sultan 
invited him to a banquet he had prepared, 
but, equally inflexible, he let them underftand 
he perceived the Sultan's aim in this politc- 

nefs. 
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nefs, and the defire he had to exhibit him 
to his army. 

Ten thoufand French were in chains. 
Their number embarraffed Touran Shah, 
and the barbarian, nightly, had four 
or five hundred taken from prifon, all of 
whom were beheaded, who refufed to em- 
brace Mahometanifm, by Seif Eddin, the 
cruel minifter of his vengeance. Peter of 
Britanny was appointed to treat of the releafe 
of Louis and the prifoners. The Egyptians 
required them to reftore Damietta, and the 
places. they held in Syria; the latter article 
was rejeAed. The Mahometans broke off 
the treaty, and, endeavouring to efFcft their 
purpofe by fear, fent armed men where the 
king and his brothers were guarded, who, 
flourifliing their fabres, threatened to ftrike off 
their heads. Finding thefe menaces inefFcc* 
tual, and that nothing could induce a king 
whofe foul was fuperior to adverfity to com- 
mit an adt of injuftice, the negociation was 
renewed. The Egyptians demanded 100,000 
befans (about 20,000 1.) and to have Damietta 
reftored for the deliverance of the king and 
prifoners ; to which Louis confented, provided 
his queen fhould approve the treaty. The 
B b 3 MahomeUti^ 
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^lahorpetanj^appearing furprizedatth^s<5}auf|5^ 
he added, the queen is my miftrefs, withqu{ 
whofe confent I will do nothing* . Teyraa 
Shahji aftonifbed the king fo readily fhftuld; 
grant a fun? fo confiderable, wifliipg to feem 
generous, declared he would remit a dhik part 
of the ra^nfom, and the parties ^grfed, and their 
oatl^s mutually exchtan^pc}, the SulSaP comr 
mandcd theni tp pv;t the king ^q^..j>fif9aer$ 
on board four great veffels, an4 ^aj&^ them.to 

Damietta, 

., - ^ » ■ • - • - 

While the articles were prispapfljgi Joinvillc 
and f^yera) Lords, impri£bned in %'d^nt t^n%^ 
iaw a popupany of youth, arnied wi^b feyme-f 
tars, headed by an old man, cfatisr; whom^. 
knowing the nightly executioifts, they fup- 
pofed the minifters of death. Tha old niaa 
aflced them, in a grave voice, whether they 
believed God had died and rifen again for 
them. Tbey anfwered in the affirnaatiYp,^ 
Then be not difcou raged, replied this grave 
perfonagc, remember your fu|FeringB for him. 
equal not what he fuffered for you, and if hg. 
^ad the power to rife from the dead he will 
deliver you when he fhall think fit. So fay-s-. 
$ng he retired, impreffing their mijids with: 
gftpftifhinciit, apd reviving hqpe in their 

hearts. 
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hearts. Soon after they learnt the treaty was 
concluded which reftored them to freedom. 

Touran Shah had brought with him, from 
Dlar Bekir, fome half a hundred courtiers, 
who had gained his confidence ; and the be- 
ginning of his reign was fignalized by th« 
degradation of his father's fervants, and the 
rife of his favourites. The former had fuc- 
ceflively arrived at their offices and dignities 
by real fervices, and were fuddehly ftripped^ 
that thefe new intruders might occupy the 
ni6ft important pofts. The grandees and 
officers of the army were difgufted at th« 
injuftice ; but the bad policy of the Sultan 
did not ftop here ; he was indebted for the 
vidory at Manfoura, and the defeat of the 
French, to the valour of the Baharites. Far 
from rewarding, and thus gaining the affec- 
tion of a corps Nejam Eddin had formed^ 
formidable for its valpur and power, he took 
their employments from them, and gave 
them to underftand they fliould be difbanded. 
Such imprudence did but excite their indig- 
nation : hate brooded in the heart, and venge- 
ance only waited for a pretext, which the 
Sultan foon gave them. During the negoci- 
ations, he had retired to Farefcour, the 
B b 4 theatre 
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theatre of his vidory, where a wcx>den tqwer 
was ercdlcd on the bank of the river^ together 
with magnificent tents; an4 here he en- 
camped, waiting the r^floration of Damietta. 
Intoxicated by fuccef? apd flattery, be in^ 
dulg?d in debauchery, ancj every kind of 
voluptuoufqefs. Gold glides like water fron^ 
the hand$ pf fugh a king : . his expences be^ 
came exceflive, and ^P f^pp^y ^i^ pleafures, 
he demanded reftitqtioa of his father's trca- 
furcs of the Sultana Chegeret J^ddpiir, \yith 
threats, if not immediately Jatisfied. This 
ambitious woman faw the fall pf herfelf or 
the tyrant inevitable, went to the phi?f qf 
the Baharites, enumerated the fervices fhe 
had rendered the ftate in its day of diflrefs, 
the efteem in which flip held th^t corps, and 
the ingratitude of Topran Sh^h, epding by 
imploring their protedtipn againft a king who 
hgd vowed implacable hatred tp the friends 
of Ncjam Eddiq. This was fuffifient to 
rouze the vengeance of the Baharit?s, to 
which they were but top mu^h inclined^ 
She wa§ promifed redrefs, and the death of 
the Sultan fwofn. The very fame day, BIt 
bars, having feduced his attendants, enterpd 
his tent, v^rhile he wa§ at table, madp a 

Aroke 
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ftroke at him with a fabrc, which would 
have cloven his fkuU ad he not parried 
it with his hand ; his fingers were cut ofFf 
and he haftily fled, purfued by the aflaflins> 
into the tower on the bank of the Nile, 
and fljut the door. The French, then, 
proceeding to Damietta, having flopped at 
this place, were witnefTes of a moft fhocking 
fcene. The murderers, finding they could 
npt gain admiffion, fet fire to the tower. In 
yain did Touran Shah cry he would abdicate 
the throne, and only require to return to 
Diar Bekir; they were deaf to his inter- 
ceflions and groans ; furrounded by the flames, 
he }eaped from the top of the tower, but, a 
nail catching his mantle, he remained fuf* 
pended ; the barbarians fell upon him, hacked 
him with their fabres, and caft him into 
the river, n^ar the boat in which Joinville 
was. This horrid tranfadiion pafled in fight 
of the Egyptian army, who made not a 
fingle effort to fave their king, fo highly 
were they irritated by his imprudence. Thus 
miferably peri(hed the laft Sultan of the fa- 
mily of the Ayoubites, cflablifhed in Egypt 
by Salah Eddin. 
After the m^fTacre the Sultana was de- 
clared^ 
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clared Queen ; the firft Have who reigned over 
Egypt during the reign of the Arabs. Some 
fay (he was a Turk, others an Armenian j (he 
had been bought by Nejem Eddin whpm 
flie fo captivated, that he never fuffcrcd her 
to be fVom him, but took her to his wars; 
Money was coined in her name, alid Emi# 
Azed Eddin Aibah, the Turcoman, was 
named Generaliflimo (i). * 

{%) The Sultana efpourecf him after (he had reigned 
three months, and ditrefted herfelf of fovereign power 
in his favour. He wsu the iirft Suhan of the d]rna% 
of. 9^^iteG^ After reigning (even years, &e, p|^i>. 
cciving he was tired of enjoying the title of King, 
only, while fhe had. the authority, and that he was 
inclined t6 other amours, had him af^^ted, though^ 
ta^yleafe her, be had divorced a wife whom be loved* 
Nour £ddin, the (on pf this unha|][py wife, conceived 
% violent hatred againft the Sultana, bribed her wom^n 
^o murdef her, and her corpfe, thrown naked into a 
ditchi retrained three days unburied, but at lafi was 
entombed in the fepulchre ihe had prepai^d. Nour 
Eddin, the fecond Baharite Sultan, was aflaiSnated in 
two ye^stime, and fucceeded by Bibars, who reigned^ 
glorioufly, feventeen years. The lajft of the Baharites 
who reigned in Egypt, Ilhref Hadge, voluntarily ab- 
dicated royalty. Barkouk, fucceeding him, began the 
dynafty of the Mamhiks, or Circai&an flaves, wha, 
under two-and-twenty kings, gQYcrned Egypt \%\ 
years. Thoman Bgr was the laflr, wiioip Scli^ caufcd* 
$o be hung under one of the gates of Cairo. 

The 
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The affaflins entered the (hips that con- 
tained the French prifoncrs, and he who 
had ended Touran Shah, with his hand ftiU 
rcieking with blood, faid to Louis, What 
wilt thod give me for having rid thee of 
thy en«Hy I The king made no reply. Se- 
vcra;l of thefe wretches leapt fabre in hand 
on board the galley where Jdinville was and 
naany Lords, and, flourifliing their weaponsi 
threatened to ftwke ofF their heads. The 
tragedy they had beheld had terrified thefe 
brave knights, and, not lefs pious than va- 
liant, thinking all was over, fell on their 
knees before a Trinitarian friar, and, all to-^ 
gether, began to eonfefs their fins. The croud 
being great, and the prieft unable to hear 
them all at once, Guy dTbelin, conftabl? 
of Cyprus, confeflfed to Jdinville, who re- 
plied with admirable naivete. According to 
the pov^er God has given me I give thee 
abfolution. Bayard, thus, the knight, with- 
out fear or reproach, mortally wounded, con^ 
fefied himfelf under an oak to his iquire^ 
Thefe Lords, however, were only thrown 
pell-mell into the hold, where, difeafed as. 
they were, they paflTed a miferable night, ii^ 
expedatlon of an end more mifcrable ; for 
they firmly believed they w^rc oaly to bt, 
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releafed from their dungeon to bd put to 
death. Abou Ali being named to treat 
with the King of France^ after many debates 
they renewed their former agreement, and it 
was ftipulated that, before leaving the Nile, 
Louis fhould pay eight hundred pounds to- 
wards the ranfom, evacuate Damietta, and 
difcharge the remaining fum in the city of 
St. John d'Acre. Oaths were mutually ex- 
changed, and the French Lords taken from 
their captivity, and, once more, allowed to 
hope their misfortunes would have an end. 

The difgrace of the King and army reached 
the Queen, and overwhelmed her with af- 
fliction. She was pregnant, and the news 
was brought three days before delivery. Her 
terrified fancy pidlured the enemy at the 
gates of Damietta, where (he had been left. 
She faw them enter the city with fire and 
fword, and her agitations became fo violent 
that it was thought (he wbuld have expired. 
A knight, eighty years of age, who devoted 
himfelf to her fervice, left her neither day 
nor night. The wretched Queen ftarted in 
her fleep, imagining the barbarians were 
forcing her apartment, and the old knight, 
who held her hand while (he flept, clafping 
it, then faid. Fear nothing, Madam, you 
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are fafe. She had not flept a moment^ again, 
before flie awoke, flirieking* and he again 
endeavoured to ^ppeafe her fears. That (he 
might rid hcrfelf of thefe dreadful ideas, 
the queen commanded all to leave her cham- 
ber, except her guardian ; then, falling on 
her knees to him, (he faid, " Promifc me, 
•* knight, to grant the favour I fhall re- 
•* queft," he promifed, and {he centinued. 
** I conjure you, by the faith you have 
*** fworn, fhould the Saracens take the city, 
** you virill cut off my head before I fall 
** into their hands." " Madam," replied 
the knight, '• this, be certain, I fhall wil- 
" lingly perform ; I had indeed thought on 
f * the fubjedt, and was refolved rather to 
" take your life than fuffer them to feize 
*• your perfon." This promife gave tran- 
quillity to the Queen, and the day after 
this affeding fcene fhe was delivered of a 
fon, named John Triftan, (the forrowful) 
alluding to the unhappy times in which he 
was born. The fame day they informed 
her the Genoefe, the Pifans, who were in 
the pay of France, and the townfmen, in- 
tended to fly from Damietta. She fcnt for 
the principal of them to her bedfide, and, 

weeping, 
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weeping, faid, " For the love of God^ gen- 
** tlemen, do not abandon the cltyi it will 
/« be the deftruflion of the King and th^ 
«* whok army 5 have pity on the infant you 
" fee lying befide me/' They replied, they 
muft die of hunger ; and fhe, immediately 
ordered all the provifions in the city to be 
purchafed and fent them, faying they fliould 
be maintained at the King's expenae. Th«8 
(he faved Damietta, the lafl refource of tl^ 
French. 

The (hips in which Louis and the other 
prifoners were, being come near the bridga 
of Damietta, the King fent for the Queen 
and Prince(res on board. On the appointed 
day, all the French quitted the city, and em-* 
barked in various (hips, and the Egyptians 
with them, who, being drunk, inhumanly 
killed the (ick/ whom their treaty obliged 
them to take care of till they came to St* 
John d'Acre. This by no means befpoke up^ 
right intentions, on their part, and, in faft, 
a violent difpute had arifen among them- 
felves; the one part infifting on murdering 
the King, and all the^ prifoners, and the 
other in keeping their ftipulatiwis; ad* 
ding, that (hould the Egyptiails thus vio^ 

late 
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late tfeeijr oaths they would be held the moffc 
inlkmous people on earlhu. The conteft in- 
creafedi and they were a whole day in doubt. 
Mean time the veffels in which the unhappy 
captives^ were had been fcnt a league above 
Damietta, nor were they left ignorant that 
they were intended to be ndalTacred. At laft, 
Aibah, the Turcoman^ hoping to divide the 
remainder of the ranfom which was to be 
paid at St, John d'Acre with the Baharites, 
/^i^ drew his fabre, and fwore he never would 
fufFer the faith of treaties thus to be violated. 
This terminated the difference, and they 
agreed to reftore the French to freedom. 
While the Egyptians meditated this abomi- 
nable adt, the King was in high wrath againft 
a Lord, who told him, that, in paying the 
promifcd fum, they had beea wronged of four 
hundred pounds, which the king ordered to 
be reftored them, although they had already 
failed in a part of their engagements. At 

(k) According to the Arab hiflorians, the fear, only, 
of lofing the ranfom preferred the King and all the 
prifoners : the barbarians, who fo lately had drenched 
their hands in the blood of their Sultan, would not 
have fpared one of their enemies, had not their intereft 
•ppofed their cruelty. 

length. 
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length, every thing being fettled, the King, 
his brothers, and Queen, embarked for St. 
John d'Acre, in 1250, eleven months and 
ibme days after the taking of that city. 

Gemel Eddin, an Arab hiftorian, gives the 
following portrait of Louis. " The King 
•• pofleflcd a fine perfon, underftanding, for- 
•• titude, and religion. His good qualities 
•• attradled the veneration of the Chriftians, 
•• who had great confidence in him : hi might 
** have efcaped from the Egyptians by flight, 
•• either on horfeback or in a boat, but the 
•* generous king never would abandon his 
•* army." 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

This work was publifhed at two difFerent times, and 
in three volumes, the firft of which ended here, except 
a fhort letter, expreffive of the author's hopes and fears 
concerning the fuccefs of his work. This is omitted, as 
likewife is the beginning of the next letter, being only 
a (hort complimentary introdudion to the fecond vo- 
lume, neither neceffary nor interefting, which might 
ctonfufe, but could not inform the reader. An interval 
of fome months elapfed between writing of this and the 
following letter, during which the author returned to 
Grand Cairo. T.- 
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LETTER XXVI. 

From Old Cairo to TCamieh: Leave F oft at 
in the month of November^ the Mofque 
Atar Ennabi defcribed^ and refleSlions 
on the pilgrimages made thither. State 
of the plain of Egypt at this feafon of the 
year: comparifons between the pyramids ^ 
the tomb of Maufoleus^ and the Moral of 
Otaheite. Details on the plain of Mummies^ 
the flints of Egypt and the Dachhour or 
Acanthos. Arrival at Hamieh in the pro-- 
vince ofFayoum. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

TT is now November, and the favourable 
feafon to vifit the Said (a) ; the heat is 
temperate, and the flooded canals permit us 
to vifit the inland country by water. Em* 
bark we, therefore, on this river, which, with 
its multiplied branches, for the fpace of two 

a) All Upper Egypt from Old Cairo to Affouan, or 
Syenei is called Said by the Arabs. 

Vol. I. C c hundred 
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hundred leagues, fertilizes that valley where 
the wife and the great have, for three thou- 
fand years, gpoc to a4nHre the, ruvis of a peo- 
ple who everted every faculty to make their 
works immortal. / 

Wc leave Old Cairo, the north wind drives 
us rapidly againd the curreilt, the waters have 
receded, from the hills, but the low parts are 
ftill inundated, though the majeftic Nile, 
filently, and gently^ keeps retiring^; yerdure 
and harveft follow his footfteps, and in- 
ccflantly fpring where he fa lately trod. 
Here cucumbers and water melons arc plant- 
ed, and there the plough lightly farrows the 
furface, ca61y drawn by oxen, under the care 
of a fingle man. Dourra and com already 
cover the high lands. 

We are now paffing Jeziret Dahab, the 
gold^u. ifle> 2L meadow abounding in cattle, 
on which is, a. fmall villagjeu Qjo. oiv left 
we leave the grapd n^ofqus, Atar; Ennajb^jj buil^ 
on. the hmk of tl^ft river,, miK:h,frecyiente4- 
by the inhabitants of C^iroi^ and; the objc^-; 
of a famous pilgrimage. It. cpntains s^^ftooe^ 
on, which theMuffulmeobdUeve. thi?-; nwH?^. 
of the feet of Mahomet are impreffed j for 
this rcafon they call it Ater Ennabi, the 

veftigp 
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V^ige of the prophet. The officiating Sheik 
takes care to encourage this pious faith^ and 
to publifti the miracles performed ; for, as his 
wealth wholly centers in this relic, he pre- 
ferves it as a thing moft precious, and covers 
*it with a fumptuous veil, which he lifts up 
for devotees, from whom he expedls a fmall 
prefent. The following account I had from 
a Lady of Cairo, the wife of a French mer^ 
chant (b)^ who has lived forty years ill 

Egypt- 

** I had often heard of Atar Ennabi, and 
** its miracles ; and was defirous to fee this? 
•* famous ftone. My drefs, exadly tefem^ 
<* bling that of the Turkifli womeil, made 
** me fuppofed one of them ; and I went to 
•* the mofque at an hour when there were 
•^ not many people. I rcquefted the Sheik to> 
•* (hew me the relic, and twox Turkifh wo- 
•* men, of confequence, entering at the fame 
•* time, teftificd the like dcfire. He uncovered 
•* it, and, after burning fome rich perfumes, 
•* and reciting paflages from the Coran, 
*^ faid. Behold that facred mark ! Wonder 

{h) M. Maynard, whofe probity and knowledge have 
gained him' the cfte^m of the French, Copts, Turks, 
and Arabs* 

C C 2 ^* at 
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•* at the footftep of the greateft of prophcfsi 
"of Mahomet! The Turkifli women rc- 
** peated, with cnthufiafm, yes, it is indeed 
" the footftep of Mahomet^ the greateft of 
** prophets ! For my own part, I aflure you^ 
** notwithftanding the moft fcrupulous at- 
** tention, I faw nothing but a fmooth ftone, 
" well perfumed, on which I could difcover 
*' neither traces of a foot nor any thing fimi- 
*-* lar." How ftrange is the credulity of 
man, which enflaves his reafon, and makes 
him fee, feel, and hear what never exift- 
cd ! Thus, M. Tournefort, being prefent 
when a tomb was opened in one of the 
Archipelago ifles, in which the people were 
convinced they ftiould find a Vampyre, faw 
only a livid corpfe, half worm-eaten ; while 
the Greeks perceived an entire body of pure 
flefh and blood, which,- according to them,' 
had not the leaft ofFenfive fmell. 

Norden, in his delightful views of Egypt, 
has well depided the mofque of Atar En- 
nabi and its environs, but was deceived in 
placing Memphis at Giza, though he ought' 
not to be therefore reproached, for he him- 
felf confefles he doubts this was not the real 
fcite of that ancient city, which I imagine I. 

have 
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have perfeftly determined, in the preceding let- 
ters ; nor (hould I again have mentioned that 
error, into which feveral travellers have fallen, 
did I not fear others might likewife be de- 
ceived. Thus mifled, the learned Jablonfki, 
(c) vainly, has employed all his fagacity to 
difcover what he fuppofed to be truth. 

At fome diftance from Atar Ennabi, afmall 
village is feen, through the tufted date trees, 
where the Turks have a mofque, and the Copts 
a convent, named Der Ettin, the monaftery of 
the figs ; no doubt, becaufe this fruit is there 
abundant. There are two fpecies ; the firfl: 
grows on the very branches of thefycamore, but 
is dry, and little efteemed j the latter, the fame 
that is cultivated in France, is juicy, fweet, 
and of an exquifite flavour. On the eaftern 
bank are villages, built on the top of artifi- 
cial mounts, to which the men and cattle 
retire during the inundation. Lucerne, fowa 
as the Nile withdraws its waters, already 
forms a verdant zone around thefe fmall ifles. 
Wandering Arab tribes have pitched their 
tents on the fide of fandy hills, to profit 

(c) This falfe pofition of Memphis induced him, alfo, 
to affirm the temple of Serapis was ere(5lcd in the ifle 
of Raouda, which is another error. 

C C 3 by 
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by the river, and purcbafed, during fbme 
months, the right to fend their cattle to 
graze in meadows which they forfajcc, when 
the pafturage fails, A^artyrs to that liberty 
they p^ionately love^ thefe unconqucrabb 
people prefer the horrors of the defert to 
^11 the advantages , of fociety, fly the very 
ihadow of ilavery, and, ever on their guard 
againd tyranny, on the leafl diflatisfadioni 
ftrike their tents, pack them upon their ca* 
piels, ravage the open country, and, laden 
with booty, hide themfelves among burning 
fands, whither they cannot be purfued, and 
which they only dare inhabit. The fcourge 
of Egypt, which they regard a|s their patri- 
jnony, they are the irreconcilable enemies pf 
the Turks, who fear and abhor them fej. 

Faffing thq village of Boufir, we are pppo?- 
pofite the grand pyramids, which rife fi>f 
hundred perpendicular feet high, and, as 
pur boat follows the windings of the river, 
their fummits .defcribe fegments pf circles iti 
the hpri^on. With what majefty do thefe 
mountains of pjan rile to the regions pf air J. 

(e) This hatred gave birth to the French expreflion, 
Tr^itfT jfielqu'un de Tare <z Mare : that is to fay, >vit|>: 
^t rigour of ;i Turk tp)vards i^l Afab. 

Awful 
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Awful m their age, how often has the rifing 
filti chlighVeried them, 'fcorched their tjurning 
fides at noon, and gilded them as he fet. 
T)arihg how many ages have they, keeping 
pdce with the inconceivably fwiFt motion of 
the earth, annually encircJtd this grand lu- 
iriinary ! Man then has conftrudted durable 
scdifices, iand thefe edifices arc tombs ! Some 
authoris, iniaginirig the daniage occaiioned by 
violently opening the grand pyramid was the 
effedl of time, have calculated how many 
ages they may ftill endure ; but, the princi- 
pliB being falfe, they are infinitely (hort of 
the truth. To me it fcems impoflible to fay 
when they fhall ceafe to be. Thousands ojf 
ages hence, if undifturbed by any grand re- 
volution in the earth, travellers, from en- 
lightened nations, fhall go to admire thefe 
vaft monuments, and fay Europe fcarcely 
had a few favages fcattered over her forefts 
when a learned nation erefted thefe fupcrb 
maufbleums, toward the four cardinal points 
of heaven, as monuments of its piety, and 
aftronomical knowledge! 

Melons, peculiar to Egypt, named Abd 

Hellaoui, theflaveof mildnefs, are cultivated 

in the neighbouring villages : firm and brit- 

C c 4 tie, 
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tic, like the apple, though lefs fweet than 
othe/ melons, they are preferred, becaufc, 
during the heats, they are very agreeable, 
nutritive, and healthy. Here, alfo, is a fpe- 
cies of lettuce, with large, fmooth, and high 
leaves, much eftegmed : v^hole fields are co- 
vered v^ith them, being eaten in prodigious 
quantities, and their feed ufed to make oil, 
Hamlets are feen on the right and left, as 
we advance, whofe inhabitants are tilling 
the land, which, in four months, will yield 
them abundant returns. The village of Ha- 
louan appears on the eaftern bank, furround- 
cd by date-trees, where the Mekias was 
when the Arabs ' conquered Egypt, Mem- 
phis flood on the oppofite fhore, where, pre- 
ferving its name, the village of Menph now 
flands* Strabo, Pliny, and Abulfeda have 
defcribed its ruins, and put this beyond doubt* 
Here, ftilJ^ are he^ps of rubbifti ; but the co- 
lumns and remarkable ftones the Arabs have 
tranfported to Cairo, and placed them, with«» 
out tafte or order, in their buildings and 
mofques. This city extended almoft to Sac- 
cara, and was nearly furrounded by lakes, 
which flill in part fubfift; thefc were crof- 
fed tp bear the dead tp the fepulchres of their 

father$i 
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fathers. Their tombs, dug in the rpck, and 
clofed by a ftone of proportionate fize, were 
covered with fand ; and thefe bodies, embalm- 
ed with fuch care, preferved with fo much 
refpedt, the inhabitants of Saccara drag from 
their refting place, and, (hamelefs, fellLthem 
to foreigners. This is the plain of mummies; 
and here is the well of birds, which is de- 
fcended by the aid of a rope : it leads into 
fubterranean galleries, filled with earthern 
veflels, which contain the fapred birds. They 
are feldom found whole, becaufe the Arabs 
break them to fearch for idols of gold. They 
ijever take travellers to the places where they 
have found the moft precious things, but 
carefully clofe them, and have fecret paflages, 
by which they defcend. The duke de Chaul- 
nes, when travelling in Egypt, penetrated far 
into thefe labyrinths ; fometimes on his 
knees, and, at others, crawling. Preinftru(9:ed, 
by the Honorable Wortley Montague, he care- 
fully vifited Egypt, and came to one of thefe 
palTages, which was clofed, at the entran^ce, 
by branches of the date-tree, interwoven, and 
covered with fand, where he obferved hiero- 
glyphics, in relief, executed with the utmoft 
pcrfeiSion : but his offers could not prevail 

OQ 
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^n them ^ther to let him take cafts eft 
drawings, of the figures (/)• The Duke 
thinks thefe hieroglyphics, fo highly finWhed 
AS to give a perfcfl: image of the objefks they 
reprcfcnt, might become a key to thofe the 
iimple outlined of which are only traced, 
and form a kind of alphabet, to that unin- 
telligible tortgue. Be this as it may, I (hall 
propofe rtieans, in a letter pn that fubjed, to 
Mtempt the explanation of thefe myfterious 
chard6leri5, and read, on Egyptian monu- 
Clients, the moft ancient hiftory of the world. 
Along the mountains which bound Sac- 
cara, on the weft, are feveral pyramids, the 
]argeft of which feqm as high as thofe of 
Giiba. Indulge me in fome refldftions, which 
obtrude themfelves upon my mind, at the 
fight of edifices that attfatft and fix my at- 
tention. Did thefe maufoleums originate in 
the pride of the Pharaohs ; and muft we at- 
tribute their conftrudiion to vanity ? So 
various writers have thought. But leave we 
an opinion, which has no origin in the hu- 
man heart. Kings build not palaces to in- 
habit when dead. A more imperious fen- 

(f) Metnoire fur les hieroglyphcs du puits de Saccara, 
par M. le Due de Chaulnes. 

fation. 
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fation, a fear of the future, a perfaafioil of 
what «muft happen after life, induced them 
to raife thefe magnificent tombs ("gj. Reli- 
gion taught them that, fo long as their bodies 
were prefcrvcd from corruption, their fouls 
would not forfake them ; and that, in three 
thoufand years, they fhould be reftorcd to 
life. This belief occafioned them to raile 
buildings which the genius of the greateft 
architefl-s endeavoured to render inacceffible*; 
the pyramidal form was given them, as the 
moft durable; which form, alfo, referred 
^ to their worfliip, by rendering homage to 
the fun, whofe rays it imitated (6J. If fo, 
here is a manifeft proof this ancient people 
believed the immortality of the foul. Kings, 
now^ as heretofore^ are well fatisfied vtith 

) 

(g) Herodptus, Euterpe. 

(h) Pliny, lib. 36, fays the obeli&s were confecrated 
%o the fun, whofe rays they reprefented^ as their Egyp- 
tian name indicated ; for they, as well as the 'pyramids^ 
were, in Egyptian, named Pyramuay Suns rays. Vide 
Jablonftt, torn. IIL The Qreeks firft gave them the 
name of obelises ; leaving tq the pyramids that of Pyra» 
fnisj from Uv^^ fire j in which they have preferved the 
ancient etymology. Obelifks were firft confecrated tq 
the fun, becaufe, by their fhadows, they knew the hour 
of the day. 

thii 
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this world : for them flowers and harvefts 
fpring; all Nature fmiles upon them ^ and, 
had they the faith of the Egyptian mo- 
narchs, we fliould behold them produce mi- 
racles, by which they would endeavour to 
afcertain their return to earth. The religion 
of Egypt pafled into Greece, and Artemifia 
built a maufoleum for her hufband, in the 
pyramidal form, which rofe one of the feven 
yronders of the world. This fuppofition of 
an immortal foul, found among iflanders, fe- 
parated from every enlightened nation by 
immenfe feas, has produced a monument 
which may well furprize us. The people 
of Otaheite, unaflifted by metal tools, have 
cut flones, exceedingly hard, and formed a 
pyramid, where the body of Oberea, their 
queen, repofes. Round this morrai, her 
relations and friends, with religious retro- 
Ipedt, (hed pious tears, and the fpirit of 
Oberea finds confolation, at beholding their 
grief and afFedtion (i). 

Let us leave the gloomy deferts of Saccara, 
where we walk upon graves, thofe high py- 
ramids, which infpirc melancholy contem- 

{%) Hawkcfworth's Voyages, Vol. II. page i66, 

plation^ 
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plation, and the lake, over which they bore 
the dead, that brings the fible of Charon to 
recolledlion. We arc once more in our 
boat ! With what pleafure does the fight, 
fatigued by the glittering fcorched fand, dwell 
on verdant profpedls, the pure fky, the ma- 
jcftic river, and fields which every inftant 
prefent new fources of plenty. Having en- 
dured the fearful pi<fture of fterility, what 
an inexpreflible xharm is it to view the fe- 
cundity of Nature, who waits the man, ex- 
piring in the defert he traverfes, to impart 
fudden delight, and a new fource of life. 

We are feven leagues above Old Cairo; 
and here the Nile, impeded by rocks to the 
eaft, ran weft ward, and watered the fands of 
Libya. According . to Herodotus, (k) one 
of the Pharaohs raifed a mound, and turned 
its courfe between the mountains, forcing it 
to empty itfelf into the bay that then over- 
flowed all the Delta, and thus gave birth 
to that celebrated ifland, which flowly en- 
croaches upon the Mediterranean. The an- 
cient bed, which the Arabs c^ll Bahr tela 
ma^ afea without water, may ftill be traced: 

(k) See Letter I^ ^ 

it 
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it is: every whero ftrewed withr^e rem^s o| 
4x>atS9~ bjf which it was fpralQi?]y naiyi^u^t 
Jiow petrified,, v^ry. large pATts of whicfe^ I 
h^vefeen brought to Grand Cairo^ A loqg 
bank is ftill fbund> between Saccalrar aind 
Dachhour, thrown up, to defoad Mempbi)ii 
from die inundation^ if it iho^ld hceak tfao 
mound ;. and alfb froo) the torrents of faud^ 
which the winds drove froax the LibyaO) 
hills. 

The ifle of Terfaye is a^ fome diftance frooD 
this elbow i here they- are beginning to plantr 
water melons^. and cucumbers. The Egyp- 
tians cultivate a fpecies of the latt«f wry fmall, 
o^d Goufa^ of which they are exceedingly 
fdnd:: it is mild, tender, and very; dcKcate ^ 
U>ey eat it in their fallads, but the mod ufuaL 
mode is to pick out the feed, and fill it up 
with ha{hed meat, rice,^ and fpices; cooked^ 
thus, in its own juke,, it is excellent. Be- 
yond' this ifland Pachhour is feen, up. the 
country, to which there is a canal, with a: 
(lone bridge of feveral archcsi Strabo fJJ 
and Ptolemy //^y place Acanthos fix leagues 

(I) Lib, 17. 
(mj Lib. 4« 

from 



i^cQin Memphis^, on thi? fa«)ei fixk oS,. and: at 
a diftapce fxx>a>9 1^9 river;. viUchi fcite.por^ 
fciSly correfpon4s tpi Pachbour,. Here \ns9 
temple of ©liris, . ^9j«f totajUy daftixiyed i bu© 
wjeil o^ the village, qA: the fid^ q£ the; inoim.-^ 
t3in> is ^ g^aud py/^piidi a coatinuadon ofi 
thpfe of Saccara and Giz*. 

The fandy plains^ which extendjalong^ the 
hills, are fcattered: with ftone?, vialgwly 
cabled Egyptian flints^ Raund^ . like peUbks,. 
t^^ir rough furface doe^ not invite, any. ooe t» 
pick them up ; but th^ gr^io» . when, broke^^ 
i^ found extremely fine, capablov of beings 
highly poliflied, and moft of them contain^- 
ipg the figures q{ herbs, plaats, and ibrubsi. 
fo as often to form, charming landicapes;.. 
Thefe dark lines, moft elegantly traced, ar&: 
delightfully fpread over a light ground, pre-- 
fenting a vaft variety of defigns, and diffe- 
rent fhades. There is great choice, for the 
fands are covered with them. I faw only one 
Jew, at Cairo, who had the art to work 
them into boxes, and knife handles, for 
which reafon he took care to be well paid« 
The fmall hills beyond thefe plains abound 
with oyfter, and other petrified, ihells. Pro- 
ceeding fouth^ from Acanthos, we traverfe a 

vaft 
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vaft country, the low fields of which ard 
watered and fertili2ed, at this feafon of the 
year, by rivulets. Thefe vallies are now 
covered with corn, dourra, and verdure : 
£)me months hence, the Nile having quit- 
ted them, they will become a defert. At 
the far end of this plain is the village of 
Tamieh, to which a canal is cut. 

We now> Sir, enter the fertile province of 
Arfinoe^ at prefent Fayoum ; the country of 
wonders, where are the labyrinth, and its 
twelve palaces ; the lake Moeris, and its py- 
ramids. After tranfcribing the ancients, I 
will add an exadt defcription of the prefent 
ftate of thefe places, the monuments and 
ruins that ilill remain, and leave you. Sir, 
to conjei3:ure what they once were. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 



O N E G Y P T. 461 



LETTER XXVII. 

S'be topography of the province ofFayoum .* en^ 
quiries concerning its monuments ^ the pofition 
of which is afcertained by the ancient s^ and 
the remaining ruins : fcite of the labyrinth^ 
confirmed by Herodotus j Pliny ^ Diodorus^ 
Ptolemy f and the remains of Balad Caroun^ 
and Cafr Caroun : defcription of this won'- 
derfulplace^ with refleSlioni on the fubjeB: 
details on the lake Mceris: its extent y hi- 
therto uncertain^ determined by quotations 
beforetime ufedfor a purpofe the very re^ 
verfe : its confiruSiiony canals^ and fiuices 
fully dij^layedi with its prefent circumfe^ 
rence. 

To M. L. M, 

Grand Cairo. 

JlLgYPT contains no monuments which 
more have excited enquiries and difputes, 
among the learned^ than the lake Moeris, 
and the labyrinth ; which, as I have faid, 
this province contains. The extent of the 
one and the fcite of the other have, by turns. 
Vol. I. Dd been 
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been contefted. Geographers, to conciliate 
all parties, have created two labyrinths (n). 
Some writerjS have. allowed the lake Moeris 
an imiAenfe circumference foji Others, 
placing it in fairy land//^, have employ^ 
ed the charms of wit to ridicule the cre- 
dulity of hiftorians. Thefo contradidions 
have darkened the clouds of incertainty^ and 
concealed truth. Let us endeavour to find 
her, by citing the ancients, who fometimes 
t have been falfcly^ interpreted, by carefully 
following Strabo^ who has exactly defcribed 
what he, like an enlightened traveller, vi-* 
fited ; and, particularly, by a faithful ac- 
count of thofe remaining monuments he 
mentions. *vQuitting Acanthos fq) we leave 
** toward Arabia, Aphroditopolis, frj where 
•* the facred white ox is kept." (The village 
Atfih, according to the mod learned geo- 
graphers, (sj is the place where the city of 

(nj D'Anville, Memoires fiir TEgypte. 

(oj RoUin Uift. ancicAne. BoiTuet, dif. Air I'Hiftr 
Univ. 

(p) Voltaire. 

(q) Strabo, lib. 17. 

(r) The city of Venus. 

(s) Ptolemy, lib* 4. D'Anville, Mem. furl'tgyptt, 
Pococke. 

Venus 
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Venus flood.) ^* Beyond the Nile is the 
** Hcracleotic prcfeifturc, fituatc in a large 
•• ifland." The two canals, cut from the 
river to the lake, the one from the village of 
fiouch, and the other pafTing near Tamieh, 
form this ifland. The remarkable ruins 
found near Bayamout feem to indicate the 
fcite of Heraclea ^tj, the capital of that 
province. Here are two ruinous pyramids 
which contain only a few layers of ftones. 
Strabo continues, ^* Near Heraclea a canal 
** runs, which, dividing into two branches, 
** includes a fmall iflaiid, and travcrfes the 
** prcfedlure of Arfinoe, the fineft and richeft 
** in Egypt.'* If we follow this ancient geo- 
grapher on the map, we (hall find thefe 
places have fuffered little change, and (hall 
be conducted diredly to Fayoumi the capi- 
tal of all this country; a modern town, 
though a league north-eaft of its walls are 
hills of ruins, in which we difcover veftiges 
of Arfinoe ^«/ The Arabs colled the fands 

(t) Named the great, to diftinguifh it from another 
city of Hercules, in Lower Egypt, near Canopus. 

(uj The ancient Crocodilopolis, where the facred 
crocodiles were kept. The Greeks, having conquered 
Egypt, called it Arfinoe. 

D d 2 from 
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from thefe ruins, and fift them, to find 
feals and medals. At fome dtftance an obe- 
lifk refts on its pedeflal, the fole monument 
which has braved the injuries of time, and 
the ravages of barbarians, twenty-two feet in 
circumference, at the bafe, and about fifty 
high. Its fides abound in hieroglyphics, di- 
vided into columns, and frequently defaced : 
its corners are broken, and th^ fine block of 
granite of which it is formed is damaged to 
about one half of its height. Strabo forfakes 
us here, to defcribe the lake Moeris, not far 
from Arfinoe, and the labyrinth on its bor- 
ders ; he does not precifely mark the fcite, 
but Herodotus and Pto]emy do, and fix it on 
the Libyan fide, near the banks of the lake 
(x). Let us continue our route. 

Quitting Fayoum, and proceeding weft- 
ward, we crofs the grand canal Bahr You- 
feph, the river of Jofeph. In the village of 
Nefle, lying to the left, are no traces of an- 
tiquity. After a journey of two hours, north- 
weft, a fandy and fterile plain is found ; and, 
prefently, mountains of ruins arc difcovered, 
nearly a league in extent. The firft heap 

(x) Herodotus, lib. 2. Ptolemy, lib. 4. 

the 
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the Arabs call Balad Caroiin, the village or 
town of Caroun ; the fecond Cafr Caroun, 
the palace of Caroun (y). In the fpace be^ 
twcen, enormous (tones are every where fcat- 
tcred ; but the moft remarkable remains arc 
at the extremities. Amidft the ruins of Cafr 
Caroun is a large building, feveral apartments 
of which ftill are ftanding, and full of the 
fhafts of columns ; round it is a portico, half 
demolifhed ; and ftairs are found, by fomc 
of which they afcended to the upper fto- 
riesy and by others defcended to thofe under 
ground. The attention is particularly fixed 
by feveral narrow, low, and very long cells; 
which feem to have had no other ufe than 

(y) The Arab hiftorians defcribe Caroun as a very 
powerful man, and fay he could load feveral camels 
with the keys of the apartments that contained his trea- 
fures, from which unanimous ailertioa we may collect 
a truth. In Egypt, perhaps, the word Caroun figni« 
lied an employment with which the boatman was ho- 
noured who ferried the bodies of the Kings over the 
lake Mceris, to depofit them in the labyrinth of which 
he was guardian, and, doubtlefs, the fame title apper- 
tained to him who performed the fame office for the inha- 
bitants of Memphis over that lake. Suppofing this 
conjefture true, we fhall here find the origin of the 
Grecian Charon, and the reafon of the Arabs calling' 
thefe fuins the palace of Caroun. 

D d 3 that 
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that of containing the bodies of the facred 
crocodiles, brought hither from Crocodilo* 
polis, where the prieils kept, and the people 
adored, them. Thefe remains, lying towards 
Libya, a league from Birquet Caroun, for* 
merly the lake Mceris, can only correfpond 
with the labyrinth, to which the ancients (z) 
afcribe this fcite, and do not notice any city 
fi> fituated. Let us read the defcription of 
this famous place, now, in part, covered by 
fands, in Herodotus, that we may forma juft 
idea of it. 

** The twelve kings, (a) elcded by the 
** Egyptians, built the labyrinth, on the 
^^ bank of the lake Mceris, on the fame 
** fide with the city of the crocodiles, which 
'^ appears to me to iurpafs all that fame has 
*• faid. If we cxamipe the conftrudlion of 
^' the walls, and the nature of the labour, 
•* we (hall find it impofliblc to eftimate the 

immenfe coft of this building. The tem- 
♦* pie of Ephefus is one of the wonders of 

(%) 3trabo, lib. 17. Herodotus, lib. 2. Ptolemy, , 
. lib. 4* All agree in placing the labyrinth beyond the 
city of Arfinoe, toward Libya, and on the bank of the 
lake Mceris, which is the pre^ife {;ti|a^ion pf thefe ruins. 
' ^a) Rcrodot^s, lib. ^^ 

^Mbe 



u 
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^^ the world, as is that in the ifle of Samos. 
*« Each pyramid, fingly, equals, in grandeur, 
** the numerous and great works of Greece j 
^« yet thcfe, however magnificent, may not be 
f * compared to the labyrinth (b). A roof of 

V vaft extent covers the twelve palaces 5 en- 
f^ trance is found through twelve doors, fix 
^^ facing the north and fix the fouth. They 
«^ are enclofcd by a thick and extenfive wall : 
*^ the whole edifice confifts of two ftories, 
f* the one above the other under ground, 
^* and each contains fifteen hundred apart- 
^* ments. I vifited the firft, and relate what 
** I have feen i as to the fecond, the keepers 

V would not fufFer me to defcend, faying, 
^f the bodies of the kings, who built them, 
^* and thofe of the facred crocodiles were 
^*- there preferved \ of thefe, therefore, I 
*^ can only relate what I have been told. 

Human induftry has displayed all its pow- 
ers in the diftribution of the upper fto- 
ry. The porticos, the paffagcs, from 



€t 
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(b) Recoiled, Sir, a Greek is fpeaking who read bi$ 
hiftory at the Olympic games, where he was crowned 
by the moft enlightened judges of his age. 

D d 4 " halls 
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" halls to chambers, from chambers to ca-* 
** bincts, from cabinets to terraces, and from 
** terraces into other apartments, form wind- 
*• ings fo numerous, and fo different, I was 
** never weary of admiring the art with 
*' which they had been conftrudled. Walls, 
** roofs, all are of ftone; various figures, 
** artfully fculptured, are feen, here and there. 
** Round the halls are ftately columns, 
** moftly of white marble. A pyramid, each 
** of its fides two hundred and fifty feet in 
** width, and through which is the defcent 
^' to the fubterranean chambers^ terminates 
" the labyrinth/' 

Such is the defcription of Herodotus, and 
though that of Strabo (cj^ who vifited the 
fame place, many ages after him, does not 
exadly accord, it (till confirms this account 
in general 5 defcribes winding and various 
paffages, and fo artfully contrived it was 
impoffible to enter any one of the palaces, 
pr leave it haying entered, without a guide. 
Strabo fays, magnificent columns furround- 
ed the principal apartments i the ^all^ 

(c) Lib. 17. 

wer? 
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were built with vaft ftonea^ and^ on the top 
of the roof^ an immcnfe platform was fecn, 
which feemed a plain of rock» at beholding 
which the mind was afloniOied. It is true 
he pretends the labyrinth contained twenty- 
ftvcn palaces, where the States of Egypt 
aflembled, at certain periods, for the dif-» 
cufSon of affairs, moft important to govern- 
ment, and religion; but it is probable the 
twelve, mentioned by Herodotus, were af- 
terward divided into twenty-feven parts, or 
that, in the interval of ages between thefc 
two hiftorians, the edifice had been enlarged. 
Piodorus Siculus, Pliny, and Pomponius 
Mela defcribed, without having feen, the 
labyrinth, copying and embellifliing the twa 
firfl authors, but gave no new information. 
The founder of the labyrinth isi unknown ; 
each writer fdj names one or feveral, and 

moftly 

(d) Herodotus fays ^e IkbyrintN \^i^»s built by the 
twelve kiilgs who governed Egypt, when Pfiimmetichus, 
pne of the twelve, poiTefled himfelf of foverejgn power^ 
Strabo attributes its conftruflion to Ifmandes, whofe 
body, he fays, repofes in the pyramid, (huiding at one 
lif its extremities. Pliny, that it was built by Petefucus 
fr Titboe, but, as his cites contradi^ry authoiilies, he 

but 
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poftly different, which variety of opinions 
indicates it was not the work of one but of 
feveral kings. 

This monument, regarded by Pliny as the 
snoft aftonifhing effort of human genius, no 
more is to be found, except ackiid the ruins 
of fialad Caroun and Cafr Caroun. Here^ 
after, when Europe fhall have reftored to 
Egypt the fciences it received thence, per- 
haps, the fands and^ rubbifh which hide the 
fubterranean part of the labyrinth' will be 
removed, and precious antiquities obtained. 
Who can fay but the difcoveries of the learn- 
ed were preferved in this afylum, equally 
impenetrable to the natives and foreign** 
^rs ? If the dufl of Herculaiieum, an in* 
confiderable city, has preferved fo many 
rarities, and inflrudtive remains of art and 
hiftory, what may not be expetfted from the 
fifteen hundred apartments in which the 
archives of Egypt were depofited, fince the 
governors affembled here to treat on the moil: 
important affairs of religion and (late ? But 

:but augments inceitkude. Diodorus fuppofes the laby* 
xintb is the work and the tomb of Mendes, Pomponius 
Mela attributes it to Fiammetichus. ^ 

Imuft 
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J mud not thus iodulge in conjedure : it is 
time to fpeak of the lake Moeris, remains 
of which may be here difcovcred fuffici- 
cntly grand to fix the attention. Herodo- 
tus (e) and Strabo (f) mark its fcite by de- 
claring the labyrinth was on its banks^ and 
naming the cities that furrounded it. Acan- 
thos, to the fouth, Aphroditopolis to the 
caft, and Arfinoe on the north. Diodorus (g^ 
and Pliny (h) confirm thefe authorities, by 
placing it twenty-four leagues from Mem- 
phis, between the province fb called, and 
that of Arfinoe, which unanin[iity gives every 
defirable certitude to truth. Had this lake^ 
however, totally difappeared, like the lake 
Mareotis, doubts might be entertained, but, 
in the very place thefe hiftorians defcribc, 
a lake is ftill feen, called Birquet Caroun, 
more than fifty leagues in circumference : 
wherefore, unlefs we refift conyidion, we 
muft here acknowledge the remains of Moe* 
ris. By referring to the ancients, and fcru- 

(e) Lib, 2. 

(g) Lib. I. 
[h) Lib. 5, 

puloufly 
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puloufly examining their tcftimony, we may, 
perhaps^ obtain light on a topographical 
qucftion which has been greatly obfcured. 

" The labyrinth I have defcribed is ftill 
** lefs furprizing, fays Herodotus, than the 
*' lake Moeris, which is 3600 ftadia, or 60 
" fchoeni, in circumference, and equal to 
" the bafe of Egypt, next the fea (i), ex- 
«*,. *' tending 

(!) Herodotus determines the fchoenos, in Lower 
Egypt, at four miles, or a league and quarter ; thus the 
60 fchceni make 75 leagues. Strabo and Diodorus ufe 
other admeafurements in their eftimation, yet agree with 
Herodotus. The bafe of Egypt, then, is determined at 
75 leagues, and, being equal in circumference to the 
lake Mceris, this circumference muft alfo be 75 leagues. 
I am obliged to be thus circumftantial becaufe this paf- 
fage has been produftive of n:any errors, moft writersi^ 
attending only to the firft part of the period, in which 
Herodotus makes the lake 3600 ftadia, and giving to 
each fladium its ufual value of about 100 fathoms, haVe 
made the lake Moeris 150, and 180 leagues in circumfe- 
rence ; but whoever will examine the pafTage will find 
the 3600 ftadia ^re determined to be 60 fchoeni, or 75 
leagues, and, confequently, the author eftimates by 
ftadia of 50 fathoms. I know not if this has been be- 
fore obferved, but I know this paffagc, .ill interpreted, 
has given birth to all the modern debates. Voltaire, 
with the arm of ridicule, has combated the exiftcnce qf a 

lake 
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'* tending from the north to the fouth fk)^ 
^* and its greateft depth is three hundred 
** feet. Two pyramids, built on an ifland, 
*^ near the middle, defcend three hundred 
*' feet beneath the waters, and rife as much 
** above, which prove the lake to have been 
*^ dug by man. Each of them has a co- 
** loflal ftatue, at the top, feated on a throne : 
.** their total height is a ftadium of fix hun- 
*^ dred feet flj. The lake occupies land 
/' extremely fandy, and deprived of fprings, 
** its waters being fupplied by the Nile, 

lake of 180 leagues ; larger, fays he, than Egypt. Rol- 
lin and BofTuet, efpecially, have maintaiaed its exift- 
ence with heat. Several have diminifhed its extent, 
making it fome 20 leagues ; and d'Anville, deiirous of 
conciliating all parties, has, in his map of Egypt, cre- 
ated a grand canal, and called it the lake Moeris* He 
has been no more fortunate than the others. The form 
and fituation of this pretended Mceris diredly contradidl 
the moft refpeftable authorities of hiftory. 

(k) Its prefent greateft extent is from eaft to weft, 
but, formerly, it might reach from Arfinoe to the canal 
by which it difcharged itfelf. 

(I) Herodotus employs the ftadium in both thefe 
paflages, but having reduced it to 50 fathom, in the 
firft, and reftored it to 100, in the fecond, it is necefl&ry 
to remark the ftadium, here, is 600 feet. 

*' which 
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•* which flows into it fix months "in the 
*^ year J thefc waters are returned to the river 
during the other fix months. In the firft 
period, the fifhery daily produced a talent 
** of filvcr for the royal treafury, and twenty 
** minsB only in the fecond. The natives 
^* fay a canal is dug through the mountain 
** (m) which extends to, add commands, 
^^ Memphis. This is a difcharge by which 
•' thefuper-abundant waters are carried weft- 
** ward, among the Libyan fands« I afked 
•* what had become of the earth dug from 
•* the lake; and was affured it had been 
^* carried to the river, and waflicd by the 
^* current into the fea/* 

The relations of Strabo and Herodotus 
mutually explain each other. ^* The pro- 
** vince of Arfinoe fn) contains the marvel- 
*' lous lake Mceris, which, for its extent, 
^^ colour, and fhores, refembles a fea. Deep 
*^ as it is vaft, it receives, at the beginning 
•• of the inundation, the waters, Jeft they 
** fhould cover the fields and habitations of 

(m) I have noted the fituation of this canal in the 
map. 

(n) Strabo^ lib. I7. 

«* men. 
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*• men, through a large canal. When the 
** Nile dccreafes, thcfc waters are returned, 
" by two other canals (thofe of Tamreh and < 
•* Bouch) which, like the firft, water the 
«* lands : fluices are formed, at the head of 
*♦ the canals, which are opened, at pleafurc, 
^« to admit or return the waters/' fo). 
Though this paffage does not determine the 
extent of the lake, it proves it to have becri 
very great. Diodorus Siculus follows Hero- 
dotus, who allows it to have been 3600 
ftadia, or feventy-five leagues, in circum-^ 
ference. Pliny eftimates it at two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand paces, near eighty 
leagues: thus the ancients agree on a point 
fo much difpoted by the moderns, none of 
whom give fufficient proofs of their opinion 

C^ J Diodorus Siculus pretends it coft 50 talents, or 
^ 6250, to open thefe fluices : it is difficult to difcovev 
what could occafion him to adopt this fable. Herodo^ 
f iis and Strabo, who vififed and carefully examined thefi: 
places, mention no fuch thing ; nor do Pliny and Pom- 
ponius Mela, who, citing all' the ancients had writtert 
relative to the lake Moeris, would not have omitted a faA 
To extraordinary. Its great improbability added |o th^ 
filence of hiftorians demonftrate the faliitjr of this aflfer- 
tton. • 

to 
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to make it univerfal. The lake, at prefenf, 
is only about fifty leagues in circumference ; 
but this diminution does not prove Herodotus 
and Pliny were deceived. After Co. many 
revolutions in Egypt, within thefc two thou- 
fand years, it may have undergone greater 
changes. 

Examine the map. Sir, and you will per- 
ceive the chain of mountains^ on the left of the 
Nile, continued almoft from the cataradts to 
Fayoum, fuddenly departs toward Libya, and, 
returning eafl ward, ; forms an. immenfe ba- 
fon, though lower than the bed of the river. 
This land was formerly covered by barren 
lands, becaufe the flream, impeded by downs, 
and rocks, could not water thenl. A king, 
named Mceris, perfectly acquainted with the 
difpofition of the lands, conceived one of the 
noblcft projects that ever entered the mind 
of man, which he had the glory to execute. 
He refolved to change this defert into a ufc- 
ful lake, and, when fwarms of men affem- 
bled had dug and cleared the foil, in various 
places, he cut a canal, forty leagues in length, 
and three hundred feet wide, to introduce the 
waters of the Nile. This grand canal, which 

is 
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is ftill entire, is known by the name of Bafhr 
Youfeph, the river of Jofeph, it begins near 
Tarout Eccherif, and ends at Birquct Ga- 
roun, and muft have coft immenfe fums, be- 
fog, in many parts, cut through the rock. 
To relieve Egypt from the fuperfluous wa- 
ters which, in thefe diftant ages, remained too 
long on the lands, then much lower than at 
prefent, and occafioned fterility, was not fuf- 
ficient. This great prince rendered them 
ufeful to agriculture by cutting two other 
canals, from the lake to the river, and dig. 
ging near their mouths fluices which were 
[hut during the increafe of the Nile, when 
the waters, entering through the canal of 
Jofeph, colledted in the vaft circumference 
of the lake Mceris, where they were bound- 
ed by mounds and mountains. When the 
Nile decreafed thefe fluices were opened, and 
a body of water near eighty leagues in cir- 
cumference, and thirty feet higher than the 
ufual level of the river, ^^^., formed a fecond 

inundation, 

(p) The fource of the canal of Jofeph, being in the 
Thebais, carried the waters of the Nile, when they be- 
gan to increafe, to the lake Mceris, where being retain- 
YoL. I. E e ed 
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inundation, directed at will : One .part was 
returned to the Nile, for the purpofe of na- 
vigation, another, branched into innumerable 
rivulets, watered the fields^ and gave ferti- 
lity even to fandy hills. This work, the 
moft vaft and ufeful the earth ever contained, 
united every advantage, and fupplied the de- 
ficiencies of a low inundation, by retaining 
water which would have ufelefsly been ex- 
pended in the fea. It was ftill more highly 
beneficial, when the increafe was too great, by 
receiving that injurious fuperfluity whicK 
would have prevented feed-time. Fearful 
this artificial fea might break its bounds, and 
occafion dreadful ravages, a can$d was cut, 
through the mountain, by which the fuper- 
abundant waters were difpharged ampng the 
Lybian fands. Hiftory knows not a work fo 
glorious,, nor is it wonderful antiquity efteems 
it above the pyramids and labyrinth; for 
with the grandeur of the enterprise it includ-j 

ed on one fide by mountains, and on the other by mounds 
and fluices, dug on the canals of Bouch and Tamieh, 
they equalled the height of the inundation, that is to 
fay, were nearly thirty feet higher than the ufual ^eycl 
pf the river. 
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cd the happinefs of the people. Thus the 
Egyptians, who detefted the kings by whom 
they were forced to remove mountains that 
pyramids might be raifed 5 blefled the me- 
mory of Moeris, and his name is everlafting. 

This lake has nearly loft all its advantages ; 
the barbarians, in whofe hands Egypt has 
remained for twelve centuries, have deftroyed 
or fufFered moft of its monuments to perifti. 
The lake Mareotis is dry, the canal of Alex- 
andria no longer navigable, and Moeris is on- 
ly fifty leagues in circumference. Were the 
canal of Jofeph cleanfed, in which the mud 
is very deep, the ancient mounds repaired, 
and the iluices reftored ; this lake might 
again ferve the fame purpofes, might prevent 
the evils of a too great, and fupply the de- 
feds of a too feeble, inundation ; might ex- 
tend, as formerly, from Nefle and Arfinoe 
to the Lybian mountains, and fhew the afto- 
niflied traveller a.fea which man had made. 
Its depth, of three hundred feet, according 
to the ancients, may be exaggerated, but 
much lefs than it is fuppofed. Its bottom 
is a bafon, formed by mountains, and is ve- 
ry low; fince the Nile runs into it, through 
E e 2 the 
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the canal of Tamieh (q) ; and though mud 
hjas, for ages, colleded, it is ftill very deep. 
Should thefe reafons prove infufficient to 
make us adopt the opinion of the ancients, 
they, at leaft, fhould induce us to fufpend 
our judgment, and examine times and places^ 
before we call their writings fabulous. 

The pyramids Herodotus defcribes no 
longer fubfift, and, apparently, did not in 
the Auguftan age, fince Strabo does not men- 
tion them. On the north of Birquet Cafoun 
we perceive a headland, which, doubtlefs, 
was, formerly, an ifland that ends in a rock, 
covered with ruins. , This, perhaps, was the 
bafe of thefe fepulchres, which having 
two coloffal ftatues, feated on thrones, 
on their fummits, and riling out of a fea, 
the waters muft have formed a fight fuch as 
the whole world could nowhere elfe afford. 
I do not give thefe conjectures as realities, 
but, you will own. Sir, it was not more 

(g) The revcrfe happened, formerly ; the fuperabun* 
dant waters were carried to the lake Moeris, by the cas- 
ual of Jofeph, which was deeper, and which preferved 
them by means of fluices. They were afterwards re- 
turned to the Nile, when low, through the canals of 
Tan ieh and Bouch. 

difScult 
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difficult to build pyramids in an ifland of the 
lake Moeris, than thofe which ftand near 
Giza. But I forbear : I fear havhig been too 
circumftantia] already, though I have thought 
it abfolutely neceffary, while, among fo ma-, 
ny contradictions, I have endeavoured to dif- 
cover that truth, which you. Sir, and fiich 
as you, paffionately love. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



Ec3 LET. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

On the produSiions of the province ofFayoum : 
. Its manufaSiures^ artSy and inhabitants *, its 
f elds 9 Jhaded by orange- groves ^ and cluftering 
rofe trees \ the flowers of which ^ di/iilled, 
yield excellent rofe^water. T!he abundant 
fljhery of the lake and canals ^ and the nume^ 
rous water fowls. Hhe capital city and its 
government. 



To M. L. M. 



Grand Cairo. 



'T^HE preceding letter. Sir, affords dif- 
cuflion, only, to the mind, and ruins 
to the eye. He who would tear away the 
veil with which a fpace of three thoufand 
years has covered thefe monuments muft ex- 
pe6t no better ; but I will now endeavour to 
relieve you by an account of the prefent ftate 
ofFayoum, hoping the fubjedt will furnifh 
pidures lefs barren. The moft pleafant fea- 
fon, here, is the approach of winter. The 
mild and grateful winds, like thofeof France, 
in the fineft days of ipring, arc ftill more 

pleafing. 
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pleafing, fweet, and odoriferous* The ca- 
nals are full tothebrim^ and the fields co« 
vered with grafs, vegetables^ and corn. The 
beauties of nature every where abound, for 
this province is one of the wealthieft and moft 
fruitful of Egypt. Strabo (r), eighteen cen- 
turies ago, thus defcribed it. " The pro- 
*« vince of Arfinoe furpaffes all others in beau- 
" ty, riches, and the variety of its produdlions. 
** It, alone, produces the moft perfedt olives, 
" and from which the Egyptians might make 
** excellent oil, were they lefs negligent, for 
** the olive is no where elfe found in Egypt, 
" if we except thofe reared in the gardens of 
.** Alexandria, the fruit of which is not pro- 
** per to make oil (s). It abounds in wines, 
^* corn, vegetables, and feeds of all kinds.'* 
Could this hiftorian return to Fayoum he 
would find it prodigioufly changed ; the la- 
byrinth deftroyed, marfties, where palaces 

(r) Lib. 17. 

(5 J Since the canaj of Alexandria has become dry, nine 
months in the year, thefe gardens, with their olive and all 
their other trees, have difappeared, I faw fome in the 
orchards near Rofetta : they were very large^ and the 
olives they yielded bigger than thofe of the ifle of Crete, 
or Provence, from which, I am perfuaded, excellent oil 
might be made. 

E c 4 were ; 
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were; mud- wall villages, where cities' flou- 
rifhcd; canals almoft dry, and McBris r^tduccd 
to two-thirds of its former extent: btat he 
would recolle<a the fame produ£tipns and the 
fame abundance,/ wherever the waters can 
penetrate. The Copts ftill cultivate the olive 
and the vine their forefathers planted, ftill 
gather excellent grapes, of which they make 
^a mod agreeable white wine (t). The whole 
country is now covered with wheat, barley, 
and dourra, which rife, in fucceffion, uninter- 
ruptedly, for feven or eight months. The 
tall Aax, the fugar-cane, and vegetables of all 
kinds, fprout up, almofl without culture ; cu- 
cumbers^ and near twenty fpecies of melons', 
melting, fweet, and moft healthy, adorn the 
-banks of the rivulets 5 cluftering fruit trees, 
among which are the date, the fig, the bana- 
na, the caiHa, and the thorny nabc, which 
produces a fmall tartiih pear, are fcattered 

(t) Under the Ptolemies, and the Romans, the envi- 
rons of Alexandria and the Sebennitic province pro- 
duced very famous wines, but the Mahometans have 
deftroyed the vine plants. They have left none, ex- 
cept in the province of Fayoum. The grapes, in ge- 
neral, which grow in the Candy grounds of Egypt arc 
of an exquifite flavour. 

over 
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-over the plain. Amid this diverfity of trees 
and plitnts, forefts of the rofe bu(h gro\y near 
villages. In other provinces this fine ihrub 
only ornaments gardens, here it is cultivated, 
and the rofe water, diftUled from its odori- 
ferous flower, forms an extenfive branch of 
commerce. Fayoum fupplics all Egypt, and 
the confumptioii is very great. It is abun-* 
dantly fprinkled on the face and hands of 
perfons who vifit (u). The women wafh 
their bodies with it at the bath^ and never 
drefs themfelves without rofe water. Theff 
claflers of rofe bu0ies, ibmetimes furround- 
ed by the orange tree in flower, produce a 
charming efledt on the fight, and a i^ill more 
charming one by their fmelL The whole 
atmofphere is impregnated, and the pleafure 
of breathing the perfumes of the rofe, min- 
gled with the fweet emanations of orange 
flowers, is here exquifite. 
. To this wealth of fertility Fayoum adds 
that of the fifhery. The canals and lake 
/warm with fi{h, which are caught in prodi- 
gious quantities, and eat in the province, oi( 

(u) The rofe^ water of Fayoum has a delicious odour, 
which it long preferves : the beft is fold at three, ihil- 
Jings and four pence i bottle. - • 

carried 
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carried to the neighbouring cities, and are as 
cheap as at Damictta. A medin (x) will 
parchaie enough to fuffice a man for a 
day. When the froft and fnow of winter 
is felt in the northern countries, innumerable 
flocks of birds refort to the lake Moeris, and 
the canals of Fayoum. The people catch 
abundance of geefe with golden plumage and 
a moft agreeable flavour, fat and delicate; 
ducks, . teal, fwans, the ikins of which are 
tifed like furs, and pelicans, remarkable for 
their large beaks, in the form of a fpatula. 
Thefe latter, the kings of aquatic birds, fail 
on the furface of the lake, in numerous fa- 
milies, while the whitenefs of their plumage 
forms a charming contrafl: with the deep 
azure of the waters. Modern Egyptians pre- 
ferve fome remains of that ancient venera- 
tion in which the ibis, crane, and ftork, were 
held; forbear to net for them, and thefe 
birds, confiding in the clemency of man, are 
almoft tame. 

- What pleafuFe fhould I feel could I defcribc 
a happy people, amid all this abundance !* 
but, alas ! a monftrous government and anar- 

'f*/ A copper coin, plated, worth five farthings. 
Lr J chy. 



O N E G Y P r. 427 

chy, the enemy of order, and of laws, cx- 
tin^uiihes genius, and, like a peftilential wind, 
depopulates cities, and devours the country 
and its inhabitants. Men, who, in a climate 
fo pure, and on a foil fo fruitful, would pof- 
fefs mild and gentle manners, and enjoy the 
treafures of prodigal nature, and thofc bene- 
fits the arts produce, become barbarous, fu* 
perftitioqs, and miferable, under the yoke of 
thofe infatiable tyrants who fatten on their 
fubftance. Agriculture languiQies, and the 
lands of Lybia yearly encroach upon its do- 
mains ; the fine provinces of Heracleotis and 
Arfinoe are reduced to a third of their former 
extent, if we only include the produdive 
lands. Were the canals and mounds repair- 
ed, they would recover their ancient limits, 
and flourifti as formerly. The climate, the 
earth, the waters, are the fame; men and 
laws only are changed. 

The cities of die crocodiles, of Hercules, 
and Ptolemais, are replaced by that of Fay- 
oum, which retained a certain degree of 
grandeur, in the time of Abulfeda. "Fay- 
** oum, capital of the province fo called, con- 
*' tains public baths, markets, and colleges, 
** which are under the diredion of the Sha- 

** feites. 
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" fcites, and Melchites (y). It is divi'ded by 
** the canal of Jofcph, and furroundcd by 
** gardens/' fz) Fayoum, at prefenf, is on-t 
ly half a league in circumference, and ftanda 
on the eaftem fhore of the canal. The 
remainder is deftroyed, and the colleges are 
no more. Houfes, built of fun-dried bricks, 
prefent a gloomy aiTemblage of huts; their 
inhabitants are poor, and deprived of energy, 
their arts are reduced to fome manufactories 
of mats, coarfe carpets, and the diftillation 
of rofe water. The town is governed by a 
cachef, under one of the Beys of Grand Cai- 
ro, Several Arab Sheiks, who have lands in 
the neighbourhood, compofe the council, and 
go to the divan, twice or three times a week, 
as fumnroned by the governor ; their chief is 
held in great re{J)c6b, but the members of 
adminiflration cannot long enjoy concord > 
the continual wars, at Grand Cairo, difturb 
the tranquillity of the provinces, and the pSf- 
feflbrs of lands and governments are expel- 
led by the vidtorious fadtion. The plunder- 
ed Arabs unite themfdves to the Bedouins, 

(y) Two Mahometan fe<as. 

C%) AbulFeda, Defcription of Egypt. 

who. 
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who, always, are ready to favour malecon- 
tcnts, in hopes of pillage, and who dcfcend, 
like torrents, from the mountains, and dcfo- 
late the plains; nor do the undifciplined 
troops fcnt againft them occafion lefs dif- 
X)rdcr, and the hufbandman is equally rob- 
bed by his enemies and defenders. When 
the Arabs are repulfed, they bury themfelvcs 
in the deferts, loaded with fpoil, where their 
hatred againft the Turks ferments with the 
fun's heat, and^ when they feel themfelves 
fufficiently ftrong, they return to commit new 
ravages. Such is the fate of Egypt, fuch 
the evils of defpotifm. 

Permit me. Sir, to finifli this letter by an ex- 
trad: from Strabo, which proves to what degree 
the care taken of the moft cruel animals may 
triumph over their ferocity. '* The people 
*' who inhabit the prefecture of Arfinoe revere 
" and regard the crocodile as facred. The 
** pfiefts preferve one in a lake, for that pur- 
** pofe, and name it Souchos (a)^ feeding 

[a) Thi? word comes from the Greek. The Egyptian 
name of the crocodile appears to have* been Cham fahj» 
which Herodotus calls it, or perhaps Thamfah as called 
hy the Arabs. 
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** it with bread, meat, and wine, in prefcncc 
*' of ftrangers, whom a fight like this fails 
*' not to attradt. Our hoft, one of the re- 
*' fpcdablc perfons who (hewed us the fa- 
** cred things, condudted us, after dinner, to 
** the lake, taking with him fmall cakes, 
'* roaft meat, and a veflel filled with wine. 
*' The crocodile repofed on the bank. The 
^* priefts approached : one of them opened 
" his jaws, another put in the cakes, meat, 
** and wine ; after which repaft the monfter 
** ciefcended, peaceably, into the water, and 
•* fwam towards the other fide." 

The Egyptians honoured the crocodile, be- 
caufe it was confccrated to Typhon, the evil 
genius, whofe fury they dreaded ; and ima- 
gined they might calm his wrath, and avoid 
the calamities he infliifted on them, by rever- 
ing an animal that was the fymbol of himfelf. 
The eagerncfs with which the inhabitants of 
Celebes, at prefent, feek this monfter, thq 
name of Sudara (i^), or brother, they give 

(b) Mr. (now Sir Jofeph) Banks relates fome cu- 
rious fafts concerning the veneration the people of Cele- 
bes have for the crocodile. Hawkefworth's Voyages, 
vol. iii. page 756. 

him. 
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him, and the food they carry hlhi, fhould 
alfo have fome foundation in the ancient re- 
ligion of their country. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 



LET- 
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'Journey in the defert^ toward ti.e Red Sea. 
The country y mountains^ andfands^ necejfary 
to crofs, to arrive at the monajiery of St. 
Anthony. Obfervations on the plant^^ ani^ 
mals^ quarries of various marble and flints y 
found in the defert. Manner in which the 
monks of St. Anthony and St. Paul live. 
The profpeSis from the fummit of mount 
Colzoum: refleSlions on the great occur ^ 
rences that have pa fed there. 

To M. L. M, 

Grand Cairo. 

JL^ET IK continue our route, Sir. Return- 
ing to the Nile, by the canal of Bouch, we 
leave Maydoum behind us, where is the moft 
fouthern pyramid of Egypt, feveral hills, 
with hamlets, and the ruins of Aphrodito- 
polis, which flood on the eaftern ihore, 
where Atfih now ftands. The canal we have 
left emptied itfelf into the river, formerly, 
during fix months in the year. At prefent 
it runs, continually, to the lake Moeris, 

which 
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which no longer receives fufficicnt waters, 
through the canal of Jofeph, half choaked 
up, to return them to the Nile. 

There is nothing remarkable in Bouch ; 
the houies are of brick, and the roofs in 
the form of a dove-houfe, where the pi- 
geons refide, while the Egyptians live be- 
low. This cuftom is obferved throughout 
the Thebais: the houfes look tolerably, at 
a di^ftance, but the abodes of mifery in the 
midft of abundance are every where found 
on entering. 

The chain of mountains, eaft of the river, 
approach very near, for feveral leagues, and 
leave only a fmall extent of country, fit for. 
tillage. This long flip of land, at the foot 
of fterile rocks, is diverfified by villages, fur- 
rounded by groves, corn, vegetables, and 
fruit trees. Nature is decked in all her fplen* 
dor, at the very gates of the defert. Jour- 
neying upward, weft of the Nile, we per^ 
ceive Benifouef, a town half a league in cir- 
cumference, and whofe mofques and high 
minarets, feen through the foliage of trees, 
prefcnt an agreeable profpedl. Its other edifices 
are mere mud-wall huts, or of brick, built 
without elegance, or tafte. The induftry of 

Vol- I. Ff its 
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ils inhabitants is wholly confined to the 
Hianufadturing of coarfc carpets, and their 
commerce to the produdtions of thck foil* 
Bcnifouef is thercfidenc?^ of a Bey, who, like 
the other governors of EgyjpU coUcds arbi-t 
trary taxes, fword in hand, encampdng with 
his foldiera near the villages under bis govern** 
ment, feveral months of the year* Having 
robbed the labourer of his hire, and torn the 
fruits of his induftry from him, by fear or 
violence, he proceeds to another part, to.raife 
like contributions. I cannot make you con^ 
cisiive all the oppreffions of thefe tyrants ; 
the troops they command are only comppicd 
of outlaws, banifhed their country, by their 
crimes, in whofe hearts every feeling .of na-?* 
ture and pity is extin<a. Of this a finglc 
trait, which the Comtc d'Antragues, who 
has lately quitted this country, was a witnefs 
of, may give you fome idea. One of the 
colledlors entered the hut of a poor woman, 
who had feveral children, and demanded the 
tax impofed by the Bey. She pleaded her 
•poverty, and told him flie poffefled only a 
mat, and feme earthen pots. He fcarched 
every where, and, finding a fack of rice, 
prepared to carry it ofiF. She conjured him 

to 
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to leave it, pxotefting it was her whole fab- 
fiftence, afking if he would have her, the 
child (he fuckled, and all her family, perifh 
with hunger* The barbarian, unmoved by 
words or tears, took th'e fack of rice, and the 
wretched mother, driven to defpair, fnatched 
the child from her bofom, and daflied it with 
force againft the ground, exclaiming. Thou, 
monfter, fhalt be anfwerable for his blood I 
After this horrid aSion, her tears fuddenly 
ftopped, and fhe flood motionlefs, like a fla-^ 
tue, while the hardened wretch of a foldier 
without Teeming' to be afJefted, went off with . 
his prey. Such is the fate of the people 
of Egypt. 

Oppofite Benifouef is the village of Bayad, 
partly inhabited by Copts, through which is 
the road to the monafteries of St. Anthony and 
St. Paul, fituated on mount Colzoum. I will 
give you a fketch of thefe wild places, which 
dcferve the attention of naturalifts, and like- 
wife of the defcrts which lie between the 
Nile and the Red Sea. 

Two leagues north of Bayad is a narrow 

valley, formed by Gibel Gebey, the mount of 

the ciftern, and Hajar Mouflbun, the marked 

ilone, which leads to a fandy plain, called 

Ff 2 Elbakara, 
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Elbakira, the cow. On its cajdern extre- 
mity is the mount Kalcil, or the well be- 
loved ; its extent, which is all barren fand, 
is fcven or eight leagues in width, and much 
more from north to fouth. In the hollows 
of the rocks, and bcfide where the winter 
torrents pafs, is a little verdure, produced by 
the Acacia, whence gum arabic is obtained, 
the fena, the fcorpion wood, the twifted root 
of which is famous for curing the bite of 
this infetl, and fome other plants. The of- 
trich, the chamois, the gazella, and the tiger, 
which makes continual war on the others, 
dwell among thefe caverns, and bound acrofs 
the fands, where they fcarcely can find a 
blade of grafs. Here are flints of various 
colours, roi, grey, black, blue, and all e^r- 
tremely fine in the grain. Their upper fur- 
face is indented and rough; that next the 
fand, fmooth and bright. The naturalift 
would, no doubt, find, among the cliffs, and 
the beds of torrents, precious ftones, parti- 
cularly emeralds, formerly common in Egypt^ 
At the foot of mount Kaleil we find fprings 
of brackifli v^^ater, furrounded by fome few 
date-trees, which thirft renders drinkable, 
neither wild beaft nor man being able to obtain 

other. 
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pther. Above are the grots of the hermits, 
.whom the zeal of, the firft ages of chriftianity 
had brought to this fearful wildernefs. After 
climbing Kaleil, vve defcend into the plain 
of Elaraba, or carts/ as barren and burning as 
the firft. Its furface is parched fand, and 
fcorching rocks furrdund it. It Is croiied by 
fome winter torrents, and, though the fun 
devpi^rs vegetable fubftances, and robs plants 
and trees of life, it ripens ftones, the moft 
rare, oq the fides of the mountains. . North 
of this plain are three marble qu^riesj, red, 
white, and black: blocks, half cut ii) ^he 
rock, and others, difperfed about, befpeak 
the labour of nien. The PharoahS hence 
obtained thofe hard polifhed ftones with 
which they coated their canals, ^nd magni- 
ficent fepulchres, carting them to the Nilq, 
and bringing them, afterward, on rafts, to the 
foot of the pyramids (c)^ South ofthefe is 

(c) Herodotus, Diodorus, and Pliny fay, the marbles, 
with which the pyramids were coated and the canals 
made, came from the mountains of Arabia ; but, as the 
eaftern part of Egypt, between the Nile and the Red Sea, 
was called Arabia, there is reafon to believe the quarries 
here mentioned fupplied thefe fine ftones. The plain 
was named Elaraba, becaufe of the numerous carts em- 
ployed to tranfpojft thefe enormous maflfes. 

v' F f 3 another 
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another quarry, p{ fine granite, which has 
been exceedingly hbvin ; a refervoir of wai- 
ter, dug at a fmall diftance, fupplied the 
workmen. Hermit's grots lie beyond, nor 
could the whole world b^ve fupplied a place 
more wild, or farther from all human inters 
courfe, Having a(c^ded part of tnoont CoU 
zpum, we arrive at the monaftery of St« 
Anthony, which has no door: the monks 
draw travellers up through the window, by a 
pulley. This is a neceflary precaution ^gainft 
the Arabs. It is furrounded by a high thick 
wall, a quarter of a league in circumference^^ 
enclofing a large garden, where various fruit 
trees are cultivated^ the cells of the monksj^ 
and a fmall church where div'ine fervice is 
performed^ A canal receives the ftreams of 
the mountains, and condufts them into the 
monaftcryi thefe, though fomewhat briny, 
fupply the iieceffities of life, and water the 
vegetables and fruits. The rules of thefe 
religious Copts arc very auftere, and their 
abftinence rigid, for they drink wine only on 
the four grand annual fcftivals. Their food 
is pafte, mixed with the oil of fefama, fait 
fifh, honey, and the productions of their gar* 
den, Their doftrine has been corrupted by 

fchifro. 
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fcKifm, and tHeir dbftinacy in the errors of 
MoDothdifm is «trcme; yet. they belicVci 
they poffefs abfolutc power over d«mons^ 
fcrpcnts, and wild beafts. .'When Father 
Sicard vifi ted. them, their fdperior was in 
fearch of the philofopher^s ftbne. While 
living in conftant felf-denial pf every focial 
plcafurc he was in- fearch- of gold. Thefe; 
monks highly venerate the grotto of Su An- 
thony^ an obfcurc retreat, dug in the moun-*; 
tain, where this father of monaftic inftitu- 
tions lived, as in a tomb, furrounded by dark* 
nefs and deferts. A high craggy rock, ai 
league in diameter, feperates this convent 
from that of St. Paul, the irripoffibilityof 
dimbing which obliges themii) go round 
the mountain, which is two days journey/ 
This latter monaftery, built on the eaft fide 
of mount Colzoum, is likewife. inhabited by 
Copts, as poor, pious, and ignorant, as th9 
former. - ' : 

Seated on mofunt Colzoum, the Red Sea 
lies beneath our fcet^ near the end of which^ 
far off, may be difcovered that part where the 
leader of the Ifraelites, probably, paffed with 
his whole people through the fiifpended 
waves. To the fouth-eaft are the famou* 
F f 4 mount! 
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mounts Horeb and Sinai, where he received the 
tables of the ten commandments. The very 
afpeA of thefe places incites ferious contempla^ 
tion ; we behold around us the country in 
which the mod pt-edominant of all religions 
iirft took birth. The Egyptian is paft, but 
not the Jewifli, notwithftanding the oppro- 
brium cad upon this reproved nation. The 
Chriflian and Mahometan extend over the 
earth. How fruitful in wonders have been 
the furrouhding country, the mountains, and 
the fea ! Hiftory is full of them, and the 
barbarians of thefe nations flill preferve their 
memory. 

Let us defcend Colzoum; and approach 
the Red Sea. Its ihores are covered 
with innumerable (hells, the form, co- 
lours, and beauty of which fucceflively fix 
the attention, and choice is embarrailcd by 
variety. The rocks are variegated by marine 
plants, the waters abound in corals, fome 
white, others red as fcarlet.' To thefe cu- 
rious objeds add the marbles of the moun- 
tains, the precious mines they contain, the 
ptlants which fpring befide the torrents, the 
rare flints of the fands, and you will allow. 
Sir, thefe are things that well deferve the 
* attention 
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attention of the naturalift. True it i§, know- 
ledge muft be purchafed by fo many fatigues 
and perils, it is neceffary to be fo long ex- 
pofed to the plundering Arabs, and the 
fcorching heats of the fun, that it is not 
furprizing no learned mao has hitherto dar^d 
to fearch thefe deferts. Let us leave theiPf 
Sir, and return to the Nile, whofe banks arc 
moft delicious after fuch a journey. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 



^ E T- 
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LETTER XXX. 

^be route from Bay ad to Achmounain. Towns 
and villages on each Jide the rker de^ 
fcribedy with their various afpeSis and go-- 
vernment ; the two branches of the grand 
canah Bahr Toufepb: facrifice to the fun 
fculptured on a rock^ near Babain : refleSlions 
on thefubjeSl: remarks on the principality of 
Malaouiy dependent on Mecca, and thefately 
portico of Achmounain. The adventure of 
Father Sicard. 

To M. L. M. 

Grand Cairo. 

X H E northern breeze invites us to conti- 
nue our journey. One of the advantages of 
the fituation of Egypt is that of enjoying this 
falutary wind, more than nine months of 
the year ; befide tempering the cxceflive 
heats, diflipating deftruftive vapours, and 
bearing the • clouds into Abyffinia, vrhich, 
falling in rain, annually produce the inun- 
dation, it likewife impels boats againft the 

rapid 
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rapid current. Profit we by its favourable 
breath, and proceed towards the Upper The- 
bais. Seated on the deck, and .borne on 
waters, whofe furface is as high as the banks, 
we overlook the furroundirig lands, and cVery 
moment have new profpefts. The mlftai-eti 
of Benifouef are loft in the horizon : other 
villages feem to approach. Here Berangiah 
half conceals itfelf under the date-tree Ihades ; 
yonder Abou Enhour rifes, at the fodt of 
the mountain ; farther ftill is Baibai, wh6f6 
the Copts prefer Ve the relidts 6f St. Gtfdrgc, 
embelliflied by the rich harvefts aroimdit j 
for of itfelf it prefents nothing but hats; and 
a fmall mofijue. The^ beginning 'of tJibei 
Etteir, the mount of birds /^^y, is feert td 
the eaft; it'takes its name from the rriulti- 
tude of kites, hawks, eagles, pharoah fowl, 
and cofniofihts, v^^hith 'here colleft, arid 
hence daft upon their prey. Doves, arid friaall 
birds, people the woods, which are at the 
foot of the rocks : flocks? of the ibis, crane, 
fwan, and ftork, rcfort to the banks of the 

fd) Birds of prey arc very numerous and various ill 
Egypt, becaufe they are not deftroyed and find food ia 
g]>undance« Small birds are more uncpmmon. 

Nile, 
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J^ilc, which they cover, during winter: 
flights of pigeons obfcure the air^ more nu- 
merous in Egypt than. in any other country 
of the globe, where hamlets and towns are 
yaft pigeon houfes, and where their ^ung is 
colleifted, with extreme care, to manure the 
beds of melons. 

Weft of the river is F?chnai, named Fen- 
chi in the times of Greece : a large jfland op- 
•pofite raifes its verdant head above- the wa- 
llers, in part covered by various vegetables, 
cucumbers, and excellent melons. Not far 
diftant is Abou Girga, where the Copts have 
n convent,. Sherouna extends along the 
foot of the mount of birds. That coaft is 
inhabited by independent Arabs, who pil- 
lage the boats they can furprizc ^ and, when 
troops are fent againft them, conceal them- 
felves in the deierts, the well fprings of 
which they know, and where the Turks dare 
not follow them. The ftorm over, they re- 
turn, armed, and feize their pofTeflions. Tra- 
vellers fhould always be on their guard, keep 
centincl, and, during night, occafionally fire 
their guns, nor fufFer^any boat to come near 
theirs, otherwile they rilk being robbed and 
maiTacrcd, 

The 
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. The eye naturally turns from the fterilc 
rocks* on'the eift, to views of fruitful fields, 
on the weft, where the land is cultivated to 
the very brink of the riven In the ille pf 
Sohra, is a hamlet, the fcite of which is 
charming, encircled by trees, corn fields, 
vferdure, and water. What delightful abodes 
might a polifhed nation form in the ifles of 
the Nile! The exotics of all hot countries 
might here be aflemblcd; orange groves, 
myrtles, pomegranates, and rofe-trees plant- 
ed ; the Arabian jafmm, odoriferous ftirubs, 
and American njagnoiia would thrive here, 
wonderfully; the banana, the orange, the 
delicious pine-apple, and every fruit mtoft 
excellent, would reward their labours. Sur- 
rounded by the prodigal wealth of Nature, 
embellifhed by art, their days would glide 
happily away, beneath thefe enchanted fhades 
and bowers. Thefe, Sir, are but vague 
wi(hes, wafted in the wide and fcnfelefs air, 
yet indulge me in the fweet confolation of 
imagining they Oiall fomctime be realized. 

We approach the port of Miniah, a tole- 
rable town, pleafant, populous, and com- 
mercial, where a Cachef refides, a cuftom- 
houfe is eftabli(hed, and at which the boatg 

coming 
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<;oming from the. Said are obliged to ilop^ 
and pay duties^ according to the merchan-* 
dize they contain. Here are broken co-* 
lumns> and remains of ancient edifipes, which 
we have reafon to fuppofe were thofe of Cy- 
nopolis (the city of dogs) placed by Strabo 
and Ptolemy above Fcncbi. Its inhabitants 
held dogs in great veneration, and the prieils 
. fed them with facred viands, in honour of 
Annubis, the companion and guardian of 
Ofiris. Strabo (f) marks the fcite of Oxy* 
rinchus, inland, at fbme diflance from Cy« 
nopolis i fcattered marbles and heaps of rub<p 
bi(h, round Behnefa, on the canal of Jofeph, 
determine the poiition of that ancient city 
(z)* where the fifh the Greeks called Oxy-^ 
rinchus was held facred. The long plain 
which extends from the Nile to Bahr You* 
fcph is very beautiful ; wheat, barley, flax, 
and beans grow, abundantly, in fields watered 
by rivulets : the dourra and fugar-cane here 
rife to a great height ; the plants are all vi- 

if) Lib. 17. 

{g) Pococke places Oxyrinchus where Girga no\v 
ftahds, which feems to me inaccurate ; for Strabg pod*- 
lively fays Oxyrinchus was not on the banks of the 
Nile» hut inland. ; ' . 

goroos. 
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gorous, and full of fap ; the trees all loaded 
with fruit, the pidlure of abundance incef- 
fantly delights the eye : but, alas ! it is in* 
jured, disfigured by the afpeifl of the huf* 
bandman in rags, and the mud huts in which 
he piournfully refts, after watering the rich 
fields with the fweat of his brow, whofe . 
produce he mull not enjoy: fo true it is 
that wife laws make nations more happy than 
all the treafures of nature, 

Oppofite Miniah is the village of Gerabia, 
and, farther up, that of Saouadi. Here the 
grottos of the Thebais begin, famous for, thp 
aufterity of the anchorets who retired hither 
during the primitive ages of chriftianity. 
They extend for twenty leagues, as far as 
facing Manfelout, and were quarries dug by 
the Egyptians. The hieroglyphics found in 
them atteft their antiquity. 

Above Saouadi begins a foreft of dates, 
which reaches as far as the river.. Near this 
is the ifle of Sohra, and villages continue, 
at fmall intervals, which, by their number, 
variety of aipecft, and numerous inhabitants, 
diverfify and enliven the views. Near Rodda 
is the mouth of one of the branches of Bahr 
Youfeph, the other is higher, at the village 

of 
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of Tarout Eccherif. Norden notices only the. 
firft, and Father Sicard the fecond, but they 
both remain. Defcending the canal of 
Rodda, the banks of 'which are charming, 
we enter the grand bed of Bahr Youfeph, on 
the banks of which is the village Aboufir. 
A league to the fouth are the ruins of an an- 
cient city, which enrich t^e fmall town of 
Babain. Some di (lance beyond is a curious 
monument ; a rock fmoothed by the chiffeJ, 
in the body of which a grotto has been cut, 
fifty feet in diameter, and fix deep. The bot- 
tom reprefents a facrifice to the fun, which 
is fculptured in demi- relief. Oit the right, 
two priefts, with pointgd -taps, raife their 
arms toward him^'^nd touch the end of 
his rays with their fingers: behind them 
two children, with like caps, hold cups for 
the Jibation. Three wood-piles, fuftained by 
feven vafes, with handles, and placed under 
the fun, bear flain lambs. On the left are 
two young maidens, who are only attached 
to the flone by the feet and back. The 
Arabs have broken off the heads, and dif- 
figured them with their lances. Various 
hieroglyphics give, no doubt, the hiftory of 
this facrifice, which I believe is meant to 

Jupiter 
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Jupiter Ammon, a fymbolical deity, by 
which the ancient Egyptians denoted the 
Sun's entrance into the fign of the ram. 
This animal was cotifecrated to him, and 
they then celebrated the commencement of 
the aftronomical year, and the renewal of 
light. The monument I have defcribed, 
cut in hard (lone, cannot but endure to the 
lateft pofterity. 

•/ Near Babain is Touna (b) between which 
village and that of Aboufir the continuance 
of the remains of an ancient brick aquedud, 
by which the waters were conveyed to the 
foot of the mountains, may be traced* Coaft* 
ing Bahr Youfeph, we come to Tarout 
Eccherif, where is the principal mouth of 
this grand canal. Melaoui is three leagues 
farther to th?^ north, a picafant town, fituatcd 
in a fertile plain, where there is a coniiderable 
market* Provifions of all kinds are here 
found in abundance, and exceedingly cheap^ 
The furrounding villages compofe a fmall 
pr^ncipaHty, which was formerly beftowed 
on Mecca. The Emir Hadge, or prince of 

(h) Called, by Strabo, the Upper Tanis ; near which 
he mark« the courfe of the great canaK It c^tains th|^ 
ruins of a temple of the Sun. 

VdL. L G I tht 
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the Caravan, has a right to fend a Sardar ^t) 
here, as governor ; and he returns, to Gran^i 
Cairo, large tributes in grain, which he coUedts 
from the inhabitants, ind which the Emir 
Hadge carries to the Scherif of Mecca. Four 
miles north of Melaoai is Achmounain, re-^ 
markable for its magnificent ruins. Among 
the hills of rubbifh that furround it is a ftately 
portico, little injured by time, a hundred 
feet long, twenty-five wide, and Supported 
by twelve columns, the capital df which is 
only a fmall cord. Each is compofed of 
three blocks of granite, forming together 
fixty feet in height, and twenty fotat in cir- 
cumference. The block next the hzfo is 
merely rounded, and loaded with hierogly- 
phics, the line of which begins by apyramid ; 
the two others arc fluted. The columns arc 
ten feetdiftant, except the two in the center, 
which, forming the entrance, have an interval 
of fifteen feet. Ten enormous ftones cover 
the portico, in its whole extent, and thefe 
afe furmounted by a double row; the two 
in the centre, which rife with a triangular 

(iX Sardar fignifies governor, and general, .uniting 
civil and military power. 

front. 



O N^ E G y f t. 451 

front, furpft& the others in |;rand[cur and 
thickhefs. The fpcaator is ^ftoni(bed at 
beholding ftonps, Or rather rocks, fo pon- 
:lJ$i?0US| ft^ifed fixty ftet high by the art qf 
t^ap. Tbe fHrfo^lnding frieze abqunds.with 
•bi?B3glyphiea/ ^ell fctilptuted, containing 
figure^ Qf bi(ds, ini^fl:^ various animals, 
,iihd men featpd, to whotp qthers feem to 
pr^fent ofiWings. This, probably, is the 
hiftory of the. time, place, and god in whofe 
honour this monHm^nt wis credled. The 
portico was paintfsd red and blue, which 
colours art effaced in many places, but the 
bottom of the Architrave, round the colon- 
nadPi has preferved a gold colour furprizingly 
bright. The ceiling, alfo, contains ftars of 
gold fparkling in an azure iky, with a 
dazzling brilliancy. This monument, raifcd 
before the Perfian conqueft, has neither the 
elegance nor purity of Grecian architefture; 
but its indeftru<aible fplidity, venerable fim- 
plicity, and majefty, extort admiration. .What 
rouft the tempk, or the palace, have been 
%Q whi?h this was the entrance I I confefs. 
Sir, furprize is wonderfully excited at be- 
holding, amid the Turkiih and Arab huts^ 
edifices which feem the works of Genii. 
G g 2 Their 
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Their age incrcafes their value. Efcaped 
the ravages of dcftrudlive conquerors^, and 
bearing the impreflion of ages and ages, they 
infpire the contemplating traveller with 
awe. Modern Egyptians view thcfe fub- 
lime remains of antiquity with indiilerencet 
and fufFer them to fubfift becaufe to de- 
ftroy them would be too much trouble. 
Superftition and ignorance believe they cn- 
clofe trcafures ; wherefore, ftrangers arc not 
permitted to take a faithful drawing : this 
would expofe them to the lofs of lifei as 
what happened to Father Sicard proves. 
While he ftood admiring the beauty of this 
portico, " Do not kindle thy cenfer, faid the 
•* Arab, his guide, gravely, to him, left 
** we (hould be taken in the fadt, and fomc 
** misfortune (hould follow. — What doft 
** thou mean ? I have neither cenfer, nor 
** fire, nor incenfe. -~ That is a joke : a 
'* ft ranger, like thee, doth not xomc hither 
*' purely out of curiofity,— Why not ?— 
** I know thy fcience informs thee in what 
plafcc the great coffer is concealed, full of 
the gold our forefathers have left us, and 
(hould thy cenfer be feen, they would 
prefently think thou cameft hither to open 

^* our 
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** our coffer, by virtue of thy magic word^, 
«' and carry off our treafurc/' 

Such, Sir, is the general opinion of mo- 
dera Egyptians concerning Europeans, whom, 
they think magicians, and imagine that, 
when taking the dimenfioms only of their 
antiquities, they will be enabled to carry off 
their treafures; nor will they fuffer them to 
write, or draw, peaceably, but impede them 
^11 they can. 

I have the honour to be, &c^ 
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fbe country from Achmoundin fo Achmh^\ 
Enfina, firmerfy Antinoe ; its et^tent, rin 
mhirts of columns ^ and gdtes, of beaUfifut 
arcBite^ure; not cotnpttf'iiSie to tie portkoi 
of Achmoundin. ^be principd! towns on 
tie banks of tie f^ik^ whb tberr ancient ani 
modern pofition. Acimim^ fartn^ly Chefft^ 
mis 9 or FanopoTu. Kemaini of an antique 
temple njobicb fubjijied in tie age (f Abulfeda. 
On tie Serpent Haridi, tviti 'fviici tif 
Maiomtan priejis delude tie people. 

To M. L. M, 

Grand CairOf 

JUET us quit the portico of Achmou-r 
nain, and crofs the Nile, to vifit the re- 
mains ofAntinoe, thus defcribed by AbuU 
feda^^ ^* Enfin^ (the Arabic name) (landing 
^^ toward the middle of the Said, Eaft of the 
^\ Nile^ and oppofite to Achmounain, con- 
^^ tains 'remarkable nihls of ancient monqr 
^' ments/' — " This ancient city (adds the 
' • geographer of Nubia) furrounded by well 

ff cultir 
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^ cyltivatc^d fidds, abundanjt in fruits and 
^V grain, is vulgarly called the city of ihi 
f* magi (IJ, becaufe Pharoah fent; hither for 
^* them, to pome to bis court."* I. will add 
ibpae remarks on the prefent ftate of thefo 
plac?s. Adrian, whofe fhameful vices tar* 
niched the fplendor of his greatefl qualities, 
haying loft Antinous, his favourite, during 
his journey in Egypt, was defirous to raife % 
lafling monument to his memory, and found- 
ed a dty in his na/nei tracing the plan on 
kvd ground, and building it with royal 
^magnificence. The city was half a league 
in circumference, and contained two principal 
ftreets, forty feet wide, and interfering each 
other, in the centre, at right angles. The 
lateral ftreets were narrower, but equally 
ftraight* The two principal ftreets ended 
with four gates, fome of which ft ill remain. 

(I) Antinoe was built near the ruins of Abydus, 
where the Egyptians revere the oracle of the God Bcfa, 
one of the moft ancient in Egypt, and famous fo late 4s 
the Emperoi-Conftantius. Ammianus Marcellinus (lib* 
19.) fays t^ neighbouring people all confulted it, end 
aflembled,^ certain periods, to keep feftivals in its 
honour, wherefore the Arabs called Antinoe, iituated 
near Abydus, the city of the magin 

Q 4 There 
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There are three aix:hcd entrances to the mod 
beautiful; that in the centre is forty feet 
high, twenty-two wide, and twenty thick; 
the two others are Icfs. The fronts of this 
gate are each ornamented by four pilafters, 
in baflb relievo, the capitals of which, of 
the acanthus leaf, projed: confiderably. 
Eight Corinthian columns furrounded this 
fine gate, and equalled it in height, one of 
which only has efcaped the ravages of tin^ 
and man ; the reft are broken or deftroyed, 
but their pedeftals remain entire. Befides this 
edifice there are heaps of rubbifh feen, in 
various parts of the city, remains of cornices 
and entablatures which denote temples or 
palaces deftroyed. If we may judge from 
the pedeftals, found, at intervals, along the 
ftreets, they were lined by a colonnade, that 
formed a portico on each fide, where the in- 
habitants might walk in the fl)ade, which 
muft have produced a charming eflfecft. Ex- 
clufive of thefe embcllifhmcnts, one of the 
fquares was ornamented by four grand columns 
of the Corinthian order. Three are deftroyed, 
ejfcept the bafes ; the fourth is perfedt, and 
about fifty feet high : the fhaft is compofcd 
of fcveral ftone§s on the firft of which is an 

ornament 
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ornament jof oak foliage. On the pedcftal ij^: 
a Greek infcription, half effaced (m)^ \^ich 
Ihews it was dedicated to Alexander 8evcru$. 
Thfe Senate of Alexandria, on which he 
befto^Ved miany benefits, after ereftfng the 
famous column I fo highly praifed in a for* 
mer letter, raifed thefe other four, in honout 
of him, after his vidories over the Perfians j 
for the oak foliage, on the pedcftal ^of that 
which remains, was a token of vidtory 
among the Romans. Thefe, Sir, are the mo- 
numents beft preferved among the ruins of 
Antinoe, the founder of which did not in- 
fcriptions and hiftorians declare, the arches 
of the gates, (n) capitals of the columns, 
and want of hieroglyphics would iljew they 
were not Egyptian works. They are ex- 
amples of the good tafte and elegance the 

{m) It begins thus. To the profperity of Cafar Marcus 
Jurelius Siverus Ahxandery piouiy happy — Aurelius being 
prefe£f ofthi new Greets of Antimey &c. This is legible 
on two of the pedeftals, ^ut almofl: efFaced on 'tfaie two 
others. See Father Sicard, Lettres Edlfiantesy lyha gives 
the infcription in Greeks 

(«) Neithej^ arch nor column of any of the Grecian 
orders can be found among the remains of ancient 
Egypt, but ftone$j s^ftonifiiingly huge, aboututing -in 
hieroglypbicks. 

Romans 
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Koraans learnt from the Greeks^ but not of 
ihatmajefty, folidityt and amazing grandeyr, 
wbicb the people of Egypt imparted to all 
their works, and which no other nation ever 
;ittained. The remains of Antinoe^ though 
magnificent, are. iniignificant compared to 
ihc portico of Acbmounain, although the 
latter is the mod ancient by fifteen hundred 
jcars. 

. Near this city are the remains of the an- 
cient Abydus, where was the oracle of the god 
Befa, in which place a dervife convent, 
named Sheik Abada, now ftands. Antinoe 
was peopled by chriftians, toward the 
dofe of the fourth century. Palladius fays 
there were twelve convents of nuns, and as 
many of monks ; and, perhaps, the ruin of ^ 
this fmall city may be attributed to the 
prodigious number of people who, living in 
its neighbourhood, vowed celibacy* There 
arc ftill many Coptic monaftcries, in the en- 
virons, the inhabitants of which are funk 
in poverty and -ignorance. The fruitful 
plains which, according to the geographer of 
Nubia, were rpund Enfina, have difappeared 
with i the people^ and ^arren fahds have 
ufurped their place, 
. . . Once 



O N E G Y P T. 45^ 

Ortcc more let us embark. Sir, and pro-? 
ceed up the river. Yonder we behold a con-*^ 
tinuation of grottos, in the mountain in the 
caft, formerly inhabited by Anchorets, whofe 
abftinence is famous in church hiftory^ 
Their food was bread and water i though? 
this auflerq and contemplative life is left 
aftoniiliing than it might bethought, in a hot 
climate where temperance is a law of ne- 
ceflify, and meditation an enjoyment. Th^ 
Nile, its grovesi harvefts, and multitu- 
dinous boats, pafling day and night, may b^ 
fecn from thefe cells, and the thing moft 
furpri?ing js they had the rcfblution to re- 
pfiain continually idle, amidft that perpetual 
fnotion which they inceflantly beheld. Thefe 
grottos extend as far as Manfelout, which 
fmall town; on the weft, ftanding in, a fer- 
tile country, is governed by a Cachef. The 
Tdrks have here feveral mofques, and a cop- 
|:ic convent ftands facing It^ which is afcend- 
pd by means of a pulley i the monks being 
obliged to take this precaution againft the 
pvarice of the Arabs. 

The high fquare dove-cotes of the village 
^alem are fcch at a diftance, and, coafting 
fjefide a^ long ille the elbowing Nile brings 
' "' US 
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us to Siout (o)j a large, populous, well built 
towQ, where there is a lake dug which ferves 
to water the grounds. Its gardens abound 
in vegetables and fruit trees ; and its fitua^ 
tion, on an artificial mount, denotes it oc- 
cupies the fcite of an ancient city: accordingly, 
veftiges of Nicopolis are found, where the 
wolf was held to be a facred animal. 

Half a league from the river, on the fame 
fide, fUnds Aboutig, a very pleafant little 
place, formerly Aboutis, mentioned by Ste- 
phen of Byzantium. The Turks hero flill 
cultivate, as in the time of Abulfeda, the 
poppy, of which they make opiom, eagerly 
fwallowed by the rich to infpire agreeable 
reveries ; the common people content them* 
felvcs with taking fmall pills of cut hemp- 
leaves, fafting, which produce fimilar efFedls. 
Aboutig is governed by an Emir. The yoke of 
thefe Arab princes is lefs galling than that of 
the Beys ; the people enjoy more tranquillity 

(o) Pocockc wrongly fuppofes Siout and Anteopolis 
the fame. Ptolemy places Anteopolis higher, and on 
the other fide of the river. — Strabo (lib. 17.) fays Ly- 
copolis ftood above the canal which runs into the lake 
Tanis. This is an error in copying, it fhould be read 
lake Mceris. 

under 
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under them^ and are not fo much bxpofed 
to the ravages of the i|ndifciplined troops of 
Cairo. Thefe elders often difcover that im*- 
partial juftice, humanity^ and affeding bene- 
volence, with which the patriarchs governed 
their families. 

The village Settefa, above Aboutig, has 
fucceeded to the fmall town of Apollo ; is at 
fome diftance from the river, and partly inha* 
bited by Copts. A very fingular accufafion 
was here prefentcd againft Father Sicard* 
Two native chriftians went to the governor^ 
and told him the foreigner intended to nail 
up the banks of the Nile^ with magical 
nails, and prevent the inundation by his 
enchantments. This declaration ftrangely 
embarraflcd the Arab prince, who would have 
arrefled the learned miflionary, had not a 
janiflary, who travelled with him, becon>c 
refponfible for his perfon, and affirmed^ the 
Copts were flanderers. This incident. Sit, 
will give you an idea of the ignorance and 
fuperftition of modern Egyptians. 

Among the numerous villages, on the? 
banks of the Nile, is Thema, governed by a 
Cachef; and, oppofite, is a charming and large 
ifle. Silin, anciently Selinon> (lands, half 

concealed. 
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^onqealed", on the other fide, under thci 
isnouDtains. Kau Elkebira is a ipiierabte 
place, built on the ruins of Anteopolis, which 
city poflefled a magnificent temple, ered:ed by 
4htt -Egyptians, according to Diodorus^ in 
honour of Antaeus, who was .vancjuiflied by 
Hercules. The portico, only, remains^ fup- 
ported by huge columns, and covered by 
vail ftones, one of which is thirty- feet longj 
and five wide. The golden and azure ceiling 
has prcfervcd the brilliancy of its colours, but 
thi6 magnifident portico is full of dung i 
for the Turks afifemble their herds there^ and 
make a ftable of it ; fo highly do they Value 
the greateft works of antiquity. The vil-s^ 
lages Coum Elarab, Mechta, and Shah 
Toura, extend along the eaflern bflnk, facing 
Zcin Eddin. Tatha is governed by a Cachef, 
and in part furrounded by an arm of the 
Nile. Nothing can be more agreeable than 
the neighbouring plains, more verdant, or 
wealthy in produfts, for which they are 
indebted to the river waters. The city of 
Venus, on the ruins of which Tatha is 
raifed, could not have found a better fcite. 
After coafting up the river, befide the ifle 
of Shandouil, the high minarets of Ach-* 

mim 
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mim are feen afar off. ** Achmim, fays Abul- 
♦* JFcda, is a large city tof UJjper Egypt, on 
^'* the caftern bank of the Nile, where is i 
•* temple equal to the moft celebrated of an- 
•* cient monqments, and built with ftoncs 
♦* amazing for their fize, on which innu- 
•* merable figures arc fculptured. Doulnoun 
" fs) was a native of Achmim." Though 
this city has not retained its ancient fplendot 
it is ftill one of the fineft in Upper Egypt, 
and governed by an Arab prince. The police 
is well regulated : the ftreets are wide and 
clean i its commerce and agriculture flourifh- 
ing. Here are manufactories of cotton 
cloths and pottery, which are dilpcrfed 
throughout Egypt. This is theYame city a$ 
the Chemmis of Herodotus f//, and the 
Panopolis fu) of Strabo. It has loft its an- 
cient edifices, and much of its extent,* fincc 
the ruins of the temple Abulfeda defcribes 
now ftand north of the city, the only re- 

(s) Doulnoun wrote a trcatife called Elmejarcbat, 
Experiments, a: copy of which (hould be among the roa- 
Tiufcripts in the king's library at Paris. ' * 

CO Herodotus fays Perfeus was a native of this city, 
and that^'his defcendents ordained feftivals to him, her«. 

(u) The city of Pan. This deity was adored here. 

mains 
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mains of which are fome flones, fo lai^ 
the Turks could not move them, which 
contain many hieroglyphics, and one of theai 
is fculptured after an extraordinary manner* 
Four concentric circles are drawn within a 
fquare, and th^ fun is in the centre one. 
The two following, divided into twelve parts, 
include, one of them, twelve birds, and, 
the other, twelve animals, nearly effaced, 
which feem to have been the iigns of the 
zodiac^ The fourth has no divifions, but 
contains twelve human figures fx). The 
four feafbns are at the angles of the fquare, 
befide which is a winged globe« This flone, 
probably, belonged to a temple dedicated to 
the Sun, and the hieroglyphics indicated 
his paflage through the figns of the zodiac, 
and his annual revolution ; a teftimony 
the Egyptians enjoyed aftronomical know- 
ledge from the mod remote antiquity. The 
columns of this temple hav? been in part 
dcftroyed, to procure lime and millftones* 

(x) Reprefenting, as I fuppofe, the twelve gods, 
twelve months, and twelve figns of the zodiac. Hero- 
dotus, (lib. 2.) fays the Egyptians firft divided the yea^ 
i^to twelve mcsiths^ and nam^d the twelve gods. 

Imuft 
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I tnuit not' qiiit Achmim, Sir, without 

mentiDning its miraculous ferperit. Above 

tceoloty fincc, a Turkifli pricft, nataed 

Scheilk Haridi, who l<lfled for a faint/ died 

here, and had a tomb built over himi with 

a cupola,, at the foot of the mountain, to 

which people came from all parts ; to prajr. 

Another prieft, profiting by their credulity, 

perfuaded them God had commanded the 

fpirit of Seheilk Haridi into the body of a 

ferpent, many of which, that are harmlefst 

are found in the Thebais. One of thefe he 

hjtd taught to obey him, and, appearing 

with his ferpent, dazzled the vulgar, hj 

furprizing tricks, and pretended it had power 

over all difeafes. Some happy cures, whic^ 

nature or imagination wrought, gavi it great 

celebrity; and the ferpent Haridi wpuld np 

longer leave his tomb> except for princes 

and wealthy perfons* The fucceifors of this 

prieft, following his principles, had littlb 

trouble to increafe the credit of this advaa>- 

tageous error, and they affirmed, cxclufivc 

of its firft virtue, it was immortal. Of this 

they pretended to make a public trial ; the 

ferpent was cut to pieces, in the Emir's 

prefence, and depofited, two hours, iia- 

VoL. I. Hh def 
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der a vafe, where, as they raifed it, the priefts, 
no doubt, had, the addrefs to fubftitute an- 
other. This miracle was proclaimed, and 
the immortal Haridi lurquired new renown. 
They profit . greatly by their deceit; people 
come from all parts to pray at the tomb ; 
and, if the ferpent appears from under the 
ftone, and approaches* the interceflbr^ it is a 
fign the fick perfon (hall be cured. Tou may 
well fuppofe. Sir, he appears not till an offer- 
ing is made worthy of the wealth and , quality 
of the perfon. • In extraordinary cafes, when 
the fick cannot be cured unlefs the ferpent be 
prefent, a pure virgin muft go and folicit; 
and, that they. may be certain, a very young 
girl is chofen, who is decorated in a fine habit, 
and with a garland of flowers. After fhe has 
prayed, the ferpent, according to the priefl's 
intention, makes circles round the young 
fuppliant, and corned and repofes upon hen 
The virgin, accompanied by multitudes of 
people, and vafl: acclamations, then carries it 
off in triumph. 'Tis not in the power of 
reafon to perfuade thefe credulous ignorant 
Egyptiaijs they are the dupes of knaves ; 
they believe as fincercly in the ferpent Haridi 
ts in their prophet : the very chriftians no 

more 
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more doubt its virtue than the Turks, but 
affirm this ferpcqt is the demon Afmodeqs, 
who killed the feven hufbands of the wife of 
Tobias, and that the angel Raphael, after 
having metamorphofed him, brought him 
hither, that God might thus deceive infi* 
dels. The ferpent has adted a miraculous 
part in the hiftory of man ; he feduced Eve^ 
and, at the command of Mofes devoured 
thofe-of the Egyptians, made Alexander of 
Aboniteichos pafs for a god, and now curqs 
the fick people of Achmim. This ferpent is 
of the fame fpecies with thofe Herodotus de- 
fcribes, which were facred among the an- 
cient Egyptians, who called them Agatho 
Daimones, {Ayx^oJ'atfJLoves) Good Genii ; and 
they were the types of Cneph, a fymbolical 
deity, fignifying divine goodnefs. 
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